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The DRAPIER's Li/TTERS continued. 



A LETTER to the Right Honourable the 
Lord Vifcount Molesworth. 

Written in the year 1 724. 

They compared me about alfo 'wit h- Ivor ds of deceit, and fought a* 

gainft me -without a caufe. 
For my bvc they are my adverfaries; but I give myfclfunto prayer. 
And they have re-warded me evil for good, and hatred for my love. 

Pfal. cix. 3, 4, 5- 
Seek'not to he judge, being not able to take atvay iniquity; left at 

any time thou fear the perfon of the mighty, and lay a ftumblwg 

block in the 'way of thy upright nefs. 
Offend not againft the multitude of a city, and then thou j}>alt not 

caft thyfelf /town among the people. 
Bind not one Jin upon another; for in one thou Jhalt not be uitpttnijb* 

ed. Ecclus. vii. 6, 7, 8. 

Non jam prima peto Mneftheus, neque vincere certo : 
Quanquam O ! Sed fupercnt qtiibus hoc, Neptune, dedifti. 

Directions to the Printer. 

Mr. Harding, 

WHEN I fent you my former papers, I 
cannot fay 1 intended you either good 
or hurt ; and yet you have happened, 
through my means, to receive both. I pray God 
deliver you from any more of the latter , and en- 
creafe the former. Your trade, particularly in 
this kingdom, is, of all others, the mod unfor- 
tunately circumftantiated ; for, as you deal in the 
mod worthlefs kind of trafh, the penny produc- 
tions of pennyiefs fcribblers j foj you often venture 
Vol. IV. A your 
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2 Dirtftions to the Printet. 

yoar liberty, and fometimes your lives, for the 
purchafe of half a crown ; and, by your own ig- 
norance, are punifhed for other mens actions. 

I am afraid, you, in particular, think you have 
reafon to complain of me, for your own and your 
wife's confinement in prifon, to your great ex- 
pence, as well as hardfhip ; and for a profecution 
(till impending. But I will tell you, Mr. Hard- 
ing, how that matter ftands. Since the prefs 
hath lain under fo ftri£t an infpedtion, thofe, who 
have a mind to inform the world, are become fo 
cautious, as to keep themfelves, if poffible, out of 
the way of danger. My cuftom, therefore, is to 
didtate to a prentice, who can write in a feigned 
hand; and what is written, we fend to your houfe 
hy a blackguard boy. But, at the fame time, I 
do afTure you, upon my reputation, that I never 
did fend you any thing for which I thought you 
could poflibly be called to an account. And you 
will be my witnefs, that I always defired you, by 
a letter, to take fome good advice, before you ven- 
tured to print ; becaufe I knew the dexterity of 
dealers in the law, at finding out fomething to faften 
on, where no evil is meant. I am told indeed, 
that you did accordingly confult feveral very able 
perfons; and even fome, who afterwards appeared 
againfl you : to which I can only anfwer, that you 
mud either change your advifers, or determine to 
print nothing that comes from a drapier. 

I defire you will fend the inclofed letter, direct- 
ed to my lord vifcount Mole/worth, at his houfe 
at Brackdenjiowriy near Swords : but I would have 

it 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Directions to the Printer. 3 

it fent printed^ for the convenience of his lord- 
fhip's reading; becaufe this counterfeit hand of 
my prentice is not very legible. And, if you think 
fit to publifh it, I would have you firft get it read 
over by fome notable lawyer : I am allured, you 
will find enough of them, who are frierids to the 
drapier, and will do it without a fee ; which, I am 
afraid, you can ill afford, after all your expences. 
For, although I have taken fo much care, that I 
think it impoffible to find a topic out of the fol- 
lowing papers, for fending you again to prifon, 
yet I will not venture to be your guarantee. 

This enfuing letter contains only a (hort account 
of myfelf, and an humble apology for my former 
pamphlets, efpecially the loft : with little mention 
of Mr. Wood, or his halfpence ; becaufe 1 have al- 
ready faid enough upon that fubjeft, until occafion 
(hall be given for new fears ; and, in that cafe, 
you may perhaps hear from me again. 

I am 
From my Jhop in your friend 

St. Francis-fir eety and fervant 

Dec. 14. 1724. M. B. 

P. S. For want of intercourfe between you and 
me, which I never will fuffer, * your people are 
apt to make very grofs errors in the prefs, which 
I defire you will provide againft. 

A 2 To- 

• The copies were always fent to the prefs by fbme obfeure 
meficngcr, who never knew the perfon from whom he received 
them, but gave them in at a window. The aroanuenfis only 
was traded, to whom, about two ycafs after, the author gave 
unemployment of 40 L a year, a* a xcward for hi* fidelity 
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To the Right honourable 

The Lord Vifcount Moles worth* 
At his Houfe at Brackdenftown, near Swords. 

My Lord, 

IRefledt too late, on the maxim of common ob- 
fervers, that thofe, who meddle in matters 
out of their calling, will have reafon to repent ; 
which is now verified in me : for, by. engaging in 
the trade of a writer, I have drawn updn myfelf 
the difpleafure of tbe government, fignified by a 
proclamation, promifing a reward of three hundred 
pounds to the firft faithful fubjeft* who fiiall be 
able and inclined to inform againft me \ to w^hidh 
1 may add, the laudable zeal and indufiry of my 
lord chief-juftice Wjiitflied, in his endeavours td 
difcover fo dangerous a perfon. Therefore, whe-* 
ther I repent or no, I have certainly caufe to da 
fo -, and the common obfervation dill ftartds good* 

It will fometimes happen, I fcnow not how, in 
the courfe of human affairs, that a man fhall be 
made liable to legal animadverfions, where he 
hath nothing to anfwer for, either to God or his 
country : and condemned at "Weff minfter-hall, for 
what he will never be charged with at the Jay of 
judgment. 

After ftri&ly examining my own heart, and 
confulting fome divines of great reputation, I 
cannot accufe myfelf of any * malice or wicked- 

tiefi 

* i^ticles mentioned in *ho indiflment a$d proclamation. 
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The DRAPIER's LETTERS. S 

fiefs againfl the public ; of any deftgns to fow /edi- 
tion $ of reflecling en the king and his ministers : or 
of endeavouring to alienate the affetlions of the peo- 
ple of this kingdom from thofe of England. All I 
can charge myfelf with, is, a weak attempt to ferve 
a nation in danger of definition, by a moft wick- 
ed and malicious projector, without waiting un- 
til I were called to its afliftance. Which attempt, 
however it may perhaps give me the title of 
pragmatical and overweening, will never lie a bur- 
then upon my confcience. God knows, whether 
I may not, with all my caution, have already run 
myfelf into a fecond danger, by offering thus 
much in my own vindication. For I have heard 
of a judge •, who, upon the criminal's appeal to the 
dreadful day of judgment , told him, he had incur- 
red zprimunire for appealing to aforeignjurifdiclion. : 
and of another in Wales, who feverery checked 
the prifoner for offering the fame plea •, taxing 
him with reflecting on the court by fuch a com- 
parifon ; becaufe comparifons are odious* 

But, in order to make fome excufe for being 
more fpeculative than others of my condition, I 
defire your lordfhip's pardon, while I am doing 
a very foolifh thing \ which is, to give you fome 
little account of myfelf. 

I was bred at a free fchool, where I acquired 
fome little knowledge in the Latin tongue. I 
ferved my apprenticefhip in London, and there 
fet up for myfelf, with good fuccefs \ until, by 
the death of fome friends , and misfortunes of other s % 
I returned, into this kingdom \ and began to em~ 
A 3, ploy 
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6 The DRAPIER's LETTERS. 

ploy my thoughts in cultivating the woollen tmr— 
nufaclure through all its branches; wherein I 
met with great difcouragement, and powerful 
oppofers, whofe objections appear to me very 
ftrange and fingular. They argued, that the peo- 
ple of England would be offended, if our raano- 
fa&ures were brought to equal theirs : and even, 
fome of the wenving trade were my enemies ; 
which I could not but look upon as abfurd and 
unnatural. I remember your lofdmip, at that 
rime, did me the honour to come into my (hop* 
where I (hewed you * a piece of black and white 

faff* j u ft fcnt f f0m tne (i y er; wnicn y m were 

pleafed to approve of, and be my beft cuftomer 
for. 

However, I was fo mortified, that I refolve 
for the future, to fit quietly in my fliop, and deal 
in common goods, like the reft of my brethren ^ 
until it happened, fome months ago, considering 
with myfelf, that the lower and poorer fori of peo- 
ple wanted a plain, flrong, codrfe fluff, to defend 
them againfl cold eafterly winds, which then blew 
very fierce and blafling for a long time together ; I 
contrived one on purpofe, which fold very well 
all over the kingdom, and preferved many thoct- 
fands from agues. I then made a \ fecond and a 
third kind of fluffs for the gentry, with the fame 
fuccefs ; infomuch, that an ague hath hardly been 
heard of for fome time. 

Thfe 

* By this is meant, the Propofal fur the umverfil n/e of Iri& 
manufaBures. 
f The drafter's three firit letters* 
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This incited me fo far, that I Ventured upon 
a * fourth piece, made of the bcft Irifh wool I could 
get i^-artd I thought it grave and rich enough to be ^ 
worn by the beft lord or judge of the land. But,, 
of late, fome great folks complain, as I hear, that 
when they had it on, they k\i*fbuddering in their 
limbs ) and have thrown it off m a rage ; curfing 
to hell the poor drapier y who invented it ; fo that 
I am determined never to work for perfons of qua- 
lity again : except for your lordfbip y and a wry 
few more, 

I ailure your lord (hip, upon the word of an hor- 
ned citizen^ that I am not richer, by the value 
of one of Mr. Wood's halfpence, with the fale of 
all the fever al fluffs I have contrived : for, I give 
the whole profit to the dyers and prejfers +. And 
therefore, I hope you will pleafe to believe, that 
no other motive, befides the love of my country, 
could engage me to bufy mv head and hands, 
to the lofs of rtiy time, and the gain of nothing 
but vexation fcnd ill-will. 

I have now in band one piece of JItff lobe wo- 
ven on purpofe for your lordfhip; although I 
might be afhamed to offer it to you, after I 
have confefled 5 that it will be made only from 
the J Jhreds and refnnafitt of the wool employed in* 
the former. However, I ihall ■fc/ofJiit up as weU 
as I can ; and, at wofft, you need only give it a*» 
mong your tenants. 

I ant 

• The fourth letter* againti which the proclamation was iiTuecL 
f Printers. ' 

\ Meaning, the prefent letter^ 
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» The DRAPIER's LETTERS. 

I am very fenfible, how ill your lord (hip i* 
like to be entertained, with the pedantry of a 
drapier t in the terms of his own trade. How 
will the matter be mended, when you find me 
entering again, although very fparingly, into an 
affair of ftate ? for fuch is now grown the con- 
troverfy with Mr. Wood, if fome great lawyers 
are to be credited. And as it often happens at 
play, that men begin with farthings^y^md go on to 
goldy till fome of them lofe their eftaw, and die 
in jail : fo it may poffibly fall out in my cafe, 
that, by playing too long with Mr. Wood's half- 
pence,-! may be drawn in to pay zfney double to 
the reward for betraying me ; be fent to prifon, 
and not be delivered theme y until IJball have paid 
the uttermoft farthing. 

There are, my lord, three forts of perfons, 
with whom I am refolved never to difpute : a 
highwayman^ with a piftol at my breaft j a troop of 
dragoonsy who come to plunder my houfe ; and a 
man of the law 9 who can make a merit of accus- 
ing me. In each of thefe cafes,, which are almoji 
the fame y the beft method is, to keep out of the 
way ; and the next beft is, to deliver your moneyy 
furrender your hou/e y and confefs nothing. 

I am told, that the two points in my laft let- 
ter, from which an occafion of offence hath been 
taken, are, where I mention his Majefty's an- 
fwer to the addrefs of the houfe of Lords, upon 
Mr. Wood's patent; and where I difcourfe upon 
Ireland's being a dependent kingdom. As to the 
former, I can only fay, that I have treated it 

with) 
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with fhe utmoft refpeft and caution: and I 
thought it neceflary, to fhew whefe Wood's pa* 
tent differed, in many eflential parts, from all o- 
thers that ever had been granted j becaufe the 
contrary had, for want of due information, been 
fo ftrongly and fo largely aflerred. As to the o-» 
ther* of Ireland's dependency ; I confefs to hard 
©ffen heard it mentioned, but was never able to 
underftand what it meant. This gave me the 
curiofity to enquire among fevcral eminent law- 
yers, who ptofefled they knew nothing of the 
matter. I then turned over all the ftatutes of 
both kingdoms, without the kaft information* 
further than an Irifh a£ y that I qftdtdd, of the 
33*1 of Henry VIH- uniting Ireland to £itg!aftd 
tinder one king, I cannot fay, 1 was firry fo" be 
disappointed in my fearch, becauie it is certain, I 
could be contented to defend only upon God and 
iffty prince, atwri the law* of my own douMryy after 
the manner of other nation*. BuC r fiftce my betters 
»re of a different opinfo*; atod defire further defen+ 
demies ; I (hill outwardly fttbmk •, yet, ftill iilfift- 
ing, in my own heart, upon the exception I made 
of M. B. drapier. Indeed, that hint was bof* 
rowed from an idle ftory I had jjearo 1 in England^ 
which, perhaps, may be common and beaten % 
but, becaufe it infnnates neither treafin, norfedi* 
Hon, I will juft barely relate it* 

Some hundred years ago, when the peers were 
fo great, that the commons were looked upon as 
little better than their dependents, a bill wa* 
brought in* for making fome new additions to the 

power 
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power and privileges of the peerage. After it 
was read, one Mr. Drue, a member of the houfe, 
ftood up, and faid, he very much approved the 
bill, and would give his vote to have it pafs ; but, 
however, for fome reafons, beft known to him- 
felf, he defired, that a claufe might be inferted, 
for excepting the family of the Drues. The odd- 
nefs of the propofition taught others to refleft a 
little ,* and the bill was thrown out. 

Whether I were miftaken, or went too far in 
examining the dependency, mud be left to the im- 
partial judgment of the world, as well as to the 
courts of judicature j although, indeed, not in fa 
effeclual and deciftve a manner. But, to affirm, as 
I hear fome do, in order to countenance a fearful 
and fervile fpirit, that this point did not belong U 
myfubjecl, is a falfe and foolifti objection. There 
were feveral fcandalous reports induftrioufly 
fpread by Wood, and his accomplices, to dif- 
courage all oppofition againft his infamous pro- 
ject. They gave it out, that we were prepared 
for a rebellion; that we difputed the king's prero- 
gative, and were (halting off our dependency. The 
firft went fo far, and obtained fo much belief a- 
gainft the mod vifible demonftrations to the con- 
trary, that a great per/on of this kingdom, now in 
England, fent over fuch an account of it to his 
friends, as would make any good fubject both 
grieve and tremble. I thought it, therefore, ne- 
ceflary, to treat that calumny as it deferved. 
Then I proved, by an invincible argument, that 
we could have no intention to difpute his Ma* 

jefty's. 
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jefty's prerogative ; becaufe the prerogative was 
not concerned in the queftion \ the civilians and 
lawyers of all nations agreeing, that copper is not 
money. And, laftly, to clear us from the impu- 
tation of fhaking off our dependency •, I fhewed 
wherein I thought, and mall ever think, this de- 
pendency confifted j and cited the ftatute above 
mentioned, made in Ireland : by which it is en- 
acted, that whoever is king of England, Jhall be 
king of Ireland : and that the two kingdoms (hall 
bejbr ever knit together under one king. This, as 
I conceived, did wholly acquit us of intending to 
break our dependency ; becaufe it was altogether 
out of our power : for, furely, no king of Eng- 
land will ever confent to the repeal of this ftatute. 
But, upon this article, I am charged with a 
heavier accufation. It is faid, I went too far, 
when I declared, that " if ever the pretender mould 
" come to be fixed upon the throne of England, 
" (which God forbid) I would fo far venture to 
" tranfgrefs this ftatute, that I would lofe the laft 
€i drop of my blood, before I would fubmit to him, 
? f as king of Ireland." 

This, I hear on all fides, is the ftrongeft and 
weightieft 6bje£Hon againft me ; and which hath 
given the moil offence -, that I fliould be fo bold 
to declare againft a direct ftatute; and that any 
motive, how ftrong foever, could make me reje£t 
a king, whom England fhould receive. Now, if, 
in defending myfelf from this accufation, I 
fhould freely confefs, that I went too far; that 
the expreflion was very indifcreet, although oc- 

cafioned 
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eafioned by tny zeal for his prefent Majefty, and 
his protectant line in the houfe of Hanover; 
that I (hall be careful never to offend again in 
the like kind ; and that 1 hope this free acknow- 
Jedgment, and forrow for my error, will be feme 
atonement, and a little foften the hearts of my 
powerful adversaries : I fay, if I (hould offer fuch 
a defence as this, I do not doubt but fome people 
would wreft it to an ill meaning, by a fpiteful 
interpretation. And, therefore, fince I cannot 
thiuk of any other aniWer, which that paragraph 
can admit, I will leave it to the mercy of every 
candid reader \ but ftill without recanting my 
own opinion. 

I will now venture to tell your lordfhip a fe* 
cret, wherein, I fear, you are too deeply concern- 
ed. You will therefore pleafe to know, that this 
habit of writing and difcourfing, wherein I un- 
fortunately differ from almojl the whole kingdom, 
and am apt to grate the ears of more than I could 
wifh, was acquired during my apprenticefhip in 
London, and a long refidence there, after I had 
fet up for myfelf. Upon my return and fettle- 
ment here, I thought I had only changed one coun- 
try of freedom for another. I had been long con- 
verfant with the writings of your lordfhip,* Mr. 
Locke, Mr. Molineux, Colonel Sidney, and other 
dangerous authors, who talk of " liberty as a 
" bjefling, to which the whole race of mankind 
u hath an original title ; whereof nothing but 

" unlawful 

* He publiflied a book, in the reign of King William III. 
entitled, Tie State of Denmark, with a large preface. Haivkef 
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fc unlawful force can dived them." I knew a 
great deal of the feveral Gothic inftitutions in 
Europe ; and by what incidents and events they 
came to be deftroyed : and I ever thought it the 
moil uncontrolled and univerfally agreed maxim, 
that <c freedom confifts in a people's being go- 
4C verned by laws made with their .own confent; 
•' and flavery in the contrary." I have been like- 
wife told, and believe it to be true, that .liberty 
and property are words of known ufe and fignifi- 
cation in this kingdom 5 and the very lawyers 
pretend to underftand, and have them often in 
their mouths. Thefe were the errors which have 
milled me ; and to which alone I mud impute 
the fevere treatment I have received. But I fhall 
in time groxv wifer, and learn to confider my 
driver, the road I am in, and with whom I am 
yoked. This I will venture to fay, That the bold- 
eft and mod obnoxious words I ever delivered, 
would, in England, have only expofed me as a 
flupid fool, who went to prove, that thefunjhone 
in a clear fummer* s day: and I have witnefies rea- 
dy to depofe, that your Lordfhip hath faid and 
writ fifty times worfe ; and, what is ftill an ag- 
gravation, with infinitely more wit and learning, 
and ftronger arguments : fo that, as politics run, 
I do not know a perfon of more exceptionable 
principles than yourfelf : and, if ever I fhall be 
difcovered, I think you will be bound, in honour, 
to pay my fine, and fupport me in prifon ; or 
elfe I may chance to inform againft you, by way 
of reprifal. 
Vol. IV. B In 
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In the.mean time, I beg your Lordfhip to re- 
ceive my confeflion ; that, if there be any fucii 
thing as a dependency of Ireland upon England, 
other wife than as I have explained it, either by 
the laiu of God, of nature, of reafon, of nations, 
or of the land, (which I (hall die rather than 
grant) then was the proclamation again ft me the 
inoft merciful that ever was put out ; and, inftead 
of accufing me as malicious, tmcked, ahd /editions, 
it might have been dire&ly as guilty of high trea- 
fin. 

All I defire, is, that the caufe of my country 
again ft Mr. Wood, may not fuffer by any inad- 
vertency of mine. Whether Ireland depends up- 
on England, or only upon God, tb« king, and 
the law ; I hope no man will affert, that it de- 
pends upon Mr. Wood. I (hould be heartily for- 
ry, that this commendable fpirit again (I me, fhould 
accidentally (and what, 1 hope, was never intend- 
ed) ftrike a damp" upon that fpirit in all ranks 
and corporations of men, <againft the defperate and 
ruinous defign of Mr. Wood. Let my country- 
men blot out thofe parts in my laft letter, which 
they diflike ; and let no ruft remain on my 
/word, to cure the wounds I have- given to our 
moft mortal enemy. When Sir Charles Sidley; 
was taking the oaths, where feveral things were 
to be renounced, he faid, he loved renouncing; 
afked, if any more were to be renounced; for he 
was Teady to renounce as much as they pleafed. 
Although I am not fo thorough a renouncer, yet, 
let me have but good cityfecurity againft this pefti- 

lent 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LETTER V. 15 

lent coinage* and I (hall be ready, hot only to 
renounce every fy liable in all my four letters, but 
to deliver them cheerfully, with my own hands 9 
into thq/e of the common hangman i, to be burnt 
with no better company than the coiner's effigies, 
if any part of it hath efcaped out df the fecular 
hands of my faithful friends, the common people. 

But, whatever the fentiments of Jbme people 
niay be, I think it is agreed, that many of thofe, 
who fubferibed againft me, are on the fide of a 
vaft majority in the kingdom, who oppofed Mr; 
"Wood : * and it was With great fatisfaftidn, that 
I obferved fome right honourable names very ami- 
cably joined with my own at the bottom of a 
Jlrong declaration againft him and his coin. But, 
H the admiffion of It among us be already deter- 
mined) the worthy jserfon who is to betray me, 
ought, in prudence, to do it with all convenient 
fpeed } or elfe it may be difficult to find three 
hundred pounds Sterling for the difcharge of his 
tire, when the public fhaH have loft five hundred 
thoufand, if there be fo much in the nation ; be- 
fides four-fifths of its annual income for ever. 

B 2 I am 

* As the Drapier's letters were written exprefly againlt 
Wood's halfpence, it might well be imagined, that a proclama- 
tion againft the author, would produce an opinion, that, to op- 
pofe Wood's halfpence, was illegal, and fubjetted the party to 
pains and penalties : to prevent fo fatal a rniftake, it is here re- 
marked, that many of thofe, who fubferibed the proclamation, 
were yet ftrennotis oppoiers of Wood's projeft. This diftinttion 
is yet joaore explicit in the letter to Lord Middleton, which was 
written foon after the fourth letter, and intended to be the 

fifth, though, for ibme reafbns, deferred. See the letter to 

i^ori Middleton, and the note prefixed. Ha-wkcf. 
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I am told by lawyers, that in quarrels between 
man and man, it is of much weight, which of 
them gave the firft provocation, or ftruck the firft 
blow. It is manifeft, that Mr. Wood hath done 
both : and therefore, I fhould humbly propofe to 
have him firft hanged, and his drofs thrown into 
the fea : after which, the drapier will be ready to 
fland his trial. It mujl needs be that offences come, 
but wo unto him by whom the offence cometh. If 
Mr. Wood had held his hand, every body elfe 
would have held their tongues : and then there 
would have been little need of pamphlets, juries, 
or proclamations upon this occafion. The provo- 
cation muft needs have been very great, which 
could ftir up an obfcure, indolent drapier to be- 
come an author* One would almoft think, the 
very Jlone's in the flreet would rife up in fuch a 
caufe : and I am not fure they will not dofo a- 
gainft Mr. Wood, if ever he comes within -their 
reach. It is a known ftory of the? dumb boy, 
whofe tongue forced a pafTage for fpeech, by the 
horror of feeing a dagger at his father's throat. 
This may leflen. the wonder, that a tradefman, hid 
in privacy and filence, fhould cry out, when the 
life and being of his political mother are attempt- 
ed before his face, and by fo infamous a wretch. 

'But, in the meantime, Mr. Wood, the \ dejlroyer 
of a kingdom, walks about in triumph, (unlefs it 
be true, that he is in jail for debt) \ while he, who 
endeavoured to affert the liberty of his country, is 
forced to hide his head for oecafionally dealing in 
a matter of controversy* However, I am not the 
. . . ' . fi^, 
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firft, who hath been condemned to death for 
gaining a great viBory over a powerful enemy, by 
difobeying for once the ftrift orders of military 
difcipline. 

I am now refolved to follow (after the ufual 
proceeding of mankind, becaufe it is too late) 
the advice given me by a certain dean. * He 
fhewed the miftake I was in, of trufting to the 
general good will of the people; that I had fuc- 
ceeded hitherto better than could be expcfted ; 
but that fome unfortunate circumfiantial lapfe 
would probably bring me within the reach of 
power ; that my good intentions would be no fe- 
eurity again ft thofe, who watched every motion of 
my pen in the bitter nefs of my foul. He produced 
an inftance of a perfon, as innocent, as difintereft- 
ed, and as well meaning as myfelf; who had 
writterrf a very feafonable and inoffenfive trea- 
tifej exhorting the people of this kingdom to 
wear their own manufactures ; for which, how- 
ever, the printer was profecuted with the utmoft 
virulence ; the jury fent back nine times ; and the 
man given up to the mercy of the court. The 
dean further obferved, that I was in a manner left 
alone to Hand the battle ,- while others, who had 
ten thoufand times better talents than a drapier, 
were fo prudent as to lie ftill'j and perhaps 
thought it no unpleafant amufement to look on 
with fafety, while another was giving them diver- 
B3 ftcn,, 

• The author is fiippofal to mean himfelf. 
f The author means himfelf again ; in the difecurfc adviflrg: 
the p#ople of Ireland to wear, their own manufa&ures*. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



18 The DRAPIER's LETTERS, 

fiotiy at the hazard of his liberty and fortune ; ant! 
thought they made a fufficient recompence, by a 
little applaufe : whereupon he concluded with a 
fhort ftory of a Jew at Madrid ; who being con- 
demned to the fire on account of his religion, a 
crowd of fchool-boys following him to the (lake, 
and apprehending they might lofe their /port if he 
ihould happen to recant, would often clap him on 
the back> and cry, Stajlrme Moyfe (Mofes continue 
Jhdfaji.) 

I allow this gentleman's advice to have been 
very good, and his obfervations juft j and, in one 
refpecl, my condition is worfe than that of the 
Jew : for no recantation ivill fave me+ However,, 
it mould feem by fame late proceedings, that my . 
flate is not altogether deplorable. This I can 

, impute to nothing but the fleadinefs of two im- 
partial grand-juries ; which hath confirmed in me 
an opinion I have long entertained, That, as phi* 
lofophers fay, virtue is feated in x the middle i fo, in 
•another fenfe, the little virtue left in the world, is 
chiefly to be found among the middle rank tit 
mankind, who are neither allured out of her paths 
by ambition, nor, driven by poverty. 

Since the proclamation occafioned by my laft 
letter, and a due preparation for proceeding a- 
gainft me in a court of juflice, there have been 
two printed papers clandeftinely fpread about; 
whereof no man is able to trace the original* 
further than by conjeclure ; which, with its ufual 
charity, lays them to my account. The former 
is entitled, feafonable advice^ and appears to have 

beet* 
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been Intended for information of the gtand-jury, 

upon the fuppofition of a bill to be prepared a- 

gain ft that letter. The other is an extract from 

a printed book of parliamentary proceedings, in 

the year 1680 ; containing an angry refolution of 

the houfe of commons in England againft diffo*- 

ving grand-juries. As to the former, your lord* 

fhip will find it to be the work of a more artful 

hand, than that of a common drapier. It hath 

been cenfured for endeavouring to influence the 

minds of a jury, which ought to be wholly free 

and unbiased ; and, for that reafon, it is manifeft, 

that no judge was ever known, either upon or effi 

the bench, either by himfelf or his dependents , to/ 

ufe the leqft inftnuation, that might poflibly affefl: 

the pafiions or interefts of anyone fingle juryman, 

much lefs of a whole* jury ; whereof every mart 

mufl be convinced^ who will juil give himfelf the 

trouble to dip into the common printed trials : fo 

that it is amazing to think, what a number oF 

upright judges there have been in both kingdoms 

for above Jixty years pqft ; which, eonfidering how 

long they held their offices during pleafure, as they 

fiill do among us, * I account next to a miracle. 

As to the other paper, I muft confefs it is a 
fliarpcenfure from an Engliih houfe of commons, 
againft diffblving grand^juries by any judge before 
the end of the term, affizes, or feffions, while 

matters 

• Perhaps this may account for Whitlhed's conduft. Sec 
the notes prefixed to the prof ofal for the file ufe of Iri/h manufac- 
tores, and fuperadded to the feafonaUe advice to the grand-jury>. 
bothiavoL IIU 
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matters arc under their confideration and no| 
prefented, as arbitrary, illegal, deftru&ive to pubS 
Kc juftice, a manifeft violation of his oath, and a! 
a means to fubvert the fundamental laws of th 
kingdom. 

• However, the publilher feems to have beeir 
miftaken fn what he aimed at. For, whatever 
dependence there may be of Ireland upon Eng- 
land, I hope he would not infinuate, that the 
proceedings of a lord chief jufiice in Ireland, muft 
depend upon a refolution of an Englifh houfe of 
commons. Befides, that refolution, although it 
were levelled again ft a particular lord chief jus- 
tice, Sir William Scroggs, yet the occafion was 
dire&ly contrary. For Scroggs diffblved the grand- 
jury # of London, for fear they^/Zw/AZ-prefent 5 but 
ours in Dublin was dijjblved, becaufe they would 
not prefent ; which wonderfully alters the cafe* 
And therefore, a fecond grand-jury fupplied that 
<fefe£t, by making a prefentment * that pleafed the 
whole kingdom. However, I think it is agreed by 
all parties, that both the one and the other jury 
behaved themfelves in fuch a manner, as ought 
to be remembered to their honour, while there 
(hall be any regard left among us for virtue or 
public fpirit. 

I am confident, your lordfhip will be of my 
fentiments in one thing \ that fome fhort, plain r 
authentic tra&,. might be publifhed for the infor- 
mation both of petty and grand-juries y how far 
their power reacheth, and where it is limited ; . 

and: 

• Sec the frefentment *t the end of vol. III. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LETTER V. 2i 

and that a printed copy of fuch a treatife might 
be depofited in every court, to be confulted by the 
jurymen* before they confider of their verdi&j 
by which, abundance of inconveniences would be 
avoided, whereof innumerable inftances might be 
produced from former times j becaufe I will fay 
nothing of the prefent. 

I have read fomewhere of an eaftern king, who 
put a judge to death for an iniquitous fentence; 
and ordered his hide to be fluffed into a cu/biox, and 
placed upon the tribunal for the fon to fit on, 
who was preferred to his father's office, I fancy, 
fuch a memorial might not have been unufeful to 
a fon of Sir William Scroggs, and that both he 
and his~ fucceflbrs would often wriggle in their 
feats, as long as the cu/hion lafted : I wi(h the 
relator had told us what number of fuch cujhions 
there might be in that country. 

I cannot but obferve to your lordfliip, how nice 
and dangerous a point it is grown, for a private 
perfon to inform the people, even in an affair, 
where the public intereft and.fafety are fo highly 
concerned, as that of Mr. Wood ; and this in a 
country, where loyalty is woven into the very hearts 
of the people^ feems a little extraordinary. Sir 
William Scroggs was the firft, who introduced 
that commendable acutenefs into the courts of judica- 
ture: but, how far this pra&ice hath been imitat* 
ed by his fucceflbrs, or Jlrained upon occafion^ is out 
of my knowledge. . When pamphlets, unpleafmg 
to the minijlry, were presented as libels, he would 
order the offenfive paragraphs to be read before 

him y 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



aa ThbDRAFIER's letters. 

him \ and faid, it was ftrange, that the judges 
and lawyers of the kings bench fhould be duller 
than all the people of England : and he was of- 
ten fo yery happy, in applying the initial letters 
.of names, and expounding dubious hints^ (the two 
common expedients among writers of that clafe 
for efcaping the law) that he difcovered much 
more than ever the authors intended ; as many of 
them, or their printers, found to their coft. If 
fuch methods are to be followed, in examining 
what I have already written, or may write here- 
after, upon the fubje& oi Mr. Wood, I defy any 
man of fifty times my understanding and caution, 
to avoid being entrapped,- unlcfs he will be con* 
tent to write what none will read, by repeating 
over the old arguments and computations, whereof 
the world is already grown weary. So that my 
good friend Harding lies under this dilemmas 
either to let my learned works hang for ever dry- 
ing upon his lines ; or venture to publish them, 
at the hazard of being laid by the heels. 

I need not tell your Lordfhip where the diffi* 
culty lies : it is true, that the king and the laws 
permit us to refufe this coin of Mr. Wood ; but* 
at the fame time, it is equally true, that the king 
and the laws permit us to receive in Now, it is 
barely poflible, that the mirrifters in England may 
not fuppofe the confequence of uttering that braft 
among us, to be fo ruinous as we apprehend ; be* 
caufe, perhaps, if they underftood it in that light, 
they would, in common humanity, ufe their cre- 
dit with his Majefty, for faving a tnojl loyal king* 

dom 
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dm from deflrucTion. But, as long as it fhaD pleafe 
thofe great perfons to think, that coin will not be 
Jo very pernicious to us, we ly under the difadvan- 
tage of being cenfured as obftinate, in not com- 
plying with a royal patent. Therefore, nothing 
remains, but to make ufe of that liberty which the 
king and the laws have left us, by continuing to 
refufe this coin ; and, by frequent remembrances, 
to keep up that fpirit raifed again ft it, which o-* 
therwife may be apt to flag, and, perhaps, in time, 
to fink altogether. For, any public order, againft 
receiving or uttering Mr. Wood's halfpence, i& 
not reafonably to be expected in this kingdom, 
without directions from England ; which, I think, 
no body prefumes, or is fo fanguine to hope. 

But, to confefe the truth, my lord, I begin to 
grow weary of my office as a writer; and could 
heartily wi(h it were devolved upon my brethren, 
the makers of fangs and ballads, who,, perhaps, are 
the beft qualified at prefdnt, to gather up the glean-* 
ings of this controverfy. As to myfelf, it hath 
been my misfortune to begin, and purfue it, upon 
a wrong foundation. For, having detected the 
frauds and falfhoods of this vile impoftor Wood, 
in every part, I foolifljy difdamed to have recourfe 
to whining, lamenting, and crying for mercy ; but 
rather chafe to appeal to law and liberty, and the 
common rights of mankind, without confidering the 
climate I was in. 

Since your laft refidence in Ireland, I frequent- 
ly have taken ray nag to ride about your grounds ; 

where 
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where I fancied myfelf to feel an air of freedom 
breathing round me ', and I am glad the low con- 
dition of a tradefman, did not qualify me to wait 
on you at your houfe ; for then, I am afraid, my 
writings would not have efcaped feverer cenfurts. 
But I have lately fold my nag, and honeftly told 
his greateft fault, which was that of fnuffing up 
the air about Brackdendown ; whereby he became 
fuch a lover of liberty that I could fcarce hold 
him in. I have likewife buried, at the bottom 
of a ftrong cheft, your lordfliip's writings, under 
a heap of others, that treat of liberty: and fpread 
over a layer or two of Hobbs, Filmer, Bodin, and 
many more authors of that (lamp, to be readied 
at hand, whenever I (hall be difpofed to take up 
a new Jet of principles in government. In the 
mean time,* I defign quietly to look to my (hop, 
and keep as far out of your lordfliip's influence as 
poflible : and, if you ever fee any more of my 
writings on this fubject, I promife you fhall find 
them as irtnocent, as infipid, and without a fting, 
as what I have now offered you. But, if your 
lordftiip will pleafe to give me an eafy leafe of 
fome part of your eftate in Yorkftiire, thither will 
I carry my cheft ; and, turning it upfide down, 
refume my political reading where I left off; feed 
on plain homely fare, and live and die a free ho- 
ned Englifti farmer : but not without regret, for 
leaving my countrymen under the dread of the 
brazen talons of Mr. Wood : my mod loyal and 
innocent countrymen ; to whom I owe fo much 

for 
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for their good opinion of me, and my poor en- 
deavours to ferve them. I am, with the greateft 
refpeft, 

My Lord, 

your Lordfliip's 

moft obedient 
From my Jhop in 
St. Francis-Jlreety and moft h umble fervant, 
Dec. 14. 1724. 

M. B. 



Tbefe papers (for the fixth and feventh letters -were not pub- 
tijbed till long after-wards) prevailed, noiwithfi,in£ng threats, pro* 
fecutions, and imprifonment, aga'inft all the influence of power, and 
all the artifices of cunning : perfons of every rank, and every fc&> 
united -with the drapier in the common caufe; his health -was a per- 
petual toaft, and his effigies were difplayed in every fircet : Wood 
was compelled to withdraw bis patent, and his half-pence were to- 
tally fupprejfed. 



Vol. IV. C A LET- 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



[ 26 1 
A LETTER to the Lord Chancellor 

MlDDLETON # . 
Written in the year 1724. 

[By many paflages in the following letter, and by the date, 
Oct. 6. 1724, it appears to have been written foon after the pro- 
clamation again ft the drapUr, for his fourth letter, and before 
the jury had thrown out the bill of indictment. At this crifis, 
perhaps, the dean did not choofe to refume a character which was 
become obnoxious, and therefore wrote in his own : the original 
was figned with his name, though it appeared to have been ob- 
literated by another hand: for fome reaibn, the publication of it 
was delayed, and it was firft printed in an edition of the dean's 
works publiihed at Dublin, in 1735. This, however, is not the 
only reaibn why it is placed after the fifth letter; for the fifth 
letter appears to have been fubftituted in its (read, and not in- 
tended to follow it. The fourth letter, both in this and in the 
fifth, is called the loft, which could not have happened, if both 
had been parts of the fame (erics. 

The reader will now eafily account for thofe paflages in the 
fixth, by which the prosecution againft Harding appears to be de- 
pending, though, in the fifth, it is mentioned as pad.] 

My Lord, 

IDefire you will confider me as a member, who 
comes in at the latter end of a debate ; or as 
a lawyer, who fpeaks to a caufe, when the matter 
hath been almoft exhaufted, by *thofe who fpoke 
before. 

^remember, fome months ago, I was at your 
houfe upon a commiflion, where I am one of the 
governors; but I went thither, not fo much on 
account of the commiflion, as to afk you fome 

queftions 
* He figned the proclamation againft the Drapier* Haivief, 
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queftions concerning Mr. Wood's patent to coin 
half-pence for Ireland; where you very freely 
told me, in a mixed company, how much you had 
been always againft that wicked projeft * } which 
raifed in me an efteem for you fo far, that I went, , 
in a few days, to make you a vifit, after many 
years intermiflion. I am Hkewife told, that your 
fon wrote two letters from London (one of which 
I have feen) empowering thofe, to whom they were 
directed, to allure his friends, that whereas there 
was a maficious report fpread, of his engaging 
himfelf to Mr. Walpole, for 40,0001. of Wood's 
coin to be received in Ireland, the faid report was 
falfe and groundless : and he had never difcourfed 
with that minifter on this fubjeft, nor would ever 
give his confent to have one farthing of the faid 
coin current here. And, / although it be long 
fince I have given myfelf the trouble of converg- 
ing with people of titles or flations 5 yet I have 
been told by thofe, who can take up with fuch a- 
mufements, that there is not a confiderable perfon 
of the kingdom, fcrupulous in any fort to declare 
his opinion. But all this is needlefs to ailedge, 
when we confider, that the ruinous confequences 
of Wood's patent have been fo ftrongly reprefentr 
ed by both houfes of parliament, by the privy* 
council, the lord mayor and aldermen of Dublin, 
by fo many corporations, and the concurrence of 
the principal gentlemen in mod counties, at their 
* C 2 quarter- 

* Lord Middleton, though he figned the proclamation againft 
the drapier, was yet an enemy to Wood's project,. as appears by. 
facial paflages in this letter. Ha-wk/£ . 
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quarter-feffions, without any regard to party, re- 
ligion, or nation. 

I conclude, from hence, that the currency of 
thefe halfpence would, in the univerfal opinion of 
our people, be utterly deftru&ive to this king- 
dom ; and, confequently, that it is every man's 
duty, not only to refufe this coin himfelf, but, as 
far as in him lies, m to perfuade others to do the 
like : and, whether this be done in private or in 
print, is all a cafe ; as no layman is forbidden to 
write, or to difcourfe upon religious or moral fub- 
je&s, although he may not do it in a pulpit (at 
leaft in our church.) Neither is this an affair of 
ftate, until authority fhall think fit to declare it 
fo : or if you fhould underftand it in that fenfe, yet 
you will pleafe to confider, that I am not now 
preaching. 

Therefore, I do think it my duty, fince the 
drapier will probably be no more heard of, fo far 
to ftipply his place, as not to incur his fortune : 
for I have learnt, from old experience, that there 
are times, wherein a man ought to be cautious, as 
well as innocent.. I therefore hope, that, preferv- 
ing both thefe characters, I may be allowed, by 
offering new arguments, or enforcing old ones, 
to refrefh the memory of my fellow-fubje&s, and 
keep up that good fpirit raifed among them, to 
preferve themfelves from utter ruin, by lawful 
means, and fuch as are permitted by his majefty. 

I believe, you will pleafe to allow me two pro- 
portions: firft, that we are a moft loyal people; 
and, fecondly, that we are a free people, in the 

common 
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common acceptation of that word, applied to a 
fubje£t under a limited monarch. I know very 
well, that you and I did, many years ago, in dif- 
courfe, differ much, in the prefcnce of lord Whar- 
ton, about the meaning of that word liberty^ with 
relation to Ireland. But, if you will not allow 
us to be a free people, there is only another ap- 
pellation left, which, I doubt, my lord chief juflice 
Whitfhed would call me to account for, if I ven- 
ture to beftow : for I obfcrved (and I (hall never 
forget upon what occafion) the device upon his 
coach to be libertas et natale folum^ at the very 
point t)f time when he was fitting in his court, 
and perjuring himfelf to betray both *. 

Now, as for our loyalty to his prefent Majefty $• 
if it hath ever been equalled in any other part of 
his dominions, I am fure it hath never been ex- 
ceeded : and I am confident, he hath not a mini- 
fter in England, who could ever call it once in 
queftion. But, that fome hard rumours, at lead,, 
have been transmitted, from t'other fide the wa- 
ter, I fuppofe you will not doubt : and rumours, 
of the fevereft kind ; which many good people: 
have imputed to the indirect proceeding of Mr. 
Wood and his emiflaries: as if he endeavoured it: 
fhould be thought, that our loyalty depended up- 
on the teft of refufing or taking his copper. Now,, 
as I am fure you will admit us to be loyal people ;, 
fo, you will think it pardonable in us, to hope for. 
all proper marks of favour and protection from 
fo gracious a king, that loyal and free people can, 
C 3 expecl:. 

*Sccthe.addreft to )ethbcu[es of 2arrtament, t byM.&,dra£:a\. 
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expect : among which, we all agree in reckoning 
this to be one ; that Wood's halfpence may never 
have entrance into this kingdom. And this we 
fhall continue to ivijh^ when we dare no longer 
exprefs our wifhes ; although there were no fuch 
mortal as a draper in the world. 

I am heartily forry, that any writer fhould, in 
a caufe ib generally approved, give occafion to 
the government and council, to charge him with 
* " paragraphs, highly reflecting upon his majefty 
u and his minifters; tending to alienate the af- 
" feclions of his good fubjecfcs in England and 
<c Ireland from each other ; and to promote fedi- 
" tion among the people." I mud confefs, tbat> 
with many others, I thought he meant well; al- 
though he might have the failing of better writ- 
ers, to be not always fortunate in the manner of 
exprefling himfelf. 

However, fince the drapier is but one man, I 
fliall think I do a public fervice, by afTerting, that 
the reft of my countrymen are wholly free from 
learning, out of his pamphlets, to reflect on the 
king or his minifters, and to breed fedition. 

I folemnly declare, that I never once heard the 
leaft reflection cafl: upon the king, on the fubjeft 
of Mr. Wood's coin : for, in many difcourfes on 
this matter, I do not remember his majefty's name 
to be fo much as mentioned. As to the miniftry 
in England, the only two perfons hinted at, were, 
the Duke of Grafton and Mr. Walpole : the for- ' 
xner, as I have heard you, and a hundred others 

affirm, 
• In the drafter's 4th Utter, 
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affirm, declared, that he never faw the patent in 
favour of Mr* Wood, before it was pafled, al- 
though he was then lord lieutenant : and, there- 
fore, I fuppofe every body believes, that his grace 
hath been wholly unconcerned in it ever fince. 

Mr. Walpole was indeed ffippofed to be under- 
flood by the letter W. in feveral news-papers ; 
where it is faid, that fome expreffions fell from 
him, not very favourable to the people of Ireland ; 
for the truth of which, the kingdom is not to an- 
fwer, any more than for the difcretion of the pub- 
lifhers. You obferve, the draper wholly clears 
Mr. Walpole of this charge, by very flrong argu- 
ments ; and fpeaks of him with civility. I can- 
not deny myfelf to have been often prefent, 
where the company gave their opinion, that Mr. 
Walpole favoured Mr. Wood*s projects, which I 
always contradicted •, and, for my own part^ ne- 
ver once opened my lips againft that minifter, ei- 
ther in mixed or particular meetings : and my 
reafon for this refervednefs was, becaufe it pleafed 
him, in the queen's time, (I mean queen Anne, 
of ever bleffed memory) to make a fpeech direct- 
ly againft me, by name, in the houfe of commons, 
as I was told, a very few minutes after, in the, 
court of requejls, by more than fifty members. 

But you, who are in a great ftation here, (if 
any thing here may be called great) cannot be ig- 
norant, that whoever is underftood by public 
voice to be chief minifter, will, among tne gene- 
ral talkers, fliare the blame, whether juftly or no, 
of every thing that is difliked \ which I could ea- 

fily 
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fily make appear, in many inftances, from my 
own knowledge, while I was in the world ; and 
particularly in the cafe of the # greateft, the wif- 
eft, and the moft uncorrupt minifter I ever ccn- 
verfed with. 

But, whatever unpleafing opinion fome people 
might conceive of Mr. Walpole, on account x>t 
thofe halfpence, I dare boldly affirm, it was en- 
tirely owing to Mr. Wood. Many perfons of 
credit, come from England, have affirmed to me* 
and others, that they have feen letters under his 
hand, full of arrogance and infolence toward* 
Ireland, and boafting of his favour with Mr. Wal- 
pole 5 which is highly probable ; becaufe he tea- 
fonably thought it for his intereft, to fpread fuch 
a report, and becaufe it is the known talent of 
low and little fpirits, to have a great man's name 
perpetually in their mouths. 

Thus, I have fufficiently juftified the people o£ 
Ireland, from learning any bad leflbn out of the 
drapier's pamphlets, with regard to his majefty 
and his miniflers : and, therefore, if thofe papers, 
were intended to fow fedition among us, God be 
thanked, the feeds have fallen upon a very im- 
proper foil. 

As to alienating the affe&ions of the people of 
England and Ireland from each other; I believe 
the drapier> whatever his intentions were, hath, 
left that matter juft as he found it* 

I have lived long in both kingdoms, as well in. 
country as in town ; and therefore take myfelf to. 

be. 
• Surfed to be the Lord Treafurcr Oxford*, 
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be as well informed as mod men, in the difpofi- 
tions of each people towards the other. By the 
people, I underftand here, only the bulk of the 
common people; and I defire no lawyer may 
diftort or extend my meaning, 

There is a vein of induftry and parfimony, that 
runs through the whole people of England, which, 
added to the eafinefs of their rents, make6 them 
rich and fturdy. As to Ireland, they know little 
more of it than they do of Mexico ; farther than 
that it is a country fubjecl: to the king of England, 
full of bogs, inhabited by wild Irifh papijls^ who 
are kept in awe by mercenary troops fent from 
thence :- and their general opinion is, that it were 
better for England, if this whole ifland were funk 
into the fea : for they have a tradition, that every 
forty years there muft be a rebellion in Ireland. 
Ihave feen the grofleft fuppofitions pafs upon them ; 
that the wild Irifh were taken in toils ; but that, 
in fome time, they would grow fo tame, as to eat 
out of our hands. I have been afked by hundreds* 
and particularly by my neighbours, your tenants 
atPepper-hara, whether I had come from Ireland 
hy fea ? and, upon the arrival of an Irifh man 
to a country town, I have known crouds coming 
about him, and wondering to fee him look fo 
much better than themfelves. 

A gentleman now in Dublin, affii ms, that, pafT- 
ing, fome months ago, through Northampton, 
and finding the whole town in a hurry,, with bells, 
bonfires, and illuminations ; upon afldng the caufe, 
he was told, it was for joy that the Irifh had fu&- 

mitted 
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mined to receive Wood's halfpence. This, I 
think, plainly {hews what fentiments that large 
town hath of us ; and how little they made it 
their own cafe : although they ly dire£My in our 
way to London, and therefore, cannot but be 
frequently convinced, that we have human fliapes. 

As to the people of this kingdom, they confift 
either of Irifh papifts, who are as inconfiderable in 
point of power, as the women and children ; or of 
'En%\\ft\ proteftants, who love their brethren of that 
kingdom, although they may poflibly fometimes 
complain when they think they are hardly ufed : 
however, I confefs, I do not fee that it is of any 
great confequence, how their perfonal affe&ions 
Hand to each other, while the fea divides. them, 
and while they continue in their loyalty to 
the fame prince. And yet I will appeal to you, 
whether thofe from England have reafon to com- 
plain, when they come hither in purfuit of their, 
fortunes ? or, whether the people of Ireland have 
reafon to boaft, when they go to England upon 
the fame defign ? 

My fecond propofition was, that we of Ireland 
are a free people : this, I fuppofe, you will allow, 
at lead with certain limitations remaining in your 
own breaft. However, I am fure it is not crimi- 
nal to affirm ; becaufe the words liberty and proper* 
jfy, as applied to the fubjeft, are often mentioned 
in both houfes of parliament, as well as in yours 
and other courts below ; from whence it muft fol* 
low, that the people of Ireland do, or ought to en- 
joy all the benefits of the common and ftatute 

law y 
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law ; fuch as, to be tried by juries, to pay no mo* 
ney without their own confent as reprefented in 
parliament, and the like. If this be fo, and if it 
be univerfally agreed, that a free people cannot 
by law be compelled to take any money in pay- 
ment, except gold and filver \ I do not fee why 
any man mould be hindered from cautioning his 
eountrymen againft this coin of William Wood ; 
who is endeavouring, by fraud, to rob us of that 
property, which the laws have fecured. If I am 
miilaken, and this copper can be obtruded on us, 
I would put the draper's cafe in another light, by 
iuppofing, that a perfon going into his (hop mould 
agree for thirty millings worth of goods, and force 
the feller to take his payment in a parcel of cop- 
per-pieces, intrinfically not worth above a crown : 
I defire to know, whether the drapier would not 
be a&ually robbed of five and twenty (hillings \ 
and how far he could be faid to be m after of his 
property ? The fame queftion may be applied to 
rents and debts on bond or mortgage, and to all 
kind of commerce whatfoever. 

Give me leave to do, what the drapier hath done 
more than once before me 5 which is, to relate the 
naked fa&, as it (lands in view of the world. 

One William Wood, Efq; and hardware-man, 
obtains by fraud a patent in England to coin 
108,000 1. ki copper, topafs in Ireland, leaving us 
at liberty to take or to refufe. The people here, in 
all forts of bodies and reprefentatives, do openly 
and heartily declare, that they will not accept 
this coin : to juftify thefe declarations, they gene- 
rally 
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rally offer two reafons ; firft, becaufe by the words 
of the patent they are at left to their own choice; 
and fecondly, becaufe they are not obliged by law : 
fo that you fee there is helium atque virum ; a 
kingdom on one fide, and William Wood on the 
other. And if Mr. Wood get6 the victory at the 
expence of Ireland's ruin, and the profit of one 
or two hundred thoufand pounds (I mean by conti- 
nuing, and counterfeiting as long as he lives) for 
himfelf •, I doubt, both prefent and future ages will 
at lead think it a very lingular fcheme. 

If this fa& be truly ftated> I mud confefs, I 
look upon it as my duty, fo far as God hath ena- 
bled me, and as long as I keep within the bounds 
of truth, of duty, and of decency, to warn my 
fellow-fubje&s, as they value their king, their 
country, and all that ought or can be dear to 
them, never to admit this pernicious coin ; no, 
not fo much as one fingle half-penny : for if 
one fingle thief forces the door, it is in vain to 
talk of keeping out the whole crew behind. 

And while I fhall be thus employed, I will ne- 
ver give myfclf leave to fuppofe that what I fay, 
can either offend my f lord lieutenant, whofeper- 
fon and great qualities I have always highly re- 
fpefted (as I am fure his excellency will be my 
witnefs) or the minifters in England, with whom 
I have nothing to do, or they with me ; much 
lefs the privy-council here ; who, as I am inform- 
ed, did fend an addrefs to his majefty agaioft Mr. 
Wood's coin ; which, if it be a miftake, I defire 
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I may not be accufed for a fp reader of falfe news ; 
but I confefs, I am fo great a ftranger to affairs* 
that, for any thing I know, the whole body of the 
council may fince hate been changed : and al- 
though I obferved fome of the very fame names 
in a late declaration againft that coin, which I 
faw fubfcribed to the proclamation againft the 
drapier , yet poflibly they may be different perfons ; 
for they are utterly unknown to me, and are like 
to continue fo. 

In this controverfy, where the reafoners oil 
each fide are divided by St. George's channel, 
his majefty's prerogative perhaps would not have 
been mentioned, if Mr. Wood and his advocates 
had not made it neceflary, by giving out, that the 
currency of his coin mould be enforced by a pro- 
clamation. The traders and common people of 
the kingdom were heartily willing to refufe this 
coin 5 but the fear of a proclamation, brought a- 
long with it mod dreadful apprehenfions. It was 
therefore abfolutely neceflary for the drapiet to 
remove this difficulty ; and accordingly, in one of 
his former pamphlets, he produced invincible ar- 
guments, (wherever he picked them up) that the 
king's prerogative was not at all concerned in the 
matter ; fince the law had fufSciently provided a- 
gainft any coin to be impofed on the fubjeft, ex- 
cept gold and filver ; and that copper is not mo- 
ney, but, as it hath been properly called, nummo* 
rum famulus. 

The three former letters from the drapier, hav- 
ing not received any public cenfure, I look upon 
Vol. IV. D them 
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them to be without exception ; ami that the good 
people of the kingdom ought to read them often, 
in order to keep up that fpirit raifed againft this 
deftru&ive coin of Mr. Wood, As for this laft 
letter, againft which a proclamation is ifTued ; I 
fliall only fay, that I could with it were ftripped 
of all that can be any way exceptionable ; which 
I would not think it below me to undertake, if 
my abilities were equal : but being naturally fome- 
what flow of comprehenfion, no N lawyer, and apt 
to believe the beft of thofe who profefs good de- 
figus, without any vifible motive either of profit 
or honour ; I might pore for ever, without diftin- 
guiftiing the cockle from the corn. 

That which I am told gives the greateft offence 
in this laft letter f, is, where the drapier affirms, 
that if a rebellion fhould prove fo fuccefsful, as to 
fix the pretender on the throne of England, he 
would venture fo far to tranfgrefs the Irifh fta- 
tute, which unites Ireland to England under one 
king, as to lofe every drop of his blood to hinder 
him from being king of Ireland. 

I fhall not prefume to vindicate any man, who 
openly declares he would tranfgrefs a ftatute; and 
a ftatute of fuch importance : but, with the mpft 
huipble fubmiflion and defire of pardon for a very 
innocent miftake, I fhould be apt tq think, that 
the loyal intention of the writer might be at leaft 
fomefmall extenuation of his crime : for, in this, 
I confefs myfelf to think with the drapier. 

I have not been hitherto told of any other ob- 
jections 
t Letter 4. See the note prefixed to this letter. , 
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jcfkions againft that pamphlet ; but I fuppofe, they 
will all appear, at the profecution of the drapier. 
And I think, whoever, in his own confcience, be- 
lieves the faid pamphlet to be wicked and malici- 
ous, feditious and fcandalous, highly reflecting 
upon his majefty and his minifters, E5V. would 
do well to difcover the author, (as little a friend 
as I am to the trade of informers) although the 
reward of 300 1. had not been tacked to the dif- 
covery. I own, it would be a great fatisfa£Kon to 
me to hear the arguments, not only of judges, but 
of lawyers, upon this cafe. Becaufe you cannot 
but know, there often happen occafions, wherein 
k would be very convenient, that the bulk of the 
people fhould be informed how they ought to con- 
duct themfelves ; and therefore, it hath been the 
wifdom of the Englifh parliaments to be very re- 
ferred in limiting the prefs. When a bill is de- 
bating in either houfe of parliament there, no- 
thing is more ufual, than to have the controverfy 
handled by pamphlets on both fides, without the 
lead animadverfion upon the authors. 

So here, in the cafe of Mr. Wood and his coin 5 
fince the two houfes gave their opinion by ad- 
drefles, how dangerous the currency of that cop- 
per would be to Ireland, it was without all quef- 
tion both lawful arid convenient, that the bulk of 
the people (hould be' let more particularly into 
the nature of the danger they were in, and of the 
remedies that were in their own power, if they 
would have the fenfe to apply them ; and this can- 
not be more conveniently done, than by particu- 
D z lax 
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lar perfons, to whom God hath given zeal and 
underftanding fufficient for fuch an undertaking. 
Thus it happened in the cafe of that deftru&ive 
projeft for a bank in Ireland, which was brought 
into parliament a few years ago ; and it was al- 
lowed, that the arguments and writings of fome 
without doors, contributed very much to reje& it. 

Now, I ihould be heartily glad, if fome able 
lawyers would prefcribe the limits, how far a 
private man may venture in delivering his thoughts 
upon public matters 5 becaufe a true lover of his 
country may think it hard to be a quiet ftander- 
by, and an indolent looker-on, while a public er- 
ror prevails by which a whole nation may be ruin- 
ed. Every man who enjoys property, hath fome 
fhare in the public ; and therefore the care of the 
public is in fome degree every fuch man's concern. 

To come to particulars ; I could wifh to know, 
whether it be utterly unlawful in any writer, fo 
much as to mention the prerogative j at leaft, fo 
far as to bring it into doubt upon any point what- 
soever. I know it is often debated in Weftmin-* 
iter-hall ; and Sir Edward Coke, as well as other 
eminent lawyers, do frequently handle that fub-> 
je£t in their books ? 

Secondly, How far the prerogative extends, to 
force coin upon the fubjeft, which is not fterling; 
fuch as lead, brafs, copper, mixed metal, fhells, 
leather, or any other material ; and fix upon it 
whatever denomination the crown (hall think fit? 

Thirdly, What is really and truly meant by that 

phrajfe 
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phrafe of a depending kingdom, as applied to Ire- 
land, and wherein that dependency confifteth ? 

Laftly, In what points relating to liberty and 
property the people of Ireland differ, or at leaft 
ought to differ, from thofe of England ? 

If thefe particulars were made fo clear, that 
none could miftake them, it would be of infinite 
eafe and ufe to the kingdom ; and either prevent 
or filence all difcontents. 

My lord Sommers, the greateft man I ever 
knew of your robe, and whofe thoughts of Ire- 
land differed, as far as heaven and earth, from 
thofe of fome others among his brethren here, la- 
mented to me, that the prerogative of the crown, 
or the privileges of parliament, fliould ever be li- 
able to difpute in any (ingle branch of either; by, 
which means, he faid, the public often fuffered 
great inconveniencies, whereof he gave me feve- 
ral inftances. I produce the authority of fo emi- 
nent a perfon, to juftify my defires, that fome 
high points might be cleared. 

For want of fuch known afcertainment, how 
far a writer may proceed in expreffing his good 
wifhes for his country, a perfon of the mod in- 
nocent intentions may poffibly, by the oratory 
and comments of lawyers, be charged with many 
crimes, which from his very foul he abhors ; and 
confequently may be ruined in his fortunes, and 
left to rot among thieves in fome (linking jail, 
merely for miftaking the purlieus of the law. I 
have known in my lifetime, a printer profecuted 
D 3 and 
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and convi&ed for publifhing a * pamphlet, where 
the author's intentions, I am confident, were as 
good and innocent as thofe of a martyr at his laft 
prayers. I did very lately, as I thought it my 
duty, preach to the people under my infpe&ion, 
upon the fubjeel: of Mr. Wood's coin ; and al- 
though I never heard that my fermon gave the 
Jeaft offence, as I am fure none was intended* 
yet, if it were now printed and publifhed, I can- 
not fay, I would enfure it from the hands of the 
common hangman, or my own perfon from thofc 
of a mefienger. 

I have heard the late chief-juftice Holt affirm, 
that, in all criminal cafes, the mod favourable in- 
terpretation mould be put upon words, that they 
can pofTihly bear. You meet the fame pofitior* 
aflerted in many trials for the greateft crimes j 
though often very ill praftifed, by the perpetual 
corruption of judges. And I remember, at a trial 
in Kent, where Sir George Rook was indifted for 
calling a gentleman knave and villain, the lawyer 
for the defendant brought off his client, by al- 
ledging, that the words were not injurious ; for 
knave, in the old and true fignification, imported ' 
only a fervant ; and villain, in Latin, is villicus y 
which is no more than a man employed in coun- 
try labour, or rather a baily. 

If Sir John Holt's opinion were a ftandard maxim 
for all times and circumftances, any writer, with, 
a very fmall meafure of difcretion, might eafily be 

fafe ; 

* Suppofed to be, A propofal for the univerfal ufe of Irifl* 
manufactures, written by the author^ 
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fafe ; but I doubt, in practice, it hath been fre- 
quently controlled, at leaft before his time : for 
I take it to be an old rule in law. 

I have read, or heard, a paffage of Signor Leti r 
an Italian ; who, being in London, bufying him- 
felf with writing the hiftory of England, toldKing^ 
Charles II. that he endeavoured, as much as he 
could, to avoid giving offence ; but found it a 
thing impoffible, although he fhould have been a* 
wife as Solomon. The king anfvvered, that if 
this were the cafe, he had better employ his time 
in writing proverbs, as Solomon did : but Leti lay 
under no public neceffity of writing, neither would 
England have been one halfpenny the better or the 
worfe, whether he writ or no. 

This I mention, becaufe I know it will readily 
be obje&ed, What have private men to do with 
the public ? what call had a drapier to turn poli- 
tician, to meddle in matters of ft ate ? would not 
, his time have been better employed in looking to> 
his {hop ; or his pen in writing proverbs, elegies,, 
ballads, garlands, and wonders ? he would then 
have been out of all clanger of proclamations and 
frofecutions. Have we not able magiftrates and 
counfellors, hourly watching over the public weal? 
All this may be true : and yet, when the addretTes 
from both houfes of parliament, againft Mr. 
Wood's half- pence, failed of fuccefs, if fome pen- 
had not been employed, to inform the people how 
far they might legally proceed in refuting that 
• coin ; to deted: the fraud, the artifice, and infolence 
of the coiner \ and to lay open the mod ruinous; 

" confequences 
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confcquences to the whole kingdom, which would 
inevitably follow from the currency of the faid 
coin ; I might appeal to many hundred thoufand 
people, whether any one of them would ever have 
had the courage or fagacity to refufe it. 

If this copper fliould begin to make its way a- 
mong the common ignorant people, we are ine- 
vitably undone. It is they who give us the great- 
eft apprehenfion, being eafily frighted, and greedy 
to fwallow mi fin formations : for, if every man 
were wife enough to underftand his own intereft, 
which is every man's principal ftudy, there would 
be no need of pamphlets upon this occafion : but, 
as things (land, I have thought it abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, from my duty to God, my king, and my 
country, to inform the people, that the proclama- 
tion lately iffued againft the drapier, doth not in 
the lead affecT: the cafe of Mr. Wood and his coin, 
but only refers to certain paragraphs in the dra- 
per's laft pamphlet *, (not immediately relating 
to his fubjeft, nor at all to the merits of the caufe) 
which the government was pleafed to diflike \ fo 
that any man has the fame liberty to reject, to 
write, and to declare againft this coin, which he 
had before : neither is any man obliged to believe, 
that thofe honourable perfons (whereof you are 
the firft) who figned that memorable proclama- 
tion againft the drapier, have at all changed their 
opinions with regard to Mr. Wood, or his coin. 

Therefore, concluding myfelf to be thus far up- 
on a fafe and fure foot, I fhall continue, upon any 

proper 
• The 4tk letter. 
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proper occafion, as God enables me, to revive and 
preferve that fpirit raifed in the nation (whether 
the real author were a real drapier or no, is little 
to the purpofe) againft this horrid defign of Mr. 
Wood i at the fame time, carefully watching every 
ftroke of my pen, and venturing only to incur the 
public cenfure of the world as a writer, not of my 
lord chief-jnftice Whitfhed as a criminal. When r 
ever an order (hall come out by authority, forbid- 
ding all men, upon the higheft penalties, to offer 
any thing in writing, or difcourfe, againft Mr. 
Wood's halfpence, I fhall certainly fubmit. How* 
ever, if that mould happen, I am determined to 
be fomewhat more than the laft man in the king- 
dom to receive them ; becaufe I will never receive 
them at all : for, although I kno.w how to be fi- 
lent, I have 4iot yet learned to pay aclive obedi- 
ence againft my confcience, and the public fafety. 

I defire to put a cafe, which I think the dra- 
pier y in forae of his books, hath put before me; 
although not fo fully as it requires. 

You know, the copper 'halfpence in England 
are coined by the public \ and every piece worth 
pretty near the value of the copper. Now, fup- 
pofe that, inftead of the public coinage, a patent 
had been "granted to fome private, obfcure perfon, 
for coining a proportionable quantity of copper in 
that kingdom, to what Mr. Wood is preparing in 
this ; and all o£ it, at leaft, five times below the 
intrinfic value: the current money of England is 
reckoned to be twenty millions $ and ours under 

500,000 
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500,000 pounds # : by this computation, as Mr. 
Wood hath power to give us 108,000 pounds ; fo 
the patentee in England, by the fame proportion, 
might cifculate 4,320,000 pounds, befides as 
much more by ftealth -and counterfeits. I defire 
to know from you, whether the parliament might 
not have addrefTed upon fuch an occafion 5 what 
fuccefs they probably would have had ; and how 
many drapiers would have rifen, to [iefter the world 
with pamphlets : yet that kingdom would not be 
fo great a fufferer as ours, in the like cafe 5 be- 
caufe their cadi would not be conveyed into fo- 
reign countries, but lie hid in the chefta of cau- 
tious, thrifty men, until better times* Then I 
defire, for the fatisfa&ion of the public, that you 
will pleafe to inform me, why this country is 
treated in fo very different a manner, in a point 
of fuch high importance; whether it be on ac- 
count of Poiningfs acV; of fubordination •, depend- 
ence ; or any other term of art, which I (hall not 
con t eft, but am too dull to underftand. 

I am veryfenfible, that the good or ill fuccefs 
of Mt. Wood will affeft you lefs than any perfon 
of confequence in the kingdom ; becaufe I hear 
you are fo prudent as to make all your purchafes 
in England y and truly fo would I, if I had mo- 
ney, although I were to pay a hundred years pur- 
chafe ; becaufe I fhould be glad to poffefe a 4 free- 
hold, that could not be taken from me by any 
law, to which 1 did not give my own confenf, and 
where I fhould never be in danger of receiving 

my 
* It is fince funk to 100,000 1. 
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my rents in mixt copper, at the lofs of fixteen 
Shillings in the pound. You can live in eafe and 
plenty at Pepper-hara in Surry; and therefore I 
thought it extremely generous and public-fpirited 
in you, to be of the kingdom's fide in this difpute, 
by (hewing, without referve, your difapprobation 
of Mr. Wood's defign ; at leaft, if you have been 
fo frank to others, as you are to me ; which in- 
deed I could not but wonder at, confidering how 
much we differ in other points; and, therefore, I 
could get but fewl>elievers, when I attempted to 
juftify you in this article from your own words. 

I w^tuld humbly offer another thought, which 
I do not remember to have fallen under the dra- 
picr's obfervation. If thefe halfpence mould once 
gain admittance, it is agreed, that, in no long 
fpace of time, what by the clandeftine pra&ices 
of the coiner, what by his own counterfeits, and 
thofe of others, either from abroad or at home, 
his limited quantity would be tripled upon us, 
until there would not be a grain of gold or filver 
vifible in the nation. This, in my opinion, would 
lay a heavy charge upon the crown, by creating a 
necefiity of tranfmitting money from England, to 
pay the falaries at leaft of the principal civil offi- 
cers : for I do not conceive how a judge (for in- 
stance) could fupport his dignity with a thoufand 
pounds a-year in Wood's coin ; which would not 
intrinfically be worth near two hundred. To ar- 
gue that thefe halfpence, if no other coin were 
current, would anfwer the general ends of com- 
merce among ourfelves, is a great miftake ; and 

the 
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the drapier hath made that matter too clear to\ul* 
mit an anfwer, by {hewing us, what every owner 
of land muft be forced to do with the produ£b of 
it in fuch a diftrefs. You may read his remarks 
at large, in his fecond or third letter ; to which I 
refer you. 

Before I conclude, I cannot but obfcrve, that, 
for feveral months pad, there have more papers 
been written in this town, fuch as they are, all 
upon the bed public principle, the love of our 
country, than perhaps hath been known in any 
other nation in fo fhort a time : I fpeak in gene- 
ral, from the drapier down to the maker ^f bal- 
lads ; and all without any regard to the common 
motives of writers; which are, profit, favour, and 
reputation. As to profit, I am affured, by perfons 
of credit, that the bed ballad upon Mr. Wood, 
will not yield above a groat to the author ; and 
the unfortunate adventurer Harding # declares, he 
never made the drapier any prefent, except one 
pair of fciflars. As to favour, whoever thinks to 
make his court,* by oppofing Mr. Wood, is not 
very deep in politics. And as to reputation, cer- 
tainly no man of worth and learning would em- 
ploy his pen upon fo tranfitory a fubjeft, and in 
fo obfcure a corner of the world, to diftinguifh 
himfelf as an author. So that I look upon my- 
felf, the drapier, and my numerous brethren, to 
be all true patriots in our feveral degrees. 

All that the public can expect for the future, 
is, only to be fometimes warned to beware of Mc. 

Wood's 

* The printer of the drapier's letters. 
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Wood's halfpence ; and to be referred for con- 
viction to the drapier\ reafons. For, a man of the 
mod fuperior underftanding will find it impofliblc 
to make the beft ufe of it, while he writes in con- 
ftraint ; perpetually foftening, correcting, or blot- 
ting out expreffions, for fear of bringing his print- 
er, or hirofelf, under a profecution from my lord 
chief-juftke Whitlhed. It calls to my remem- 
brance the madman in Don Quixote, who, being 
foundly beaten by a weaver, for letting a ftonc 
(which he always carried on his moulder) fall up- 
on a fpaniel, apprehended, that every cur he met 
was of the fame fpecies. 

For*thefe reafons, I am convinced, that what I 
have now written, will appear low and infipid ; 
but, if it contributes in the leaft to preferve that 
union among us, for oppofing this fatal project: of 
Mr. Wood, my pains will not be altogether loft. 

I fent thefe papers to an eminent; lawyer (and 
yet a man of virtue and learning into the bargain) 
who, after many alterations, returned them back, 
with aflitring me, that they are perfectly innocent ; 
without the lead mixture of treafon, rebellion, fe- 
dition, malice, difaffection, reflection, or wicked 
infinuation whatfoever. 

If the bell-man of each parifh, as he goes his 
circuit, would cry out every night, Pad twelve 
o'clock ; Beware of Wood's halfpence \ it would 
probably cut off the occafion for publifhing any 
more pamphlets, provided that, in country towns, 
it were done upon market-days. For my own 

Vol. IV. E part, 
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part, as foon as it mail be determined, that it is 
not againft law, I will begin the experiment in the 
liberty of St. Patrick's; and hope my example may 
be followed in the whole city* But if authority 
{hall think fit to forbid all writings, or difcourfes 
upon this fubje&, except fuch as are in favour of 
Mr. Wood, I will obey as it becomes me ; only, 
when I am in danger of burfting, I will go and 
■whifper among the reeds, not any reffe&ion upon 
the wifdom of my countrymen ; but only thefe 
few words, BEWARE OF WOOD'S HALF- 
PENCE. 

I am, •' 

with due refpeel, 

your mod obedient, 

Deanry-houfe, humble fervant, 

0#. 26. 1724. 

J. S. 
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An HUMBLE ADDRESS 
to both Houfes of Parliament.* 

By M. B. Drapier. 

Multa gemens ignominiam plagafque fuperbi 
FiSforis 

T Have been, told, that petitions and addreffes^ 
* to either king or parliament, are the right of 
every fubje£fc ; provided they confift with that re-> 
fpe£t, which is due tq princes and great aflemblies. 
Neither do I remember, that the modeft propofals 
or opinions of private men have been ill received, 
when they have not been delivered in the ftyle 
of advice ; which is a prefumption far from my 
thoughts. However, if propofals fhould be look- 
ed upon as too afiuming * yet, I hope, every man 
fiiay be fuffered to declare his own and the na- 
tion's wifhes. For inftance 5 I may be allowed to 
wifti, that fome further laws were ena&ed for the 
advancement of trade 5 for the improvement of a- 
griculture, now ftrangely neglc&ed, againft the 
E 2 maxims 

* This addrefs is without a date ; but it appears to have been 
written during the firft feffion of parliament in lord Carteret's 
government, though it did not appear till it was inferted with 
the preceding letter in the Dublin edition of 1735. 

Among other inaccuracies in the Irifh edition, two dates are 
affigned to the following traft : in the advertifement prefixed* 
it is faid to have been written the firft feflion of Carteret's go- 
vernment $ and in the title-page, to be written before his a*- 
xWaL m-wktf* 
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maxims of all wife nations \ for fupplying the ma* 
nifeft defe&s in the a&s concerning the planta- 
tion of trees ; for fetting the poor to work ; and 
many others. 

Upon this principle I may venture to affirm, 
it is the hearty wifli of the whole nation, very 
few excepted, that the parliament in this fe(fion 
would begin by ftri&ly examining into the detef- 
table fraud of one William Wood, now or late of 
London, hard-ware man ; who illegally and clan- 
deftinely, as appears by our own votes and addref- 
fes, procured a patent in England for coining 
half-pence in that kingdom, to be current here. 
This, I fay, is the wifh of the whole nation, 
very few excepted ; and, upon account of thofe 
few, is more ftrongly and juftly the wiih'of thereft : 
thole few confiding either of Wood's confederates, 
fome obfeure tradefmen, or certain bold UNDER- 
TAKERS, of weak judgement and ftrong ambi- 
tion, who think to find their account in the ruin 
of the nation, by fecuring or advancing themfelves. 
And, becaufe fuch men proceed upon a fyftem of 
politics, to which I would fain hope you will be 
always utter ftrangers, I fhall humbly lay it before 
you. 

Be pleafed to fuppofe me in a ftation of fifteen 
nundred pounds a year, falary and perquifites ; 
and likewife poflcfled of 800 1. a year real eftate. 
Then fuppofe a deftru&ive projeft to be on foot; 
fuch, for inftance, as this of Wood ; which; if it 
fucceed, in all the confequences naturally to be 
expefted from it, muft fink the Teats and wealth 

of 
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of the kingdom one half, (although I am confi- 
dent, it would have done fo five-fixths.) Suppofe, 
I conceive that the countenancing, or privately 
fupportingthisprojeft, will pleafe thofeby whom 
I expedr, to be preferved, or higher exalted ; no- 
thing then remains, but to compute and balance 
my gain and my lofs, and fum up the whole. I 
fuppofe that I {hall keep my employment ten years, 
not to mention the fair chance of a better. This, 
at 1500 1. a year, amounts in ten years to 15,000 1. 
My eftate, by the fuccefs of the (aid projeft, finks 
400 1. a year ; which, at twenty years purchafe, is 
but 8000 1. ; fo that I am a clear gainer of 7000 1. 
upon the balance. And during all that period, I 
am ppffefied of power and credit, can gratify my 
favourites, and take vengeance on my enemies. 
And, if the projeft mifcarry, my private merit is 
ftill entire. This arithmetic, as horrible as it ap- 
pears, I knowingly affirm to have been pra&ifed, 
and applied in conjunftures, whereon depended 
the ruin or fafety of a nation : although probably 
the charity and virtue of a fenate will hardly be 
induced to believe, that there can be fuch monfters 
among mankind. And yet the wife lord Bacon 
mentions a fort of people, (I doubt the race is 
not yet extinci) who would fet a houfe on fire for 
the convenience of roafting their own eggs at the 
flame. 

But whoever is old enough to remember, arid 

hath turned his thoughts to obferve the courfe of 

public affairs in this kingdom from the time of the 

revolution, . mult acknowledge, that the higheft 

E 3 points 
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points of intereft and liberty have been often fa- 
crificed to the avarice and ambition of particular 
perfons, upon the very principles and arithmetic 
that I have fuppofed : the only wonder is, how- 
thefe artifts were able to prevail upon numbers, 
and influence even public aflemblies to become in- 
struments for effecting their execrable defigns. 

It is, I think^ in all confcience, latitude enough 
for vice, if a man in ftation be allowed to aft 
injuftice upon the ufual principles of getting a 
bribe, wreaking his malice, ferving his party, or 
confulting his preferment, while his wickednefa 
terminates in the ruin only of particular perfons. 
But, to deliver up our whole country, and every 
living foul who inhabits it, to certain deftru&ion, 
hath not, as I remember, been permitted by the 
mod favourable eafuifts on the fide of corruption* 
It were far better, that all, who have had the 
misfortune to be born in this kingdom, fhouid be 
rendered incapable of holding any employment 
whatfoever above the degree of a conftable, (ac- 
cording to the fcheme and intention of a great 
minifter + gone to his own place) than to live un- 
der the daily apprehenfions of a few falfe brethren 
among ourfelves. Becaufe, in the former cafe, we 
fliould be wholly free from the danger of being 
betrayed; fince none could then have impudence 
enough to pretend any public good. 

It is true, that in this defperate affair of the 
new halfpence, I have not heard of any man above 
my own degree of afhop-keepertohavebeenhi-k 

thertft 
| The late Earl of SundcrJbuak 
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thertofo bold, as in direft terms to vindicate the 
fatal project, although I have been told of fome ve- 
ry mollifying expreffions which were ufed, and ve- 
ry gentle expedients propofed and handed about, 
when it firft came under debate : but fince the 
eyes of the people have, been fo far opened, that 
the moft ignorant can plainly fee their own ruin in 
the fuccefs of Wood's attempt, thefe grand com- 
pounders have been more cautious. 

But that the fame fpirit (till fubfifts, bath ma- 
nifeftly appeared (among other inftances of great 
compliance) from certain circum (lances, that have 
attended fome late proceedings * in a court of 
judicature. There is not any common-place more- 
frequently infifted on by thofe who treat of our 
conftitution, than the great happineftf and excel- 
lency of trials by juries : yet if this bleffed part 
of our law be eludable at pleafure, by the force of 
power, frowns and artifice, we (hall have little 
reafon to boaft of our advantage in this particular* 
over other ftates or kingdoms in Europe. And 
furely thefe high proceedings, exercifed in a point 
that fo nearly concerned the life-blood of the 
people, their neceffary fubfiftence, their very food 
and raiment, and ev£n the public peace, will 
not allow any favourable appearance ; bccaufe it 
was obvious, that fo much Tuperabundant zeal 
could have no other defign, or produce any other 
effect, than to damp that fpirit raifed in the 

nation 

* By Chief-Juftice Whitfhed, whofe method with a jury may 
be feen in the note which follows the propofal for the ufe of Irilb 
manufactures, and that at the end of fcafonahlc advice to. at 
grand-jury. Hawhf. 
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nation againft this accurfed fcheme of William 
Wood and his abettors ; to which fpirit alone we 
owe, and for ever muft owe, our being hitherto 
preferred, and our hopes of being preferved for the 
future, if it can be kept up, and ftrongly counte- 
nanced by your wife aflemblies. I wifh I could 
account for fuch a demeanor upon a more chari- 
table foundation, than that of putting our intereft 
in over-balance with the ruin of our country. * 
I remember, fome months ago, when this affair 
was frefh in difcourfe, a perfon nearly allied to 
SOMEBODY, or (as the hawkers called him) 
NOBODY, who was thought deeply concerned, 
went about very diligently among his acquain- 
tance, to (hew the bad confequences that might 
follow from any public refentment to the difad- 
vantage of his ally, Mr."Wood ; principally al- 
ledging the danger of all employments being dif- 
ppfed of from England. One of thefe emiflaries 
came to me, and urged the fame topic. I anfwer- 
ed naturally, that I knew there was no office of 
any kind, which a man from England might not 
have, if he thought it worth his afking j and that 
I looked upon all who had the difadvantage of 
being born here, as only in the condition of leafers 
and gleaners. Neither could I forbear mention- 
ing the known fable of the country man, who in- 
treated his afs to fly for fear of being taken by the 
enemy; but the afs refufed to give himfelf that 
trouble, and upon a very wife reafon ; becatife 
he could not poffibly change his prefent mafirer 
for a worfe : the enemy could not make him fare 

harder, 
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harder, beat him more cruelly, or load him with 
heavier burdens. 

Upon thefe, and many more confiderations, I 
may affirm it to be the wifti of the whole nation, 
that the power and privileges of juries were de- 
clared , ascertained, and confirmed by the legis- 
lature ; and that whoever hath been manifeftly 
known to violate them, might be fligmatized by 
public cenfure ; not from any hope that fuch a 
cenfure will amend their pra&ices, or hurt their 
intereft, (for it may probably operate quite con- 
trary in both) but that the nation may know 
their enemies from their freinds. 

I fay not this with any regard or view to my- 
felf; for I write in great fecurity ; and am refol- 
ved that none (hall merit at my expence, further 
than by fhewing their zeal to difcover, profecute 
and condemn me, for endeavouring to do my duty 
in ferving my country : and yet I am confcious to 
myfelf, that I never had the leaft intention to 
refleft on his- majefty's minifters, nor on any 
other perfon,> except William Wood, whom I 
neither did, nor do yet conceive to be of that num- 
ber. However, fome would have it, that I went 
too far ; but I fuppofe they will now allow them- 
felves miftaken. I am fure I might eafily have 
gone further ; and I think I could not eafily harve 
fared worfe. And therefore I was no further af- 
fe&ed with their proclamation, and fubfequent 
proceedings, than a good clergyman is with the 
fins of the people. And as to the poor printer, 

:,he 
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J^e is now gone to appear before a higher* and 
before a righteous tribunal. 

As my intention is only to lay before your great 
afTemblies, the general wifties of the nation; aod 
as I have already declared it ouj principal wi£h, 
that your firft proceeding would be, to examine 
into the pernicious fraud of William Wood \ fi> 
I muft add, as the univerfal opinion, that all 
fch ernes of commutation, competition, and the 
like expedients, either avowed or implied, will be of 
the mod pernicious confequences to the public ; a- 
gainft the dignity of a free kingdom ; and prove an 
encouragement to future adventurers in the fame 
-deftru&ive projects. For it is a maxim, which 
no man at prefent difputes, that even a conni- 
vance tp admit one thoufand pounds in thefe 
halfpence, will produce in time the feme rui- 
nous effects, as if we openly confent to ad* 
mit a million. It were therefore infinitely more 
fafe and eligible, to leave things in the doubt- 
ful, melancholy ftate they are at prefent, (which, 
however, God forbid) and truft entirely to the 
general averfion of our people againft this coin, 
ufing all honeft endeavours to preferve, conti? 
nue and increafe that averfion, than fubmjt to ap- 
ply thofe palliatives, which weak, perfidious, 
of abject politicians are upon all occafions, and in 
all difeafes, fo ready to adminifter. 

In the fmall compafs of my reading (which 
however hath been more extenfive than is ufual 
to men of my inferior calling) I have obferved, 
that grievances have always preceded fupplies ; 

and 
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and if ever grievances had a title to Arch a pre- 
eminence, it muft be this of Wood; becaufe it 
is not only the greateft grievance that any country 
could fuffer, but a grievance of fuch a kind, that, 
if it fhould take effe£t, would make it impoffibJe 
for us to give any fupplies at all, except adulterate 
copper ; unlefs a tax were laid for paying the civil 
and military lifts, and the large penfions, with 
real commodities inftead of money ; which, how-, 
ever, might be liable to fome few obje&ions, as 
well as difficulties : for although the cotnmon fol- 
diers might be content with beef a*nd mutton, and 
wool, and malt and leather ; yet I am in fome 
doubt as to the generals, the colonels, the nu- 
merous penfioners, the civil officers and others, 
who all live in England upon Irifh pay, as well 
as thofe few who refide among us, only becaufe 
they cannot help it. 

There is one particular, which, although I have 
mentioned more than once in foihe of my for- 
mer papers, yet I cannot forbear to repeat, and a 
little enlarge upon it ; becaufe I do not remem- 
ber to have read or heard of the like, in the hi- 
ftory of any age or country; neither do lever 
refle£t upon it, without the utmoft aftonifhment. 

After the unanimbus addrefTes to his facred 
majefty, againft this patent of Wood, from both 
houfes of parliament, which are the three eftates 
t)f the kingdom ; and likewife an addftfs from 
the privy council, to whom, under the chief go- 
vernors, the whole adminiftration is entrufted ; 
the matter is referred to a committee of council 

in 
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in London. Wood, and his adherents, are heard 
on one fide ; and a few volunteers, without any 
truft or direction from hence, on the other. The 
queftion (as I remember) chiefly turned upon the 
want of halfpence in Ireland. Witnefles are 
called on the behalf of Wood, of what credit, I 
have formerly (hewn.* Upon the iffue, the pa- 
tent is found good and legal : all his majefty'g 
officers here, not excepting the military, com- 
manded to be aiding and affifting to make it ef- 
fectual ; the addreffes of both houfes of parlia- 
ment, of the privy council, and of the city of 
Dublin, the declarations of mod counties and 
corporations through the kingdom, are altogether 
laid afide, as of no weight, confequence, or con- 
federation whatfoever \ and the whole kingdom 
of Ireland nonfuited, in default of appearance ; 
as if it were a private caufe between John Dow, 
plaintiff, and William Row, defendant. 

With great refpeel to thofe honourable perfons, 
the committee of council in London, I have not 
underftood them to be our governors, coun fell ors 
% or judges. Neither did our cafe turn at all upon 
the queftion, Whether Ireland wanted halfpence ? 
For, there is no doubt, but we do want both 
halfpence, gold, and filver j and we have num- 
berlefs other wants, and fome that we are not £o 
much as allowed to name, although they are pe- 
culiar to this nation, to which no ojher is fub- 
jecT:, whom God hath blefled with religion 
and laws, or any degree of foil and fun-fhine : 

i kut 
* In Letter III. 
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but, for what demerits on our fide, I am altoge- 
ther in the dark. 

But I do not remember that our want of half- 
pence was either affirmed, or denied in any of 
our addreiTes or declarations againfl thofe of 
Wood. We alledged the fraudulent obtaining 
and executing his patent, the bafenefs of his me- 
tal, and the prodigious fum to be coined, which 
might be increafed by Health, from foreign im- 
portation, and his own counterfeits, as well as 
thofe at home ; whereby we mud infallibly lofe 
all our little gold and filver, and all our poor re- 
mainder of a very limited and difcotiraged trade. 
We urged, that the patent was pafled without 
the leaft reference hither; and without mention 
of any fecurity given by Wood to receive his own 
halfpence upon demand ; both which are con- 
trary to all former proceedings in the like cafes. 
Thefe, and many other arguments we offered ; 
but ftill the patent went on ; and at this day, our 
ruin would have been half completed, if God in 
his mercy had not raifed an univerfal deteftation 
of thefe halfpence in the whole kingdom, with a 
firm refolution never to receive them, fince wc 
are not under obligations to do fo by any law ei- 
ther human or divine. 

But, in the name of God and of all juftice and 
piety, when the king's majefty was pleafed that 
this patent fhould pafs, is it not to be underftood, 
that he conceived, believed and intended it as a 
gracious aft, for the good and benefit of his fub- 
je&s, for the advantage of a great and fruitful 

Vol. IV. F kingdom; 
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kingdom ; of the raoft loyal kingdom upon earth, 
where no hand or voice was ever lifted up a- 
gainft him ; a kingdom, where the paiTage is not 
of three hours from Britain, and a kingdom 
where papifts have lefs power, and lefs land than 
in England ? Can it be denied, or doubted, that 
his majefty's minifters underftood and propofed 
the fame end, the good of this nation, when they 
advifed the paffing this patent ? Can the per/on 
©f Wood be otherwife regarded, than as the in- 
ftrument, the mechanic, the head-workman, to 
prepare his furnace, his fuel, his metal, and his 
ftamps ? If I employ a fhoe-boy, is it in view to 
his advantage, or to my own convenience? I 
mention the perfon of William Wood alone ; be- 
caufe no other appears, and we are not to reafon 
upon furmifes ; neither would it avail, if they had 
a real foundation. 

Allowing therefore, for we cannot do lefs, that 
this patent for the coining of half-pence was 
wholly intended by a gracious king, and a wife 
public-fpirited miniftry, for the advantage of Ire- 
land ; yet, when the whole kingdom to a man, 
for whofe good the patent was defigned, do, upon 
matured consideration, univerfally join in openly 
declaring, protefting, addrefling, petitioning a- 
gainft thefe half-pence, as tne moft ruinous pro- 
ject that ever was fet on foot to complete the fla- 
very and deftruclion of a poor innocent country ; 
is it, was it, can it, or will it ever be a queftion, 
not whether fuch a kingdom, or William Wood, 
fliould be a gainer ; but whether fuch a kingdom 

fhould 
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mould be wholly undone, deftroyed, funk, depo- 
pulated, made a fcene of mifery and defolatiorr* 
for the fake of William Wood ? God of his infi- 
nite mercy avert this dreadful judgment; and it 
is our univerfal wifh, that God would put it into 
your hearts to be his inftruments for fo good a 
work. 

For my own part, who am but one man, of 
obfeure condition, I do folemnly declare in the 
prefence of almighty God, that I will fufFer the 
moil ignominious and torturing death, rather than 
fubmit to receive this accurfed coin, or any other 
tfcat fhall be liable to the fame obje&ions, until 
they fhall be forced upon me by a law of my 
own country; and if that ihall ever happen, I 
will tranfport myfelf into fome foreign land, and 
eat the brfead of poverty among a free people. 

Am I legally punifhable for thefe expreffions ? 
fhall another proclamation iffirc againft me, be- 
caufe I prefume to take my country's pan againft 
William Wood, where her final deftru&ion is in- 
tended ? But whenever you fhall pleafe to impofc 
filence upon me, 1 will fubmit ; becaufe I look 
upon your unanimous voice to be the voice of 
the nation; and this I have been taught, and do 
believe, to be in fome manner the voice of God. 

The great ignominy of a whole kingdom lying 
fo long at mercy under fo vile an adverfary, is 
fuch a deplorable aggravation, that the utmoft 
expreffions of fhame and rage are too low to fet 
it forth : and therefore I (hall leave it to receive 
fuch a refentment, as is worthy of a parliament. 
Vl It 
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It is lrkewife our univerfal wifh, that his ma- 
jefty fhould grant liberty to coin half-pence ill 
this kingdom for our own ufe, under fuch reftric- 
tion as a parliament here (hall advife •, fince the 
power of coining even gold and filver is pofTefTed 
by every petty prince abroad ; and was always 
pra&ifed by Scotland to the very time of the u- 
nion ; yet furely Scotland, as to foil, climate, and 
extent, is not in itfelf a fourth part the value of 
Ireland; (for bifhop Burnet fays, it is not above 
the fortieth part in value to the reft of Britain) 
and with refpecl: to the profit that England gains 
from hence, not the forty thoufandth part. Al- 
though I mull confefs, that a mote in the eye, or 
a thorn in the fide, is more dangerous and pain- 
ful than a beam or a fpike at a diftance. 

The hiftories of England, and of moft other 
countries, abound in relating the miferable, and 
lbmetimes the moll: tragical effects from the ab- 
ufes of coin, by debafing the metal, by leflening 
or enhancing the value upon occafrons, to the 
public lofs ; of which we have an example within 
our own memory in England, and another very 
lately in France. It is the tendered point of go- 
vernment, affecting every individual in the high- 
eft degree. When the value of money is arbi- 
trary or unfettled, no man can well be faid to 
have any property at all ; nor is any wound fo 
fuddenly felt, fo hardly cured, or that leaves fuch 
deep and lafting fears behind it. 

I conceive this poor unhappy ifland to have a 
title to fome indulgence from England $ not only 

upon 
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upon the fcore of chiftianity, natural equity, and 
the general rights of mankind, but chiefly on ac- 
count of that iramenfe profit they receive from 
us ; without which that kingdom would make a 
very different figure in Europe, from what it doth 
at prefent. 

The rents of land in Ireland, fince they have 
been of late fo enormoufly raifed and fcrewed up* 
may be computed to about two millions •,. where- 
of one third part at lead is dire&ly tranfmitted 
to thofe, who are perpetual abfentees in England r 
as I find by a computation made with the affift— 
ance of feveral fkilful gentlemen. 

The other articles, by which we are altogether 
lofcrs, and England a gainer, we found to amount 
to almoft as much more. 

I will only fet down as many heads of them as 
I can remember, and leave them to the confide- 
ration of thofe who underftand accounts better 
than I pretend to do. 

The occasional abfentees, for bufinefs,, health,, 
or diverfion. 

Three-fourths of the revenue of the chief go- 
vernor, during his ab fence ;. which is ufually four- 
fifths of his government. 

The whole revenue of the pod-office. 

The numerous penfions paid to perfbns in Eng- 
land.. 

The pay of the chief officers of the.army ab- 
Cent in England, which is a great fum. 

Four commiflioners of the revenue, always ab- 
ferxU 

Fj CkiH 
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Civil employments very numerous, and of great 
income. 

The vaft charge of appeals to the houfe of 
lords, and to the court of delegates. 

Students at the inns of court, and the two uni- 
verfities. 

Eighty thoufand pounds fent yearly to Eng- 
land for coals ; whereof the prime colt is -no- 
thing, and therefore the profit wholly theirs. 

One hundred thoufand pounds paid feverat 
years paft for corn fent over hither from Eng- 
land ; the efFecT: of our own great wifdom in 
difcouraging agriculture. 

The kind liberty granted us of wearing Indian 
fluffs, and callicoes, to gratify the vanity and fol- 
ly of our women; which, befides the piofit to 
England, * is an inconceivable lofs to us, forcing 
the weavers to beg in our ftreets, or tranfport 
themfelves to foreign countries. 

The prodigious lofs to us, and gain to Eng- 
land, by felling them all our wool at their own 
rates; whereof the manufacture exceeds above 
ten times the prime coft ; a proceeding without 
example in the chriftian or heathen world. 

Our own wool returned upon us in Englifh manu- 
factures, to our infinite fhame and damage, and 
the great advantage of England. 

The full profit of all our mines accruing ta 

England ; 

* From whence thefc commodities were exported to Ireland,, 
the Eaft-India company only having a right to import them front 
the country in which they are manufactured* Hawkef* 
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England ; an efFe£r. of great negligence and flu- 
pidity. 

An affe&ation among us of liking all kinds of 
goods made in England. * 

Thefe and many other articles, which I cannot 
recoiled! at prefent, are agreed by judicious men 
to amount to near feven hundred thoufand _ 
pounds per ann. clear profit to England. And 
upon the whole, let any man look into thofe au- 
thors who write upon the fubjeft of commerce, 
he (hall find, that there is not one fingle article 
in the effentials or circumftances of trade, where- 
by a country can be a loftr, which we do not 
poflefs in the higheft perfection ; femewhat in e- 
very particular, that bears a kind of analogy to 
William Wood ; and now the branches are all 
cut off, he (lands ready with his axe at the root. 

Upon this fubjeft of perpetual abfentees, I 
have fpent fome time in very infignificant reflec- 
tions ' 9 and, confidering the ufual motives of hu- 
man actions, which are pleafure, profit, and am- 
bition, I cannot yet comprehend, how thofe per- 
fons find their account in any of the three. I 
fpeak not of thofe Englifh peers or gentlemen, 
who, befide their eftates at home, have pofleflions 
here; for, in that cafe, the matter is defperate ; 
but I mean thofe lords, and wealthy knights, or 
fquires, whofe birth, and partly their education, 
and all their fortune, except fome trifle, and that 

in 

• Many of the above articles have been fince particularly 
computed by another writdr, to whofe treatife the reader is re- 
ferred. Hawkef. 
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in a very few indances, are in this kingdom. I 
knew many of them well enough, during feveral 
years, when I refided in England ; and truly, I 
could not difcover, that the figure they made, was; 
by any means, a fubjeft for envy, at lead it gave 
me two very different paflions. For, excepting 
the advantage of going now and then to an opera, 
or fometimes appearing behind a crowd at court, 
or adding to the ring of coaches in Hyde-Park, 
or lofing their money at the chocolate-houfe, or 
getting news, votes, and minutes about five days 
before us in Dublin ; I fay, befides thefe, and a 
few other privileges of lefs importance, their 
temptations to live in London were beyond my 
knowledge or conception. And I ufed to won- 
der how a man of birth and fpirit could endure 
to be wholly infignificant and obfcure in a foreign 
country, when he might live with luflre in his 
own ; and even at lefs than half that expense, 
which he drains himfelf to make, without ob- 
taining any one end, except that which happened 
to the frog, when he would needs contend forfize 
with the ox. I have been told by fcholars, that 
Csefar faid, he would rather be the firfl man in I 
know not what village, than the fecond in Rome. 
This, perhaps, was a thought only fit for Csefar : 
but, to be preceded by thoufands, and neglected 
by millions; to be wholly without power, fi- 
gure, influence, honour, credit, or didinftion, is 
not, in my poor opinion, a very amiable fituation 
of life to a perfon of title or wealth, who can fa 
cheaply and eafily fliine in his native country. 

But, 
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.But, befides the: depopulating of the kingdom, 
the leaving fo many parts of it wild and uncul- 
tivated, the ruin of fo many country-feats and 
plantations 5 the cutting down all the woods, to 
fupply expences in England ; the abfence of fo 
many noble and wealthy perfons, hath been the 
caufe of another fatal confequence, which few, 
perhaps, have been aware of. For, if that very 
conliderable number of lords, who poflefs the 
ampleft fortunes here, had been content to live 
at home, and attend the affairs of their own 
country in parliament ; the weight, reputation, 
and dignity thereby added to that noble houfe, 
would, in all human probability, have prevented 
certain proceedings, which are now ever to be 
lamented, becaufe they never can be remedied: 
and we might have then decided our own pro- 
perties among ourfelves, without being forced to 
travel five hundred miles by fea and land to an* 
other kingdom for juftice, to our infinite expence, 
vexation, and trouble ; which is a mark of fervi- 
tude without example from the practise of any 
age or nation in the world. 

I have fometimes wondered, upon what mo- 
tives the peerage of England were fo defirous to 
determine our controversies & becaufe I have beea 
allured, and partly know, that the frequent ap- 
peals from hence have Veen very irkfome to that 
illuftrious body: and whoever hath frequented 
the painted chamber, and courts of requefts, 
muft have obferved, that they are never fo no- 
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bly filled, as when an lrifh appeal is under de- 
bate. 

The peers of Scotland, who are very nume- 
ous, were content to refide in their caftles and 
houfes in that bleak and barren climate ; and al- 
though fome of them made frequent journies to 
London, yet I do not remember any of their 
greateft families, till very lately, to have made 
England their conftant habitation before the 
union; or, if they did, I am fure it was generally 
to their own advantage ; and, whatever they got, 
was employed to cultivate and increafe their own 
eftates 5 and, by that means, enrich themfelvcs 
and their country. 

As to the great number of rich abfentees under 
the degree of peers ; what particular ill effects 
their abfence may have upon this kingdom, be- 
fides thofe already mentioned, may, perhaps, be 
too tender a point for me to touch. But, whe- 
ther thofe who live in another kingdom, upon 
-great eftates here, and have loft all regard to 
their own country, further than upon account of 
the revenues they receive from it : I fay, whether 
fuch perfons may not be prevailed on to recom- 
mend others to vacant feats \ who have no intereft 
here, excef>t a precarious employment, and con- 
sequently, can have no views, but to preserve 
whatthey have got, or to be higher advanced; 
this, I am fure, is a very melancholy queftion, if 
it be a queftion at all. 

But, befides the prodigious profit which Eng- 
land receives, by the tranfrnittal thither of two- 
thirds. 
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thirds of the revenues of this whole kingdom, it 
hath another advantage, by making our country a 
receptacle, wherein to di/burden themfelves of 
*eir fupernumerary pretenders to office ; perfons 
of fecond-rate merit in their own country, who, 
like birds of pafage, moil of them thrive and fat- 
ten here, and fly off when their credit and employ- 
ments are at an end. So that Ireland may juftly 
fay what Luther faid of himfelf 5 POOR Ireland 
maketh many rich. 

If, amidft all our difficulties, I fhould venture 
to aflert, that we have one great advantage, pro- 
vided we could improve it as we ought, I believe 
moft of my readers would be long in conjedur- 
ing, what poffible advantage could ever fall to our 
mare. However, it is certain, that all the regular 
feeds of 'party and fafiion among us, are entirely 
rooted out ; and if any new ones fhall fpring up, 
they muft be. of equivocal generation, without any 
feed at all 5 and will juftly be imputed to a de- 
gree of ftupidity beyond even what we have been 
ever charged with, upon the fcore of our birth* 
place and climate. 

The parties in this kingdom (including thofe 
of modern date) are, firft, of thofe who have 
' been charged or fufpe&ed to favour the pretender , 
and thofe who were zealous oppofers of him. Se- 
condly, Of thofe who were for and againjl a to- 
leration of difienters by law. Thirdly, Of high 
and low-church ,• or (to fpeak in the cant of the 
thnes) of whig and tory. And, fourthly, O^ 
court and country. If there be any more, they 



an 
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are beyond my obfervation or politics : for, as to 
Jubaltern or occqfional parties , they have all been 
derivations from the fame originals. 

Now, it is manifeft, that all thefe incitements to 
fatlion, party, and divifton, are wholly removed 
from among us. For, as to the pretender, his 
caufe is both defperate and obfolete : there are very 
few now alive, who were men > in his father's 
time, and in that prince's intereft ; and in all o- 
thers, the obligation of confcience hath no place*: 
even the papijls, in general, of any fubftance ore- 
(lates* and their priefts, almoft univerfally, arc 
what we call whigs, in the fenfe which by that 
word is generally underftood. They feel the 
/mart, and fee thenar/ of their former wounds ; 
and very well know, that they mud be made a 
facrifice to the leaf! attempts towards a change ; 
although it cannot be doubted, that they would 
be glad to have their fuperjlition reftored under 
any prince whatfoever. 

Secondly, The dijfenters are now tolerated by 
law : neither do we obferve any murmurs at pre- 
fent from that quarter, except thofe reafonable 
complaints they make of perfecution, becaufe they 
are excluded from civil employments; but their 
number being very fmall in either houfe of parlia- 
ment, they are not yet in a fituation to ere£fc a 
party : becaufe, however indifferent men may be 
with regard to religion, they are now grown wife 
enough to know, that if fuch a latitude were al- 
lowed 

* The obligation ariling from their having fworn allegiance. 

Haivkefi, 
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lowed to diffenters, the few fmall employments left 
us in cities and corporations would find other 
hands to lay hold on them. 

Thirdly, The difpute between high and low- 
churchy is now at an end ; two-thirds of the bi* 
pops having been promoted in this reign, and 
moil of them from England, who have bellowed 
all preferments in their gift to thofe they could 
well confide in : the deanries all, except three, and 
many principal church-livings, are in the dona- 
tion of the crown : fo that we already poflefs 
fuch a body of clergy , as will never engage in con- 
troverfy upon that antiquated and exploded fubjeQ:. 

Laflly, As to court and country parties , fo fa^- 
mous and avowed under mod reigns in Englifh 
parliaments $ this kingdom hath not, for feveral 
years paft, been a proper fcene, whereon to exer- 
cife fuch contentions 5 and is now lefs proper 
than ever 5 many great employments for life be- 
ing in dijlant hands, and the reverftons diligently 
watched and fecured :• the temporary ones of any 
inviting value, are all bellowed elfenvhere\ as fall as 
they drop \ and the few remaining are of too low 
conlideration to create con tells about them, ex- 
cept among younger brothers, or tradefmen like 
myfelf. And therefore, to inltitute a court and 
country party, without materials, would be a very 
new fyllem in politics, and what, I believe, was 
never thought on before ; nor, unlefs in a nation 
of idiots, can ever fucceed j for the moft ignorant 
Irifh cottager will not fell his cow for a groat. 
Vol- IV- G Therefore, 
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Therefore^ I conclude, that all party and^Jw- 
tion 9 with regard to public proceedings, are now 
extinguiftied in this kingdom:* neither doth it 
appear in view, how they can poflibly revive ; un- 
lefs fome new caufes be adminiftered ; which 
cannot be done, without croffiHg the interefls of 
thofe who are the greateft gainers by continuing the 
'fame meafures. And general calamities, without 
hope of redrefo, are allowed to be the 'great u niter's 
of mankind. 

However we may diflike the cdufes, yet this 
effeEt of begetting an univeitfal concord among us, 
in all national debates, as well as in cities , corpora* 
4ions> and country neighbourhoods, may keep us at 
lead alive, and in -a condition to eat the liMe 
tread allowed us in peace and amity. I hfcve 
heard of a quarrel in a tavern, Where all Were at 
daggers-drawing, till one of the cbmpany cried 
oUt, defining to know the fobjecl of the quarrel ; 
which, when none of them could tell, they put up 
their fwords,>fat down, and pa&fled the reft of the 
evening in quiet. The f&lner part hath been our 
cafe ; I hope the latter will be fo too, that we 
fhall^fr Sown amicably together, at lead until we 
hzvefomething that may give us a title to fall out, 
ifince nature hath inftwicled even a brood.of 
gojlings tojliik together, while the 'kite is hovering 
over their heads* 

It is certain, that a firm union in any country, 
"where every man wifties the fame thing, with re- 
lation 

* Since this difcourfe was Written, it hath appeared, by expe- 
rience, that the author was much miftaken in his conjectures. 
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lation to the public, may, in fevecal points of the 
greateft importance, in, fome meafure, fupply the 
defetl of power y and even ofthofe rights, which ar* 
the natural and\ undoubted inheritance of mankind* 
If the univerfal wijb of the potion, upon any 
point, were declared by the unanimous vote of the 
houfe of commons, and a reafon able "number o£ 
lords, I fhould think myfelf obliged, in confidence, 
to z&, in my fphere according to that vote ; be- 
caufe, in all free nations, I take the proper defi- 
nition of law to be, the will of the majority of 
thofe who have the property in. land ; which, if 
there be a monarchy, is to be confirmed by the 
royal aflent. And although, fuch votes or declara- 
tions have n*ot received fuch a confirmation, for 
certain accidental reafons ; yet, 1 think they ought 
to be of much weight with the fubjetJ* provided 
they neither oppofe the king's prerogative, en- 
danger the peace of the nation, nor infringe any 
law already in force j none of which, however, 
can reafonably be fuppofed. Thus, for inftaiice, 
if nine in ten of the heufe of commons, and a 
reafonable number of native temporal peers, 
fhould declare, that, whoever received or uttered 
brafs coin, except under certain limitations and 
fecurities, fhould be deemed as enemies to the king 
and the nation ; I fhould think it a heinous fin in 
myfelf, to aft contrary to fuch a vote : and if the 
fame power ftoitfd declare the fame cenfure a- 
gairtft thofe who wore Indian fluffs and calicoes % 
or woollen manufactures imported from abroad* 
whereby this nation is reduced tp the lowed ebb* 
Gz of 
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of mifery, I fhould readily heartily, and chearfully 
pay obedience ; and, to my utmoft power, per- 
fuade others to do the like ; becaufe there is no 
law of this land, obliging us either to receive fuch 
coin, or to wear fnch foreign manufactures. 

* Upon this laft article I could humbly wifti, 
that the reverend the clergy would fet u« an exam- 
ple, by contenting themfelves with wearing gowns 
and other habiliments of Irifh drapery ; which, 
as it would be fome incitement to the laity, and 
fet many hands to work, fo they would find their 
advantage in the cheapnefs, which is a circum- 
ftance not to be negle&ed by too many among that 
venerable body, f And in order to this, I could 
heartily defire, that the moft ingenious artifls of 
the Weaving trade would contrive fome decent 
fluffs and filks for clergymen at reafonable rates. 

1 have prefTed feveral of our moft fubftantial 
brethren, that the whole corporation of weavers 
in filk and woollen, would publiih fome propofals 
(I wifli they would do it to both houfes'of parlia- 
ment) inviting perfons of all degrees and of both 
fexes, to wear the woollen and filk manufa&ures 
of our own country ; entering into folemn, mu- 
tual engagements, that the buyer fhall have good, 
fubftantial, merchantable ware for his money, 
and at a certain rate, without the trouble of 

cheapening. 

# This hath fince been put in practice by the perftiafions and 
influence of the fuppofed author ; but much defeated by the 
moft infamous fraud of (hopkeepcrs. Haivkcf. 

f This fcheme was like wife often urged to the weavers by the 
fuppofed author ; but he could never prevail on them to put it in. 
practice, Ha-wkef, 
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cheapening. So that if I fent a child for a piece 
of fluff of a particular colour and finenefs, I 
(hould be fure not to be deceived ; or if 1 had 
reafon to complain, the corporation fhould give 
me immediate fatisfa&ion ; and the name of the 
trade f man, who did me the wrong, mould be pub- 
limed 5 and warning given not to deal with him 
for the future ; unlefs the matter plainly appeared 
to be a miftake : for, befides the trouble of going 
from fhop to (hop, an ignorant cuftomer runs the 
hazard of being cheated in the price and good- 
nefs of what he buys, being forced to an unequal 
combat with a dexterous and difhoneft man in hia 
own calling. Thus our goods fall under a gene- 
ral difreputation ; and the gentry call for Englifli 
cloth, or (ilk, from an opinion they have (and of- 
ten too juftly by our own faults) that the goodnefs 
more than makes up for the difference of price. 

Befides, it hath been the fottifh and ruinous; 
practice of us tradefmen, upon any great demand 
of goods either at home or from abroad, to raife 
the prices immediately, and manufacture the faid 
goods more (lightly and fraudulently than before. 
Of thefe foul and foolifh proceedings, too many 
inftances might be produced 5 and I cannot forbear 
mentioning one whereby this poor kingdom hath 
received fuch a fatal blow in the only article of 
trade allowed us of any importance, that nothing 
but the fuccefs of Wood's project could outdo it. 
During the late plague in France, the Spaniards,, 
who buy their linen cloths in that kingdom, not 
daring to venture thither for fear of infection,, 
G ] tl very 
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a very great demand was made here for that cortf- 
inodity, and exported to Spain : but, whether by 
the ignorance of the merchants, or difhonefty of 
the northern weavers, or the collufion of both, the 
ware was fo bad, and the price fo exceflive, thar, 
except fome fmall quantity which was fold below 
the prime coft, the greateft part was returned : 
and I have been told by very intelligent perfons* 
that if we had been fajr dealers, the whole cur- 
rent of the linen trade to Spain, would have tak- 
en its courfe from hence. 

If any puniihment were to be inflicted on num- 
bers of tneity furely there could none be thought 
too great for fuch a race of traitors and enemiet 
to God ami their country; who, for the profpeft 
of a Y\\t\e prefcxt gain, do not only ruin themfelves 
(for that alone would be an example to the reft, 
•and a blejjlng to the nation) but fell their fouls to 
hell, and their country to deftru&ion. And if 
the plague could have been confined only to thofe 
who were partakers in the £#/'//,* had it travelled hi- 
ther from Marfeilles, thofe wretches would have 
died with lefs title to pity than a highway-man go- 
ing to the gallows. 

But it happens very unluckily, that for fome time 
pajl all endeavours or propofals from private per- 
fons to advance the public fervice, however honeft- 
ly and innocently defigned, have been calted fly- 
ing in the king's face; and this, to my 
knowledge, hath been the ftyle of fome perfons, 
whofe anceflors (I mean thofe among them wha 
had any) and themf Ives , have beenfying in princes 

faces 
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faces thefe foarfcore years; and from their own in*, 
clinations would do fo ftill, if their intereft did 
not lead them to fly in the face of a kingdom, 
which hath given them wings to enable them for 
fuch a flight. 

Thus, about four years ago, when a difcourfe * 
was publifhed, endeavouring to perfuade our peo- 
ple to wear their own woollen manufactures, full 
of the moft dutiful expreffions to the king, and 
without the lead party hint y it was termed 
flying in the king's face; the printer was profecutcd 
in the manner we all remember, and, I hope it 
will Jbmewhere be remembered further } the jury 
kept eleven hours, and fent back nine times, till 
they were under the neceffity of leaving the pri- 
foner to the mercy of the court, by a fpecial ver- 
did; the f judge on the bench invoking God for 
his witnefs, when he aflerted, that the author's 
defign was to bring in the pretender. 

And thus alfo my own poor endeavours to pre- 
vent the ruin of my country by the admiflion of 
Wood's coin, were called by the fame perfons, 
flying in the king's face ; which I direftly deny : 
for I cannot allow that vile reprefentation of the 
royal countenance in William Wood's adulterate 
copper, to be his facred mzjefty's face ; or, if it 
were, my flying was not againft the imprejjion^ but 
the bafenefs of the metal ; becaufe I well remem- 
bered, that the image which Nebuchadnezzar 
commanded to befet up for all men to fall down and 

worjhip 

* The propofal for the univer&l ufc of Irilh manufactures* 
t Judge WhitOxcxL 
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nvorfbip it, was not of copper but pure GOLD. 
And I am heartily forry, we have fo few royal 
images of that metal among us ; the fight whereof, 
although it could hardly encreafe our veneration 
for his majefty, which is already fo great, yet 
would very much enliven it with the mixture of 
comfort and fatisfaclion. 

Alexander the Great would fuffer no ftatuary> 
except Fhidias, to carve his image in flone or 
metal. How mud he have treated fuch an ope- 
rator as Wood, who goes about with fack-f tills of 
drofs, odioufly mifreprefenting his prince's counte- 
nance ; and would force them by thousands upon 
every one of us at above^* times the value. 

But, notwith (landing all that hath been objec- 
ted by William Wood himfelf, together with his 
favourers, abettors , fupporters, either public or pri- 
vate ; by thofe who connive at this proje&, or dif- 
courage and difcountenance his oppofers for fear of 
JefTening their favour, or hazarding their employ- 
ments ; by thofe, who endeavour tQ damp the fpi- 
rit of the people raifed againft this coin, or check 
the honeft zeal of fuch as by their writings or dif 
courfes do all they can to keep it up \ by thofe 
Jbfteners,fweeteners, compounders, andexpedi en t- mon- 
gers, vrhojhake their heads fo ftrongly that we can 
bear their pockets jingle ; I did never imagine, that 
in detefting the pra£Hces of fuch enemies to the 
kingdom, I vrzsfying in the king's faces or thought 
they were better reprefenters of his majefty, than 
that very coin, for which they zxzfecret or open ad- 
vocates. 

If 
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If I were allowed to recite only thofe ivi/hes of 
the nation, which may be in our power to attain ; 
I think they might be fummed up in thefe few 
following. 

Firft, that an end might be put to our appre- 
henfions of Wood's half-pence, and to any dan- 
ger of the like deftruftive fcheme for the future. 

Secondly, that half-pence might be coined in 
this kindom by a public mint with due limitations. 

Thirdly, that the fenfe of both houfes of par- 
liament, at lead of the houfe of commons, was 
declared by fome unanimous and hearty votes a- 
gaihft wearing any (ilk or woollen manufa&ures 
imported from abroad ; as likewife againft wear- 
ing Indian filks or calicoes, which are forbidden 
under the higheft penalties in England : and it be- 
hoves us to take example from fo wife a nation ; 
becaufe we are under a greater necejjity to do fo, 
fince ive are not allowed to export any woollen ma- 
nufactures of our own ; which is the principal 
branch of foreign trade in England. 
' Fourth ly , that fome effe&ual methods m ay be tak* 
en to civilize thepoorer fort of our natives in all thofe 
parts of this kingdom, where the Irifh abound, by 
introducing among them our language and cuf- 
toms ; for want of which they live in the utmoft 
ignorance, barbarity, and poverty, giving them- 
felves wholly up to idlenefs, naftinefs, and thie- 
very, to the very great and juft reproach of too 
many landlords. And if I had in me the leaft 
fjjirit of a projeEfor^ I would engage, that this 

might . 
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might be effected in a few years at a very incon- 
fiderable charge. 

Fifthly, that due encouragement fliould be gi- 
ven to agriculture ; and a flop put to that perni- 
cious pra&ice of graziers engroffing vaft quanti- 
ties of land, fometimes at great diftance j where- 
by the country is extremely depopulated. 

Sixthly, that the defe&s in thofe afts for plant- 
ing foreft trees might be fully fupplied, fince; 
they have hitherto been wholly ineffectual 5 except 
about the demefhes of a few gentlemen 5 and e- 
ven there in general very unflciliully made, and 
thriving accordingly. Neither hath there yet 
been due care taken to preferve what is planted, 
or to enclofe grounds ; not one hedge in a hun-* 
dred coming to maturity for want of (kill and in- 
dustry. The oegleft of copfing woods cut down 
bath likewifo been of vety evil confequences. And 
If men were retrained from that unlimited liber- 
ty of cutting- down their o*wn woods before the pro- 
per time, as they are in fome other countries, it 
wouJd be a mighty benefit to the kingdom. For, 
I believe, there Is not another example in Europe 
of fuch a prodigious, quantity of excellent timber 
cut down in fo (hort a time, with fo little advan-* 
tage to the country either in flipping or building. 

I may add that abfurd praQice of cutting turf % 
without any regularity \ whereby great quantities 
of reftorable land are made utterly deiperate, 
many fihoufands of cattle deftroyed,. the turf 
more difficult to come at, and carry home, and 
lefs fo for burning j the air made unwholfome, 

by 
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by ftagftating pools and marfhes ; and the verjr 
fight of fuch places offerifive to thofe who ricfe 
by. Neither (hould that odious cuftom be al- 
lowed, of cutting fcranvs (as they call them) 
which is flaying of the green furface of the ground 
to cover their cabins, or make up their ditches; 
fometimes in (hallow foils, where all is gravel 
•within a few inches; and fometimes in lcfw 
grounds, whh a, thin green fward, and floughy 
underneath ; which laid turns all into bog by this 
mifmanagement. And 1 have heard from very 
fcilful country men, that by thofe two practices 
in turf and fcravus, the kingdom lofeth fome hun- 
dreds of acres of profitable land every year ; be- 
'fides the irreparable lofs of many fkirts of J bogs, 
which have a green coat of grafs, and yet are 
mangled for turf; and befides the want of canals 
by regular cutting, which would not only be of 
great convenience for bringing their turf home at 
an eafy rate, but likewife render even the larger 
bogs more dry and fafe for fummer pafture. 

Tbefe, and fome other fpeculations of the like 
kind, 1 had intended to publifh in a particular 
difcourfe againft this feffion of parliament; be- 
caufe, in fome periods of my life, I had op- 
portunity and curiofity to obferve, from what 
caufes thofe great errors in every branch of coun- 
try management have arifen ; of which I have 
now ventured to relate but few out of very ma- 
ny ; whereof fome, perhaps, would not be men- 
tioned without giving offence, which I have en- 
"deavoured by all poflible means to avoid. And, 

for 
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for the fame reafon, I chofe ta add here the little 
I thought proper to fay on this fubjeft. 

But, as to the lands of thofe who are perpetual 
abfentees, I do not fee any probability of their bet- 
ing ever improved. In former times, their te- 
nants fat at eafy rents 5 but for fome years paft, 
they have been, generally fpeaking, more terri- 
bly racked by the dexterity of mercilefs agents from 
England, than even thofe who held under the fe- 
vered landlords here. I was aflured upon the 
place, by great numbers of credible people, that 
a prodigious eftate in the county of Cork being 
let upon leafes for lives, and great fines paid, the 
• rent was fo high, that the tenants begged leave 
to furrender their leafes, and were content to lofe 
their fines. 

The cultivating and improvement of land is 
certainly a fubjecT: worthy of the higheft enquiry 
in any country, but efpecially in ours ; where we 
are fo ftrangely limited in every branch of trade, 
that can be of advantage to us, and utterly de- 
prived of thofe, which arc of the greateft impor- 
tance; whereof I defy the mod learned man in 
Europe, to produce me an example from any o- 
ther kingdom in the world : for we are denied 
the benefit which God and nature intended to us j 
as manifeftly appears by our happy fit u at ton for 
commerce , and the great number of our excellent 
ports. So that I think, little is left us, befides 
the cultivating our own foil, encouraging agri- 
culture) and making great plantations of trees, 
that we might not be under the neceffity of fend- 
ing 
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ing for corn and bark from England : and timber 
from other countries. This would increafe the 
ua j\ number of our inhabitants, rfnd help to confume 
our natural produ&Sj as well as manufactures at 
home. And I fhall never forget what I once 
ventured to fay to a great man in England, That 
few politicians, with all their fchemes, are half fo 
ufeful members of a commonwealth, as an honeft 
farmer i who, by fkilfully draining, fencing, ma- 
nuring, and planting, hath increafed the intrinfic 
value of a piece of land 5 and thereby done a per- 
petual fervice to his country ; which it is a great 
controverfy, whether any of the former ever did, 
fince the creation of the world ; but no contro- 
verfy at all, that ninety-nine in a hundred have 
done abundance of mifchief. 

Although, in the foregoing letters, Dr. Swift talks of liberty 
in a (train highly becoming a warm and zealous defender of the 
rights of his country, which he maintains with" great force of 
law, reafon, juftice, and eloquence ; he never once deviates, in 
the whole courfe of his arguments, from the diftinguifhing cha- 
racleriftics of the moft loyal fubject ; whatever might, to the 
contrary, have been fuppofed by a few degenerate (laves and 
iycophants, in tho(e days ; even by that (brt of people, who, 
as the wife Lord Bacon exprefles it, would fet a houfe on fire, 
for the convenience of roafting their own eggs at the flame. 
D. Swift. 

However, indeed, fuch was the .iniquity of the times, that a 
reward of 300 1. was offered for the author of the fourth letter, 
chiefly becaufe he had maintained therein the liberty of his coun- 
try, and declared in very high terms, worthy of a brave and re- 
folute mind, that he would continue firm and faithful to his fb- 
vereign Lord the King, whatever turn, in the viciffitudes of this 
world, his majefty's affairs might poffibly take in other parts of 
his dominions.— 1 (hall only remark upon this doctrine, the 

Vol. IV. H contrary 
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contrary of which would, I think? have been high treafon, and 
againft his oath of allegiance, that how much foever it was con- 
demned in the year 1 724, by Haves and flatterers ; it was, in 
1745, <b univerfally eftablifhed in the minds of men, that if 
there had been occafion for the people of Ireland to have drawn 
the fword in defence of their ibvereign, (which, befide their 
loyalty and aneltion to his majefty, they have many reafons to 
thank God for, that there was not,) K. George II. would un- 
doubtedly have been fupported in his right to the imperial king* 
dom of Ireland, let his majefty's affairs in other parts of his do- 
minions have taken what turn they might, by 300,000 as brave 
militia as any to be found throughout all Europe; even by the 
grand-children of thofe men £0 renowned for their valorous 
achievements in the days of K. William III.— As the author 
of the fourth letter could not be discovered, Harding the printer 
was indicted in the ulual forms, and brought to the King's 
bench, to be tried before that William Whitfhed above men- 
tioned. But the noble jury, friends to their country, and to 
the public intereft, would not find the bill. Whereupon the 
Chief Juftice, in a rage, diflblved the jury : on account of which, 
he deferved to have been impeached by the houfe of commons ; 
becaufe the diflblving of a grand jury, 4rc. See the note affixed 
to Refolufions of the Commons of England, vol. III. Swift. 
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The Drapier demolished, and fet out i* 
his own proper Colours \ being a full Confu- 
tation of all his Arguments againft Mr, 
Wood's Halfpence. 

By William Wood, Efq; 

Written in the year 1744* 

Te good people of h -eland \ 

I Make not the lead doubt, whea y$ have im- 
partially weighed and confidered what I fiiall 
offer upon the prefect occafion in my own dc* 
fence, and again.fi: your Drapier > when ye (hall 
make an exaft qffay of the arguments qn both 
fides, between him and me •, and, laftly, when ye 
fhall obferre, as I {hall point it out, the abufive 
and reproachful language with which he has 
treated me ; I fay, as I faid before, I make not 
the lead doubt, but ye will all, to a man, rejedi 
him, and embrace me with open arms. 

In his firft letter to the tradefmen, fbopkeepers y 
farmers ', and common people in general, of the king* 
iorn of Ireland (Vol. III. p. 343. ) he begins with 
the wheedling preamble of brethren, friends, 
countrymen, and fello*u>-fubjecls* 'A loving begin- 
ning indeed ! But I wonder which of us two 
loves you bed 5 he that is getting yoi* no money 
at all, or I, who am this prefent providing mors 
money for you, than you fhall know what to do 
with. O fad 1 O fad ! I am really concerned fo$ 
H 2 the 
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the poor Drapier. Soon after he proceeds, and 
fays, 

Ci It is a great fault among you, that when a 
" perfon writes with no other intention than to 
" do you good, you will not be at the pains to 
€S read his advices." (p. 344.) 

Artful enough indeed ! This he did to draw 
you in like fo many gudgeons, to fwallow his falfe 
arguments •, and you fee he has accomplifhed his 
end at laft; for had ye not read his letters, ye 
might have had the benefit of my halfpence thefe 
five or fix months paft. 

" Now, you muft know, that the halfpence 
" and farthings in England pafs for very little 
u more than they are worth ; and if you (hould 
i{ beat them to pieces, and fell them to the bra- 
u zier, you would not lofe much above a penny 
u in a (hilling. But Mr. Wood made his half- 
" pence of fuch bafe metal, and fo much fmaller 
" than the Englifti ones, that the brazier would 
* ( hardly give you above a penny of good money 
u for a fhilling of his." (p. 346.) 

Ay, would he give three pence. But one may 
fee his malice here with half an eye. He does 
not tell of the vaft expence and trouble I am at 
in coining ; the number of clerks I keep in pay ;• 
how much I was out of pocket in getting my 
patent; the great expence I fhall be at in (hipping 
them to Ireland ; which muft, in the nature of 
things, be a vaft drawback to the profit which I 
ought to have for my trouble ; and therefore, it 
cannot be fupppfed, I can either put as much, or 

as 
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as good copper in the halfpence for Ireland, as 
rhofe for England. But, good Lord! is not an 
halfpenny a halfpenny, when once it is called 
foj and if it paffes for an halfpenny, can you ex- 
pect any more ? Good people, never mind one 
word he fays, though he fells you a dozen hats 
at five (hillings a piece, which is three pound, is 
but five (hillings in my money ; this is perfect 
tranfubjlantiation^ to juggle you out of your 

fenfes Three pound isbut five (hillings ! Well, 

if this be his computation, I have done. 

t€ This fame Mr. Wood was able to .attend 
H conftantly for his own intereft ;" (and why 
(hould not I ?) i€ he is an Englishman, and had 
** great friends," (God be thanked for that 5) 
" and it feems, knew very well where to give 
" money to thofe that would fpeak to others, 
" that could fpeak to the King, and would tell a 
cc fair dory." (I grant that, and what would he 
infer ?) Then he proceeds : " If his Majefty the 
" King, faw that it would utterly ruin the king- 
" dom of Ireland, he would (hew his difpleafure 
" to fome body or other. But a word to the 
" wife is enough." (We know his meaning by 
his mumping •, he had as well fpoken what he 
thought, like an honed man.) He proceeds: 
" Mod of you mud have heard, with what anger 
i€ our honourable houfe of commons received an 
iS account of this Wood's patent. There were 
u feveral fine fpeeches made upon it, and plain. 
" proofs, that it was all a wicked cheat, from the 
"bottom to the top •, and feveral fmart votes were 
H J « printed,, 
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€t printed, which that fame Wood had the affu- 
€( ranee to anfwer likewifc in print, and in fo 
" confident a way, as if he were a better man 
*" than our whole parliament put together." 

(P- 347> 34^0 

The parliament was angry — -made fpeeches — 
found me to be a. wicked cheat — and I anfwered 
as if-I had been a better man than the whole par- 
liament. — Well, I find this Drapier wHl fay any 
thing ; but I am very glad all the kingdom of Ireland 
knows to the contrary. Let the Drapier anfwer 
me only thefe three queftions : Where did this 
parliament fit ? And where are the fpeeches ? 
And where is my anfwer ? 

" The common foldier, when he goes to the 
" market or alehoufe, will offer this money,'* 
(meaning my halfpence •,) " and if it be refufed> 
" perhaps he will fwagger and heftor, and 
u threaten ta beat the butcher or alewife,* 
[threaten indeed !] he will do it in earned, <c or 
<c take the goods by force, and throw them the 
« c bad halfpence." [Why fhould he not? Is it 
any robbery if he pays them !] u In this and the 
" like cafes, the fliopkeeper, or victualler, or any 
"other tradefman, has no more. to do, than to- 
" demand ten times the price of his goods, if it 
" is to be paid in Wood's money ; for example*, 
" twenty pence for a quart of ale." (p. 348.) The 
devil is in his confeience, twenty pence for a quart 
of ale! I believe fuch another propofal was ne* 
ver (irice Adam. To confider all other things in 
proportion, what mifchief would this occafion ? 

That 
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That is, fifteen {hillings a botde for claret, at 
eighteen pence a botde ; for a flafk of Burguady 
five and forty millings ; fifty {hillings a day for 
a coach ; ten {hillings a dinner for a twelve pen- 
ny ordinary ; thirty {hillings a day for a chair; 
ten pence a freih egg ; five pence a halfpenny 
roll; two pence halfpenny for a pint of fmall 
beer. In fliort, by his advice, victuallers, vinU 
nersy and trades-folk would foon get all the mo- 
ney of the kingdom into their own hands, mould 
they all follow the pot of ale example. And now 
to confider the poor, they would be undone by 
the Drapier*s advice; the butcher would have 
eighteen penee for a {heep's head ; the baker ten 
{hillings for a twelve-penny loaf; and thus would 
it be in proportion as to all their other exigen- 
cies. No, no, rather take my advice ; twopence 
a quart, and my blejjing. 

In p. 349% he denies that my halfpence are law- 
ful money of England or Ireland. I fuppofr, 
then, he would have them lawful money of Scot- 
land or Wales ; for they rnuft be lawful fome- 
where. For, does he think, under the fcarcityof 
money we find at prefent, that we can afford to 
let fourfcore and ten thoufand pound ly dead ? I 
need no other argument to fhew what a friend he 
is to the public. 

" They fay 'Squire Conolly hath fixteen thou- 
M fand pounds a year ; now, if he fends for his 
" rent to town, as h is likely he doth, he muft 
u have two hundred and fifty horfes to bring up 
" bis half year's rent." (p. 350). 

Suppofc 
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Suppofe he muft, where is the great hardfhip 7 
If a man of fixteen thoufand a year cannot afford* 
two hundred and fifty horfes to draw his money, 
he deferves to want it. I'll engage his under- 
tenants will lay it down at his door, and it (hall 
not coft him a farthing for the carriage* 

" Thefe halfpence, if they once pafs, will foon 
€i be counterfeited, becaufe it may be cheaply 
" done, the fluff is fo bafe. The Dutch likewife 
w will probably do the fame thing, and fend them 
u over to us^to pay for our goods." (p. 350, 351.) 

The fluff is good fluff, let him fay what he 
will; arid the halfpence are good halfpence, and 
I will ftand by it : If I made them of filver, it 
would be the fame thing to this grumbler. As 
for their being counterfeit, fure they counterfeit 
gold and filver, and can one help that ? for there 
ever have been rogues of coiners in the world* 
and will be to the end of it. As for the Dutch, 
it is time enough to complain when they do coim 
I am certain, they have not coined one halfpen- 
ny as yet j and if they fhould, I fhall take care to 
flock you fo well, that you fhall have no occafion 
for theirs 5 fo that they may carry them home a* 
gain if they pleafe. 

" It would be very hard, if all Ireland fhould 
u be put into one fcale, and this forry fellow 
" Wood into the other; that Mr. Wood and his 
" halfpence ihould weigh down this whole king" 
w dom, by which England gets above a million 
<* of good money every year clear into their poc- 

" kets-* 
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" kets^ and that is more than the Englifh do by 
IC all the world befides." (p. 352.) 

Parturiunt montes — But I beg pardon for talk- 
ing to him in a language which he does not un- 
derftand. 

" A famous law book, called The mirrour of 
" juftice, difcourfing of the charters (or laws) or- 
u dained by our ancient kings, declares the law to 
" be as follows : It was ordained, that no king of 
" this realm (hould change, impair, or amend, or 
" make any money than of gold ox ftlver, without 
" the aflcnt of all the counties ; that is, as my 
c< lord Coke (1 Inft. 576.) fays, without the af- 
t( fent of parliament ." • (p. 354.) 

Then he concludes, according to cuftom, with 
his fine flattering fpeeches. 

" I will now, my dear friends, to fave you the 
" trouble, fet before you in fhort what the law 
" obliges you to do, and what it does not oblige you 
" to." (This Drapier is an excellent lawyer : I 
wonder he is not made a Lord Chancellor.) 

" Firft, you are obliged to take all money in 
" payments, which is coined by the king, and is 
Ci of the Englifh ftandard or weight, provided it 
€i be of gold or filver. 

"Secondly, you are not obliged to take any 
<c money which is not of gold or filver. 

" Thirdly, much lefs are we obliged to take 
" thofe vile halfpence of that fame Wood.—-* 

" Therefore, my friends, (land to it one and 
" all : refufe this filthy trafh. It is no trcafon to 
" rebel againft Mr. Wood. His Majefly, in his 

" patent, 
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" patent, obliges no body to take thefe halfpence." 

(P- 35^357-) 

So then, at this rate, they are coined for no 

body by fome body ; and fome body is to get no- 
thing by no body. I have made a fine hand o£ 
my patent and coinage. Ye fee, gentlemen, the 
force of that argument which the Drapier offers ; 
but I find logic is not his talent. Thus have I, 
with great patience, gone through this injurious 
piece of fatire upon myfelf, contained in this firft 
letter. But knowing that the heft undertakers 
have always. met with enemies and detractors, i 
comfort myfelf that I have fax defeated this mali- 
cious author ; that you are all convinced, I am 
now for ail your goods ; and though a perfeft 
ftranger to the country of Ireland* yet a little 
time will (hew what induftry and pams it has coft 
me, to make you a flouri&ing and a happy people* 
It is my inclination to^proferve a good underftand- 
itig between me and you, however wicked peopte 
may endeavour toifcfeerpofe. Before I conclude, I 
have one complaint more: I am told, thutphrfuf, 
malicious, inftdaous, undermining, fcribbling Drapi&r 
fet on a parcel of tetterred,jHthy,, Irijb, butter-milk, 
potatoe fcoundrels, to carry my effigies about in 
WW, and afterwards hang it at Stephen's Green 
[fee the following page] ipr which. I hope, when 
the parliament fits, to have ample fatisfe&ion. 
I am glad that none of the gentry of Ireland were 
Concerned in that abominable proceflion. 
1 am, your heji friend, 

W. W. 
A full 
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A full and true account of the folemn proceflion 
to the Gallows, at the execution of Wil- 
liam Wood, Eftj; and bard-ware man. * 

.Written in the year 1714. 

SOME time ago, upon a report fpread, that 
William Wood, hard-ware man, was con- 
cealed in his brother- m-law's + houfe here in 
Dublin, a great number of people, of different 
conditions, ''and of both fexes, crowded about the 
door, dcterminately bent to take revenge upon 
him, as a coiner* and a counterfeiter. Aroongft 
the reft, a certain curious peifon, ftanding in a 
corner, obferved, that they all difcovered their 
refentments in the proper terms and expreflions 
of their feveral trades and callings ; whereof he 
wrote down as many as he could remember ; and 
was pleafed to communicate them to me, with 
leave to publifli them, for the ufe of thofe, who, 
at any time hereafter, may be at a lofs for proper 
words, wherein to exprefs their good difpofitions 
towards the faid William Wood. 

The 

* In this piece the author makes the feveral artificers attend 
William Wood (reprefented by a log of timber) to the gallows, 
and each tradesman cxpretfes his rcfentment in the terms of his 
proper calling. Then follows the procefllon, moft humoroufly 
defcribed. The whole is a piece of ridicule too powerful for the, 
ftrongeft gravity to withstand. Orrery, 

t One Molynemum ironmonger. 
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The people cried out to have him delivered into 

their hands. 
~ j Says the parliament- man. Expel him the houfe. 
2d parliament-man. I fecond that motion. 
Cook. I'll bap him. 
2d Cook. I'll give him his belly-full 

3d Cook. HI give him a lick in the chops. 
4th Cook. Vilfowce him. 

Drunken-man. HI beat him aslongasl cany? W. 

Bookfeller. HI turn over a new leaf 'with him. 

Saddler. HI pummel him. 

Glazier. HI make the light mine through him. 

Grocer. HI pepper him. 

Groom. HI curry his hide. 

Tothecary. HI pound him. 

2d Tothecary. HI beat him to mummy. 

School-mafter. HI make him an example. 

Rabbet-catcher. Y\\ ferret him. 

Paviour. HI thump him. 

Coiner. HI give him a rap. 

WHIG. Down with him. 

TORY. Up with him. 

Miller. HI dafh out his grinders. 

2d Miller. Dam him. 

Boatman. Sink him. 

Scavenger. Throw him in the kennel. 

Dyer. HI beat him black and Wye. 

Bagnio-man. HI make the houfe kqhot for him. 

Whore. Pox rot him. ^ 

2d Whore. Let me alone with him. 

3d Whore. Clap him up. 

Muftard-maker. HI have him by the n] 

Cu> tc - 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WOOD'S EXECUTION. 9 j 

Curate. I'll make the devil come out of him. 
Popifh prieft. VWfend him 10 the devil. 
Dancing-mafter. I'll teach him better manners. 
2d Dancing-mafter. I'll make him cut a caper 
three (lory high. 

Farmer. I'll trajh him. 

Taylor. I'll fit on his flirts. 

2d Taylor. Hell is too good for him. 

3d Taylor. I'll pink his doublet. 

4th Taylor. I'll make his a make buttons. 

Bafket-maker. I'll hamper him. 
Fiddler. I'll have him by the ears. 
2d Fiddler. I'll bang him to fome tune. 
Barber. I'll have him by the beard. 
2d Barber. I'll pull his ivhijhers. 
3d Barber. I'll make his hair ftand on end. 
4th Barber. I'll comb his locks. 
Tinker. I'll try what metal he's made of. 
Cobler. I'll make an end of him. 
Tobacconift. I'll make him fmoak. 
2d Tobacconift. I'll make him fet up his pipes. 
Gold-finder. I'll make him fink. 
Hackney-coachman. I'll make him know his 
driver. 
2dHackney-coachman.ril*/m;f him to the devil. 
Butcher. I'll have a limb of him- 
2d Butcher. Let us blow him up. 
3d Butcher. My knife in him. 
Nurfe. I'll fwaddle him. 
Anabaptift. We'll dip the rogue in the pond. 
Oftler. I'll rub him down. 
Shoemaker. Set him in the flocks. 
Vol. iy. I Banker. 
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Banker. I'll kick him to half-crowns. 
2d Banker. I'll pay him off. 
Bowler. I'll have a rubber with him. 
Gamefter. Pll make his bones rattle. 
Bodice-maker. I'll lace his fides. 
Gardener. I'll make him water his plants. 
Alewife. I'll reckon with him. 
Cuckold. I'll make him pull in his horns. 
Old woman. I'll mumble him. 
Hangman. I'll throttle him. 

But at laft the people, having received affuran- 
ces, that William Wood was neither in the houfe 
nor kingdom, appointed certain commiflioncrs to 
hang him in effigy ; whereof the whole ceremony 
and proceffion deferve to be tranfmitted to poftc- 
rity.. 

Firft, the way was cleared by a detachment of 
the blackguards, with fliort flicks in their hands, 
and cockades of paper in their hats. 

Then appeared William Wood, Efq; reprefent- 
cd to the. life, by an old piece of carved timber, 
taken from the keel of a fhip. Upon his face, 
which looked very difmal, were fixed, at proper 
diftances, feveral pieces of his own coin, to de- 
note who he was, and to fignify his calling, and 
his crime. He wore on his head a peruke, very 
artfully compofed of four old mops j a halter a- 
bout his neck, ferved him for a cravat. His 
cloaths were indeed not fo neat and elegant, as is 
ufual with perfons in his condition (which fome 
cenforious people imputed to affectation) for he 

was 
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was covered with a large rugg of feveral colours 
in patchwork : he was borne upon the fhoulders 
of an able-bodied porter. In his march by St. 
Stephen's green, he often bowed on both fides, to 
(hew his refpefts to the company; his deportment 
was grave ; and his countenance, thodgh fome- 
what penfive, was very compofed. 

Behind him followed his father alone, in a long 
mourning cloak, with his hat over his rtofe, and 
a handkerchief in his left hand, to wipe the tears 
from his face. 

Next in order marched the executioner hitnfilf 
in perfon ; whofe venerable afpett drew the eye& 
of the whole aflemWy upon himf; tut be was fur- 
ther diftinguifhed by af halter, whieh he bore up- 
on his left (houlder, as the badge of his office. 

Then followed two perfons hand in hand ; the 
one reprefenting William Wood's brother-in-law; 
the other a certain faddler, his intimate friend, 
whofe name I forget. Each had a fmall kettle 
in his hand, wherein was^t reafonable quantity 6f 
the new halfpence. At proper periods they fhook 
their kettles, which made a melancholy found, 
like the ringing of a knell for their partner and 
confederate. 

After thefe followed feveral officers, whofe af- 
fiftanee was necefiary y for the more decent per- 
formance of the great work in hand. 

The proceffion was clofed with an innumerable 

crowd of people, who frequently fent out loud 

huzzas •, which were cenfured by wifer heads, as a 

mark of inhumanity, and an ungenerous triumph 

I 2 over 
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over the unfortunate, without duly confidering 
the various viciffitudes of human life. However, 
as it becomes an impartial hiftorian, I will not 
conceal one obfervation, that Mr. Wood himfelf 
appeared wholly unmoved, without the lead alte- 
ration in his countenance ; only when he came 
within fight of the fatal tree, which happened to 
be of the fame fpecies of timber with his own 
perfon, he feemed to be fomewhat penfive. 

At the place of execution he appeared undaunt- 
ed, nor was feen to fhed a tear. He made no 
refiftance, but fubmitted himfelf, with great refig- 
nation, to the hangman, who was, indeed, thought 
to ufe him with too much roughnefs, neither kiff- 
ing him, nor afking him pardon. His dying 
SPEECH was printed, and deferves to be written 
in letters of GOLD. Being afked, whether it 
were his own true genuine SPEECH, he did not 
deny it. 

Thofe of the fofter fex, who attended the cere- 
mony, lamented, that fo comely and well-timbered 
a man Ihould come to fo untimely an end. - He 
hung but a fhort time 5 for, upon feeling his breaft, 
they found it cold and ftiff. 

It is ftrange to think, how this melancholy fpec- 
tacle turned the hearts of the people to compaffion. 
When he was out down, the body was carried 
through the whole city, to gather contributions 
for his wake ; and all forts of people (hewed their 
liberality, according as they* were able. The ce- 
remony was performed in an alehoufe of diftinc- 
tion, and in a inanner fuitable to the quality of* 

the 
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the deceafed. While the attendants were dif- 
courfing about his funeral,, a worthy member of 
the afTembly flood up, and propofed, that the body 
(hould be carried out the next day, and burned 
with the fame pomp and formalities ufed at his 
execution ; which would prevent the malice of his 
enemies* and all indignities that might be done to 
his remains. This was agreed to; and about 
nine o'clock on the following morning, there ap- 
peared a fecond proceffion. But, burning not hav- 
ing been any part of the fentence, authority- 
thought fit to interpofe, and the corpfe was refcued 
by the civil power. 

We hear the body is not yet interred ; which 
occasions many fpeculations. But what is more 
wonderful, it is pofitively affirmed by many who 
pretend to have been eye-witnefles, that there 
does not appear the leaft alteration in any one 
lineament or feature of his countenance \ nor vi- 
able decay in his whole frame, further than what 
had been made by worms, long before his execu- 
tion. The folution of which difficulty* I ftiall 
leave among naturaliftV 



I j Some 
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Some Considerations on the attempts to 
pafs Mr. Wood's Brass Monet in Ireland* 

By a lover of his country* 

IT is a melancholy confideration, to fee the fe- 
ver al refolutions and addrejfes of both houfes of 
parliament of Ireland, daring their late feJJion y the 
late addrefs of his nwjefty's jujtices and privy- council 
of that kingdom j and the petition of the county of the 
city of Dublin ; whereby die unanimous fenfe of 
this nation, and the great apprehenfions they ivere 
under , from importing and uttering copper halfpence 
and farthings in Ireland, by virtue of the patent 
granted to William Wood, have been represented 
in the ftrongeft terms : I fay, it is a melancholy 
confi deration > to fee the force of all thefe repre- 
sentations, eluded by the petitions of a (ingle per- 
fon, fuch as Mr. Wood. 

If juftice flood on the fide of this fingle perfbn, 
it ought to give good men pleafure, to fee that 
right mould take place ; out when, on the con- 
trary, the commonweal of a whole nation, the 
quieting the minds of a people, diftra&ed with 
apprehenfion of the utmoft danger to their pro- 
perties, nay, the^ prefervation of the purity of 
their laws,*is overborne by private intereft ; what 
good man but muft lament fuch an unhappy ftate 
of affairs ? 

And fince the matter was of this importance, 
and feemed to carry with it the teftimony of Hea- 
ven, 
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ven, in the univerfai cry of the people, how could 
any particular members of a community, which 
had thus, with one voice, deprecated the evil, 
with any (hew of reafon take upon them the 
1 ilk of any mifcarriage in a trial, in a fubordi- 
nate court ? 

It was to our gracious fovereign, that all thefc 
addrefies and petitions were prefentedj it was in- 
to his fatherly hands the whole nation committed 
the care of their. caufe; and it would have been 
the higheft piece of arrogance, for any perfon to 
have prefumed to take upon themfelves a (hare in 
that truft, which was only repofed in his majefty's 
hai\ds. It is no wonder, therefore, that every one 
was guarded with caution, againfi giving any advice 
or opinion in this matter of flat e ; for which reafon, 
they ought to apprehend great danger to themfelves^ 
from meddling in it. 

Though this proceeding may feem extraordinary f 
yet it being on a moft extraordinary matter, on a 
matter of fuch importance, as feemed to involve 
the civil rights and properties of a whole nation 
in the iflue of it ; on a matter wherein the lord* 
and commons were complainants, and the king 
immediately concerned, not only as general fa- 
ther of his people, but alfo as particular and only 
truftee, in whom his people repofed entire confix 
dence to redrefs the grievances complained of j 
was it not intirely reafonable and fit, that every 
particular perfon of this kingdom mould ref upon 
what was done by the whole body of the people* 
duly affembled in parliament, and not arrogantly 

affumc 
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affume to themfelves, a power of putting the fate 
of this nation to an iffue before twelve men ? 

Since, then, it plainly appears, that this matter 
is of fuch a high nature, that no particular perfon 
ought to have intermeddled in it ; it is to be pre- 
fumed, that the non-appearance of perfons to 
fupport the united fenfe of both houfes of parliament of 
Ireland, can never be conftrued as a general dif- 
fidence, of being able to fupport the charge brought 
againft the patent and patentee ; though, indeed, it 
might proceed from a general and a very reafon- 
able apprehettfion of a mijcatriage in this important 
affair \ ivherein both houfes of parliament had declar- 
ed themfelves fo fully convinced and fatisfied^ upon e- 
vidence and examination taken in the moft folemn 
manner; that for my part, I (and fo I hope every 
true lover of his country on his part) will look 
upon their refolutions to have the fame dignity 
(in this cafe) with a maxim in law, quia maxima 
tft eorum dignitas, et certiffima authoritas, atque quod 
tnaxime omnibus probentur. 

And, therefore, I don't prefume to enter the 
lifts, in order to fupport the refolutions of both 
houfes of parliament; for I look upon it that they 
zrcfofure and uncontrollable, that they ought not to 
be queftioned; but it fhall be the bufinefs of this 
paper, to point out fome of the mifchiefs which 
will naturally- refult from this coinage of Mr- 
Wood's, in cafe it fhould be forced upon us. 

We are told, that the power of ifluing this 
money of Mr. Wood's, is limited, and without any 
compulfum^ and currency inforced % to bt received by 

fuch 
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fuch only, as would voluntarily and wilfully accept 
the fame. But then, it is melancholy to behold, 
that this patent is explained to be obligatory on 
all his majeflys officers and miniftcrs, to receive the 
fame. 

By this means, there is a foundation laid for 
the mod unheard of confufion that ever was in- 
troduced into the bufinefs of a nation \ for here 
is eftablifhed a fpecies of money, made of the 
bafeft metal, which none in employments under 
his majefty muft refufe in payments to the crown, 
or to themfelves, and yet all the reft of his fub- 
je&s are at liberty to refufe the fame, in payments 
to be made to them, either by his majefty, or by 
any other perfon. 

Thus the revenue of the crown will be highly 
prejudiced, by the want of intrinfic value in the 
coin with which it is paid ; and the army and all 
others in employments under his majefty, are the 
perfons, who, in the firft place, muft bear the 
burthen of this mifchief. For if they are the 
only perfons who are obliged to receive this coin 
as current money, it is to be prefumed, that no 
other perfons will receive the fame, but with 
confiderable allowance for the difference between 
the brafs money, and that made of gold and (ilver. 

And, even with a confiderable allowance, it 
will be hard to conceive, how this brafs money 
will find any degree of currency in the world, 
without the affiftance of a fet of men, who may 
probably raife great eftates in this unfettled courfe 
of affairs 5 but fuch a fet of people ought never 

to. 
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to be encouraged by a wife government ; for they 
will make their fortunes by the lofles of good 
fubje&s, and by preying on the revenue of the 
prince : and yet thefe hucflerers y or money-jobbers^ 
will be found neceflary, if this brafs money is made 
current in the Exchequer. 

To fhew, in fome meafure, the proportion of 
this mifchief to his majefty's revenue, and to 
thofe in immediate offices under him ; it muft be 
confidered, that the grofs revenue of this king- 
dom is about 500,0001. per annum; out of which 
muft be deducted the charge of colle&ion and 
drawbacks; which, to be fure, the fevcral col- 
lectors, and thofe who are to receive the draw- 
backs, will take care to receive in Sterling money; 
about 8o,oool. per annum ; and there will remain, 
for the difcharge of the civil and military lifts, 
penfions, tffV. 420,000 1. per annum ^ which furrr, 
it is probable, iffues out of the treafury by month- 
ly payments of about 35,0001. per month; for o- 
therwife, the current cafh in this nation could 
not.poffiMy pay the revenue, and ferve to carry 
on even the little bufinefe of this country 5 for rt 
hath never been computed, that our current coin 
amounts to more than 500,000 1. fo that if 
40,000 U of Mr. Wood's brafs money is thrown in 
upon us (even admitting that no more of this 
fpecies mould be brought in) it is manifeft, that 
that fum will be near one-twelfth of the whole 
coin in the nation ; and more than one month's 
pay of the civil and militarylifts, and penfions, 
&c. of this kingdom. 

If 
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If this fum fhould ftagnate in the treafury, it is 
certain, there will be no greater lofs (immediate- 
ly brought) by this coin to the revenue, than the 
money that there lies dead amounts to: but, if it 
is iflued in monthly payments to the army, and 
other his majefty's officers and minifters, as in 
all probability it muft; then this coin, being com- 
pofed of a bafe metal, current only in the ex- 
chequer, where it is received at an imaginary va- 
lue, of at lcaft 60 per cent, more than the real va- 
lue of the material, it will be fuddenly paid back, 
again to the collectors, and, by that means, pafs 
through the treafury, at leaft three times in every 
year 5 for there, we are told, it is to meet with uq 
let or molejiation. 

And, feeing the currency of this money is not 
inforced on any other of his majefty's fubje&s, it 
is eafy to conceive, that the difference of value 
between this coin, and the gold and filver which 
will be current in the nation, will be fettled by 
the money-jobbers , at about 20 per cent, difcount. 

By which means alone, there will be loft in the 
intrinfic value of the revenue, the fum of 24,000 1. 
per annum, without computing for the lofles which 
muft neceflarily be. brought to the revenue, by the 
general diffidence, which the introducing this coin 
will create among the people : all which will be 
manifeftly deftruBive of the trade and commerce of 
the kingdom, and of dangerous confequence to the pro* 
perties of the fubjetl. 

And yet the evil has been here computed, on a 
fuppofition that only 40,000 1. of this money will 

be 
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be uttered in the kingdom ; but I take It to be im- 
poffible to limit the quantity that (hall be brought 
in, efpecially if the importers of it have fo fure a 
market for the fame as the Exchequer. 

For, though his Majefty mould be able to prevent 
Mr. Wood from coining any more than 40,000 1. 
and mould never hereafter be prevailed upon to 
grant his fpecial licence or authority > to enlarge that 
fum, yet it will be impoffible to prevent the im- 
portation of this fort of coin from other nations. 
And there have been fuch variety of dyes made 
ufe of by Mr. Wood in (lamping his money, that 
it makes the difcovery of counterfeits more diffi- 
cult; and the profit is fo great, that it will be a 
fufficient temptation to our induftrious neighbours 
of Holland to fend large quantities of this coin to 
fo fure a market as the Exchequer. 

And perhaps it may be a queftion among law- 
yers, whether a man can be punifhed at the king's 
fuit, for counterfeiting this coin, becaufe it is not 
the current coin of the kingdom ; for though thefe 
halfpence are to be received as money in the Ex- 
chequer, yet, in trade, they are no better than 
counters; and therefore, the patent may perhaps 
be conftrued to be no more than a grant of a mo- 
nop§ly to make thofe counters. 

But it is worth obferving, that if this patent is 
fo worded, as that his Majefty's officers, employed 
in the receipt of his revenue, cannot refufe re- 
ceiving this coin, it is directly contrary to two 
a&s of parliament now in force in this kingdom, 

and 
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and which are to be found in the books of rates 
diftributed among the officers of the revenue. 

For, by the aft of tonnage and poundage, 
14 and 15 Car. II. cap. 9* the duties thereby 
granted to his Majefty and his fucceflbrs, are to 
he paid in lawful money of England. And by 
the acl: of excife, or new impoft, 14 and 1 5 Car. II. 
cap. 8. it is exprefly declared and enacted, that 
the feveral rates and duties of excife, and all fries, 
penalties, forfeitures, or other f urn or funis of money 
rated, hnpofed, fet, or forfeited, in and by this acl, 
are meant and intended to be current and laitful mo- 
ney or monies of England, and that all and every of 
the fame be therefore demanded, received, paid, and 
fatisfied accordingly. 

By thefe a&s it is manifeft, that the collectors 
are obliged to receive the feveral duties arifing 
from the cuftom and excife, in no other money 
but fuch as is current and lawful money of Eng- 
land ; and Mr. "Wood's halfpence and farthings 
not being current or lawful money in England, or 
m this kingdom, if this patent is obligatory on 
them to receive payments in this coin, it is con- 
trary to a£b of parliament, and therefore void in 
itfelf. 

And if the feveral collectors of his Majefty's re- 
venue in this kingdom mould receive the faid du- 
ties, or any part of them, in Mr. Wood's brafs 
money, it would be affuming to themfelves a power 
to difpenfe with thofe acts of parliament, contrary 
to the fenfe of both houfes of parliament, and 
contrary to their refpe&ive oaths ; fo that it feems 

Vol. IV. K highly 
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highly reafonable, becaufe confonant to law, that 
the officers of the revenue jhotild give orders to the in- 
ferior officers 9 not to receive this coin* 

Perhaps it will be faid, that the king hath a 
power to direft what coin he pleafes to be receiv- 
ed by the officers of his revenue, and that this 
patent is in confequence of fuch a prerogative. 
But it is to be hoped, that this doftrine will never 
be maintained, in favour of a coin, to which the 
whole nation, as well in parliament aflembled as 
in their private capacities, have fhewed a general 
diflike. 

Moreover, as this cafe (lands circumftanced, it 
is a great queftion whether his Majefty hath fuch 
a difpenfing power : for though it (hould be al- 
lowed, that his Majefty might direft the receipt 
of his own revenue in what coin he pleafes ; yet 
it is mod certain, that his Majefty does not intend 
to enforce the currency of Wood's money among 
any of his fubjefts, much lefs doth his Majefty 
intend to oblige thofe, who are entitled by a£fc of 
parliament to be paid in current money of Eng- 
land, to receive this money of Mr. Wood's. 

And it is plain, that, by the aft of excife, there 
are feveral fines % penalties , and forfeitures ^ which, 
by virtue of that aft, are to be received in current 
money of England \ and to half thofe fnes 9 for- 
feitures and penalties^ the informers are entitled, 
by virtue of the faid aft : fo that, if the officers 
fhould be obliged to receive them in brafs morfey 9 
the informers muft neceflarily lofe the benefit of 
the faid aft } and I may venture to fay, that aftt 

cannot 
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cannot be repealed but by another aft, to be made 
by king, lords, and commons, and not by a patent. 

AH thefe things having been, among many other 
very weighty matters, laid before both houfes of 
parliament of Ireland, it is not to be wondered, 
that they reprefent, that the patent had been obtained 
in a clandejline and unprecedented manner ', and 
by notorious mifreprefentations of the Jl ate of Ireland. 
For what can be more clandeftine, than to obtain 
a patent, with powers not only highly prejudicial 
to his Majefty 9 s revenue, deflruclive of the trade and 
commerce of the kingdom, and of dangerous confe- 
quence to the properties of the fubjeB, but alfo, con- 
trary to feveral afts of parliament ? and that it 
was an unprecedented attempt, at leafl; in this 
reign, will be readily allowed ; therefore, all the 
reprefentations made of the ftate of Ireland, in or* 
der to obtain this patent, may, with great truth, 
be called notorious mifreprefentations. 

But it has been faid, that his Majefly cannot 
proceed againft the patentee, but according to the 
known rules and maxims of law'and juftice : and 
God forbid that any one of this kingdom ihould 
advife his Majefty to fubvert or difpenfe with any 
of our laws. No part of the addreffes from the 
houfes of parliament of Ireland, has the leafl ten- 
dency this way. 

For, though the houfe of commons, in their fe- 
cond addrefs to his Majefty, mofl humbly befeech 
bis Majefly, that he will be gracioufly pleafed to give 
direclions to the feveral officers entr lifted with the re- 
ceipt of his Majejly y s revenue, that they do not, on 
K 2. any 
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any pretence whatfoever, utter fuch halfpence and 
farthings : yet, if his Majefty had been g^acioufly 
pleafed to have given orders, according to this 
humble addrefs of his people of Ireland, it is hum- 
bly conceived, that this would have been only an 
affirmance of the law of the land, as hath been 
-faid, and not ary way contrary to law. 

For, though his Majefty, by his patent under the 
great fcal of Great-Britain, wills, requires^ and com- 
mands his lieutenant, deputy, or other chief governor 
cr governors of his kingdom ^Ireland, and all other 
officers and mwifters of his Majefly, his heirs and 
fucceffors, in England, Ireland, or elfewhere, to be 
aiding and afftfting to the faid William Wood, his 
executors, &o in the execution of all or any the pow- 
ers, authorities, direffions, matters or things to be 
executed by him or them, or for his or their benefit cr 
advantage, by virtue and in purfuance of the faid 
indentures ; yet it is in all things as becennth, &c 
And this is to be expounded by the known laws 
of the land, and by other parts of the faid patent, 
whereby it is manifeft, that his Majefty never in- 
tended to enforce the currency of this money, to be 
received by any perfoti that would not voluntarily and 
wilfully accept the fame. 

Therefore, fince the people have (hewed a ge- 
neral diflike of this coin, it is to be hoped, ^that 
fome method will be found out, to eafe their 
minds from the diftra£Hon they are under on this 
occafiom 

A Short 
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A 

Short View of the State of Ireland.. 

Written in the year 1727. 

I AM affured, that it hath for fome time been 
praftifed as a method of making mens court; 
when they are afked about the rate of lands, the 
abilities of tenants, the ftate of trade and manu- 
factures in this kingdom, and how their rents are 
paid, to anfwer, that in their neighbourhood all 
things are in a flourifhing condition, the rent and 
purchafe of land every day encreafing. And if a 
gentleman happen to be a little more fincere in 
bis reprefentations •, befides being looked on as 
not well affe&ed, he is.fure to have a dozen con* 
tradittors at his elbow, I think it is no manner 
of fecret, why thefe queftions are fo cordially aflc— 
ed, or fo obligingly anfwered. 

But fince, with regard to the affairs of this king- 
dom, I have been ufing all endeavours to fubdue 
my indignation ;. to which indeed I am not pro- 
voked by any perfonal intereft, not being the own*- 
er of one fpot of ground in the whole ijland; I 
fhall only enumerate, by rules generally known 
and never contradicted, what are the true caufes. 
pf any country's flourifhing and growing rich ;, 
and then examine what effects arife from thofe 
«aufes in the kingdom of Ireland. 

The firft caufe of a kingdom's thriving, is, the 

fbritf ulnefa of the foil,, to produce the neceflarie&i 

K j, andi 
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and conveniences of life ; not only fufficient for 
the inhabitants, but for exportation into other 
countries. 

The fecond is, the induftry of the people, in 
working up all their native commodities to the 
Jaft degree of manufa&ure. 

The third is, the conveniency of fafe ports and 
havens, to carry out their own goods as much 
manufactured, and bring in thofe of others as 
Httle manufa&ured, as the nature of mutual com- 
merce will allow. . 

The fourth is, that the natives fhould, as much 
as poflible, export and import their goods in veffels 
of their own timber, made in their own country. 

The fifth is, the privilege of a free trade in 
all foreign countries, which will permit them* 
except thofe who are in war with their own 
prince or ftate. 

The fixth is, by being governed only by laws. 
made with their own confent ; for otherwife, they 
are not a free people. And therefore all appeals 
for juftice, or applications for favour or prefer- 
ment, to another country, are fo many grievous 
impoveriftiments. 

The feventh is, by improvement of land, en- 
couragement of agriculture, and thereby encreaf- 
ing the number of their people j without which* 
any country, however bleffed by nature, muft 
continue poor. 

The eighth is, the refidence of the prince, or 
chief adminiftrator of the civil power. 

The ninth is> the concourfe of foreigners for 

education* 
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education, curiofity, or pleafure 5 or as to a ge-» 
neral mart of trade. •- 

The tenth is, by difpofing aJl offices of honour, 
profit or truft, only to the natives ; or at leaft with 
very few exceptions, where ftrangers have long 
inhabited the country,, and are fuppofed to under- 
ftand and regard the intcreft of it as their own. 

The eleventh is, when the rents of lands, and 
profits of employments, are fpent in the coun^- 
try which produced them, and not in another ^ 
the former of which will certainly happen, where 
the love of our native country prevails. 

The twelfth is, by the public revenues being all 
(pent and employed at home, except on the occa* 
fions of a foreign war. 

The thirteenth is, where the people are not 
obliged, unlefs they find it for their own intereft 
or convenieney, to receive any monies, except of 
their own coinage by a public mint, after the 
manner of all civilized nations. 

The fourteenth is, a difpofition of the people 
of a country to wear their own manufactures, and 
import as few incitements to luxury either in 
cloaths, furniture, food, or drink, as they pof- 
£bly can live conveniently without. 

There are many other caufes of a nation's thriv- 
ing, which I at prefent cannot recoiled! ; but 
without advantage from at leaft fome of thefe, 
after turning my thoughts a long time, I am not 
able to difcover from whence our wealth proceeds, 
and therefore "would gladly be better informed, 
la the mean, time, I will here examine, what 

fhare 
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fliare falls to Ireland of thefc caufes, or of the 
effe&s and confequences. 

It is not my intention to complain, but bare- 
ly to relate fafls ; and the matter is not of 
fmall importance. For it is allowed, that a man 
who lives in a folitary houfe, far from help, is 
not wife in endeavouring to acquire in the neigh- 
bourhood the reputation of being rich •, becaufe 
thofe, who come for gold, will go off with pewter 
and brafs, rather than return empty : and in the 
common practice of the world, thofe who pofTefs 
moft wealth, make the leaft parade ; which they 
leave to others, who f have nothing elfe to bear 
them out in mewing their faces on the exchange.. 

As to the firft caufe of a nation's riches, being 
the fertility of the foil, as well as temperature of 
climate, we have no reafon to complain \ for al- 
though the quantity of unprofitable land in this 
kingdom, reckoning bogg and rock and barren 
mountain, be double in proportion to what it is 
in England ; yet the native productions, which 
both kingdoms deal in, are very near an equality in 
point of goodnefs, and might with the fame encou- 
ragement be as well manufactured. I except mines 
and minerals \ in fome of which, however, we are 
only defective in point of fkiil and induftry. 

In the fecond, which is the induftry of the 
people, our misfortune is not altogether owing 
to our own faulty but to a million of discourage- 
ments. 

The conveniency of ports and havens, which 
aatiare hath bellowed fb liberally on this kingdom, 

i& 
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is of no more ufe to us than a beautiful profpeft to 
a man fhut up in a dungeon. 

As to (hipping of its own, Ireland is fo utterly 
unprovided, that of all the excellent timber cut 
down within thefe fifty or fixty years, it can hard- 
ly be faid, that the nation have received the be- 
nefit of one valuable houfe to dwell in, or one 
Chip to trade with. 

Ireland is the only kingdom I ever heard or 
read of, either in ancient or modern ftory, which 
was denied the liberty of exporting their native* 
commodities and manufactures wherever they 
pleafed, except to countries at war with their own 
prince or ftate : yet this privilege, by the fupe- 
riority of mere power, is refufed us in the mofc 
momentous parts of commerce ; befides an aft 
of navigation, to which we never confented, 
pinned down upon us, and rigoroufly executed ; 
and a thoufand other unexampled circumilances 9 
as grievous as they are invidious to mention. 
To go on to the reft. 

It is too well known, that we are forced to 
obey fome laws we never confented to j which 
is a condition I mult not call by its true uncon- 
tro verted name, for • fear of lord Chief-jufttcc 
Whitfhed's ghoft, with his libertas et natale fo- 
lurriy * written for a motto on his coach, as it 
flood at the door of the court, while he was per- 
juring himfelf to betray both. Thus we are iri 
the condition of patients, who have phyfic fent. 
them by doctors at a dida nee, flrangersto their 

conftitutiotv 
* X-iberty ami my native country.. 
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constitution and the nature of their difeafe : and 
thus we are forced to pay five hundred per cent. 
to decide our properties : in all which we have 
likewife the honour to be diftinguifhed from the 
whole race of mankind. 

As to the improvement of land ; thofe few 
who attempt that, or planting, through covet- 
oufnefs, or want of (kill, generally leave things 
worfe than they were; neither fucceeding in 
trees nor hedges ; and, by running into the fancy 
of grazing, after the manner of the Scythians, 
are every day depopulating the country, 

"We are fo far from having a king to refide a- 
mong us, that even the viceroy is generally ab- 
fcnt four-fifths of his time in the government. 

No (hangers from other countries make this a 
part of their travels \ where they can expe£t to 
fee nothing but fcenes of mifefy and defolaiion. 

Thofe who have the misfortune to be born 
here, have the lead title to any confiderable em- 
ployment j to which they are feldom preferred, 
but upon a political confederation. 

One third part of the rents of Ireland is fpent 
in 1 England \ which, with the profit of employ- 
ments, pennons, appeals, jeurnies of pleafure or 
health, education at the inns of court and both 
univerfities, remittances at pleafure, the pay of 
all fuperior officers in the army, and other inci- 
dents, will amount to a full half of the income of 
the whole kingdom, all clear profit to England. 

We are denied the liberty of coining gold, fil- 
vcr, or even copper. In the Ifle of Man, they 

coin. 
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coin their ovmjilvers every petty prince, vaffal 
to the emperor, can coin what money he pleafeth. 
And in this, as in mod of the articles already 
mentioned, we are an exception to all other ftates 
or monarchies', that were ever known in the world. 
As to the laft, or fourteenth article, we take 
fpecial care to aft diametrically contrary to it in 
the whole courfe of our lives. Both fexes, but e- 
fpecially the women, defpife and abhor to wear any 
of their own manufa&ures, even thofe which are 
better made than in other countries 5 particularly 
a fort of (ilk plaid, through which the workmen 
are forced to run a kind of gold thread, that it 
may pafs for Indian. Even ale and potatoes are im- 
ported from England, as well as corn •, and our fo- 
reign trade is little more than importation of French 
wine, for which, I am told, we pay ready money. 
Now, if all this be true, (upon which I could 
eafily enlarge) I would be glad to know, by what 
fecret method it is, that we grow a rich and 
flourifhing people, without liberty trade, manu- 
factures, inhabitants, money, or the privilege of 'coining: 
without induftry, labour, or improvement of land; 
and with more than half the rent and profits of 
the whole kingdom annually exported, for which 
we receive not a fingle farthing : and, to make 
up all this, nothing worth mentioning, except 
the linen of the North, a trade cafual, corrupted, 
and at mercy ; and fome butter from Corke. If 
we do flourifh, it muft be againft every law of 
nature and reafon : like the thorn at Glaftenbury, 
that bloflbms in the midft of winter. 

Let 
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Let the worthy comtnljjionersj who come from 
England} ride round the kingdom, and obferve 
the face of nature, or the face of the natives ; the 
improvement of the land; the. thriving nume- 
rous plantations ; the noble woods ; the abun- 
dance and vicinity of country-feats ; the com- 
modious farmers houfes and barns ; the towns 
and villages, where every body is bufy, and thriv- 
ing with all kind of manufactures •, the fhops 
full of goods wrought to perfection, and filled 
with cuftomers ; the comfortable diet and drefs, 
and dwellings of the people ; the vaft numbers of 
fhips in our harbours and docks, and (hip-wrights 
in our fea-port towns; the roads crouded with car- 
riers, laden with rich manufa&ures; the perpetual 
concourfe to and fro of pompous equipages. 

With what envy and admiration would thofe 
gentlemen return from fo delightful a progrefs ? 
what glorious reports would they make, when 
they went back to England ? 

But my heart is too heavy to continue this 
irony longer ; for, it is manifeft, that, whatever 
ftranger took fuch a journey, would be apt to 
think himfelf travelling in Lapland or Iceland, 
rather than in a country fo favoured by nature as 
ours, both in fruitfulnefs of foil, and temperature 
of climate. The miferable drefs, and diet, and 
dwelling of the people; the general defolation" 
in mod parts of the kingdom ; the old feats of 
the nobility and gentry all in ruins, and no new 
ones in their (lead : the families of farmers, who 
pay great rents, living in filth and naflinefs upon 

butter- 
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butter-milk and potatoes, without a fhoe-or flock- 
ing to their Feet, or a houfe fo convenient as an 
Engliih hog-fty to receive them. Thefe, indeed, 
may be comfortable fights to an Englim fpe&a- 
tor; who comes for a fhort time, only to learn 
the language, and returns back to his own coun- 
try, whither he finds all our wealth tranfmitted. 

Noflra miferia magna eji. 

There is not one argument ufed to prove the 
riches of Ireland, which is not a logical demon- 
ftration of its poverty. The rife of our rents is 
fqueezed out of the very blood, and vitals, and 
cloaths, and dwellings of the tenants, who live 
worfe than Englifh beggars. The lownefs of in- 
tereft, in all other countries a fign of wealth, is 
in us a proof of mifery ; there being no trade to 
employ any borrower. Hence alone comes the 
dearnefs of land, fince the fayers have no other 
way to lay out their money : hence the dearnefs 
of neccfTaries for life ; becaufe the tenants can- 
not afford to pay fuch extravagant rates for land, 
(which they mult take, or go a-begging) without 
railing the price of cattle, and of corn, although 
themfelves fhould live upon chaff. Hence our 
increafe of buildings in this city ^ becaufe work- 
men have nothing to do but to employ one an- 
other, and one half of them are infallibly un- 
done. Hence the daily increafe of bankers, who 
may be a neceflary evil in a trading country, 
but fo ruinous in ours 5 who, for their private 
advantage, have fent away all our filver, and one- 

Vol. IV, L third 
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third of our gold ; fo that, within three years 
pad, the running cafh of the nation, which was 
about five hundred thoufand pounds, is now lefs 
than two ; and mud daily diminifh, unlefs we have 
• liberty to coin, as well as that important kingdom, 
the Ifle of Man, and the meaneft principality in 
the German empire, as I before obferved. 

I have fometimes thought,, that this paradox, 
of the kingdom growing rich, is chiefly owing 
to thofe worthy gentlemen the BANKER'S; 
who, except fome cuftom-houfe officers, birds of 
'paffage, oppreflive thrifty 'fquires, and a few o- 
thers, who fhall be namelefs, are the only thriv- 
ing people among us : and I have often wifhed, 
that a law were enacted, to hang up half a dozen 
bankers every year, and thereby interpofe at leaft 
fome fhort delay to the further ruin of Ireland. 

Te are idle i ye are idle, anfwered Pharaoh to the 
Ifraelites, when they complained to his tnafe/fy 9 
that they were forced to makebricks without ftraw. 

England enjoys every one of thofe advantages 
for enriching a nation, which I have above enu- 
merated 5 and, into the bargain, a good million 
returned to them every year, without labour or 
hazard, or one farthing value received on our 
fide : but, how long we fhall be able to continue 
the payment, I am not under the leaft concern. 
One thing I know, that when the hen isjlarved 
to deaths there will be no more golden eggt. 

I thmk it a little unhofpitable, and others may 
call it a fubtile piece of malice, that, because 
there may be a dozen* families in this town ahjc 
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to entertain their Englifti friends in a generous 
manner at their tables, their guefts, upon their 
return to England, fhall report, that we wallow 
in riches and luxury. 

Yet, I confefs, I have known an hofpital, wnere 
all the houfliold officers grew rich ; while the 
poor, for whofe fake it was built, were almoft 
ftarving for want of food and raiment. 

To conclude : If Ireland be a rich and flourifh- 
ing kingdpm,,its wealth and profpei ity.m.uft be own- 
ing to certain, caufjea, that are yet concealed from 
the whole race of mankind •, a,nd thq effects, are 
equally invifible. We neecl not wonder, at 
ftrangers, when tbej d^Hv.er (ucU jpawJ.QXes > r hut 
a native and inb.abitauj; of this kingdom, who 
gives the fame verdict, muft be either ignorant 
to ftupidity, or a raan-pleafer, at the expsnee of 
all honour, confeience, and truth*. 

* The prefent ftate of Ireland || is, in general, as flouriftiing 
as poflible. Agriculture is cultivated : arts and fcionces are en- ■ 
couraged : and, in the fpace of eighteen years, which is almoft 
the full time that I have knpwn it, no Unborn can be more 
improved. Ireland, in relation of England, may be compared to 
a younger fifter lately come of age, after having fuffered all the 
miferies of an injured minor ; fuch as law-fuits, encroachment* 
upon hert property, violation of her rights, deftruction of her te- 
nants, and, every evil that can be named. At length, time, and 
her own noble fpirit of intlufhy, have entirely relieved her, and, 
lome little heart-burnings excepted, (he enjoys the quiet pofleA 
fion of a very ample fortune, fubjeet, by way of acknowledg- * 
merit, to certain quit-rents, payable to the elder branch of her 
houfe. Taki her all in all, (he cannot have a greater fortune 
than, (he daferves* Orrery. 

L* .AN 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



r 



C 124 ] 

An ANSWER to a PAPER, 



CALLED, 



A MEMORIAL of the poor Inhabitants, 
Tradefmen, and Labourers of the Kingdom of 
Ireland. 

Written in the year 1718. 

I Received a paper from you, whoever you are, 
printed without any name of author or 
printer ; and fent, I fuppofe, to me, among o- 
thers, without any particular diftin&ion. It con- 
tains a complaint of the dearnefs of corn ; and 
fome fchemes for making it cheaper, which I 
cannot approve of. 

But, pray permit me, before I go further, to 
give you a ihort hiftory of the fteps, by which 
we arrived at this hopeful fi tuation. 

It was, indeed, the fhameful practice of too 
many Irifh farmers, to wear out their ground 
with ploughing ; while, either through poverty, 
lazinefs, or ignorance, they neither took care to 
manure it as they ought, nor gave time to any 
part of the land to recover itfelfj and, when 
their leafes are near expiring, being afiurcd that 
their landlords would not renew, they ploughed 
even the meadows, and made fuch havock, that 
many landlords were confiderable fufFerers by it*. 

This 

* This praflice probably produced the penal clanfes to prohi- 
bit ploughing, mentioned in the propofil for the mi'oerfyl ufe of 
Irijk quwufaftures. Hawkef . 
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This gave birth to that abominable race of 
graziers, who, .upon expiration of the farmers 
Jeafes, were ready to engrofs great quantities of 
land ; and the gentlemen having been before of- 
ten ill paid, and their land wore out of heart, 
were too eafily tempted, when, a rich grazier 
made an offer to take all their land, and give 
them fecurity for payment. Thus, a wit- tract 
of land, where twenty or thirty farmers lived, to- 
gether with their cottagers and labourers in their 
feveral cabins, became all defolate, and eafily 
managed by one or two herdfmen and their boys ; 
whereby the mafter-grazier, with little trouble, 
feized to himfelf the livelihood of an hundred 
people. , 

It muft he confefled, that the farmers were 
juftly puniflied for their knavery, brutality, and 
folly. But neither are the 'fquires and landlords 
to be.excufed \ for to them is owing the depopu- 
lating of the country, the vaft number of beggars, 
and the ruin of thofe few forry improvements we 
had. 

That farmers fhould be limited in ploughing, 
is very reafohable, and pra&ifed in England ; and 
might have eafily been dQne here T>y penal claufes 
in their leafes : but to deprive them in a manner 
altogether from tilling their lands, was a moft 
ftupid want of thinking. 

Had the farmers been confined to plough a 

certain quantity of land, with a penalty of ten 

pounds an acre for whatever they exceeded, and 

farther limited (or the three or four laft years of 

L 3 their 
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their leafes, all this evil had Keen prevented \ the 
nation would Have faved a million of money ; md 
been more populous by above two hundred thou- 
sand fouls* 

For a people, dented the benefit of trade, to 
manage their lands in fuch a ma»ner as to pro- 
duce nothing, but what they are forbidden tcv 
trade wkh, or only fuch things as they can nei- 
tkeir export nor^manufa&ure ta advantage, is an 
abfurdky that a wild Indian would be afhamed 
©f ; especially when we add, that we are content 
to purcbafe this hopeful commerce by fending to 
foreign markets for our daily bread. 

The graziers • employ 2.1 en& is to feed great 
flocks of fheep, or black cattle, or both. With re* 
gard to.Jb46p f as folly is ufiutlly accompanied with- 
perverfenefs, fo it is herd. There is fomethiag 
fo monftrous to deal in. a commodity, (further 
than for our own u£t} which we «*re not allowed 
to export manufactured, nor even unmanufac- 
tured^ but to one certain country, and only to foxner 
few ports in that country ; there is, I fay, fomc* 
thing fo fipttilh, that it wants a name in our Jan- 
guage to expfeft it by : and the good of it is, that 
the moire fheep we have, the fewer human crea- 
tures are left to wear the wool, or- eat the flejbh 
Ajax was mad, wheii he miftobk a ftock of jkeep* 
for his enemies : but we mail never be fober, un- 
til we have the fame way of thinking. 

The other part of the grazier's bufinefe is what 
we call black cattle, producing hides, tallow, and 
ieef for exportation \ all which are good and ufo- 

£ul 
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ful commodities, if rightly managed. But it 
feeros, the greatefk part of the bides- are fent out 
raw, for want of bark to tan them $ and that want 
will daily grow ftronger : for, I doubt, the new 
project of tanning without it, h at an end* Ouf 
beef , I am afraid, ftill continues fcandalous in fo- 
reign markets, for the old reafons. But our tafi- 
ftnu, for any thing I know, may be good. How- 
ever, to beftow the whole kingdom on 'beef and 
mutton, and thereby drive out half the peopley 
who fhoutd eat their ftiare, and force the reft to 
fend fometimes as far as Egypt for bread to eat 
with it, is a moil peculiar and diftinguiflied piece 
of public ceconomy, of which I have no eompre- 
henfion. 

I know very well that our aneeftors the Scythi- 
ans, and their posterity our kinfmen the Tartar^ 
Kved upon the blood and milk and raw ftcfli o£ 
their cattle, without one grain of corn: but I corK 
fefs myfelf fo degenerate, that I am not eafp 
without bread to my vi&uals. 

What amazed me for a week or two, was t& 
fee, in this prodigious plenty of cattle, and dearth 
of human creatures, and want of bread, as well as 
money to buy it, that all kind of jle/b meat fhoufd 
be naonftroufly dear, beyond what was ever 
known in this kingdom.. I thought it a defe& in 
the laws, that there was not fome regulation in* 
the price offlejh, as well as bread : but I imagine 
myfelf to have guefled out the reafon 1 in fliort, I 
am apt to think, that the whole kingdom is over-^ 
flocked with cattle % both black and white : and as 

it 
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it is obferved, that the poor Irijh have a vanity to 
be rather owners of two lean cows, than one fat, 
although with double the charge of grazing, and 
but half the quantity of milk ; fo 1 conceive it 
much more difficult at prefent to find a fat bul- 
lock or weather, than it would be, if half of them 
were fairly knocked on the head : for I am allur- 
ed, that the diftrift in the feveral markets, called 
carrion-row, is as reafonable as the poor can de- 
fire y only the circum fiance of money to pur chafe it, 
and of trade, or labour, to pur chafe that money, are 
indeed wholly wanting. 

Now, Sir, to return more particularly to you, 
and your memorial. 

A hundred thoufand barrels of wheat, .you fay, 
fhould be imported hither ; and ten thoufand 
pounds premium to the importers. Have you 
looked into the purfe of the nation ? I am no 
commiffioner of thdtreafury ; but am well aflured, 
that the whole running cafh would not fupply 
you with a fum to purchafe fo much corn, which, 
only at twenty {hillings a barrel, will be a hun- 
dred thoufand pounds 3 and ten thoufand more 
for the pramium. But you will tvaflic for your 
corn with other goods : and where are thofe 
goods ? If you. had them, they are all engaged to 
pay the rents of abfentees % and other occasions, in 
London, befides a i huge balance of. trade this 
year again ft us. Will foreigners take our bank- 
ers paper ? I fuppofe, they will value it at little 
more than fo much a quire. Where are thefe 
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rich farmers and tngrojjers of corn, in £o bad a 
year, and fo little fowing ? 

You are in pain for two (hillings premium, and 
forget the twenty {hillings for the price : find 
me out the latter, and I will engage for the for- 
mer. 

Your fcheme for a tax for raifingfuch a fum,is 
all vifionary, and owing to a great want of 
knowledge in the miferable fate of this nation. 
Tea, coffee, fugar,fpices, nv'me, and foreign cloths, 
are the particulars you mention, upon which 
this tax ihould be railed. I will allow the two 
firfl, becaufe they are unwholefome ; and the 
laft, "becaufe I fhould be glad if they were all 
burned \ but I beg you will leave us our wine to 
make us a while forget our mifery ; or give your 
tenants leave to plough for barley. But 1 will 
tell you a fecret, which I learned many years ago 
from the commiflioners of the cufoms in Lon- 
don : they faid, when any commodity appeared to 
be taxed above a moderate rate, the confequence 
was, to leflen that branch of the revenue by one 
half j and one of thofe gentlemen pleafantly told 
me, that the xniftake of parliaments on fuch oc- 
Cafions, was owing to an error of computing two 
and two to make four; whereas, in the buGnefs 
of laying heavy impofttons, two and two never 
made more than one ; which happens by leiTen- 
ing the import, and the ftrong temptation of run- 
ning fuch goods as paid high duties, at lead in 
this kingdom. Although the women are as vain 
and^extravagant as their lovers or their hufbands 

can 
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can deferve, and the men are fond enough ofi 
wine ; yet the number of both, who can afford 
fuch expences, is fo fmall, that the major part 
muft.refufe gratifying themfelves, and the duties 
will rather be leffened than increafed. But, al- 
lowing no force in this argument \ yet fo preter- 
natural a fiim, as one hundred and ten thoufand 
pounds, railed all on a fudden, (for there is no 
dallying with hunger) is juft in proportion with 
raifing a million and a half in England * which, 
as things now ftand, would probably bring that 
opulent kingdom under feme difficulties.. 

You are concerned how ftrange and- fiarprjfing 
k would be in foreign parts to hear, that the poor 
were ftarving in a rici* country, i*fc. Are you 
in earneft ? is Ireland the rich country yot* raoean ? 
or are you infulting our poverty P were yen ever 
out of Ireland ? on were you ever in* it tUli of 
late ? You may probably have a good employ- 
ment, and are laving all you can to punch a fe a 
good eftate in England- Rut by talking fo fami- 
liarly of one hundred and ten thoufand pounds by 
a tax upon a few commodities , it is: plain, you are 
either naturally or affeftedly ignorjant of our pre- 
fent condition 9 or elfe you would know and al- 
low, that fuch a fum is not to be rstifed here, 
without a general ^e^cife ; fince, in proportion %o 
our weahh, we pay already in taxes more than 
England ever did in the height of the war. And 
when you have brought over your corn, who will 
be the buyers ? Mod certainly, not the poor, wfeo 
will not be able copurchafe the twentieth part of it. 

Sir, 
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Sir, upon the whole, your paper is :a very 
crude piece, liable to more obje&ions than there 
are lines ^ but, I think your meaning is good, and 
fo far you are pardonable. 

If you will propofe a general contribution for 
fupporting the poor in potatoes and butter- milky till 
the new corn comes in, perhaps you may fucceed 
better ; becaufe the thing at lead is poffible : and, 
I think, if our brethren in England would contri- 
bute upon this emergency, out of the million 
they gain from us every year, they would do ^ 
piece of jujlice as well as charity. In the -mean 
time, go and preach to your own tenants to fall 
to the plough as fail as they can ; and prevail 
with your neighbouring Squires to do the fame 
with theirs ; or elfe die with the guilt of having 
driven away half the inhabitants, and ftarving 
the reft. For as to your fcheme of railing one* 
hundred and ten thmjand pounds > it is as vain as 
that of Rabelais ; which was to fqueeze out 
wind from the pofteriors of a dead afs. 

But, why ^11 this concern for the poor ? Wc 
want them not, as the country is now managed 5 
they may follow thoufands of their leaders, and 
feek their bread abroad. Where the plough has 
no work, one family can do the bufirrefs of fifty, 
and you may fend away the other forty-nine. 
An admirable piece of hufbandry, never 'known 
or pra&ifed by the wifeft nations, who erroneouf- 
ly thought people to be the riches of a country. 

If fo wretched a ftate of things would allow it, 
methinks I could have a malicious pteafufe, after 

411 
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all the warning I have in Vain given the public 
at my own peril for feveral years pall, to fee the 
confequences and events anfwering in every par- 
ticular. I pretend to no fagacity : what I write 
was little more than what I had difcourfed to fe- 
veral perfons, who were generally of my opinion : 
and it was obvious to every common underftand- 
ing, that fuch effefts muft needs follow from 
fuch caufes. A fair iflue of things begun upon 
party rage, while fomefacrificed the public to fury, 
and others to ambition : while a fpirit of fa£Uon 
and oppreffion reigned in every part of the coun- 
try * where gentlemen, inftead of confulting the 
cafe of their tenants, or cultivating their lands, 
were worrying one another upon points of whig 
and tory, of high-church and low-church ; which 
no more concerned them, than the long and fa- 
mous controverfy of Jlrops for razors * .• while 

■agriculture was wholly difcouraged, and confe- 
quently half the farmers and labourers, and 
poorer tradefmen, forced to beggary or banifh- 

. merit : Wifdom crieth in thejlreets ; becaufe I have 
called on you ; I have Jlretched out my handy and no 
man regarded. But ye have fet at nought all my 
counfelS) and would none of my reproof I alfo will 
laugh at your calamity % and mock when your fear 
cometh. 

I have now done with your memorial, and 
freely excufe your miftakes, fince you appear to 
write as a ftranger, and as of a country, which is 

left 

* A piece of leather parted on wood to be ufed with a certain 
powder, for the property and excellence of which feveral compe- 
titors eagerly contended. Hawkef. 
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feft at liberty to enjoy the benefits of nature, and 
to make the beft of thofe advantages which God 
hath given it in foil, climate, and fituation. , 
• But having lately fent out a paper, entitled, a 
Jhort view of the Jlate of Ireland ; and hearing of 
an obje£Hon, that fofne people think I have 
treated the memory of the late Lord Chief Juf- 
tice Whitfhed with an appearance of feverity : 
fince I may not probably have another opportunity 
of explaining myfelf in that particular, I choofe to 
do it here: laying it therefore down for a poftu- 
latum, which I fuppofe will be universally grant- 
ed, that no little creature of fo mean a birth and 
genius had ever the honour to be a greater enemy 
to his country, and to all kinds of yirtue than 
HE, I anfwer thus ; Whether there be two diffe- 
rent goddeffes called Fame, as fome authors con- 
tend, or only one goddefs founding two different 
trumpets, it is certain, that people diftinguiihed 
for their villany y have as good a title to a blaft 
from the proper trumpet , as thofe who are moft 
renowned for their virtues have from the other ; 
and have equal reafon to complain if it be refu- 
fed them. And accordingly the names of the 
moft celebrated profligates have been faithfully 
tranfmitted down to pofterity. And although 
the perfon here under flood, a&ed his part in an 
abfeure corner of the world, yet his talents 
might have {hone with luftre enough in the no- 
bleft fcene. 

As to my naming a perfon dead, the plain ho- 
ned reafon is the beft. He was armed with power 

Vol. IV. M and 
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and will to do mifcbicf, even where he was 
not provoked, as appeared by his profecuting 
two printers, one to death, and both to ruin, who 
had neither offended God, nor the king, nor 
him, nor the public. 

What an encouragement to vice is this ? If an 
ill man be alive, and in power, we dare not at- 
tack him ; and if he be weary of the world, or of 
his own villanies, he has nothing to do but die, 
and then his reputation is fafe. For tbefe excel- 
lent cafuifts know juft Latin enough to have 
heard a moft foolifh precept, that dt mortuis nil 
nifi bmum ; fo that if Socrates, and Anytns his 
accufer # , had happened to die together, the cha- 
rity of furvivors muft either have obliged them 
to hold their peace, or to fix the fame character 
on both. The only crime of charging the dead 
is, when the lead doubt remains whether the ac* 
cnfation be true ; but when men are openly a«- 
bandoned, and loft to all fhame, they have no 
reaJbn to think it hard, if their memory be re- 
proached. Whoever reports, or other wife pub- 
lifheth anything, which it is poffible maybe 
falfe, that man is a flanderer; hie niger eft, hunc 
tu 9 Remane, caveto. Even the leaft mi&eprefen- 
tation, or aggravation of fa&s, deferves the fame 
cenfure in fome degree : but in this cafe lam' 
quite deceived, if my error hath not been on the 
fide of extenuation. 

I hare 

* Anytus, one of the wretches who accufed Socrates of con- 
temning the gods, and endeavouring to fubvert the religion of 
W« country, H*-w\ef. 
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I have now prefent before me the idea of fome 
perfons, (I know not in what part of the world) 
who fpend every moment eff their lives, and eve- 
ry turn of their thoughts while they are awake, 
(and probably of their dreams while they fleep) in 
the mod deteftable a&ions and defigns ; who de- 
light in mi/chief, fcandal, and obloquy, with the 
hatred and contempt of all mankind againft them ; 
but chiefly of thdfe among their own party, and 
their own family \ fuch, whofe odious qualities ri- 
val each Other for perfection ; avarice, brutality, 
faBion, pride, malice, treachery, noife, impudence, 
dulnefs, ignorance, vanity, and revenge, contending 
every moment far fupetidrity in their breafb. 
Such creatures are not to be reformed ; neilfrelr 
fe ?t prudent, or Me, to attempt a reformation. 
Terr, although their memories will rot, there may 
be fome 'benefits for their furvivors, to fmcll it 
While it is rotting. 

1 am, SIR, 

your humble fervant % 
Dublin, Jiarch 

*5* t7**4 A. B. 
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A Vindication of his Excellency Joijn Lord 
Carteret, from the charge of favouring 
none but Tories, High-churchmen, and Jaco- 
bites*. 

Written in the year 1730. 

TN order to treat this important fubjeft with 
-V the greateft fairnefs and impartiality, perhaps 
it may be convenient to give fome account of his 
excellency ; in whofe life and chara&er there are 
certain particulars, which might give a very juft 
fufpicion of fome truth in the accufation he lies 
under.. 

, He is defcended from two noble, antient, and 
mod loyal families, the Carterets and the Gran- 
villes: too much diftinguifhed, I confefs, for 
what they afted, and what they fuffered in de- 
fending the former conftitutiori in church and 
ftate under king gharle« thewiaftyr \ I mean that 
very prince, on account of whofe martyrdom a 
•:..-. : . . form 

* The view of this piece feems to be to recommend modera- 
tion, and'laugh political bigotry out of countenance, - Hawhf. 

In this piece the failings of the noble Lord, arifing from the 
prejudices of great talents and a learned education, are finely 
displayed with infinite wit and humour. However, indeed, 
there is couched here abundance of fatire. Piftorides, that poor, 
angry, buttling mortal, he treats >*ith ail imaginable contempt : 
out in his fatire againft Trauiui he fpares not to draw blood at 
every ftroke ; the former part of which is bitterly farcaftic, and 
the latter as bitterly ironical. His account of jigcfilaus being 
caught by the par/on of the parijh riding on a hobby-hor/e with 
his children, and fome other touches of the like fort, VC truly 
diverting. D. Swifts 
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form of prayer y with fajlingy was enjoined by acl of 
parliament to be t/fed on the Tpth day of January every 
year 9 to imp/ore the mercies of God> that the guilt of 
that /acred and innocent blood might not be vifited on 
us or our pojlerity ; as we may read at large in our 
common-prayer-books \ which day hath been fo- 
lemnly kept, even within the memory of many 
men now alive. 

His excellency the prefent Lord was educated 
in {he univerfity of Oxford ; from whence, with 
a (angularity fcarce to be juftified, he carried a- 
way more Greek, Latin, and philofophy> than pro- 
perly became a perfon of his rank, indeed much 
more of each than moft of thofe, who are forced 
to live by their learning, will be at the unnecef- 
fary pains to load their heads with. 

This was the rock he fplit on upon his firft ap- 
pearance in the world, and having juft got clear 
of his guardians. For as foon as he came to 
town, fome bifhops, and clergymen, and other 
perfons moft eminent for learning and parts, got 
him among them; from whom, although he were 
fortunately dragged by a lady and the court, yet 
he could nerer wipe off the ftain, nor wafh out 
the tin&ure of his univerfity acquirements and 
difpofitions. 

To this another misfortune was added, that it 
pleafed God to endow him with great natural ta- 
lents, memory, judgment, comprehenfron, elo- 
quence, and wit; and, to finifh the work, alt 
thefe were fortified, even in his youth, with the 
advantages received by fuch employments, as 
M 3 ase 
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a re bcft fitted both to exercife and poltth the 
gifts of nature and education, having been aro- 
baflador in feveral courts, when hit age would 
hardly allow him to take a degree ; and made 
principal fecretary of (late at a period, when, ac- 
cording to cuftom, he ought to have been bufied 
in loGng his money at a chocolate-houfe ; or in 
other amufements equally laudable and epidemic 
among perfons of honour. 

I cannot omit another weak fide in his excel- 
lency. For it is known, and can be proved upon 
him, that Greek and Latin books might be 
found every day in his dreffing-room, if k were 
carefully fearched ; aijd there is reafon to fufped, 
that fome of the faid books have been privately 
conveyed to him by tory hands. I am like wife 
allured, that he hath been taken in the very fa& 
of reading the faid books, even in the midft of a 
feffion, to the great neglect of public affairs. 

I own, there may be fome grounds for this 
charge ; becaufe I have it fropi good hands, that 
when his excellency is at dinner with one or two* 
fcholars at his elbows, he grows a mod unfup- 
portable and unintelligible companion to all the 
fine gentlemen round the table. 

I cannot deny, that his excellency lies under an- 
cther very great difadvantage. For with all the 
accomplifliments above mentioned, adding that 
of a moil comely and graceful perfon, and during, 
the prime of youth, fpirits, and vigour, he hath 
in a moft unexemplary manner led a regular do- 
medic life $ difcovers a great efteepi> and friend- 

ftip, 
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ihip, and love for his lady," as well as true affec* 
tion for his children : and when he is difpofed to 
admit an entertaining evening companion, he 
doth not always enough reflect, whether the per- 
fon may poflibly in former days have lain under 
the imputation of a tory ; nor at fuch times do 
the natural or affefted fears of popery and the pre- 
tender make any part of the converfation : I pre- 
fume, becaufe neither Homer, Plato, Ariftotle, 
or Cicero, have made any mention of them. 

Thefe I freely acknowledge to be hist excellen- 
cy's failings : yet, I think it is agreed by philofo- 
phers and divines, that fome allowance ought to 
be given to human infirmity, and to the prejudi- 
ces of a wrong education. 

I am well aware, how much my fentiments dif- 
fer from the orthodox opinions of one or two prin* 
cipal patriots, at the head of whom I name with 
honour Fiftorides. For thefe have decided the 
matter dire£Uy againft me, by declaring, that no 
perfon, who was ever known to lie under the 
fufpicion of one fingle tory principle, or who had 
been once^ feen at a great man's levee in the 
nvorft of times* , fhould be allowed to come within 
the verge of the caftle \ much lefs to bow in the 
anti-chamber, appear at the ajfemblies y ox dance 
at a birth-night. However, I dare affert, that 
this maxim hath been often controlled -, and that, 
on the contrary, a confiderable number of early 
penitents have been received into grace, who are 

now 

* The three laft years of queen Anne, when Lord Oxford 
was minifter, were & catted by the whigs. Hatuktfi 
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now an ornament, happinefs, zxi&fufiport to the na- 
tion. 

Neither do I find any murmuring on fome ci- 
ther points of greater importance, where this fa- 
vourite maxim is not fo ftri&ly obferved. 

To inftance only in one. I have not heard, 
that any care hath hitherto been taken to difcover 
whether madam # Violante be a whig or tory in 
her principles ; or even that fhe hath ever been 
offered the oaths to the government : on the con- 
trary, I am told, that fhe openly profefleth herfelf 
to be a high-jlyer ; and it is not improbable, by 
her outlandifli name, fhe may alfo be a pap'ifl in 
her heart ; yet we fee this illuftrious and dange- 
rous female openly carefled by principal perfons 
of both parties ; who contribute to fupport her in 
a fplendid manner, without the lead apprehen- 
fions from a grand-jury, or even from *fquire 
Hartly Hutchefon himfelf, that zealous profecutor 
of hawkers and libels. And, as Hobbes wifely 
obferves, fo much money being equivalent to f& 
much power, it may deferve confidering, with 
what fafety fuch an inftrument of power ought to 
be trufled in the hands of an alien, who hath not 
given any legal fecurity for her good affe&ion to 
the government. 

I confefs, there is one evil which I could wifh 
our friends would think proper to redrefs. There? 
are many whigs in this kingdom, of the old-fajbion* 
idjtamp, of whom we might make very good ufe^ 
they bear the fame loyalty with us to the Hano- 
verian 
• A famous Italian rope-dancer. Hawkef 
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▼erian family in the perfon of king George II. ; 
the fame abhorrence of the pretender, with the 
confequences of* popery and Jlavery, and the fame 
indulgence to tender confciences : but, having no- 
thing to aflc for themfelves, and, therefore, the 
more leifure to think for the public, they are 
often apt to entertain fears, and melancholy prof- 
peds concerning the ftate of their country, the 
decay of trade, the want of money, the miferable 
condition of the people, with other topics of the 
like nature; all which do equally concern both 
whig and tory ; who, if they have any thing to 
lofe, muft be equally fufferers. Perhaps, one or 
two of thefe melancholy gentlemen will fome- 
tirnes venture to publifh their thoughts' in prints 
now I can by no means approve our ufual cuftom 
of curfing and railing at this fpecies of thinkers, 
under the names of toriis y Jacobites, libellers, rebels^ 
and the like. 

This was the utter ruin of that poor, angryi 
buttling, well-meaning mortal Piftorides; wha 
lies equally under the contempt of both parties 5 
with no other difference, .than a mixture of pity 
on one fide, and of aver/ion on the other. 

How hath he been pelted, peftered and pound* 
ed by one fingle wag, who promifeth never to 
forfake him, living or dead ? 

I was much pleaded with the humour of ayJ/f- 
geon in this town ; who having, in his own appre* 
henfion, received fome great injuftice from the 
Earl of Gal way, and defpairing of revenge as well 
as relief, declared to all his friends, that he had 

fct 
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fet apart one hundred ; guineas, to pur chafe the 
Earl's carcafe from • the fexton, whenever it fhould 
die, to make a fkeleton of the bones, ftuff the hide, 
and (hew them for three pence ; and thus get 
vengeance for the injuries be had fuffered by its 
owner. 

Of the like fpirit too often is that implacable 
race of wits, againft whom there is no defence 
but innocence and philofophy ; neither of which 
is likely to be at hand > and, therefore, the 
wounded have no where to fly for a cure, but to 
downright ftupidity, a crttzed head, or a profli- 
gate contempt of guilt and fhame. 

I am, therefore, forry for that other miferable 
etgature TrauJus : who, although of fomewhat a 
different fpecies, yet feems very far to out-d© e*ea 
$he genius of PiftoriAfcs, in that rtu&arrying ta* 
Jtttt of railing without confifteacy or difcretmi 
againft the mod innocent perfons, according to 
jbhc prefemt fitnaiion of h& gall and fpleeru I do 
«ot tyanie an Amcft gentleman for the bittercft 
*nye&ives againft one, to whom he profefleth the 
^teatcft friendftiip } provided be a£bs in the dark, 
fo as not to be difcovered : but, in the midft of 
farefis 9 vifits, and invitations, to run into the 
ftrects, or to as public a plocey and, without the 
lead pretended incitement, gutter out the bafcft 
and falfeft accufations ; then to wipe his mouth, 
come up fmiling to bis friend, jhake him by the 
band, and tell him in a whifper, it was all for his 
ftrvice : this proceeding I am- bold to think a 
great failure in prudence ; and I am afraid left 

fuch 
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Aicb a pra&itkmer, with a body fo <p*«, fo ^*/, 
and to full ef fores, may fall under the rcfentmcnt 
of an inccnfed political furgeott, who is not in 
much renown for his mercy upon great provoca- 
tion 5 who, without waiting for hid death, wilt 
flay and diffecl him alive ; and, to the view o£ 
mankind, lay open all the difdrdered cells of his 
brain, the venom of his tongue, the corruption 
of his heart, and fpots and flatus's of his fpleen : 
and all this for -three-pence. 

In fuch a cafe, what a fcene would be laid open! 
and, to drop my metaphor, what a charafter of 
our miftaken friend might an angry enemy draw 
and expofc ! particularifing that unnatural con- 
jun&ion of vices and follies, fo inconfiftent with' 
each other in the fame bread : furious and fawn- 
ing, fcurrilous and flattering, cowardly and pro* 
voking, infolent and abje£t ; mod profligately^ 
fidfe, with the ftrongeft profeflions of fincerity ; 
pofitive and variable, tyrannical and flavifrn 

I apprehend, that if all this mould be fet out 
to* the world by an angry whig of the old ftamp* 
the unavoidable confequence mud be, a confine- 
ment of our friend, for fome months more, to his 
garret ; and thereby depriving the public, for fo 
long time, and in fo important ajunclure, of his ufe- 
ful talents in their fervice, while he is fed like a 
wild beaft through a hole 5 but I hope with a fpe- 
cial regard to the quantity and quality of his nou- 
rifhment. 

In vain would his excufers endeavour to palliate 
his enormities, by imputing them to madnefs 5 

becaufe 
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bfccaufe it is well known, that madnefs only ope- 
rates by inflaming and enlarging the good or evil 
difpofitions of the mind. For the curators of 
Bedlam aflure us, that fome lunatics are perfons 
of honour, truth, benevolence, and many other vir- 
tues, which appear in their higheft ravings, al- 
though after a wild incoherent manner ; while 
others, on the contrary, difepver, in every word 
and action, the utmoft bafenefs and depravity of 
human minds ; which infallibly they poffefled in 
the fame degree, although perhaps under a better 
regulation, before their entrance into that academy. 
But it may be objected, that there is an argu- 
ment of much force to excufe the overflowings 
of that zeal, which our friend fhews or means 
for our caufe. And it mult be confefled, that 
the eajy and ftnooth fluency of his elocution, befl ow- 
ed on him by nature, and cultivated by continual 
praElice, added to the comelinefs of his per/on, the 
harmony of his voice, the gracefulnefs of his manner, 
and the decency of his drefs, are temptations too 
ftrong for fuch a genius to refift upon any public 
occafion of making them appear with univerfal 
applaufe. And if good men are fometimes ac- 
cufed of loving their jejl better than their friend ; 
furely, to gain the reputation of the firlt orator 
in the kingdom, no man of fpirit would fcruple 
tp lofe all the friends he had in the world. 
. It is ufual for matters to make their boys de- 
claim on both fides of an argument \ and, as 
fome kinds of affemblies are called the fchools of 
politics, I confefs nothing can better improve po- 
litical 
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litical fchool-boys, than the art of making ptau*" 
fible or implaufible harangues againft the very 
opinion for which they refolve to determine. 

So cardinal Perron, after having fpoke for an 
hour, to the admiration of all his hearers, to ' 
prove the exiflence of God, told fome of his in- 
timates;, that- he Could have fpoken another hour, 
and much better, to prove the contrary. 

I have placed this reafoning in the ftfon^eft 
light that I think it will bear; and have no- 
thing to anfvver, but that, allowing it as much 
weight as the reader fhall pleafe, it hath conftant- 
ly met with ill fuccefs in the mouth of our 
friend; but whether for want of good luck, or 
good management, I fufpend my judgment. 

To return from this long digreffion : If perfons 
in high ftationS have been allowed to choofe wenches 
without regard to difference in religion, yet never 
incurred the leaft refle&ion on their loyalty, or 
their proteftantifm ; fhall the chief governor of a 
great kingdom be cenfured for choofing a cotnpa- 
niotty who may formerly have been fufpefted for 
differing from the orthodox in feme fpeculative 
opinions of perfons and things, which cannot af- 
fect the fundamental principles of a found whig? 

But let mefuppofe a very poffible cafe. Here 
is a perfon fent to govern Ireland, whofe unfor- 
tunate weak Ode it happens to be, for feveral rea- 
fons above mentioned, that he hath encouraged 
one or two gentlemen diftinguiflied for their tafte, 
their wit, and their learning 5 who have taken 
the oaths to his majefty, and pray heartily for 

Vol- IV. N him; 
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him ; yet bccaufe tbey may perhaps be ftigmatiz- 
ed as qucndam tories, by Piftorides and his gang, 
his excellency muft be forced to banifh them, 
under the pain and peril of difpleafing the zealots 
of his Own party ; and thereby be put into a worfe 
condition than every common good fellow, who 
may be a fi ncere protejlant and a loyal fubjecl:, 
and yet rather choofe to drink fine ale at the pope's 
head, than muddy at the king's* 

Let me then return to my fuppofitions. It is 
certain, the high-flown loyalifts, in the pre- 
fent fenfe of the word, have their thoughts, and 
ftudies, and tongues, fo entirely diverted by po- 
litical fchemes, that the zeal of their principles 
hath eaten up their under/landings ; neither have 
they time from their employments, their hopes, 
and their hourly labours for acquiring new ad- 
ditions of merit, to amufe themfelves with philo- 
logical converfe or fpeculations, which are utter- 
ly ruinous to all fchemes of rifing in the worlds 
What then muft a great man do, whofe ill ftars 
have fatally perverted him to a love and tafte, and 
pofleflion of literature, politenefs, and good fenfe? 
our thorough-fped republic of whigs, which con- 
tains the bulk of all bopers % pretender s % expeBers^ 
and profefors, are, beyond all doubt, mod highly 
tifeful to princes, to governors, to great minifters, 
and to their country ; but at the fame time, and 
by neceflary confequence, the mod difegreeable 
companions to all, who Jiave that unfortunate 
turn of mind peculiar to his excellency, and per- 
haps to five or fix more in a nation. 

I do 
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* I do not deny it poflible, that an original or 
profelyte favourite of the times might have 
been born to thofc crfelefs talents, which, in for- 
mer ages, tjttalified a man to be a poet, or a phi- 
lofopher. All I contend for is, that where the 
true genius of party once enters, it Jkveeps the 
hvufe cfean, and leaves room for many other fpirits 
to take joint pofleffion, until the laftjate of that 
man is exceedingly better than the jirjl. 

T allow it a great error in his excellency, that 
he adheres fo obftinately to his old vrfajbionabt* 
acaderhk education ; yet fo perverfe is human 
niature. that the uftial remedies for this, evil is* 
*dier*» hare produced a contrary effieel: in bhnf 
to a degree, that I am credibly informed, he will, 
as I have already hinted, in the middteof a feffion, 
quote paflages out of Plato and Pindar at hit 
own table, to Tome booh>karned companion, with- 
out hlufhing, even when perfbns of great Jtationt 
are by* 

I will vdntrif e one ftep further j which is, free*- 
ly tt» confefs, that this miftaken method of edft- 
catmg youth in the knowledge ot ancient learn- 
ing and language, is too apt to fpoil their politics 
and principles; becaufe the do&rine and example* 
of the books they read, teach them leffons direcl- 
iy contrary, in every pointy to the prejent praclict 
of the world : and accordingly Hobbe* moft ju- 
dicioufly bbferves, thar the writings of the Greek* 
and Romans, made young men imbibe opinions 
againft abfolute power in a prince, or even in a 
N 2 firtt 
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tmnifter; and to embrace notions of liberty and 
property. . 

It hath been therefore a great felicity in thefc 
kingdoms, that the heirs to titles and large eftates 
have a weaknefs in their eyes, a tendernefs in 
their conftitutkms ; are not able to bear the pain 
and indignity of whipping; and, as the mother 
rightly exprefles it, could never take to their books i 
yet are well enough qualified to fign a receipt for 
half a year's rent, to put their names {rightly fpelt) 
to a warrant, and to read pamphlets againft reli- 
gion and high-flying; whereby they fill their 
niches, and carry themfelves through the world 
Tffith that dignity, which beft befcomes a fenator 
and a yjwire. • , 

I coumS*eartily wifh his excellency would be 
more con^efcending to the genius of the kingdom 
he governs ; to the condition of the times, and 
to the nature .of the ftation he fills. Yet if it be 
true, what I have read in old Englifh ftory^books, 
that one Agefikus (no matter to the buJk of my 
readers whether I fpell the name right or wrong) 
was caught by the par/on of the pari/h riding on a 
hobby-borfe with his children ; that Socrates, a 
heathen philofopher, was found dancing by him- 
felf at fouricore.; that a,fcing called Caefar Au* 
guftus (or fome fuch name) ufed to play with 
boys, whereof fofn& might polBbly be fons of 
tories I and that two great men called Scipio and 
Lelius, (I forget their chriflian names, and wher 
ther they were poets or generals) often played at 
duck and drake with fmooth flones on a river. 
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Now, I fay, if thefc facts be true, (and the boot 
where I found them is in print) I cannot ima- 
gine, why our mofl zealous patriots may not a 
little indulge his excellency in an infirmity, 
which is not morally evil 5 provided he gives no 
public fcandal ; which is by all means to be a- 
voided : I fay, why he may not be indulged twice 
a week, to converfe with one or two particular 
perfons ; and let him and them conn over their 
old exploded readings together, after mornings 
fpent in hearing and prefcribing ways and means- 
from and to his mojl obedient politicians for the 
welfare of the kingdom \ although the faid parti- 
cular perfon or perfons may not have made fo 
public a declaration of their political faith, in all 
its parts, as the bufinefs of the nation requires: - 
ftill fubmitting my opinion to that happy majority , 
which I am confident is always in the right; by 
whom the liberty of the fubjeel: hath been fo fre- 
quently, fo ftrenuoufly, and fo fuccefsfully audit- 
ed ; who, by their wife counfels, have made com- 
merce to flourifh, money to abound, inhabitants to 
encreafe, the value of lands and rents to rife; and 
the whole ifland put on a new face of plenty and 
profperity. 

But, in order to clear his excellency more^fully 
from this accufation of fhewing his favours to 
high-flyers ', tories znd Jacobites, it will be neceffary 
to come to particulars. 

The firft perfon of a tory denomination, to» 

whom his excellency gave any marks of his fa- 

w>ur,. was doctor Thomas Sheridan. It is. to be: 

N i ohfer.ved,, 
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obferved, that this happened fo early in his excel- 
lency's government, as it may be juftly fuppofed 
he had not been informed of that gentleman's 
chara&er upon fo dangerous an article. The doc- 
tor being well known, and difiinguifhed for his 
(kill* and fuccefs in the education of youth, be- 
yond mod of his profemon for many years paft, 
was recommended to his excellency on the fcore 
of his learning, and particularly, for his know- 
ledge in the Greek tongue ; whereof, it feems>. 
his excellency is a great admirer, although for 
what reafons, I could never imagine. However, 
it is agreed on all hands, that his lordftiip was 
too eafiiy prevailed on by the do&or's requeft,. 
or, indeed, rather from the bias of hi* own na- 
ture, to hear a tragedy a&ed in that unknown 
language by the doctor's lads, which was writ- 
ten by fome heathen author ; but, whether it 
contained any tory or high-church principles, rmifr: 
be left to the conferences of the boys y and the 
doclor, and his excellency ; the only witnefics, in 
this cafe, whofe teftimonies can be depended upon. 
It feems, his excellency (a thing never to be 
fufficiently wondered at) was fo pleaded with hi& 
entertainment, that, fome time after, he gave the 
do&or a church-living, to the value of almoftV 
one hundred pounds a year, and made him one 
of his chaplains ; from an antiquated notion, that 
good fchool matters ought to be encouraged in e- 
very nation profefling civility and religion. Yet, 
his excellency did not venture to make this bold 
ftep without ftrong recommendations from per- 

fon* 
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fons of undoubted principles fitted to the times ; 
who thought themfelves bound, in juftice, ho- 
nour, and gratitude, to do the doctor a good of- 
fice, in return for the care he had taken of their 
children, or of thofe of their friends. Yet the 
eataftrophe was terrible ; for the doftor, in the: 
height of his felicity and gratitude, going down 
to take pofTeffion of his parifh, and furnifhed witlv 
a few led fermons, whereof, as it is to be fuppof* 
cd, the number was very fmall, having never 
ferved a cure in the church ; he flopped at Corke 
to attend on his bifhopv and, going to church on 
the Sunday following, was, according to the ufual 
civility of country clergymen, invited by the mi* 
nifter of the parifh to fupply the pulpit. It hap- 
pened to be the firft of Auguft ; and the firft of 
Auguft happened, that year, to light upon a Sun* 
day : and it happened, that the doctor's text was 
in thefe words ; Sufficient unto the day is the evit 
thereof*: and laftly, it happened, that fome one 
perforr of the congregation, whofe loyaky made 
him watchful, upon every appearance of danger 
to his majeifty's perfon and government, when 
fervice was over, gave the alarm. Notice was 
immediately fent up to town ; and, by the zeal 
ef one man, of no large dlmenftons of body or mind, 
fuch a clamour was raifed, that we in Dublin 
could apprehend no lefs than an invafion by the 
pretender, who muft be landed in the fouw. The 
refult was, that the doftor muft be (truck out of 

the 

• The firft of Auguft is the anniverfaiy of the Hanoverian 
fiunily's acccJEon to the crown of Great Britain., thrwkef.. 
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the chaplains lift, and appear no more at the 
caftle j yet, whether he were then, or be at this 
day, zivhig or a tory, I think is a fecret ; only it 
is mariifeft, that he is a zealous Hanoverian^ at 
lead in poetry, and a great admirer of the pre- 
fent royal family, through all its branches. His 
friends likewife aflert, that he had preached this 
ferruon often under the fame text ; that, not hav- 
ing obferved the words till he was in the pulpit, 
and had opened his notes, as he is a perfon a lit- 
tle abflra&ed, he wanted prefence of mind to 
change them : and that, in the whole fermon r 
there was not a fy liable relating to government- 
or party, or to the fubjetl of the day. 

In this incident, there feems to have been an 
union of events, that will probably never happen 
again to the end of the world ; or is, at leaft, like 
the grand conjunction in the heavens ; which, I 
think, they fay can arrive but once in twenty 
thoufand years. 

. The fecond gentleman (if I am right in my 
chronology) who, under the fufpicion of a tory t 
received fome favour from his excellency, is Mr. 
James Stopford 5 very ftrongly recommended by 
the moil eminent whig in. England, on the ac- 
count of his learning, and virtue, and other, ac- 
complifhihents. He had palled the greateft part 
of his youth in clofe ftudy, or in travelling ; and 
was either not at home, or not at leifure to 
trouble his thoughts about party ; which I allow 
to be a great omiflion, although I cannot honeftly 
place him in the lift of tories ; and therefore,. 

think: 
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think his* excellency may be fairly acquitted for 
making him vicar of Finglas, worth about one 
hundred pounds a year. 

The third is doctor Patrick Delany. This di- 
vine lies under fome difadvantage 5 having, in 
his youth, received many civilities from a certain 
perfon # , then in a very high ftation here ; for 
which reafon, I doubt the doftor never drank his 
confufion fince ; and, what' makes the matter 
defperate, it is now too late; unlefs our inquifttors 
will be content with drinking confufion to his me- 
mory. The aforefaid eminent perfon, who was a 
judge of all merit, except that of party, diftin- 
guifhed the do&or among other juniors in our 
univerfity, for his learning, virtue, difcretion, and 
good fenfe. But the do&or was then in too good 
a fituation at his college, to hope or endeavour at 
a better eftabliftiment from one, who had no 
power to give it him. 

Upon the prefent Lord Lieutenant's coming o- 
vcr, the do&or was named to his excellency by a 
friend j-, amongother clergy of diftin&ion, as per- 
fons whofe characters it was proper his excellen- 
cy fhould know; and by the truth of which, the 
giver would be content to ftand or fall in his ex* 
cellency's opinion ; fince not one of thofe perfons 
were in particular friendfhip with the gentleman 
who gave in their names. By this, and fome o- 
thcr incidents, particularly the recommendation 

of 

* Sir Conftantine Phipps, Lord Chancellor of Ireland* when 
Queen Anne died. 
. f The author. 
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of the late archbifhop of Dublin, the do&or be- 
came known to his excellency, whofe fatal turn 
of mind towards heathenifh and outlandijh books 
and languages, finding, as I conceive, a like dif- 
pofition in the do&or, was the caufe of his be- 
coming fo domeftic, as we are told he is, at the 
caftle of Dublin. 

Three or four years ago, the do&or, grown 
weary of an academic life, for fome reafons beft. 
known to the managers of the difcipline in that 
learned fociety, (which it may not be for their 
honour to mention) refolved to leave it •, although, 
by the benefit of the pupils, and his fenior fellow- 
fliip, with all its pcrquifites, he received every 
year between nine hundred and a thoufand 
pounds* And a fmall northern living, in the u+ 
niverfity's donation, of fomewhat better than 
one hundred pounds a year, falling at the fame 
time with the chancellorfhip of Chrifl>church, to 
about equal the value, in the gift of his excel- 
lency; thedo&or ventured, into the world in m 
very fcanty condition \ having Squandered awa) 
all his annual income in a manner, which, al* 
though perhaps proper enough for a clergyman 
without a family, will not be for the advantage 
of his character to difcover either oh the exchaiige, 
or at a banker's (hop # . 

About two months ago, his excellency gave 
the doftor a prebend in St. Patrick's cathedral \ 
which being of near the fame value with either of 
the two former, will add a third part to his re- 
venues, after he fhall have paid the great incum- 
brancer 
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brances upon it 5 fo that he may now be faid to 
poflefs of church-preferments, in fcattered tithes, 
three hundred pounds a year - 9 inftead of the like 
fum of infallible rents from a fenior fellowfhip, 
with the offices annexed ; befide the advantage of 
a free lodging, a great number of pupils r and 
fome other eafements. 

But, fince the doctor hath not, in any of his 
writings, his Term ons, his actions, his difcourfe, 
or his company, difcovered one fingle principle of 
either ivbig or tory j and that the Lord Lieute- 
nant flail continues to admit him ; I fhall boldly 
pronounce him ONE OF US : but, like a new 
free-mafiiTt % who hath not yet learned all the dia- 
lect of the myftery. Neither can he juftly be ac- 
cufed of any tory doctrines ; except perhaps fome 
among thofe few, with which that wicked party 
was charged during the height of their power, 
but have been fmce transferred, for the moH/oJid 
reaftmsy to the whole body of our firmeft friends* 

I have now done with the clergy : and, upon 
the ftricteft examination, have not been able to 
find above one of that order, againfl: whom any 
party fufpicion can Iy \ I mean the unfortunate 
gentleman doctor Sheridan, who, by mere chance- 
medley, fhot his own fortune dead with a fingle 
text. 

As to the laity, I can hear of but one perfon of 
the tory ftamp, who, fince the beginning of his 
excellency's government, did ever receive any fo- 
lid mark of his favour 5 I mean Sir Arthur A- 
chefon, reported to be an acknowledged tory; and, 

what 
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of the late archbifhop of Dublin, the do&or be- 
came known to his excellency, whofe fatal turn 
of mind towards heathenifh and outlandijh books 
and languages, finding, as I conceive, a like dif- 
po fit ion in the do&or, was the caufe of his bo- 
coming fo domeftic, as we are told he is, at tbe 
caftle of Dublin. 

Three or four years ago, the db&or, grown 
weary of an academic life, for fome reafons beft. 
known to the managers of the difcipline in that 

n L an XLu "•.. '"'Wh it may not be for their 
atter which, it may oe rcc***« l~ ... ►., _^_ 

thur will be annually a clear gainer by the pu 

bliq ; notwithstanding his unfortunate principles, 

and his knowledge in Greek and Latin. 

For repairs, ferV. 500 1. the intereft") 

whereof per annum - _ £ 3° ° ° 
For all manner of poultry to furniihl 

the troopers, bitf which the faid ' 

troopers muft be at the labour of f . ^ ° # 

catching, valued, per annum J 

For draggling (heep - -800 

For game deftroyed five miles round -600 



49 



Rent paid to Sir Arthur - 60 o o 



Dedudt - - 49 



o o 



Remains clear - - 1 1 o o 

Thus, 

, * Sec a poem upon this incident, entitled, Tbe grand queflio* 
Mated, &c. Vol. IX. 
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brances upon it ; fo that he may now be faid to 
poffefs of church-preferments, in fcattered tithes, 
three hundred pounds a year j inftead of the like 
fum of infallible rents from a fenior fellowship, 
with the offices annexed ; befide the advantage of 
a free lodging, a great number of pupits r and 
fome other eafements. 

But, fince the do&or hath not, in any of his 
writings, his Term ons, his aclions, his difcourfe, 
or his company, difcovered one fingle principle of 
cither whig or tory; and that the Lord t JU5y*ftic 
"^.^ffiS^^Rrang'tfie farmers * there, of leav- 
ing their country. But I am not fo fkilful in a- 
rithmetic, as to compute the value. 

I have reckoned one per cent, below the legal 
intereft for the money that Sir Arthur, muft ex- 
pend ; and valued the damage in the other ar- 
ticles very moderately. However, I am confi- 
dent he may, with good management, be zfaver 
at leaft ; which is a prodigious injlance of modera- 
tion in our friends towards a profefled tory; what- 
ever merit he may pretend, by the unwillingnefs 
he hath ftiewn to make his excellency uneafy hi 
his adminiftration. 

Thus I have, with *he utmoft impartiality, 
collected every fingle favour (further than f>er- 
fonal civilities) conferred by his excellency on 
tories, and reputed tories, fince his firft, arrival 
hither to this 30th day of April, in the year of 
our Lord 1730, giving all allowance poffible to 
the arguments on the other fide of the queftipn j 
and the accompt will (land thus : 
Vol. IV- O Difpofed 
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Difpofed of preferments and employments to 
tones, or reputed tories, by his excellency Joha 
Lord Carteret, Lord Lieutenant pf Ireland, in 
about the fpace of fix years : 



To doctor Thomas Sheridan, in a 

re&ory near Kinfale, per ann. 
To Sir Arthur Achefon, Baronet, 



a barrack, per ann. 



} 



ioo o o 

110 
III o o 



Give me leave now to compute in grofs the 
value of the favours done by his excellency to the 
true friends of their king and country, and of -the 
froteftatd religion. 

It isr to be remembered, that, although bis 
excellency cannot be properly faid to beftow 
-bishopries, commands in the army, the place of a 
judge, or commhTioner in the revenue, and 
fome others j yet they are for the moft part dif- 
*pofed upon his recommendation, except where 
the perfons are immediately fent from England 
by their interell at court * for which I have al- 
lowed great defalcations in the following ac- 
counts. And it is remarkable, that the W^con- 
fiderable ftation conferred on a Ury fince his pre- 
fent excellency's govern ment,was of tki&IatUr kifxIU 

And indeed it is but too notorious, that in a 
neighbouring nation (where this dangerous deno- 
mination of men is incomparably wore nume- 
' reus, 
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rous, more powerful, and of confequence more 
formidable) real tories can often, with much lefs 
difficulty, obtain very high favours from the go- 
vernment, than their reputed brethren can arrive 
to the loweft in ours. I obferve this with all 
poffible fubmiffion to the wifdom of their policy ; 
which however will not, I believe, difpute the 
praffe of vigilance with ours. 

WHIG account. 
To perfons promoted to bifhoprics, ^ 

or removed to more beneficial^ 10,050 o o 

ones, computed per atin. J 

To civil employments - - - * 9030 o o 
To military commands - - 8436 o o 



TORY account. 
Ta tories - 

Balance - 



I (hall conclude with this obfervation, that as 
I think the tories have fufHcient reafon to be 
fully fatisfied with the fliare of trujl, power, and 
employments, which they poflefs under the lenity of 
the prefent government \ fo, I do not find how 
his excellency can be juftly cenfured for favour- 
ing none but high-church, high-flyers, termagants, 
Laudifts, Sacheverelians, tip-top~gallant-men, jaco- 
tites } tantivy s, anti-hanoverians, friends to popery 
O 2 and 



27,516 
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and the pretender and to arbitrary power , difob tigers 
*f Engird, breakers ^DEPENDENCY, inflam- 
ers of quarrels between the two nations, public in- 
cendiaries, enemies to the king and kingdoms, haters 
. of TRUE proteftants, laurel men, Anmfts, com* 
plaintrs of the nation's poverty, Ormondians, icono- 
clafls, anti-glorious-tnemorifts, anti-revolutioners, 
nvhite-rofalifis, tenth»a-junians, and the like; when* 
by a fair (late of the account, the balance, I cou- 
cenre, feems to He on the other fide. 



CONSI* 
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Considerations upon two Bills fent down? 
from the right honourable the houfeof Lords 
to ±he honourable the houfe of Commons in 
Ireland, relating to the Clergy *. 

Written in the year 1 731.. ' 

T HAVE often, for above a month paft, deGred* 
A fome few clergymen, who are pleafed to vifit 
me, that they would procure an extract of two- 
bills brought into the council by fome of the 
bifhops, and both of them fince pafled in the 
houfe of lords : but I couki never obtain what X 
defired, whether by the forgetfulnefs or neglir 
gence of thofe whom I employed, or the difficulty 
ef the thing itfelf. Therefore, if I fliall happen, 
to rniftake in any fact of confequenee, I defire 
my remarks upon it may pafs for nothing ; for 
my information is no better, than what I receiv- 
ed in words from feveral divines,, who feemed ta 
agree with each other. I have not the honour to< 
O 3 be 

• In the year 1731, a bill was brought into the houfe of 
Urds, by a great majority of the right reverend the bilhops, for; 
enabling them to divide the livings of the inferior clergy; which 
hill was approved of in the privy council of Ireland, and pafled. 
by the lords in parliament. It was afterwards fent- to the 
houfe of commons for their approbation ;* but was rejected by 
them with a great majority. The author of the following conf- 
ederations, who hath always been the beft. friend, to the inferior 
clergy of the church of England, as may be feen by many parts, 
of his writings, oppofed this pernicious project with great fuc- 
afs; which, if it had pafled into a law,, would hafoe, been^oX thai 
wft convenience, to this nation.. 
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be acquainted with any one fingle prelate of the 
kingdom ; and am a (hanger to their chara3ers 9 
further than as common fame reports them, 
which is not to be depended on : therefore I can- 
not be fuppofed to act upon a principle of refent- 
ment. I efteem their functions (if I may be al- 
lowed to fay fo without offence) as truly apoftoli- 
caf, and abfolutely ncceflary to the perfection of 
a chriftian church. 

There are no qualities more incident to the 
frailty and corruptions of human kind, than an 
indifference or infenfibility for other mens fufFer* 
ings, and a fudden forget fu J nefs of their own far- 
mer humble flate, when they rife in the world. 
Thefe two difpofitions have not, I think, any. 
where fo ftrongly exerted themfelves, as in the 
order of bifhop3 with regard to the inferior cler- 
gy ; for which I can find no reafons, but fuch as 
flaturally ihould feem to operate a quite contrary 
way. * The maintenance of the clergy through* 
out the kingdom is precarious and uncertain, col- 
lected from a moft miferable race of beggarly 
farmers ; at whofe mere/ every minifter lies to be 
defrauded. His office as re&or or vicar , if it be 
duly executed, is very laborious. As foon as foe 
is promoted to a biJIjopric y the fcene is entirely 
and happily changed ; his revenues are large, and 
as furely paid as thofe of the king ; his whole bu- 
finefs is once a-year to receive the attendance, 
the fubmiflion, and the proxy-money of all his 
clergy, in whatever part of the diocefe he (halt 
pleafe to think moft convenient ior himfelf. 

Neither 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



two BlJUliS* : ' i«3 

Neither is his perfonal prefence neceflary ; for the 
bufinefs may be done by a vicar genera/. The 
fatigue of ordination is jaft what the bifhopt 
pleafe to make it ; and as matters have been for 
feme time, and may probably remain, the fewer 
ordinations the better. The reft of their vifible<s 
office con lifts in the honour of attending parlia- 
ments and councils, and beft owing preferments 
in their own gift ; in which laft employment, and 
in their fpiritual and temporal courts, the labour 
falls to their vicars -general, fecretaries, protJorSy 
apparitors, fenefchals, and the like. Now, I fey, 
in fo quick a change, whereby their brethren in a 
few days are become their fubje&s, it would be 
reafonable at lead to hope that the labour, con- 
finement, and fubjection, from which they have 
fo lately efcaped, like a bird out of the fnare of th§ 
fowler, might a little incline them to remember 
the condition of thofe who* were but laft week 
their equals, probably their companions or their 
friends, and poffibly as reafonable expe&antw 
There is a known ftbry of colonel Tidcomb, who, 
while he continued a fubakern officer, was every 
day complaining againft the pride, oppreflkm, 
and hard treatment of colonels towards their offi- 
cers ; yet irt a very few minutes after he had re- 
ceived his commiflion for a regiment, walking 
with a friend on the Mall, he confefled that the 
fpirit of colonclftiip was coming faft upon him, 
which fpirit is faid to have daily increafed to the 
hour of his death. 

It is true, the clergy of this kingdom, w?ho» 

are 
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arc promoted Xobijboprics, have always fome great 
advantages; either that of rich deaneries, opulent 
and multiplied .reftories and dignities, ftrong al- 
liances by birth or marriage, fortified by a fu- 
perlative degreeof zeal and loyaky : but however, 

* they were all at firft no more than young begin- 
ners; and before their great promotion, were 
known by their plain cbrtftian names among their 
old companions, the middling rate of clergymen ; 
nor could therefore be ftrangers to their condition,, 
or with any good grace forget it fo foon, as it 
hath too often happened. 

I confefs, I do not remember to have obferved 
any body of men a&ing with fo little concert, as 
our clergy have done in a point, where their ©pi- 

' nions appeared to be unanimous : a point where- 
in their whole temporal fupport was concerned,, 
as well as their power of Serving God and bis, 
church in their fpiritual functions. This* hath 
beerr imputed to their fear of difobliging,. or hopes 
of further favours upon compliance ; becaufe it 
was obferved, that fome who appeared at firft 
with the grcateft zeal, thought fit fuddenly to ab- 
fent themfelves from the ufual meetings : yet we 
know, what expert folicttors the quakers, the diffen* 
tersy and even the papijls have fometimes found 
to drive a point of advantage, or prevent an im-> 
pending evil. 

I have not feen any extract from the two bills 
introduced by the bifhops into the privy council ; 
where the clergy, upon fome failure in favour* 
er through the: tuttOrouihefs Of rnafcy ampng their 

brethren* 
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brethren, were refufed to be heard by the coun- 
cil. It feems, thefe bills were both returned, 
agreed to by the king and council in England, 
and the houfe of lords hath with great expedition 
pafled them both ; and it is faid, they are im- 
mediately to befent down to the commons for their 
confent. 

The particulars, as they have been imperfeft- 
ly reported to me, are as follow : 

By one of the bills, the bifhops h^ve power to 
oblige the country clergy to build a manfion-houfe 
upon whatever part of their glebes their lordfhips 
(hall command \ and if the living be above 50 1. a 
year, the miniiler is bbund to build, after three 
years, a houfe that {hall coil one year and a halfs 
rent of his income. For iriftance, if a clergyman 
with a wife and feven children gets a living of 
55 1. per annum, he mult after three years build 
a houfe that fhall Gbift 77J. 10s. and muftfupu 
port his family, during the time the bifhop fhall 
appoint for the building of it, with the remain- 
der. But if the living be under 50 I. a year, the 
minifter fhall, be allowed tool, out ofthcfirft 
fruits. 

But there is faid to be one circumftancc a little 
extraordinary; that if there be a fingle fpot ia 
the glehe more barren, more marfhy, more ex- 
pofed to the winds, more diftant front the church* 
or (keleton of a church, or from any conveniency 
of building ; the re&or or vicar may be obliged, 
by the caprice, or pique of the bifhop, to build > 
under pain of fequeftrauion (an. office, which 

ever- 
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•ever falls , into the mod knavifh hands) upon 
whatever part his lord/hip (hall command; ak 
though the farmers have not paid one quarter of 
his dues. 

1 believe, under the prefent diftrefles of the 
kingdom (which inevitably without a miracle 
muft increafe for ever) there are not ten country 
clergymen in Ireland, reputed to pofiefe »pari(h 
of 100I. per annum!> who for feme years pad 
have actually received 60 1., and that with the ut- 
moft difficulty and vexation. I am therefore at 
a lofsy wifcat kind of valuators* the btfbop* will 
make itfcrof; and whether inVftarfrin^iraftir fhall 
he forced nv build his boufe with the money he 
never received. ■ .. :' >! f $• 

The other bill, which pafledm two day© after 
the former, is faid to concern the: ctivkfion of 
parifhes into, as many parcels as the £/#*>/> fhall 
think fit^ only leaving 300!. a year to the atothmr 
church which 300 L by: another o&pafied feme 
years ago^ they can dividelikewhe, and crumble 
allow* a^ttoeH-wilfcan^ them. 

So- that, iaftead of: fix iondbred clergymen, 
which, I think, is the ufual computation, we 
may have in a imall cempafa c^yxactsaimofl: as 
many: thoufands ta live with deqeircy and con>» 
fotv, provide for their children, be charitable to 
the poor, and maintain hofpitality* 1 

But it is very reasonable to hope, and heartily 
to be wifned by all thofe, who have the lead: re- 
gard to onr holy religion as hitherto eftablifhed, 
or to a. learned, pious*, diligerit convertible cler- 

gyman % 
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lymon, or e*en to comroW humanity; that the 
hmourabU <hovfe of commons will , in their great wif- 
dom, juftice and tendernefs to innocent men, 
confider thefe bills in another light. It is faid, 
they well know this kingdom not to be fo over- 
ftocked with neighbouring gentry, but a, difcreet 
learned dergytnan, with a competency fit for one 
of his education, m*y be an entertaining, a ufe- 
fal, and fometirtie* a neceflary companion : That, 
although fuch a clergyman may not be able con- 
ftantly to find beef and mine for his own family, 
yet he may be allowed fometimes to afford both 
to a neighbour without diftreffing himfelf \ and 
the rather, became he may expect at lead as 
good a return. It will probably be confidered, 
that in many defolate part6, there may not be 
always a fufficicnt number of perfons considerable 
enough to be trtffted with commijjions of the peace ', 
which feveral of the clergy now fupply'much bet* 
ter, than a little, hedge, 'contemptible, illiterate 
war from twenty to fifty pounds a year, the fort 
of* weaver, pedlar, taylor, 01 miller, can be pre^ 
filmed to do. 

The landlords and farmers by this fcheme can 
find no profit, but will certainly be lofers. For 
mftance, if the large northern livings be fplit into a 
dozen parishes or m6re, it will be very neceflary 
for the little threadbare gownman, with his wife, 
his pro&or, and every child who can crawl, to 
watch the fields at harveft time for fear of lofing 
a fingle flteaf, which he could not afford under 
peril of a day's flatting : for, according to the 

Scotch 
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Scotch proverb* a hungry kufe Htesfore. This 
would of neceffity breed an infinite number of 
wrangles and litigious fuits in the fpiritual courts; 
and put the wretched paftor at perpetual variance 
with his whole parifli. But, as they have hither- 
to flood, a clergyman eftabliihed in a competent 
living, is not under the neceffity of being fo (harp, 
vigilant, and exa&ing* On the contrary, it is 
well known and allowed, that the clergy round 
the kingdom think themfelves well treated, if 
they lofe only one fingle third of their legal de- 
mands. 

The honourable houfe may perhaps be inclined 
to conceive, that my lords the bifbops enjoy as 
ample a power both fpiritual and temporal, as 
will fully fuffice to anfwer every branch of their 
office: that they want no laws to regulate the 
conduct of thofe clergymen, over whom they 
prefide: that, if non-refidence be a grievance, 
it is the patron's fault, who makes not a better 
choice, or caufed the plurality : that, if the 
general, impartial charafter of perfons chofen into 
the church had been more regarded, and the 
motive of party, alliance, kindred, flatterers, ill 

judgement, or per/anal favour regarded lefs, there 
would be fewer complaints of non-refidence, 
want of care, blameable behaviour, or any other 
part of mifconduft ; not to mention ignorance and 

Jlupidity, 

I could name certain gentlemen of the -gown, 
whofe awkward, -fpruce, prim, fneering, and 
fmirking countenances, the very tone of their 

voices, 
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voices* and ungainly flrut in their walk, with* 
out one (ingle talent for any one office, have con* 
trived to get good preferment by the mere force 
of flattery and cringing: for which two virtues 
(the only two virtues they pretend to) they were, 
however, utterly unqualified; and whom, if I 
were in power, although they were my nephews % 
or had married my nieces, I could never, in point 
of good conscience or honour, have recommended 
to a curacy in Connaught. 

The honourable houfe of commons may likewife 
perhaps confider, that the gentry of this kingdom 
differ from all others upon earth, being lefs ca- 
pable of employments in their own country, than 
any others who come from abroad 5 and, that 
moil of them have little expe&ation of providing 
for their younger children otherwife than by the 
church, in which there might be fome hopes of 
getting a tolerable maintenance. For after the 
patrons fhould have fettled their fons, their ne* 
phews, their nieces, their dependents, and their^A 
lowers invited over from'the other fide, there 
would ftill remain an overplus of (mailer church 
preferments to be given to fuch clergy of the na- 
tion, who (hall have their quantum of whatever 
merit may be then in fafhion. But by thefe bills, 
they will be all as abfolutely excluded, as ii they 
had pafled under the denomination of tories; un* 
left they can be contented at the utmoft with 50 1. 
a year; which by the difficulties of collecting 
tythes in Ireland, and the daily increafing miferies 
of the people, will hardly rife to half that fum. 

Vol. IV. P It 
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It is obferved, that the divines fent over hither 
to govern this church, have not feemed to confider 
the difference between both kingdoms with re- 
fpe£t to the inferiolr clergy. As to themfelves in- 
deed, they find a large revenue in lands let at 
one quarter value, which confequently niuft be 
paid while there is a penny left among us ; and 
the public diftrefs fo little affe&s their interefts, 
that their fines are now higher than ever : they 
content themfelves to fuppofe, that whatever a 
parifh is faid to be worth, comes all into the/ar- 
fon's pocket. 

The poverty of great numbers among the cler- 
gy of England, hath been the continual complaint 
of all men who wifti well to the church, and 
many fchemes have been thought on to redrefs it; 
yet an Englifh vicar of 40 1. a year, lives much 
more comfortably than one of double the value 
in Ireland. His farmers, generally fpeaking, are 
able and willing to pay him his full dues : he hath 
a decent church of antient ftanding, filled every 
Lord's day with a large congregation of plain 
people, well clad, and behaving themfelves as if 
they believed in God and Christ, He hath a 
houfe and barn in repair, a field or two to graze 
his cows, with a garden and orchard. No gueft 
expects more from him than a pot of ale : he 
lives like an honeft plain farmer, as his wife is 
drefled but little better than goody. He is fome- 
times gracioufly invited by the 'fquire, where he 
fits at an humble diftance : if he gets the love of 
his people, they often make Jiim little ufeful v 
'" ' prefents : 
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prefents : he is happy by being born to no higher 
expectation ; for he is ufually the fon of feme 
ordinary tradefman, or middling farmer. His 
learning is much of a fize with his birth and edu- 
cation 5 no more of either, than what a poor 
hungry fervitor can be expected to bring with him 
from his college. It .would be tedious to fhew the 
reverfe of all this in our diftant poorer parifhes 
through moft parts of Ireland, wherein every 
reader may make the comparifon. 

Laflly, the honourable houfe of commons may 
confider, whether the fcheme of multiplying beg- 
garly clergymen through the whole kingdom, who 
muft all have votes for chopfing parliament men 
(provided they can prove their freeholds to be 
worth 40 s. per annum, ultra reprifas) may not, by 
their numbers, have great influence upon eleclions\ 
being entirely under the dependence of their bi- 
Jbops. For by a moderate computation, after all 
the divrfions and fubdivifions of parifhes, that 
my lords the bifoops have power to make by their 
new laws, there will, as foon as the prefent fet 
of clergy goes off, be raifed an army of eccleftafti- 
cal militants > able enough for any kind of fervice, 
except that of the altar. * 

I am indeed in fome concern about a fund for 
building a thoufand or two churches, wherein 
thefe probationers may read their wall leclures ; 
and begin to doubt they mult be contented with 
barns ; which barns will be one great advancing 
ftep towards an accommodation with our truepro* 
t eft ant brethren , the dijferiters* 

P* The 
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The fchemc of encouraging clergymen to build 
houfes, by dividing a living of 500 1. a year into 
ten parts, is a contrivance, the meaning thereof 
hath gdt on the wrong fide of my comprehenfion ; 
unlefs it may be argued, that bijbops build no 
houfes, becaufe they are fo rich ; and therefore 
the inferior clergy will certainly build, if yon re- 
duce them to beggary. But I knew a very rich 
man of quality in England, who could never be 
perfuaded to keep zfervant out of livery ; becaufe 
fuch fervants would be expenfive, and apt in time 
to look like gentlemen ; whereas the others were 
ready to fubmit to the bafeft offices, and at a cheap- 
er pennyworth might increafe his retinue. 

I hear, it is the opinion of many, wife. men, 
that before thefe bills pafs both houfes, they fhould 
be fent back to England with the following 
claufes inferted. 

Firft, that whereas there may be about a dozen 
double bi/bopricks in Ireland, thofe bijbopriclf 
fhould be fplit and given to different perfons; 
and thofe of a fingle denomination be alfo divided 
into two, three, or four parts, as occafion fhall 
require; otherwife there may be a que ft ion dart- 
ed, whether twenty two prelates can effe&ually 
extend their paternal care, and unlimited power, 
for the protection and correction of fo great a 
number of fpiritual fubjetls. But this propofal 
will meet with fuch furious objections, that I 
(hall not infift upon it ; for I well remember to 
h,ave read, what a terrible fright the^r^x were in, 
upon a report that the fun was going to marry. 

Another 
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Another claufe mould be, that none of thefe 
twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty pounders may befuf- 
fered to marry under the penalty of immediate de- 
privation ; their marriages declared null, and their 
children baftards : for fome dcfpondihg people take 
the kingdom to be in no condition of encouraging 
fo numerous a breed of beggars. 

A third claufe will be necefTary, that thefe hum- 
ble gentry fliould be abfolutcly difqualified from 
giving votes in elections {ox parliament men. 

Others add a fourth ; which is a claufe of in- 
dulgence, that thefe reduced divines may be per- 
mitted to follow any lawful ways of living, which 
will not call them too often or too far from their 
fpiritual offices : (for, unlefs I mifapprehend, 
they are fuppofed to have epif copal ordination.) 
For example ; they may be lappers of linen, bai- 
liffs of the manor : they may let blood, or apply 
plafters for three miles round : they may get a 
difpenfatiori to hold the clerk/hip and fextonjhip of 
their own parifh in commendam. Their wives and 
daughters may make fhirts for the neighbourhood; 
or, if a barrack be near, for the/oldiers : in linen 
countries they may card and fpin y and keep a few- 
looms in. the houfe : they may let lodgings, and 
fell a pot of ale without doors, but not at home, 
unlefs to fober company, and at regular hours. 
It is by fome thought a little hard, that in an affair 
of the laft confequence to the very being of the 
clergy in the points of liberty and property, as well 
as in their abilities to perform their duty, this 
whole reverend body, who are the eftablifhecl in- 
P 3 ftru&ors 
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ftru&ors of the nation in chriftianity and moral 
virtues, and arc the only perfons concerned* 
mould be the fole perfons not confulted. Let any 
fcholar fhew the lfke precedent in Chriftendom 
for twelve hundred years part. An zQt of parlia- 
ment for fettling or felling an eftate in a private 
family is never pafied, until all parties give con- 
fentr But in the prefent cafe, the whole body of 
the cl'Kgy is, as themfclves apprehend, deter rai- 
ned to utter ruin, without once expe&ing or afking 
their opinion ; and this by a fcheme contrived 
only by one part of the convocation , while the other 
part, which hath been chofen in the ufual forms, 
wants only the regal permiffion to afiemble, and 
confult about the affairs of the church, as their 
predeceflbrs have always done in former ages : 
where it is prefumed, the lower houfe hath a power 
of proposing canons and a negative voice, as well 
as the upper. And God forbid (fay thefe objec- 
tors) that there fhould be a real feparate intereft 
between the biftiops and clergy, any rnore than 
there is between a man and his wife, a king and 
his people, or Christ and his church. 

It feems there is a provifion in the bill, that no* 
parilh fhall be cut into fcraps without the confent 
of feveral perfons, who can be no fufFerers in the, 
matter ; but I cannot find that the clergy lay much 
weight on this caution ; becaufe they argue, that 
the very perfons, from whom thefe bills took their 
rife., will have the greatefl: fhare in the decifion. 

ly.do not by any means conceive the crying fi»~ 
of theurgy in this kingdom tp be that of non-re- 

Jidence* 
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♦ 
ftdence. . I am fure, it is many degrees lefs fo hei;e 
than in England 5 unlefs the pofieffion of plura- 
lities may pafs un4er that name ; and if this be 
a fault, it is well known to whom it muft be im- 
puted : I believe, upon a fair enquiry (and I hear 
an enquiry is to be made) they will appear to be 
moil pardonably few \ efp^cially, confidering how; 
many parifhes have. not an. inch of gkbe, and how, 
difficult it is upon any reafonable terms to find a 
place of habitation. And therefore, God knows 
whether my lords the bijbops will be foon able to 
convince the clergy, or thofe who have any regard 
for that venerable body, that the chief motive in 
their lord/hips minds, by procuring thefe bills, was 
to prevent the fin of non-reftdence > while the uni- 
verfal opinion of almoft every clergyman in the 
kingdom, without diftin£tfon of party, taking 
in even thofe who are not likely to be fufferers*. 
Hands directly againft them. 

If fomc livings in the north may be juftly thought 
too large a compafe of knd, which makes it in-: 
convenient for the remoteft inhabitants to attend 
the fervice of the church, which in fome inftance§ 
may be true, no reafonable clergyman would op- 
pofe a proper remedy by particular a&s of parlia- 
ment. 

Thus for inftance, the deanry o/Dpwn, a coun- 
try deanry I think without a cathedral) depending 
wholly upon an union of parifhes joined together in 
a time when the land lay wafte and thinly inha- 
bited; fince thofe circumftances are fo prodi- 
gioufly changed foj the better, may properly be 

leflened, 
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leflened, leaving a decent competency to the dean 9 
and placing retlories in the remaining churches, 
which are now ferved only by ftipendiary curates* 

The cafe may be probably the fame in other 
parts: and fuch a proceeding difcreetly managed, 
would be truly for the good of the church. 

For it is to be obferved, that the dean and 
chapter lands, which in England were all feized 
under the fanatic ufurpation, are things un- 
known in Ireland, having been long ravifhed 
from the church by a fucceffion of confufions, and 
tythes applied in their ftead to fupport that eccle- 
fiaftical dignity. 

The late * archbijhop of Dublin had a very dif- 
ferent' way of encouraging the clergy of his 
diocefe to refidence : when a leafe had run out 
feven years or more, he ftipulated with the te- 
nant to refign up twenty or thirty acres to the 
minifter of the parifh where it lay convenient, 
without lefTening his former rent ; and with no 
great abatement of the fine ; and this he did in 
the parts near Dublin, where land is at the high- 
eft rates, leaving a fmall chiefry for the minifter 
to pay, hardly a fixth part of the value. I doubt 
hot, that almoft every bijbop in the kingdom may 
do the fame generous aft, with lefs damage to 
their fees, than his late grace *f Dublin, much of 
whofe lands were out in fee-farms, or leafes for 
lives ; and I am forry that the good example of 
fuch a prelate hath not been followed. 

But a great majority of the clergfs friends 

. cannot 
• The right reverend Dr. William King. - 
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cannot hitherto reconcile themfelves to this pro- 
jeftj which they call a levelling principle , that 
muft inevitably root out the feeds of all honeft 
emulation, the legal parent of the greateft virtues 
and moil generous a&ions among men ; hut 
which in the general opinion (for I -do not pre- 
tend to offer my own) will never more have 
room to exert itfelf in the breaft of any clergy- 
man, whom this kingdom (hall produce. 

But, whether the confequences of thefe hills 
may, by the virtues and frailties of future bijbops 
fent over hither to rule the church, terminate in 
good or evil, I (hall not prefume to determine, 
fince God can work the former out of the latter. 
However, one thing I can venture to aflert : 
That from the earlier! ages of chViftiariity to the 
minute I am now writing, there never was a pre- 
cedent of fuch a proceeding, much lefs was it to 
be feared, hoped, or apprehended from^ fuch 
hands in any chriftiarT. country; and fo it Vriay 
pafs for more than a phoenix,*, becauft it hath ri- 
fen without any affiftancc/fto*m the ajhes of its 

The appearance of fo many dijfenters at the 
hearing of this caufe, is what, I am told, hath not 
been charged to the account of their prudence or 
moderation ; becaufe that aftion hath been cen- 
fured as a mark of triumph and infult before the 
viBory is complete : fince neither of thefe bills 
hath yet pafled the houfe of commons, and fome are 
pleafed to think it not impoffible that they may 

be 
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be* reje&ed. Neither do I hear, that there is 
an ena&ing claufe in either of the bills to apply 
any part of the divided or fub-divided tythes to- 
wards encreafing the flipends of thcfe&aries. So 
that thefe gentlemen feem to be gratified like 
him, who, after having been licked down ftairs, 
took comfort, when he faw his friend kicked 
down after him. 

I have heard many more objections againft fe- 
veral particulars of both thefe bills 5 but they are 
of fo high a nature, and carry fuch dreadful in- 
nuendoes, that I dare not mention them, refolving 
to give no offence ; becaufe I well know how ob- 
noxious I have long been (although I conceive 
without any fault of my own) to the zeal and 
principles of thofe, who place all difference in o- 
pinion concerning public matters to the fcore of 
iifaffeElion ; whereof I am at lead as innocent as 
the loudeft of my detraBors* 

Dublin, Feb. 24th, 
I73I-*- 



A PRO- 



* *Wi«t vmr rejefted in th* btorfc 6f cemtkons by a g**at mi' 
Jrtrfcj. torivktf. 
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A PROPOSAL 



An Act of Parliament, to pay off the 
Debt of the nation, without taxing the fub- 
je£t j by which the number of landed gentry 
will be eonfiderably increafed, and no perfon 
will be the poorer, or contribute one farthing 
to the charge. * 

Written in the year X733. 

TH E debts contracted fome years pad for 
the fervice and fafety of the nation, are 
grown fo great, that under our prefent diftrefied 
condition, by the want of trade, the great remit* 
tances to pay abfentees, regiments ferving abroad, 
and many other drains of money well enough 
known and felt, the kingdom feerns altogether 
unable to difcharge them by the common me- 
thods of payment : and either a poll or land tax 
would be too odious to think of, efpccially the 
latter ; becaufe the lands, which have been let 
for thefe ten or dozen years paft, were raifed fo 
high, that the owner can at prefent hardly receive 
any rent at all, Eor it is the ufual practice of 
an Irifh tenant, rather than want land, to offer 
more for a farm than he knows he can be ever 
ahle to pay ; and in that cafe he grows defperate, 
and pays nothing at all* So that a land tax up- 
on 
* The reader will perceive the following treatifc to be altoge- 
ther ironical. 
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on a ricked eftate would be a burthen wholly in- 
fupportable. 

The queftion will then be, how thefe national 
debts can be paid \ and how I can make good 
the feveral particulars of my propofal \ which I 
fliall now lay open to the public. ■ 

The revenues of their graces and lordfliips the 
archbifhops and bifhops of this kingdom (exclud- 
ing the fines) do amount by a moderate compu- 
tation to 36,800 1. per ann. ; I mean the rents* 
which the bifliops receive from their tenants. 
But the real value of thofe lands at a full rent, 
taking the feveral fees one with another, is rec- 
koned to be at lead three fourths more ; fo that, 
multiplying 36,800 1. by 4, the full rent of all 
the bifliops lands will amount to 147,200 1. per 
ann. ; from which fubtra&ing the prefent rent re- 
ceived by their lordfhips, that is, 36,8001. the 
profits of the lands received by the firft and fe- 
cond tenants, (who both have great bargains) 
will rife to the fum of 1 10,400 1. per ann. ; 
which lands, if they were to be fold at twenty 
two years purchafe, would raife a fum of 
2,428,8001. referving to the bifliops their prefent 
rents, only excluding fines. 

Of this fum, I propofe, that out of the one half, 
which amounts to 1,214,4001. fo much be ap- 
plied, as will intirely difcharge the debts of the* 
nation; and the remainder be laid up in the 
treafury to fupply contingencies, as well as to 
difcharge fome of our heavy taxes, until the 
kingdom (hall be in a better condition. 

But, 
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But, whereas the prefent fet of bifhops would 
be great lofers by this fcheme, for want of their 
fines ; which would be hard treatment to fuch 
relights y loyal, and deferving perfonages ; I have 
therefore fet apart the other half to fupply »hat 
defeft, which it will more than fufficiently do. 

A bifhop's leafe for the full term is reckoned 
to be worth eleven years purchafe; but if we' 
take the bifhops round, I fuppofe there may be 
four years of each leafe elapfed ; and many of 
the bifhops being well ftricken in years, I cannot 
think their lives round to be worth more than fe- 
ven years purchafe \ fo that the purchafers may 
very well afford fifteen years purchafe for the re- 
verfion, efpecially by one great additional advan- 
tage, which I (hall foon mention. 

This fum of 2,428,8001. muft likewife be funk 
very cbnfiderably ; becaufe the lands are to be 
fold only at fifteen years purchafe, and this Icf- 
fens the fum to about* 1,656,000!. of which I 
propofe twelve hundred thoufand pounds to be 
applied partly for the payment of the national 
debt, and partly as a fund for future exigencies ; 
and the remaining 456,000 1. I propofe as a fund 
for paying the prefent fet of biihops their fines; 
which it will abundantly do, and a great part re- 
main as an addition to the public flock. 

Although the bifhops round do not, in reality, 
receive three fines a-piece, which take up twen- 
ty-one years, yet I allow it to be fo ; but then I 
will fuppofe them to take but one year's rent, in 
recompence of giving them fo large a term of 
Vol. IV. Q^ > life; 
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life ; and thus, multiplying 36,800 by 3, the pro- 
duct will be only 110,4001. fo that above three- 
fourths will remain to be applied to public ufe. 

If I have made wrong computations, I hope to 
be excufcd as a ftranger to the kingdom ; which 
I never faw till I was called to an employment, 
and yet, where I intend to pafs the reft of ray 
days 5 but I took care to get the beft information* 
I could, and from the moft proper perfons ; how- 
ever, the miftakcs I may have been guilty of, 
will very little affeft the main of my propofal ; 
, although they fliould caufe a difference of one 
hundred thoufand pounds more or lefs. 

Thefe fines are only to be paid to the bifliop 
during his incumbency in the fame fee : if he 
change it for a better, the purchafers of the va- 
cant fee-lands are to come immediately into pof- 
feflion of the fee he hath left 5 and both the bi- 
fliop who is removed, and he who corner into his 
place, are to have no more fines ; for the remov- 
ed bifliop will find his account by a larger reve- 
nue 9 and the other fee will find candidates e- 
now. For the law maxim will here have place : 
caveat emptor; I mean, the perfons who fucceed, 
may choofe whether they will accept or no. 

As to the purchafers, they will probably be te- 
nants to the fee, who are already in pofTeffion, 
and can afford to give more than any other bidder. 
I will further explain myfelf If a perfon al- 
ready a bifliop, be removed into a richer fee, he 
muft be content with the bare revenues, without 
any fines 5 and fo muft he who comes into a bi- 
• " fhopric 
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fliopric vacant by death : and this will bring the 
matter fooner to bear ; which, if the crown fhall 
think fit to countenance, will foon change the pre- 
fent fet of bHhops j and, confequently, encourage 
purchafers of their lands. For example; if a 
primate fhould die, and the gradation be wifely 
made, almoft the whole fet of bifhops might be 
changed in a months each to his great advantage, 
although no fines were to be got ; and thereby 
fave a great part of that fum, which I have ap- 
propriated towards f applying the deficiency of fines. 
Lhave valued the bifhops lands two years pur- 
chafe above the ufuai computed rate, becaufe 
-thofe lands will have a fan&ion from the king 
and council in England, and be confirmed by an 
a& of parliament here : befides, it is w^ll known, 
that higher prices are given every day for worfe - 
lands, at the remoteft di (lances, and at rack- 
rents, which I take to be occafioned by want of 
trade : when there are few borrowers, and the 
little money in private hands lying dead, there is 
no other way to difpofe of it, but in buying of 
land ; which, confequently, makes the owners 
hold it fo high. 

Befides paying the nation's debts, the fale of 
thefe lands would have many other good effe&s 
upon the nation. It will confiderably increafe 
the number of gentry, where the bifhops tenants 
are not able or willing to purchafe ; for the lands 
will afford an hundred gentlemen a good revenue 
to each : feveral perfons from England will pro- 
bably be glad to come over hiiher, and be the 
Q^2 buyers, 
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buyers, rather than give thirty years purchafe at 
home, under the loads of taxes for the public and 
the poor, as well as repairs : by which means, 
much money may be brought among us ; and, 
probably, fome of the purchafers themfelves may 
be content to live cheap in a worfe country, ra- 
ther than be at the charge of exchange and a- 
gencies ; and perhaps of non-folvencies in abfence, 
if they let their lands too high. 

This propofal will alfo multiply farmers, when 
the purchafers will have lands in their own power 
to give long and eafy leafes to induftrious huf- 
bandmen. 

I have allowed fome bifhoprics, of equal in- 
come, to be of more or lefs value to the pur- 
chafer, according as they are circumftanced. For 
inftance, the lands of the primacy, and fome o- 
ther fees, are let fo low, that tbey hardly pay a 
fifth penny of the real value to the bifhop, and 
there the fines are the greater. On the contra- 
ry, the fees of Meath and Clonfert, cpnfifting, as 
I am told, much of tithes, thofe tithes are annual- 
ly let to the tenants without any fines. So the 
fee of Dublin is faid to have many fee-farms, 
which pay no fines 5 and, fome leafes for lives, 
which pay very little, and not fo foon, nor fo duly. 

I cannot but be confident, that their graces 
my lords the archbifhops, and my lords the bi- 
fliops, will heartily join in this propofal, out of 
gratitude to his late and prefent Majefly, the beft 
of kings, wh6 have beftowed en them fuch high 
and opulent ftations 5 as well as in pity to this 

country! 
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country, which is now become their own ; where- 
by they will be inftrumental towards paying the 
nation's debts, without impoverishing themfelves j 
enrich an hundred gentlemen, as well as free 
them from dependency ; and thus remove that 
envy, which is apt to fall upon their graces and 
lordfhips from confiderable perfons, whofe birth 
and fortunes rather qualify them to be lords of 
manors,- than fervile dependents upon church- 
men, however dignified or diflinguifhed. 

If I do not flatter myfelf, there could not be 
any law more popular than this. For, the im- 
mediate tenants to bifhops > being fome of them 
perfons of quality* and good eftates, and more of 
them grown up to be gentlemen, by the profits 
of thefe very leafes, under a fucceflion of bimops, 
think it a difgrace to be fubject both to rents ami 
fines, at the pleafure of their landlords. Then, 
the bulk of the tenants, efpecially the dijfenters y 
who are our true loyal proteftant brethren, look 
upon it both as an unnatural and iniquitous 
thing, that biihops fhould be owners of land at 
all, (wherein I beg leave to differ from them) 
being a point fo contrary to the practice of the 
apoftles, whofe fucceflbrs they are deemed to be \ 
and who, although they were contented that land: 
fhould be fold for the common ufe of the bre- 
thren, yet would not buy it themfelves ; but had 
it laid at their feet, to be diflributed to poor pro- 
felytcs. 

I will add one word more, that, by fuch a 

vholefome law, all the oppreffions felt by unden- 

Q^J tenants 
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tenants of church leafes, which are now laid on 
the bifhops, would entirely be prevented, by their 
graces and lordfhips confenting to have their 
lands fold for payment of the nation's debts ; re- 
ftrving only the prefent rent for their own plen- 
tiful and honourable fupport. 

I beg leave to add one particular : That, -when 
heads of a bill (as I find the ftyle runs in this 
kingdom) (hall be brought in, for forming this 
propofal into a law, I fhould humbly offer, that 
there might be a power given to every bifhop, 
except thofe who re fide in" Dublin, for applying 
one hundred acres of profitable land, that lies 
nearefl his palace, as a demefne for the conve- 
nience of his family. 

I know very well* that this fcheme hath been 
much talked of for fome time paft, and is in the 
thoughts of many patriots : neither was it pro- 
perly mine5 although I fell readily into it, when 
it was firft communicated to me. 

Although I am almoft a perfeft ftranger in this 
kingdom ; yet, fince I have accepted an employ- 
ment here of fome confequence, as well as profit, 
I cannot but think myfelf in duty bound to con- 
fult the intereft of people, among whom I have 
been fo well received. And, if I can be any way 
in(kumental towards contributing to reduce this 
excellent propofal into a law, (which, being not 
in the lead injurious to England, will, I am con- 
fident, meet with no oppofition from that fide) 
my fincere endeavours to ferve this church and 
kingdom, will be well rewarded. 

AN 
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Certain Abuses, Corruptions, and Enor- 
mities, in the city of Dublin. 

Written in the year 1732. 

NOTHING is held more commendable in all 
great cities, efpecially the metropolis of 
a kingdom, than what the French call the police : 
by which word is meant the government thereof, 
to prevent the many diforders occasioned by great 
numbers of people and carriages, efpecially through 
narrow (treets. Irrthis government, our famous 
city of Dublin is faid to be very defective, and 
univerfally complained of. Many wholefome 
laws have been enacted to correct thofe abufes, 
but are ill executed ; and many more are want- 
ing, which 1 hope the united wifdom of the nation 
(whereof fo many good effects have already ap- 
peared this feflion) will foon take into their pro- 
found confideration. 

As I have been always watchful over the good 
of mine own country, and particularly for that of 
our renowned city, where (abfit invidia)! had the 
honour to draw my firft breath 5 I cannot have a 
minute's eafe or patience to forbear enumerating 
fome of the greateft enormities, abufes, and cor- 
ruptions fpread almoft through every part of Dub- 
lin ; and propofing fuch remedies, as I hope the 
legiflature will approve of. 

The 



• Digitized by VjOOQ 



i88 An EXAMINATION of ABtJSES, &c. 

The narrow compafs, to which I have confined 
myfelf in this paper, will allow me only to touch 
the mod important dcfe&s; and fuch as I think 
feem to require the mod fpeedy redrefs. 

And firfl: Perhaps there was never known a 
wifer inditution, than that of allowing certain 
perfons of both fexes in la*rge and populous cities, 
to cry through the ftreets many neceflaries of life: 
it would be endlefs to recount the conveniencies, 
which our city enjoys by this ufeful invention ; 
and particularly flrangers forced hither by buG- 
nefs, who refide here but a ftiort time : for thefe, 
having ufually but little money, and being whol- 
ly ignorant of the town, might at an eafy price 
purchafe a tolerable dinner, if the feveral criers 
would pronounce the names of the~ goods they 
have to fell in any tolerable language. And 
therefore, until our law-makers fliall think it pro- 
per to interpofe fo far, as to make thofe traders 
pronounce their woras in fuch terms, that a plain 
chridian hearer may comprehend what is cried, 
I would advife all new comers to look out at their 
garret windows, and there fee whether the thing 
that is cried be tripes , or flummery, butter-milk, or 
cow-heels* For as things are now managed, how 
is it poffible for an honefl country man jufl ar- 
rived, to find out what is meant, for inflance, by 
the following words, with which his ears are con- 
ftantly dunned twice a day, mitggs, fuggs, and 
porringers, up in the garret, and down in the ceU 
lar; I fay, how is it poflible for any d ranger to 
underdand, that this jargon is meant as an invi- 
tation 
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tation to buy a farthing's worth of milk for bis 
breakfaft or fupper, unlefs his curiofity draws him 
to the window, or until his landlady fhall inform 
him ? I produce this only as one inftance among 
a hundred much worfe, I mean, where the words 
make a found wholly inarticulate, which ^ive fo 
much disturbance, and fo little information. 

The affirmation folemnly made in the cry o*f 
herrings is dire&ly againft all truth and probabi- 
lity ; herrings alive, alive here ; the very proverb 
will convince us of this ; for what is more fre- 
quent in ordinary fpeech, than to fay of fome 
neighbour for whom the palling- bell rings, that 
he is dead as a herrings And pray how is it pof- 
Gble, that a herring, which, as philofophers obferve, 
cannot live longer than one minute three feconds 
and a half out of water, fhould bear a voyage ia 
open boats from Howth to Dublin, be tofled in- 
to twenty hands, and preferve its life in fieves for 
feveral hours ? nay, we have witnefles ready to 
produce, that many thoujands of thefe herrings^ 
fo impudently afferted to be alive, have been a 
day and a night upon dry land. But this is not 
the worft. What can we think of thofe impious 
wretches, who dare in the face of the fun vouch 
the very fame affirmative of their Jalmon, and cry 
falmon alive, alive ; whereas, if you call the wo>- 
man who cries it, fhe is not afhamed to turn back 
her mantle, and fhew you this individual falmon 
cut into a dozen pieces. I have given good ad- 
vice to thefe infamous difgracers of their fex and 
calling, without the leaft appearance of remorfe, 

and 
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and fully againft the convi&ion of their own con- 
sciences ; I have mentioned this grievance to fe- 
veral of our pariih minifters ; but all in vain ; fo 
that it muft continue, until the government (hall 
think fit to interpofe. 

There is another cry, which from the flridteft 
observation I can make, appears to be very mo- 
dern, and it is that of * fweet hearts ; and is plain- 
ly intended for a reflection upon the female fcx ; 
as if there were at prefent fo great a dearth of 
lovers, that the women, in (lead of receiving pre- 
fents from men, were now forced to offer money 
to purchafeyw*/ hearts. Neither am I fure, that 
this cry doth not glance at fome difaffeffcion a- 
gainft the government \ insinuating, that while 
fo many of our troops are engaged in foreign Ser- 
vice, and fuch a great number of our gallant of- 
ficers conftantly refide in England, the ladies are 
forced to take up with parfons and attornies ; but 
this is a moft unjuft reflection, as may loon be 
proved by any perfon that frequents the softie* oar 
public walks, our balls and afiemblies ; where the 
crowds of f tmpees were nevor known to fwarin 
as they do at prefent. 

There is a cry peculiar to this city, which I do 
not remember to have been ufed in London ; or 
at leaft, not in the fame terms that it hath been 
prattifed by both parries, during each of their 
power, but very unjuftty by the tories. While 

thefe 
* A fort of fugar cakes in the ftiape of hearts. " 

f A neA' name of a modern periwig with a long. black tail, 

and for its owner ; now in fa&ion, Dec. I. 1733. 
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thcfe were .at the helm, they grew daily more and 
more impatient to put all true nvhigs and Hano~ 
verians out of employments : to effect which, they 
hired certain ordinary fellows with large baikets 
on their fhoulders to call aloud at every houfe, 
dirt to carry out ; giving that denomination to our 
whole party ; as if they would fignify, that the 
kingdom could never be cleanfed, until we were 
fwept from the earth like rubbijh. But fince that 
happy turn of times, when we were fo miraculoujly 
preferved by juft an inch from popery, Jlavery, maf- 
facre, and the pretender, I muft own it is prudence 
in us dill to go on with the fame cry ; which hath 
ever fince been fo effectually obferved, that the 
true political dirt is wholly removed, and, thrown 
on its proper dunghills, there to corrupt and be 
no more heard of. 

But to proceed to other enormities : Every pcr- 
fon, who walks the ftreets, muft needs obferve an 
immenfe number of human excrements at the 
doors and fteps of wafte houfes, and at the fides 
of every dead wall ; for which the difaffe&ed par-, 
ty hath afligned a very falfe and malicious caufe : 
they would have it, that thefe heaps were laid 
there privately by Brhitti fundaments to make the 
world believe, that our Irifh vulgar do daily eat 
and drink ; and confequently, that the clamour 
of poverty among us muft be falfe, proceeding 
only from Jacobites and papifls. They would con- 
firm this by pretending to obferve, that a Britifh 
anus being more narrowly perforated than one of 
our own country, and many of thefe excrements, 

upon 
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Upon aftri&view, appearing copple crowned with 
a point like a cone or pyramid, are eafily diftin- 
guifhed from the Hibernian, which lie much flat- 
ter and with lefs continuity. I communicated 
this conje&ure to an eminent phyfician, who is 
well verfed in fuch profound fpeculations ; and at 
my requeft was pleafed to make trial with each of 
his fingers, by thrufting them into the amis of fe- 
veral perfons of both nations, and profeiTed he 
could find no fuch difference between them as 
thofe ill difpofed people alledge. On the contra- 
ry, he allured me, that much the greater number 
of narrow cavities were of Hibernian origin. This 
I only mention, to (hew how ready the Jacobites 
are to lay hold of any handle to exprefs their ma- 
lice againft the government. I had almoft forgot 
to add, that my friend the phyfician could, by 
fmelling each finger, diflinguifh the Hibernian 
excrement from the Britifh, and was rrot above 
twice miftaken in an hundred experiments ; upon 
which he intends very foon to publifh a learned 
diflTertation. 

There is a diverfion in this city, which ufualiy 
begins among the butctfrs ; but is often continued 
by a fucceflion of other people through many 
ftreets j it is called the COSSING of a dog ; and 
I may juftly number it among our corruptions. 
The ceremony is thus : A flrange dog happens to 
pafs through a flefh- market \ whereupon an ex- 
pert butcher immediately cries in a loud voice, 
and the proper tone, cofs, cofs, feveral times. 
The fame word is repeated by the people. The ! 
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dog,, who perfeftly underftands the terms of rat, 
arid confequently the danger he is in, immediate- 
ly flies. The people and even his own brother 
animals purfue : the purfuit and cry attend -him 
perhaps half a mile ; he is well worried in his 
flight ; and fometimes hardly efcapes. This on f 
ill wifh^rs of the Jacobite kind. are pleafe*d to call 
a perfection ; and affirm, that it always fails { up± 
on dogs of the tory principle. But we carVwell 
defend ourfelves, by juftly alledging, that when 
they were uppermoit, they treated our dogs full as 
inhumanly. As to my own part, who have iri 
former times often attended thefe procefjions, al*» 
though I can very well diftinguifh between a whig 
and tory dog, yet I never carried my refentment 
very far from a party principle, except it werd a- 
gainft certain malicious dogs, who mod diftovered 
their enmity againfl us in the worjl of times # . And 
I remember too well, that in the wicked miniftry 
of the Earl of Oxford, a large maftir? of our party 
being unmercifully cojfed, ran without thinking 
between my legsj as I was coming up Fifhamble 
ftreet ; and, as I am of low ftatuie, with very fhort 
legs, bore me riding backwards down the hill 1 for 
above two hundred yards :^md although I made 
ufe of his tail for a bridle, holding it faft with 
both my hands, and clung my legs as clofe to his 
fides as I could ; yet we both came down toge- 
ther into the middle of the kennel ; where after 
rowling three or four times over each other, I 
Vol. IV. R got 

* A cant word ufcd by the Whig* for the four laft years of 
queen Anne's reign, •during the Karl of Oxford's miniftry. 
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got up with much ado amiclft thefliouts ana 1 buz* 
zas of a thoufand malicious Jacobites. I cannot 
indeed but gratefully acknowledge, that for this, 
and many other fervices and fiffirings \ I "have 
been finee more than over-paid. 

This adventure may perhaps have put me but 
of love with the diverfion of cqffing 9 wTiich t con- 
fefs myfelf an enemy to, unlefs we could always 
be fure of diftinguifhing tory dogs ; whereof great 
numbers have fince been fo prudent, as entirely 
to change their principles, and are now juftly-e- 
fteemed the beft worriers of their former friends. 

I am allured, and partly know, that all the 
chimney-fweepers boys, where members of par- 
liament chiefly lodge, are hired by our enemies to 
/bulk in the tops of chimnies with their heads no 
higher than will juft permit them to look round ; 
«nd at the ufual hours when members are going 
to the houfe, if they fee a coach (land near the 
lodging of any loyal member, they call coaeh, 
coach, as loud as they can bawl, juft at the in- 
ftant when the footman begins to give the fame 
call. And this is chiefly done on thofe days, 
when any point of importance is to be debated. 
This practice maybe of very dangerous confe- 
rence \ for thefe boys are all hired by enemies 
to the -government : and thus by the abfence of a 
few members for a few minutes, a queftion may 
be carried againft the true intereft of the king- 
dom, and very probably not without an eye to- 
wards the pretender. 

-I have 
f Sec the apology for the Talc of a Tub, Vol. 1* 
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I have not obferved tjie wit and fancy of this 
tqwn fo much empjoyed in any one article, as 
that of contriving yariety of figns to hang over 
houfjss wfyer^ punph is to be fold. The bowl is 
reprefented fuH of punch, the ladle ftands ere^t 
in the middje^ fqpoorted Sometimes by one and 
fQmetimes b,y : two animals, whofe feet reft uppn 
th^edgje qf tta bowl. Thefe animals are fome- 
tim^s 6n$ black lion, ana*, fometimes a couple ; 
fomqtime^ a finglc eagl£, a/id fometimes a fprea<J 
pne N m x and^ we often meet a crow, a fwan, a bear, 
or a c.qck^in the lame nofture. 

Now, I cannot^ find now any of thefe animajs, 
ej$e$ fegarate or in cqnjun&ion, are, properly 
(pealyjijig, fit emblems 01; embellishments to ad- 
vance the fale of punch. Befides, it is agreed a- 
rnong; nafumlifis y %\xzt no brute can endure the 
tajle of ftrong liquor, except where he hath been 
ufcd {o. it from his infanqy ; and consequently it 
is, agai^ft all the rules of hieroglyph to aflign thofe 
animals as patrons or prote&ors of punch. For 
in tha.t cafe, we ought to fuppofe, that the hoft 
keeps always ready the real bird or heaft, where- 
of the piflture hangs over his door, to entertain 
his gu^fts; which 1 however to my knowledge is. 
not true in fa£l ; not oiie of thofe birds being a 
proper companion for a chriftian, as to aiding and 
aflifting in making the punch. For as they are 
drawn upon the ^gn, they are much more likely 
to mute, or fhed their feathers into th#~liquor. 
Then as to the bear, he is too terrible, awkward, 
?ftd Qpvenly a companion to convcrfe with \ nei- 
K z ther 
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ther arc any of them all handy enough to fill li- 
quor to the company : I do therefore vehemently 
fufpeft .a plot intended againft the government by 
thefe devices. For although the fpreod eagle be 
the arms of Germany, upon which account it 
may poffibly be a lawful protejiant fign ; yet I t 
who am very fufpicious of fair outfides in a mat- 
ter which fo nearly concerns our welfare, can- 
pot but call to mind, that the pretenders wife is 
laid to be of German birth 5 and that many popijb 
princes in fo vaft an extent of land, are reported 
to excel both at making and drinking punch : be- 
fides, it is plain, that the fpread eagle exhibits to 
us the perfect figure of a crofs ; which is a badge 
of popery. Then as to the cock, he is well known 
to reprefent the French nation, our old and dan- 
gerous enemy. The/wan, who mull of neccflity 
cover the entire bowl with his wings, can be no 
other than the Spaniard, who endeavours to en- 
grofs all the treafures of the Indies to himfelf. 
The lion is indeed the common emblem of royal 
power, as well as the arms of England ; but to 
paint him in black, is perfect Jacobitifm, .'and a 
manifeft type 'of thofe who blacken the actions of 
the belt princes. It is hot eafy to diflinguifh, 
whether that other fowl painted over the punch- 
bowl be a crow or a raven. It is true, they have 
both been ominous birds : but I rather take it to 
be the former 5 becaufe it is the difpofition of a 
crow to pick out the eyes of other creatures \ and 
often even of chrijtians, after they are dead \ and 
Js therefore drawn here with a defign to put the 

Jacobites 
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Jacobites in mind of their old practice, fir ft to 
lull us afleep (which is an emblem of death) and 
then to blind our eyes, that we may not fee their 
dangerous practices againft the ftate. 

To fpeak my private opinion : The lead offen- 
five picture in the whole fet,feems to be the bear ; 
becaufe he reprefents urfa major, or the great 
bear, who prefides over the norths where the re- 
formation firft began ; and which, next to Britain 
(including Scotland and the north of Ireland) is 
the great prote&or of the true protejlant religion. 
But however, in thofe figns, where I obferve the 
bear to be chdined % I cannot help furmifing a Ja- 
cobite contrivance ; by which thefe traitors hint 
an earned defire of ufing all true whigs, as their 
predeceflbrs did the primitive chriflians ; I mean, 
to reprefent us as bears y and then halloo their 
torydogs to beat us to death. 

Thus I have given a fair account of what I 
diflike in all the figns fet over thofe houfes that 
invite us to punch. I own, it was a matter that 
did not need explaining, being fo very obvious to 
common underftanding ; yet I know not how it 
happens, but methinks there feems a fatal blind- 
nefs to overfpread our corporal eyes, as well as 
our intellectual ; and I heartily wifh, I may be 
found a falfe prophet : for thefe are not bare 
fufpicions, but manifeft demon ftrations. 

Therefore, away with thefe popijh Jacobites, 

' and idolatrous gew-gaws. And I heartily wifh 

a law were enafted under fevere penalties againft. 

drinking punch at all ; for nothing is ealier, than 

R 3 to 
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to prove it a difaffe&ed liquor ; the chief ingre- 
dients, which are, brandy> oranges yand Umons y ztc 
all fent us from popi/h countries - % and nothipg re- 
mains of proteftant growth, but fugar and water. 
For as to bifcuit, which formerly was held a ne- 
ceflary ingredient, and is truly Britiih, we find it 
is entirely reje&ed. 

But I will put the truth of my aflertion pad 
all doubt : I mean, that this liquor is* by one im- 
portant innovation, grown of ill example, and 
dangerous confequence to the public. It is well 
known* that by the true original inftitution of 
making punchy left us by captain Ratcliff* the 
fharpnefs is only occafioncd by the juice of U~ 
motis ; and fo continued until after the happy re- 
volution. Oranges, alas ! are a mere innovation* 
and in a manner but of yejlerday. It was the po- 
litics of Jacobites to introduce them gradually ^ 
and to what intent ? The thing fpeaks itfclf. It 
was cunningly to mew their virulence againft bja 
facred majefty king William of ever glorious and 
immortal memory. But of late (to (hew how faft 
difloyalty encreafeth) they came. from one to two* 
and then to three oranges ; nay, at prefent we 
often find punch made all with oranges, and not 
one fingle lemon. For the Jacobite^ before the 
death of that immortal prince* had, by a fuperfti- 
tion, formed a private prayer, that as they t 
fqueexed the orange, fo might that protejlant king, 
be fqueezed to death , according to the known 
forcery defcribed by Virgil , 
Limus ut hie durefcity et hac ut ctra liqueftit, See* 

Ami 
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And thus, the Romans* when they facrificed an 
ox, ufed this kind of prayer : As I knock down 
this 0K y Jo mayj/1 thou, O Jupiter / knack down our 
enemies. In like manner, after king William *s 
deatk, whenever a Jacobite fqueezed an orange, he 
had a mental eurfe upon the glorious memory, and 
a hearty wifh for power to Jquee^e all Ms ma- 
jefty's friends to death, as he fqueezed that orange % 
which bore one of his titles, as he was prinee of 
Orange. This I do affirm for truth, many of 
that fa&ion having confefled it to me under an 
.Mth of fwtyr which however I thought it my 
duty not to keep, when I faw my dear country irt 
danger. But what better can be expe&ed froirv 
an impious fet of men, who never feruple to drink 
confusjoh to all true proUftants under the 
name of 'whig? A moftV unchriftian and inhu- 
man practice \ which to our great honour and com* 
fort was never charged Upon us* even by our mofi 
malicious detraclors* 

The Cgn of two angels hovering In the air, an4 
with their right hand fupportjng a cwwn, is m$t 
with in feveral parts of this city » and hath often* 
given me great offence i for, whether by ths yn- 
fkilfulnefs or dangerous principles of the painters, 
(although I have good reafons to fufpeft the lat- 
ter) thofe angels are ufually drawn with £u$h 
horrid, or indeed rather diabolical countenance/* 
that they give great offence to every loyal eye* 
and equal caufe of triumph to the Jacobite* being 
a mod infamous refle&ioa upQn our able and ex- 
cellent min.iftfy» 

I now 
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I now return to that great enormity of city 
cries; moft of which we have borrowed from 
London. I (hall confider them only in apolitical 
view, as they nearly affect the peace and fafety 
of both kingdoms; and having been originally 
contrived by wicked Machiavels to bring in 
popery, Jlavcry, and arbitrary power, by defeating 
the protejiant fucceffion, and introducing the 
pretender , ought in juftice to be here laid open to 
the world. 

About two or three months after the happy 
revolution, all perfons who poffefled any employ- 
ment or office, in church or ftate, were obliged 
by aft of parliament to take the oaths to king 
William and queen Mary : and a great number 
of difaffe&ed perfons refufmg to take the faid 
oaths, from a pretended fcruple of conscience, but 
* really from a fpirit of popery and rebellion, they 
contrived a plot to make the fwearing to thofe 
princes odious in the eyes of the people. To 
this end, they hired certain women of ill fame, 
but loud fhrill voices, under pretence of felling 
fifh, to go through the flxeets with fieves on 
their heads, and cry, buy my foul, buy my foul; 
plainly infinuating, that all thofe, who fwore to 
king William, were juft ready to fell their fouls 
for an employment. This cry -was revived at 
the death of queen Anne, and, I hear, fliH conti- 
nues in London with much offence to all true 
protefiants ; but to our great happinefs, feems to 
be almoft dropt in Dublin. 

But becaufe I altogether contemn the difplea- 

fuxc 
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fure and refentment of high-flyers, iories y and Ja- 
cobites, whom I look upon to be worfe even than 
prof eft papifls, I do here declare, that thofe evils 
which I am going to mention, were all brought 
in upon us in the worfl of times, under the late 
earl of Oxford's adminiftration, during the four 
laft years of Queen Anne's reign. That wicked 
minifter was univerfally known to be a papijt in his 
heart *. He was of a mofl avaricious nature ', and 
is/aid to have died worth four mi/lions fieri, be/ides 
his vaft expence in building, flatues, plate, jewels, 
and other coftly rarities. He was of a mean obfeure 
birth, from the very dregs of the people ; and fo il- 
literate, that he could hardly read a paper at the 
council table. I forbear to touch on his open, pro- 
fane, profligate life ; becaufe I deftre not to rake in- 
to the ajhes of the dead: and therefore, I Jhall ob- 
ferve this wife maxim, De mortuis nil nifi bonum. 
This flagitious man, in order to compafs his 
black defigns, employed certain wicked inftru- 
ments (which great ftatefmen are never without) 
to adapt feveral London cries, in fuch a manner 
as would beft anfwer his ends. And, whereas it 
was, upon good grounds, grievoufly fufpedted, 
that all places at court were fold to the highefl: 
bidder ; certain women were employed by his e- 
miflaries, to carry fijh in bafkets on their heads, 
and bawl through the ftreets, buy myfrejh places. 
I mull indeed own, that other women ufed the 
fame cry, who were innocent of this wicked de- 

fig"> 
* The author's meaning is juft contrary to the literal fenfe ia 
the "character of Lord Oxford. Harwkcf 
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fign* and really fold fifli pf that 4e.HQmiaa.tifln> 
to get an honeft livelihood j but the re,ft, whc> 
were in the fecrety although the)} cawried. jifh \xk 
their fieves or balkets,. to fave appearanpe% ye£ 
they bad likewife a certain fign^ fprne,wjjafc re-; 
fembling that of the fre£*mafens 9: whicjb thfc pyr*- 
chafers of places knew well enpueb^ an^l w.qr,e ilt 
reeled, by the women w,hi|^cr they w^re tQ x$r 
fort and make their piirqhafe. And*, I r«rnjen>^ 
ber v,ery w^ll, how pchjly UJppksd* M'b^n. w$ pb~ 
ferved many gentjepnen foejy &${&& abeqfc tfc* 
court-end of the town* and. a$ far, as YorkrfyiUdr 
ings, where the V?f4-Wafurer, Qfltfprd dw^ 
calling the worn en who cried buy myjre/b filgj&y 
and talking to them in the, Qprner-of \ ftre^ ujpi- 
til they underftppd^ eacJi other's figR. JJut^ w^ 
n,e\^r could obferve, that a$y fjfo w^$ bought 

Sprn/5 yeajs. b$fpi;e tfo crfe?, Uft wnjuojg£& 
the 4uke pf $ayoy wa.$ rented, ». bw* ¥¥* de 
certain qverttn-ejj t& tht c^itft; of tn^A% Cw 
admitting hi$ eljdjeft, (o# ty the 4uJK&*fe oJf Or- 
leans' daugh^ to (vic^eeitp t^e qr.QW^^ afr ne*f 
feeir^ upon tfep pretvi&K'l \&m$ njrftei.* a»4 
that fon wag irnnasdiatety t;p t;urqt pxot^avt. J& 
wa$ cpnfi4enjly reported, t&aj g r W nurnberjsi pf 
people 4ifcffeAed t0 , the. tw^M ittujlriqif^ bm flpvr 
rsjvz/ houfe of Hanover x w^e in. t.boXe rojeafures, 
Whereupon another fa pf wqrnjen wer,e byrf 4 by 
the Jacobite lead^rs^ to cry through the whple 
towu\ iwy my Savoys^ dainty Savoys^ curious^ Sa*- 
voy$. But I cannot direftly charge the late earl 
of Oxford with this cotifpiracy^ becaufe he was 
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fcbt thfcn chtef frtiiiifter. however, this wicked 
tfy'ftill <rontiniies in London, and washrought 
dV£r hither, where it remains to this day 5 and 
is, in rriy humble opinion, a Very offenfiv* Tound 
to *every frufe prot{ftarit> Who is old c enough to re- 
Werbber rhoic tiangtrou's times. 

During the mlniflry df that corrupt and jfa- 
cobtte earl abtfve mentioned, the'fecret pernicious 
defign of thofe in power, was to fell Flanders to 
France: the confequencte of which rhuft have 
been, the infallible ruin of the States-general, 
arid would have opened the way for Prance to 
bhtain that univerfal monarchy, they have fo long 
aimed St ; to which the iBritifh dominions muft, 
next afttr Holland, have been compelled to fub- 
mit, "whereby the protejldnt religion would be 
rooted out of the world. 

A defign of this vaft importance, after long 
confutation among the Jacobite , grandees, with 
the earl of Oxford at their head, was at laft de- 
termined to be carried on by the fame method 
with the former: it was therefore again put in 
practice ; but the conduct of it was chiefly left to 
thofen men, whofe voices were louder and ftrong- 
er than thofe of the other fex t and upon this oc- 
cafion was fifft infiituted in'L6ndon that famous 
cry of Flounders. !But the criers were parti- 
cularly directed to pronounce the \tox&jflditftdeYs J > 
and not founders. For the country, which we 
now by corruption call Flanders, is, in its true 
orthography, fpclt, J!aunders y as may be obvious to 
all who read old ^itgliuV books. I fay, from 

hence 
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bcnce begun that thundering cry, whkh hath e- 
ver fince dunned the ears of all London, made 
fo many children fall into fits, and women mif- 
Carry \ come buy myfrejh flaunders, curious flaun- 
ders, charming flaunders, alive, alive, ho ; which 
laft words can, with no propriety of fpeech, be 
applied to fifli manifeftly dead, (as I obferved be- 
fore in herrings and falmon) but very juftly to ten 
provinces, containing many millions of living 
Chrifiians. But the application is (till clofer, 
when we confider, that all the people were to be 
taken like j^tar in a net ; and by afiiftancc of the 
pope, who fets up to be the univerfal \fijher of men, 
the whole innocent nation was, according to our 
common expreflion, to be laid as fiat as a flounder. 
I remember, myfelf, a particular crier oifioun- 
ders in London, who arrived at fo much fame for 
the loudnefs of his voice, as to have the honour 
of being mentioned upon that, account in a co- 
medy. He hath difturbed me many a morning, 
before he came within fifty doors of my lodging: 
and although I were not in thofe days fo fully 
apprized of the defigns, which our common ene- 
my had then in agitation, yet I know not how, 
by a fecret impulfe, young as I was, I could not 
forbear conceiving a ftrong diflike againft the fel- 
low ; and often faid to myfelf, This cryfeems to 
be forged in the Jetmtsfchool : alas, poor England ! 
I am grievoujly miftaken, if there be not fome popifli 
plot at the bottom. I communicated my thoughts 
to an intimate friend, who reproached me with 
being too vifionary in my fpeculations : but it 

proved 
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proved afterwards that Iconjeftured right. An J 
I have fince refle&ed, that if the wicked fa&ion 
fcould have procured only a thoufand men of as 
flrong lungs as the fellow I mentioned, none can 
tfell how terrible the confequences might have 
teen, not only to theife two kingdoms, but over 
all Europe, by felling Flanders to France. And 
yet thefe cries continue unpunifhed both in Lon- 
don and Dublin ; although, I confeffrj not with 
equal vehemency or loudnefs; becaufe the reafoft 
for contriving this defperatc plot, is, to our great 
felicity, wholly ceafcd. 

It is well known, that the majority of the Bri* 
"ti(h houfe of commons, in the laft years of qtfeen 
Anne's reign, were, in their hearts, diredily op- 
pofite to the earl of Oxford's pernicious mea- 
sures ; which put him under the neceffity of brib- 
ing them with falaries. Whereupon he had a- 
gain recourfe to his old politics. And accord- 
ingly his emifTaries were very bufy in employing 
xrertain artful women, of no good life and con- 
verfation (as was proved before juftice * Peyton) 
to cry that vegetable commonly called fellery 
through the town. Thefe women differ from 
the common criers of that herb by fame private 
mark, wtieh I could never learn ;" but the mat- 
ter was notorious enough, and fufficiently talk- 
ed of 5 and about the fame period was the cry of 
/fillery brought over into this kingdom. But fince 
there is not, at this prefent, the leaft occafion to 
Vol. IV. ^ S fufpeft 

* A famous whig juftice in thofc times. 
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fufpcft the loyalty of our criers upon that article, 
I am cpntent that it may (till be. tolerated. 

I fhall mention but one cry more, wJbich hath 
any reference to politics ; but is, indeed, of all o- 
thers, the mod infolent, as wejl as treasonable, 
under our prefent happy cftablifhn*ent, I mean 
that of. turnups ; not of turnips , according to the 
beft orthography, but ahfolutely ■ , turnups. Al- 
thpugh the cty he of an older date than fome of 
the preceding enormities i for it began foon after 
the revolution; yet was it never known to arrive at 
fo great a height, as during the earl of Oxford's 
power. Some people (whom I take to be pri- 
vate enemies) are indeed as rqady as myfelf, to 
profefs their difapprobation of. this cry, on pf e- 
tence, that it began by the contrivance of certain 
old procurefies, who, kept houfes of ill fame, 
where lewd women met to draw young men in- 
to vice. And this they pretend to prove, by fome- 
words in the cry ; becaufe, after {he crier had 
bawled out turnups y ho, buy my dainty turnups, he 
would fometimes add the two following verfes .- 

Turn up the mijirefs, and turn up the maid^ 
Turn up the daughter, and be not afraid* 

Thfa, fay feme political fophifts, plainly (hews, 
that there ; c$n be nothing farther meant info in- 
famous a cry, than an invitation to lewdnefs? 
which, indeed, ought to be fevprely, p^iifiied in 
all well-regulated governments ; yet cannot be 
fairly interpreted as 3 crime of ffote. But, I 
hope, we are not fo weak and blind, to be delud- 
ed, 
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*d, fet<tHi»time : 6f day, with fuefc pdsr etafions. 
3 cbttfd, r if* ft wert fcrofrtr, derti&ttftrate the very 
time ^rhen thofe Wo Series were compdfed, and 
-nartic the author, who was no other than the fa* 
meas Mr. Swan, fb well kneufrn* for his talent at 
tpribbting, and #a$ a$- virulent a Jacobite as any 
inlStlgfarid. 'NtithW cfeald he deny the fa&> 
wh€n rhe wds tai&d tat it m my prefence, by Sir 
Henry Button Colt, and cdloriel Davenport, at 
the Smyrnk coffee-hdtife, on the 10th of June 
1701* Tfeas it appears to a demonftration, that 
tbfcfe verjfes^iftebnly a blind, to conceal the tnoft 
dangerous dfefigns of the parf y ; who, from flie 
ifAyfefcrt* «ffe?r : tHe>haf)py revdlutkta, 'ufe& a cant>- 
TOy fcf taflrih{£ rn their clubs, afterthis manner: 
We*hopetofee the cards Jbuffled once more 3 and ano- 
ther'tingr^^^ up trump* and, when Jhall *ve 
f**et &ik^ * difh of ru^N u p s ? The fame term 
i>f ltt was tifed in their, plots againft the govern- 
tataty ahd^iivAeh* t*&tft>na1*le letters written in 
cypfcer^ #n& dteypftered by -thfe famous Dr. 
Willes, as you may read in the trials of thofe 
times. This I thought fit to fet forth at large, 
and in fo clear a light ; becaufe the Scotch and 
French authors have given a very different -ac- 
count of the word turnup ; but whether out of 
ignorance or partiality, 1 fhall not decree j be- 
caufe I am fure the reader is convinced by my 
difcovery. It is to be obferved, that this cry was 
fung in a particular manner, by fellows in dif- 
guife, to give notice where thofe traitors were to 
meet, in order to concert their villanous defigns. 
S 2 I have 
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I have no more to add upon: this article, than 
an huraUe propofal, thtt thofe, who cry this 
root at prefent in our ftreets of Dublin, may be 
compelled by the juftices of the peace to pro- 
nounce turntp,:^n4.no% turnup.: for, I am afraid, 
we have (till loo, many Shakes in our bofom * and 
it would be well if their, cellars were fometimes 
fearched, when the pwnersleaft exped it ; for I 
am not out of fear, that latet anguis in hcrba. 

Thus, we are zealous in matters of fmall mo- 
ment, while we neglect thofe of the higheft im- 
portance f I have already made it manifeft, that 
4ll thefe cries were contrived in the tvorft oftimet^ 
under the miniilry of that defperate ftatefman, 
.Robert late earl of Qxfofd; and for that very 
reafbn, ought to be rejected with horror, as be- 
*gun in the reign of. Jacobites^ and may well be 
numbered ajnong the rags of popery and treafen; 
or, if it be thought proper th%t thefe cries, jnuft 
continue, furely they ought to be only trufted m 
.the hands of true proteftants % who b*ve given fc* 
curity to the government. 



A Letter 



l Jf w >• t 
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A Letter from* a Member of the Houfe of 
Commons in Ireland, to a Member of the 
Houfe of Commons in England, concerning 
the Sacramental Test, f 

Written in the year 1708.* 

SIR, 

I Received your letter, wherein you tell me of 
the ftrange reprefentations made of us on 
jour fide of the water. The inftanee you are 
pieafed to mention, is that of the prejbyterlan mif- 

Jienary, 

fin the id volume of Dr. Swift's and Mr. Pope's Mifcellanies, 
I fouod the following treatifc, which had been printed* in Lon- 
don, with fornc other of the Dean's works, many years before, 
but at firft came out by itfelf in the year 1708, as the date 
fhews: and it was at a juncTure, when the diflentcrs Mjerc en- 
favouring to repeal the facramental tefr, as, by commdn fame, 
and feme pamphlets publifhed to the fame purpofe, they feem 
to be now again attempting, with great hope of fiiccefs.. I have' 
therefore taken the liberty to make an extratt out of that c!i£- 
courfe, omitting only fome paflages, which relate to certain per- 
fons, and are of no confluence to the argument. But the* au- 
thor's way of realbning fcems at prefent to have more weight, 
than it had in thofe times, when the dijeourie firft appeared. 
The author, in this letter, perfbnates a member of parliament. 

here, to a member of parliament in England. THc fpeaker,, 

mentioned' in this letter, was Allen Broderick, afterwards Chan- 
cellor and Lord Middleton; and the prelate, was Dr. Lindiay,, 
afterwards Primate. 

* This tract wa* reprinted in Ire 'and in 1735, when, thz at- 
tempt to repeal the facramental t« It was revived There was am 
e^lanatory advertisement prefixed, wh'.di is fuid by Lcrd.O:rer- 
S I . :?/ 
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jh/jjsy, \* ho, according xo your phrafe, hath been 
lately perjecuted at Drogheda f of bis religion : but 
it is e t »fy to obferise, how mighty induilrious fome 
people have been, for three or four years paft, to 
hind abouf ftories of the hardfhips, the mciits, 
the number and the power of the prejbytertans in 
Ireland, to rajfe formidable ideas of the danger 
of popery there, and to tranfmit all for England, 
improved by great additions, and with-fpeeial 
care to have them inferted, with comments, in 
thofe infamous weekly papers, that infeft your 
coffee- houfes. Jio, when the claufe enadting a 
JacrariidntGl Vtjl was put in execution, it was given 
©utvin England, that half the juftices of peace 
through this kingdom had laid down their com- 
miffions : whereas, upon examination, the whole 
number was found to, amount only to a dozen or 

thirteen, 

fy to fcave been dictated, or ftH£Hy revifed by the Dean himfclf : 
but there are inaccuracies in it, which may well be thought fuf* 
ficient to deftroy its authenticity : that which, in the firft parar 
$raph, is called the : . following treatlfd is afterwards faid to be an. 
extraft of a Afcourfe; and it is im media .rly added, that this ex m 
traB is the whole, except fome paflages of no coniequence: 
thefe are included in a parenthefis. Haivkcf. 

Swift held the diflenters in the utmoft degree of ridicule and 
deteftatton. He had an opennefs in his difpofition, and a £r.ank- 
nefs in his conduct, that bore au abhorrence to all kind of re- 
serve. To fuch a difpofition it is Impoilible that the gravity 

of nonconformists could be agreeable. The diflike was mutual 
on both fides. Dr. Swift hated all fanatics : ail fanatics hated 
Dr. Swift. This piece is particularly written againft repealing 
tie tefi aft ; and whoever considers himfelf related to the king- 
dom of Ireland, will find ifl it fome arguments of weight and 
confederation, i* cafe any fuch repeal fbould ever be attempted 
Jberc. Orrerj> 
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thirteen^ and thofe generally of the loweft rate in 
fortune and understanding, and fome of them fu- 
perannuated. So, when the earl of Pembroke 
was in Ireland, and the parliament fitting, a for* 
ittal ftory was very gravely carried* to his excel- 
lency, by forrfe zealous members, of a prieft 
newly df rived* from abroad to the north-weft pafrtfr 
of Ireland, who Had publicly preached to his peo- 
ple i&1tfil a-murtbering the protectants; which, 
though invented to ferve an end they were then 
updn, and are ftill driving at, was prefently hand- 
ed over, and printed with ihrewd remarks by your 
worthy fcribWets. In like manner, the account 
of that perfon, who was lately expelled our uni- 
verfity for reflefting on the memory of king Wil* 
Kam 5 what a dull it raifed, and how foully it was 
related, is frefh enough in memory. Neither 
would people be convinced, till the univerfiry was 
at the pains of publiftiing a Latin paper to juftify 
themselves. And, to mention no more, this 
ftory of the perfecution at Drogheda, how it hath 
been fpread and aggravated, what confequences 
have been" drawn from it, and what reproaches 
fixed on thofe who have* lead deferved them, we 
are already informed. Now, if the end of all 
this proceeding were a fecret and mystery, I 
mould not pretend to give it an interpretation;; 
but fufficient care hath been taken to explain it, 
firjl, by addreffes artificially (if not illegally) pro- 
cured, to (hew the miferable ftate of the diffenterf 
in Ireland, by reafon of the facramental teft> and 
to^defire the queen's interceffion, th»t it might 

bet 
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be repeated. Then, it^is manifeft, that * oar 
fpeaker, when he was Ml year in England* foit- 
cited in perfan feveral members of both houfes, 
to have it repealed by an ad there ; though it be 
a matter purely national, that cannot poilibly in- 
terfere with the trade and intcreft of England ; 
and though he himfeif appeared formerly tbe moll 
zealous of* all men againft the injpfiice of bind- 
ing a nation by laws to which they do not con- 
tent. And, laftly r thofe weekly libellers, when- 
ever they get a tale by the end relating to Ire- 
land, without once troubling their thoughts about 
the jruth f always end it with an application a- 
gainft the Jacramental teji % and the abfolute necef- 
fity there is of repealing it in both kingdoms* I 
know it may be reckoned a weaknefe to fey any 
thing of fuch trifles, as are below a ferious man's 
notice ; much lefs would I difparage the under- 
standing of any party, te think they would choofet 
the vileft and moil ignorant among mankind, t<* 
employ them for the aflertors of a caufe. I (hall 
only fey, that the fcandakws liberty thofe wretches 
take, would hardly be allowed, if it were not 
mingled with opinions that fime men would be 
glad to, advance. BeGtks, how infipid ibever- 
thofe papers are, they feem po be levelled to the- 
underftandings of a great number j. they are grown 
a neceflary part in cofFee-houfe furniture, and,. 
fome time or other, may happen to be read by 
cuftomers of all ranks, for curiofity and amufe-. 

ment,, 

•Mr. AHan Brodcrick, afterwards chancellor of Ireland,^ 
Lord MiddJeton, 
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mem, becaufe thejf ly always in tbe ; way. One 
of thefe authors (the fellow tha* vr^s pilloried, I 
have * forgot his narne) is indeed fo grave, fen- 
tentious, dogmatical a rogue, that there is no en- 
during him ; the, f abfervator i$ much the briiker 
of the two, and 1 think further; gone of late in 
lies* and impudence than his prejbyterian brother. 
[The r*afon why I mention him, is to have a* 
occafionof letting you know, thaj you have no^ 
dealt fo gallantly with us as we did with you in 
a parallel cafe: laft year a paper was brought 
here from England, called, A dialogue befaveen the 
archbijhop $f Canterbury and Mir. Higgirw, which 
we ordered to be burnt by the common hangman, 
as it well deferved, though we have no more to 
da with his grace % of Canterbury, than you have 
with the arebbifhop ofDublin $ nor can you love 
and reverence your prelate more than we do ours, 
whom yon timely fuffer to be abufed openly, and 
by name, by that paltry rafcaj of an obf er voter t 
and lately upon an affair wherein, he bad no com- 
eera ; I mean the bufinefs of the m*ffi*nary of 

Droghed% 

* The fellow that was pilloried, was Daniel Defoe, whole 
name Swift well knew and remembered ; but the circumftance 
of the pillory was to be introduced ; and the manner of intro- 
ducing it (hews great art in the niceft touches of latire, and 
carries ail the marks of ridicule, indignation, and contempt. 
The fcofls and iarcafms of Swift, like the bite of the rattle- 
fnake, dirtinguifli them fe Ives more venomoufly dangerous, than 
the wound of a common fcrpent. Orrery. 

He was pilloried for a trail called, The jborteft way -with the 
Renters. / 

I Mr. John Tutchin, £ Dr. Thomas Tentftn. 
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©fdgbeda* whfctein OUT excellent prlthate was ctt- 
£aged> and did fcothtngbiit' according to law and 
-dlfcrefion. But betaufe the Lord Arch4>iftiop ifof 
iDuWtn hath keen, upon fovrffal^eceafions, of late 
years, mffreprefented in EngiattB, I would wil- 
Ifcigly ftlt ytm right m : h* ebafa&er. * For his 
^Peat Offerings vtftd eminent fervWes, he was by 
<he j late king promoted f©>thd fte ©f Deny. A- 
taut'rik ftroe -time hi WTOtte a*obk to juflify 
*h6 revolution, wherein Was an a<*co*at of rkirig 
James's proceedings in Irefend; and chelate arch- 
Mhop Trtl&tfon tfecoinmfcttded *f Ifpithe king, *s 
*hie aioft ifervJdeaWe 'trendfe'thft'f 'Cotild have been 
ftfbRQted at fttfh a juhftut^ ^A*d> as hisigrtrtc 
<ftt>««ft f tfpbn ifoofe ^rrhcipttfe,. ifclfif had- jteocdfcted 
ft-tfeer $fittl,' as a foyH (Wbjea to'tte ^heiai/eip. 
tta&ytfer the ♦AiCdrtRon in d% pfeoloftarit line, 
*n4>f&t ever eMckidin^t th^y^^t/^^ «nd/f*id*gk 
to*r« #«*** t^^he^h^^, ^^#i$h feMtirigtirce 
tMwdittlhiifcA'^^Mii a^jWs^ftrt 4ii$>oottdefft 
•at ®erry/^bdta brjfat Ibatedtfo* iflttiYjf ^e*& b- 
»«g the. mart >vfrtiteh* '(& tfti£ <l£k 5 y«t Apt* *fc 
removal to Dublin, they parted from him with 
tears in their eyes, and univerfal acknowledg- 
ment's of his wi^ofti an^ goo'clnefe. For the 
.reftj it muft be owned, he , doe? not oufy hiinfe$ 
;by entering deep into ariy party, but rather fpends 
his time in a&« of hofpi&lfty and charity* hi 
building of churches, repairing his palace, in in- 
troducing and preferring the worthieft perfonshe 
can find, without other regards : in fhort, in lhe 

pra&ice 

J Dr. William King. . 
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jpja&ife of aji virtus, t^an: can:become a pul)liq 
Of pri^afc life. Tkis. ^|id more, if, pofiibJe, is 
d**e. to fe, .cxqqlkjrHr a pertpn, . who may be juftly 
reckoned among, the, grqateft m<\ moft learned 
prejaaea of this age^boweyerhi&charaj&er may be 
defiled by fuch mean and dirty bands as thofe of 
the obfim)at$r r of &^ ( as -employ him.] 

I npw con>e to anfwer the ,o$her part of . your 
lefter, and.ihaU give you my opinion freely about 
repealing the facnameniai ' te/l : only, whereas you 
defire my thoughts as a friend, and not as I am 
a member of parliament, 1 mult aflure you they 
are exactly the fame in both capacities 

I muft begin by telling you, we are generally 
fuxprifed at your wonderful kindnefs to us on this 
occasion, in being fo very induftripus to teach us 
to fee our interert in a point where we are fo un- 
able to fee itourfelves. This hath given us fomc 
fulpicion 5 and though in my own particular, 
I arn hugely bent to believe, that whenever you 
concern yourfelves in our affairs, it is certarnly 
for our good, yet I have the misfortune tobefome- 
thing (ingular in this belief, and therefore I never 
attempt tp juftify it, but content myfelf to pofTefs 
my own opinion in private, for fear of encoun- 
tering, rnen of more wit or words, than I have to 
fpare f ] 

We at this diftance, who fee nothing of the 
fprxng of actions, are forced, by mere conjecture, 
to affign two reafons for your defiring us to re- 
peal the facrmnmtal teft : one is, becaufe you are 
„ faid 
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faid to imagine it will be a ftep towards th«4ik* 
good work in England : the other more immedi*. 
ate, that it will open a way for rewarding feveral 
perfons, who have well deferved upon a great oc- 
cafion, but who are now unqualified through that 
impediment. 

I do not frequently quote poets, efpecially 
Englifti : but I remember there is in fome of 
Mr. Cowley's love verfes, a drain, that I thought 
extraordinary at fifteen, and have often fince ima- 
gined it to be fpoken by Ireland, 

Forbid it y heaven, my life Jhould be 
Weigh* d with her leaft conveniency. 

In fhort, whatever advantage you propofe to 
yourfelves, by repealing the facramental teji, fpeak 
it' but plainly •, it Is the beft argument ydu can 
ufe i for we value your intereft much more than 
our own : if your little finger be fore, and you 
think a poultice made of our vitals will give it 
any eafe, (peak the word, and it (hall be done : 
the intereft of our whole kingdom is at any time 
ready to ftrike to that of your pooreft fijlnng 
towns : it is hard you will not accept our fer- 
vices, unlefs we believe, at the fame time, that 
that you are only confulting our profit, and giv- 
ing us marks of your love. If there be a fire at 
fome diftance, and I immediately blow up my 
houfe before there be occafion, becaufe you are a 
man of quality, and apprehend fome danger to a 
corner of yourjiable; yet, why mould you require 
me to attend next morning at your levee, with 

" my 
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my bumble thanks for the favour you have done 
me? 

If we might be allowed to judge for ourfelves, 
we had abundance of benefit by the facrametrtal 
teji, and forefee a number of mifchiefs would be 
the confequence of repealing it ; and we conceive 
the obje&ions made again ft it by the dijfenters are 
of no manner of force. They tell us of their me- 
rits in the late war in Ireland, and how chearful- 
ly they- engaged for fhe fafety of the nation ; 
that if they had thought they had been fighting 
only other people's quarrels, perhaps it might have 
cooled their zeal \ and that, for the future, they 
mail fit down quietly, and let us do our work 
ourfelves ; nay, that it is neceflary they mould do 
fo, fince they cannot take up arms, under the pe- 
nalty of high treafon. 

Now, fuppofing them to have done their duty, 
as I believe they did, and not to trouble them a- 
bout the *fly on the wheel, I thought liberty, pro- 
perty, and religion, had been the three fubje&s of 
the quarrel 5 and have not all thefe been amply 
fecured to them ? had they, at that time, a men- 
tal refervation for power and employments ? and, 
muft thefe two articles be added henceforward in 
our national quarrels ? It is grown a mighty 
conceit among iomt men, to melt down the 
phrafe of a church ejlablifhed by law, into that of 
Vol. IV. T the 

* Alluding to the fable of a fly, who having fettled on thefpoke 
of a wheel belonging to a chariot that was driven rapidly along 
tk road, exulted in his owa importance, and cried out, " What 
u *A#vermfcl* 
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the religion of the tnagiftrate; of which appella- 
tion, it is eafier to find the reafon than the fehfes 
if by the nmgiftrafe they mean the prince? [the ex- 
' preffion included a falfhood ; for, when kinj 
James was prince] the eftabliftied church was the 
fame it is now. -If, by the fame word, the^ mean 
the legiflature> We dfefire no more* Be that as it 
will, we of this kingdom believe thfc church of 
Ireland to be the national churchy and the only 
one eftabliftied by law, and are willing, by tte 
fame law to give a toleration to diflenters^ but ilF 
once we repeal our ' facramental teft, and grant a 
toleration, &r fnfpend thfe execution df the penal 
laws, I do riot fcfe rWw We can bfe faid to have a- 
riy eftabliftied church rernainirig ; or rather, why 
there will not be as rriahy eftabliftied churches^ as 
there are fe£b of diflenters. No* fay they* yours 
will ftill be the national church, becaufe your bi- 
fhops and clergy are maintained by the public : 
but that, I fuppofe, will be of no long duration ; 
and it would be very unjuft it ftiould j tecaufe* 
to fpeak in Tindal's phrafe, it is not reafonable, 
that revenues ftiould be annexed to one opinion 
more than another, when all are equally lawful ; 
and it is the faring author's maxim, that hd frte- 
born fubjeft ought to pay for maintaining fpfeclx- 
lations he does not believe. But whyfinuld any 
than; upon account of opinions he cannot help, be de- 
prived the opportunity offerving his queen and coun- 
try ! their zeal is commendable j and when em- 
ployments go a-begging for want of hands, they 
fhaH be Aire to have the refufelj only upon condi- 
tion 
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tioo *b«y -will not pretend to them Upon maxims, 
winch, equally include Athei/ls, Turks, Jitws, In- 
fidels, and H&retics ; or, which is ftifl more dan- 
gerous, even papjfts themfelves : the former you 
allow, the other you deny \ becaufe thefe laft own 
a foreign power, and therefore muft be fhut out. 
But there is no great weight in this 5 for their re- 
ligion can fuit with free dates, with limited or 
ahfolute monarchies^ as well as a better j and the, 
poprfs power'in France is but a fliadow ; fo that, 
upon this foot, there need be no' great danger to 
the eonftitution, hy admitting papifts to employ*- 
ments. J will help you to enow of {hem fhall 
be ready to allow thtpope as little power here as 
ypu plea,fe ; and the bare opinion of his being vi- 
car of Ghrift, is but a fpeculative point, for which 
no man, it feems, ought to be deprived the capa- 
city of forving his country. 

But, if you pleafe, I will tell you the great ob- 
jection w« have againft repealing this fame/vr*- 
mental Uft* It k, that we are verily perfuaded, 
the confequence will he, an entire alteration of 
religion aovang us, in no great compafs of years. 
And pray, obferve Ijow we reafon here in Ireland 
upon this, matter. 

We obferve the Scots in our northern parts to 
he a brave induflrious people, extremely devoted 
to their religion, and full of an undljlurbed affec* 
tbn towards eacfr tather. Numbers of ifu*t nofete 
nation, invited by (he fertilities of the foil, are 
glad to exchange their barren bills of Lochaber, 
by a voyage of three hours, for our fruitful vale* 
T 2 of 
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of Down and Antrim, fo produ&ive of that grata, 
which, at little trouble, and lefs expence, finds 
diet and lodging for themfelves and their cattle. 
Thcfe people, by their extreme parfimony, won- 
, derful dexterity in dealing, and firm adherence to 
one another, foon grow into wealth .from the 
fmaiUft beginnings, never are rooted out where 
they once fix, and increafe daily by new fupplies : 
befides, when they are the fuperior number in any 
iraft of ground, they are not over patient of mix- 
ture ; but fuch, whom they cannot aJjtmilaU, 
foon find it their intereft to remove. I have done 
all in my power, on fome land of my own, to 
preferve two or three Englifli fellows in their 
neighbourhood, but found it impoflible, though 
one of them thought he had fufficiently made his 
court, by turning prefbyterian. Add to this, 
that they bring along with them from Scotland a 
moft formidable notion of our church, which 
they look upon at leaft three degrees worfe than 
popery : and it is natural it flipuld be fo, fince 
they come over full fraught with that fpirit, 
which taught them to abolifh epifcopacy at home. 
Then we proceed farther, and obferve, that 
the gentlemen of employments here make a very 
confiderable number in the houfe of commons, 
and have no other merit, but that of doing their 
duty in their feveral ftations; therefore when the 
teft is repealed, it will be highly reafonable they 
ihould give place to thofe, who have much 
greater fervices to plead. The commiflions of the 
revenue are foon difpofed of ; and the colledors 
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and other officers throughout the kingdom are 
generally appointed hy the commiflioners, which 
gives them a mighty influence in every county. 
As much may be faid of the great offices in the 
law •, and when this door is open to let diflenters 
into the commiffions of the peace, to make 
them high-fherifFs, mayors of corporations, and 
officers of the army and militia, I do not fee how 
it can be otherwife, confidering their induftry 
and our fupinenefs, but that they may, in a very 
few years, grow to a majority in the houfe of 
commons, and confequently make themfelves the 
national religion, and have a fair pretence to de- 
mand the revenues of the church for their teach- 
ers. I know it will be obje&ed, that if all this 
fliould happen as I defcribe, yet the prefbyterian 
religion could never be made the national by a£t 
of parliament, becaufe our bilhops are fo great 
in number in the houfe of lords ; and without a 
majority there, the church could not be abolifh- 
ed. But I have two very good expedients for that* 
which I fhall leave you to guefs,. and I dare 
fwear our fpeaker here has often thought on, 
efpecially having endeavoured at one of them fo 
lately. To convince you, that this defign is not 
fo foreign from fome peopled thoughts, I muft let 
yj*u know, that an honeft bell weather # of our 
houfe (you have him now in England, I wifti 
you could keep him there) had the impudence 
fome years ago, in parliament-time, to (hake my 
T 3 loM 

* fluppo&l to be Mr. Enxkrick.. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



212 A LETTER, concerning 

lord bifliop of Kilaloo + by his lawn-fleeve, anrf 
tell him, in a threatening manner, that he hajxd 
to live to fee the day y when there Jhould not be one of 
his order in the kingdom* 

Thefe laft lines peihaps you think a digreffion ; 
therefore, to return, I have told you the confe- 
quences we fully reckon upon frorn repealing 
the facramental tejt ; which, although $he greateft 
number of fuch as are for doing it, are actually 
m no manner of pain about it, and marry of 
them care not three-pence whether there be any 
churchy or no •, yet becaufc they pretend to. argue; 
from confeience, as well as policy and intereft, \ 
thought it proper to underftand an4 anfwer thenv 
accordingly. 

Now, Sir, in anfwer to your queftion, whether,. 
if any attempt fhouht be made here for repealing 
the facramental te/I, it would be likely to fucceedR 
The number of profefled diffeitfers in this parlia- 
ment was, as 1 remember, fomething under a. 
dozen ; and I cannot call to mind above thirty o- 
thers, who were expected to fall in with them. 
This is certain, that the prefbyterian party having 
■with great induftry muftered up their forces, did 
endeavour one day, upon occafion of a hint in my 
lord \ Pembroke's fpeech, to introduce a debate 
about repealing the tefl claufe, when there appear- 
ed at lead four to one odds againft t(iem \ and 
the ableft of thofe, who were reckoned the moft 
ftanch and thorough-paced whigs upon .all other 

occafions* 

f Dr. Lindfay, afterwards lord primate*. 
% Then lord- Ucutcnant of Irckwi*. 
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©ccafions, fell off with an abhorrence at the firft 
mention of this. 

I mud defire you to take notice* that the terms 
of ivhig and tory do no* properly exprefs the dif- 
ferent interefts in our parliament. [I remember,, 
when I was lad in England, I told the king, that 
the higheft toriea we had with us would make 
tolerable whigs there : this was certainly right, 
and ftili in the general continues fo, unlcfs you 
have fince admitted new chara&eri flics, which 
did not come within our definition.] Whoever 
bears a true veneration for the glorious memory 
of King William, as our great deliverer from po- 
pery and flavery 5 whoever is firmly loyal to our 
prefent queen, with an utter abhorrence and de- 
testation of the pretender 5 whoever approves the 
fuccefBon to the crown in the houfe of Hanover, 
and is for preferving the do£hine and difcipline 
of the church of England, with an indulgence for 
fcrupulous confciences ; fuch a man we think a£ts 
apon right principles, and may be juftly allowed 
a whig : and I believe there are not fix members 
in our houfe of commons, who may not fairly 
come under this description. So that the parties 
among us are made up on one fide of moderate 
whigs, and on the other of pre/byterians and their 
abettors ; by which laft, I mean fuch, who can e- 
qually go to a church or conventicle, or fuch who 
are indifferent to all religion in general ; or laft- 
ly, fuch who affeft to bear a perfonal rancour to- 
wards the clergy : thefe laft are a fet of men not 
of our own growth ^tieir principles at leaft have 
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been imported of late years : yet this whole party 
put together, will fcarce, I am confident, amount 
to above fifty men in parliament, uhich can 
hardly be worked up into a majority of three hun- 
dred. 

As to the houfe of lords, the difficulty there, is 
conceived at lea ft as great as in ours. So many 
of our temporal peers live in England, that the 
bifhops are generally pretty near a par of the houfe, 
and we reckon they will be all to a man againft 
repealing the tejt ; and yet their lordfhips are gene- 
rally thought as good whigs upon our principles 
as any in the kingdom. There are indeed a few 
lay-lords, who appear to have no great devotion 
for epifcopacy ; and perhaps one or two more, 
with whom certain powerful motives might be 
ufed for removing any difficulty whatfoever : but 
thefe are, in no fort, a number to carry any point 
againft a conjunction of the reft and the whole 
bench of biftiops. 

.Befides, the whole body of our clergy is utter- 
ly againft repealing the te/l, though they are en- 
tirely devoted to her majefty, and hardly one in 
an hundred, who are not very good whigs in our 
acceptation of the word. And I muft let you 
know, that we of Ireland are not yet come up to 
other folks refinements ,- for we generally love and 
efteem our clergy, and think they deferve it ; nay, 
we are apt to lay feme weight upon their opinion, 
and would not willingly difoblige them, at leafr, 
unlefs it were upon fome greater point of intereft 
than this. And their judgment in the prefeni 

affaiir 
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affair is the more to be regarded, becaufe they 
are the Iaft perfons, who will be affefted by it : 
this makes us think them impartial, and that 
their concern is only for religion and the intereft 
of the kingdom : becaufe the aft, which repeals 
the teftj will only qualify a layman for an em- 
ployment, but not a pre/byterian or anabaptift 
preacher for a church living. Now I mult take 
leave to inform you, that feveral members of our 
houfe, and myfelf among the reft, knowing fome 
time ago what was upon the anvil, went to all 
the clergy we knew of any diftinftion, and de- 
fired their judgment in the matter ; wherein we 
found a moft wonderful agreement, there being 
but one divine that we could hear of in the whole 
kingdom, who appeared of a contrary fentiment, 
wherein he afterwards flood alone in the convoca- 
tion f very little to his credit, though, as he hoped, 
very much to his intereji. 

I will now c6nfider a little the arguments of- 
fered to fhew the advantages, or rather the necef- 
fity of repealing the tefi in Ireland. We are told, 
the popifh intereft is here fo formidable, that all 
hands fhould be joined to keep it under j that the 
only names of diftinftion among us ought to be 
thofe of protejlant and papift ; and that this expe- 
dient is the only means to unite all proteftants up- 
on one common bottom. All which is nothing 
but mifr^prefentation and miftake. 

If we were under any real fear of the papifts 
in this kingdom, it would be haid to think us fo 
ftupid, as not to be equally apprehenfive with 

9iher*t 
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otbers % $nce we are likely to be the grcatcft, and 
more immediate fufferers : but, on the contrary, 
we look upon them to be altogether as inconfider- 
able as the women and children. Their lands 
are almoft entirely taken from them, and they 
are rendered incapable of purchasing any more : 
and for the little that remains, provifion is mad^ 
by the late acl: againft popery, that it will daily 
crumble away ; to prevent which, fame of the 
mod considerable among them are already turned 
protectants, and fo in all probability will many 
more, Then, the popifti priefts are all regiftered, 
3«d without permiffion (which I hope; will not be 
granted) they can have no fuccefibra \ fo that the 
prstoftant clergy will find it perhaps no difficult 
platter to bring great numbers oyer tothe church) 
a&d in the mean tima the common people, with- 
put Idaders, without diicrptine, or natural cou- 
rage, being little better tl^an hewers of woody and 
diwwtts of watee, are out of all capacity, of doing 
any mi&hitf, if thqy weue ever fo well inclined". 
JSeither are.f hey at all likely to join in apy coqfi~ 
derable numbers with an irwaden, having found 
fa ilhfbccefs when they were n^uch more nume- 
rous and powerful ; iwhe»' they had a prince of 
their own religion tp head them*, ^ad been 
trained for foipe years tinder a popifb deputy, and 
received fuch mighty aids from the-French king. 
As to that argument ufed fe«f repealing the fefi^ 
that it will unite all protectants againft the com- 
mon 

* In 'the reign- of. king James II. and till after the battle oi 
the Bojtpe in 1690. 
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nun enemy / I wander by what figure thoii gentle- 
men fpeakj who are picafed to advance it. Sup- 
pofe, in order to ericreafe the friendship between* 
yon and me, a law ftould paft, that I iMift hate 
hdB yoiir/eftare ; d& ^iu think that *rdiild inucfc 
advance ttoe uhifch bettofeeti ui ? orfuppbfe 1 (harfc 
iriy fortune equally between nVyttton children and' 
Aj/trafiger, w*6*n I take inttf my prote&idn' ; wifl 
that be a method to unite them ? it is an odd 
way of uniting partifes*, to deprivfe a Majority of 
part of ttoeir ahfcfent rights by conferring it oh a 
fafiion, who had never any right alt all, and there^ 
fore c'arinbt be (aid to ftiflFer any lofs or injury, if 
it be refufed theni. Neither is it very clear, how v 
for fortle people may ftretch the term of cotnfnon 
eHeWy. How many are there of thofe that call 
themfelves proteftants, who look upon our wor- 
ihip to be idolatrous as' well as that of the papifts, 
arid with great charity put preiacy and popery 'toge- 
ther as terms convertible ? 

And therefore there is one ftnall doubt I would 
be willingly fatisfied in, before I agree to the re- 
pealing of the tejl ; that is, whether thefe fame 
proteftants, when they have by their dexterity 
made themfelves the national religion, and difc 
pofed the church revenues among their phjldrs or 
themfelves^ will be fo kind to allbw us dijenters, 
I do not fay a {hare in employments, but a bare 
toleration by law ? The reafon of my doubt is, be- 
caufe I have been fo very idle as to read above 
fifty pamphlets written by as many preTbyterian 
divines, loudly difciaiming this idol toleration, 
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fome of them calling it (I know not liow proper- 
ly) a rag of popery, and all agreeing it was to tfta- 
blijh iniquity by a law. Now I would be glad to 
know, when and where their fuccejfors have re- 
nounced this do&rine, and before what witnefles. 
Becaufe, methinks I fhould be loath to fee my 
poor titular bifhop in partibus feized on by mif- 
take in the dark for a jefuit, or be forced myfelf 
to keep a chaplain difguifed like my butler, and 
Ileal to prayers in a back room, as my grandfa- 
ther ufed in thofe times, when the church of 
England was malignant. 

But this is ripping up old quarrels long for- 
got ; popery is now the common enemy y againfl 
which we mud all unite : I have been tired in 
hiftory with the perpetual folly of thofe dates, 
who call in foreigners to aflift them againfl: a 
common enemy : but the mifchief was, thefe allies 
would never be brought to allow, that the com* 
mon enemy was quite fubdued. And they had 
reafon ; for it proved at laft, that one part of the 
common enemy was thofe who called them in, 
and fo the allies became at length the mafters. 

It is agreed among naturalifts, that a Hon is a 
larger, a ftronger, and more dangerous enemy 
than a cat ; yet if a man were to have his choice, 
either a lion at his foot, bound faft with three or 
four chains, his teeth drawn out, and his claws 
pared to the quick, or an angry cat in full liber- 
ty at his throat j he would take no long time to 
determine. 

I have been fometimes admiring the wonderful 

fignificancy 
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fignificancy of that word perfecution, and what 
various interpretations it hath acquired even 
within my memory. When I was a boy, I often 
heard the prefbyterians complain, that they were 
not permitted to ferve God in their own way ; 
they faid they did not repine at our employ- 
ments, but thought that all men who live peace- 
ably, ougrft to have liberty of confcience, and 
leave to aflemble. That impediment being re- 
moved at the revolution, they foon learned to 
fwallow the facramental te/t, and began to take 
very large fteps, wherein all who offered to op- 
pofe them, were called men of a perfecuting fpirit. 
During the time the bill againft occasional con- 
formity was on foot, perfecution was every day 
rung in our ears, and now at laft the facramental 
tejl itfelf has the fame name. Where then is 
this matter likely to end, when the obtaining of 
one requeft is only ufed as a ftep to demand ano- 
ther ? A lover i3 ever complaining of cruelty, 
while any thing is denied him ; and when the 
lady ceafes to be cruel, ilie is from the next mo- 
ment at his mercy : fo perfecution , it feems, is 
every thing, that will not leave it in mens power 
to perfecute others. 

There is one argument offered againft a facra- 
mental teji by a fort of men, who are content to 
be (tiled of the church of England, who perhaps 
attend its fervicc in the morning, and go with 
their wives to a conventicle in the afternoon, con- 
ceding they hear very good doftrine in both. 
Thefe men are much offended; that fo holy an 

Vol. IV. U inftitution, 
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inftitution, as that of the Lord's Supper, fhould 
be made fubfervient to fuch mercenary purpofes 
as the getting of an employment. Now it feems, 
the law, concluding all men to T>e members of 
that church where they receive the facrament ; 
and fuppofing all men to live like chriftians (efpe- 
cially thofe who are to have employments) did 
imagine they received the facrament in courfe a- 
bout four times a-year j and therefore only defir- 
ed it might appear by certificate to the public, 
that fuch, who took an office, were members of 
the church .eftablifhed, by doing their ordinary 
duty. However, left we Jljould offend them, we 
have often defired they would deal candidly with 
us : for if the matter ftuck only there, we would 
propofe it in parliament, that every man, who 
takes an employment, fliould, inftead of receiv- 
ing the facrament, be obliged to fwear, that he is 
a member of the church of Ireland by law efta- 
blifhed, with epifcopacy, and fo forth ; and as 
they do now in Scotland, to be true to the. kirk. 
But when we drive them thus far, they always 
retire to the main body of the argument ; urge 
the hardfhip, that men fhould be deprived the li- 
berty of ferving their queen and country on ac- 
count of their confeience : and, in fhort, have re- 
courfe to the common ftile of their half- brethren. 
Now, whether this be a finccre way of arguing, I 
will appeal to any other judgment but theirs. 

There is another topic of clamour, fo me what 
parallel to the foregoing. It feems, by the teft- 
ciaufe, the military officers are obliged to receive 
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the faerament, as well as the civil. Arid it is a 
matter of fome patience, to hear the diflenters de- 
claiming upon this oecafion : they cry they are 
difarmed) they are ufed like papifts : when an ene- 
my appears at home, or from abroad, they muft 
fit ftill, and fee their throats cut, or be hanged 
for high-treafon if they offer to defend them- 
felves. Miferable condition ! woful dilemma ! 
It is happy for us all, that the pretender was not 
apprifed of this paffive pre/by terian principle, elfe 
he would have infallibly landed in our northern 
parts* and found them all fat down in their for- 
malities, as the Gauls did the Roman fenators, 
ready to die with honour in their callings. Some- 
times^ to appeafe their indignation, we venture tQ 
give them hopes, that in fuch a cafe the govern- 
ment will perhaps connive, and hardly be fo fe- 
▼ere to hang them for defending it againft the 
letter of the law 5 to which they readily anfwer, 
that they will not lie at our mercy, but let us 
fight our battles ourfelves. Sometimes we offer 
id get an aft, by which, upon Mpopi/h infurrec- 
tions at home, or popijh invafions from abroad, 
the government (hall be impowered to grant com- 
miflions to all proteftants whatfoever, without 
that perfecuting circumftance of obliging them to 
fay their prayers when they receive the faerament : 
but they abhor all thoughts of occaftonal commif- 
fions ; they will not do our drudgery, and we 
reap the benefit : it is not worth their while to 
fight pro arts et focis ; and they had rather lofe 
U 2 thek 
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their eflates, liberties, religion, and lives, than 
the pleafure of governing. 

But to bring this difcourfe towards a conclu- 
fion. If the diflenters will be fatisfied with fuch 
a toleration by law, as hath been granted them in 
England, I believe the majority of both houfes 
will fall readily in with it ; farther it will be 
hard to perfuade this houfe of commons, and per- 
haps much harder the next. For, to fay the 
truth, we make a mighty difference here, between 
fuffering thijlles to grow among us, and wearing 
them for pofies. We are fully convinced in our 
confeiences, that ive fhall always tolerate them; 
but not quite fo fully, that they will always tolerate 
tis, when it comes to their turn ; and ive are the 
majority, and ive are in poffeffion. 

He who argues in defence of a law in force, 
not antiquated or obfolete, but lately ena£fced, is 
.certainly on the fafer fide, and may be allowed to 
point out the dangers he conceives to forefee in 
ihe abrogation of it. . 

For, if the confequences of repealing this 
claufe mould at fome time or other enable the 
prefbyterians to work themfelves up into the na* 
tional church ; inflead of uniting proteflants, it 
•would fow eternal divifions among them. * Firft, 
their own feels, which now lie dormant, would 
be foon at cutis again with each other about pow- 
er and preferment ; and the diffenting epifropals, 
perhaps difcontented to fuch a degree, as, upon 
fome fair unhappy occafion, would be able to (hake 
the firmed loyalty,which none can deny theirs to be. 

Neither 
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Neither is it very difficult to conje&ure, from 
feme late proceedings, at what a rate this faBion 
is like to drive, where-ever it gets the whip and 
the feat. They have already fet up courts of fpi- 
ritual judicature in open contempt of the laws: 
they fend mtffionaries every where, without being 
invited, in order to convert the church of Eng- 
land folks to chrijlianity. They are as vigilant as 
I know who, to attend perfons on their death- 
beds, and for purpofes much alike. And what 
practices fuch principles as thefe (with many o- 
ther that might be invidious to mention) may 
fpawn, when they are laid out to the fun , you may 
determine at leifure. 

Laftly, Whether we are fo entirely fure of 
their loyalty upon the prefent foot of government 
as you may imagine, their detractors make a 
queftion, which however does, I think, by no 
means affect the body of diflenters : but the in- 
ftance produced, is of fome among their leading 
teachers in the north, who having refufed the 
abjuration oath 9 yet continue their preaching, and 
have abundance of followers. The particulars 
are out of my head ; but the fa& is notorious e- 
nough, and, I believe, hath been publifhed 5 I 
think it a pity, it hath not been remedied. 

Thus I have fairly given you, Sir, my own o- 
pinion, as well as that of a great majority in both 
houfes here, relating to this weighty affair ^ upoa 
which I am confident you may fecurely reckon. I 
will leave you to make what ufe of it you pleafe. 
X am with great refyeft> S1R 3 To'ur y &c. 
Dublin, Dec. 4. 1 2Q8. U 3, So^ 
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Some Arguments againft enlarging the power 
of Bishops in letting of Leases # . 

M'thl credite, major hareditas venit unicuique wf- 
trum in iifdem bonis a jure et a legibus, quam ab 
iis a quibus ilia ipfa bona relicia JunU Cicero 
pro A. Caecina. 

Written in the year I7»J- 

TN handling this fubje£t, I fiiall proceed wholly 
•*• upon this fuppofition, that thofe of our party ± 
who profefs themfelvcs members of the church 
cftablifhed, and under the apoftolical govern- 
ment of bifhops, do dcfire the continuance and 
tranfmiffion of it to pofterity, at leaft in as good a- 
condition as it is at prefent : becaufe, as this dif- 
courfe is not calculated for diiTenters of any kind, 
fo neither will it fuit the talk or fentiment§ of 
thofe perfons, who, with the denomination of 
churchmen, are oppreflbrs of the inferior clergy, 
arid perpetually quarrelling at the great incomes 
of the bifhops ; which is a traditional cant de- 
livered 

* This pamphlet is interfperfed with thofe mafterly ftrokes of 
irony, which are fo often intermixed in Swift's works. The ge- 
neral fubjeet of it leads me to recollect a circumftance much to 
the Dean's honour ; he could never be induced to take fines for 
any of the chapter lands ; he always chofe to raiie the rents, 86 
the method lead opprcflive to the prefent tenant, and mod: ad- 
vantageous to all future tenants and landlords. He constantly 
refufed to give charity out of the chapter-funds, which he al- 
ledged were fcarcc fufficient to maintain, the JKCCflary repairs of 
the cathedral Orrtrj* - 
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Kvcred down from former times, and continued 
with great reafon, although it be now near 200 
years fince almoft three parts in four of the 
church revenues have been taken from the clergy,, 
be fides the fpoils that have been gradually made 
ever fince of glebes and other lands by the con- 
fufion of times, the fraud of encroaching neigh- 
bours, or the power of oppreflbrs too great to be 
encountered. 

About the time of the reformation, many popifb 
bifhops of this kingdom, knewing they muft have 
been foon eje&ed, if they would not change their 
religion, made long leafes and fee-farms of great 
part of their lands, refer ving very inconfideiable 
rents, fometimes only a chiefry, by a power they 
affumed, dire£Uy contrary to many ancient ca- 
nons, yet confiltent enough with the common 
law. This trade held on for many years after 
the bifhops became proteftants y and fome of 
their names are Hill remembered with infamy, on 
account of enriching their families by fuch facri- 
kgious alienations. By thefe means, epifcopal re- 
venues were fo low reduced, that three or four 
fees were often united, to make a tolerable com- 
petency. For fome remedy to this evil, king 
James I. by a bounty that became a good ChrU 
ftian prince, beftowed feveral forfeited lands on 
the northern bifhoprics : but in all other parts of 
the kingdom, the church continued ftill in the 
fame diftrefs and poverty 5 fome of the fees hard- 
ly poiTeffing enough to maintain a country vicar. 
About the middle of king Charles Ill's reign, the 

legiflature 
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legiflature here thought fit to put a flop at leafl 
to any farther alienations j and fo a law was en- 
afted, prohibiting all bifliops and other ecclefiaf- 
tical corporations from fetting their lands for a- 
bove the term of twenty-one years ; the rent re- 
fer ved to be one half of the real value of fuch 
lands, at the time they were fet, without which 
condition the leafe to be void. 

Soon after the restoration of King Charles II. 
the parliament taking into confideration the mi- 
ferable eftate of the church, certain lands, by way 
of augmentation, were granted to eight bifhops 
in the aft of fettlement, and confirmed in the aft 
of explanation ; of which bounty, as I remember, 
three fees were in a great meafure defeated 5 but, 
by what accidents, it is not here of any import- 
ance to relate. 

This, at prefent, is the condition of the church 
in Ireland, with regard to epifcopal revenues : 
which I have thus briefly (and perhaps imperfect- 
ly) deduced, forfome information to thofe, whofe 
thoughts do not lead them to fuch confi derations. 

By virtue of the flatute already mentioned, 
under king Charles I. limiting ecclefiaft ical bodies 
to the term of twenty-one years, under the re- 
ferved rent of half real value, the bifliops have 
had fome fhare in the gradual rife of lands, with- 
out which they could not have been fupported 
with any common decency that might become 
their ftation. It k above eighty years fince the 
paffing of that aft : the fee "of Meath, one of the 
bed in the kingdom, was then worth about 400 1. 

per 
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per annum ; the poorer ones in the fame propor- 
tion. If this were their prefent condition, I can- 
not conceive how they would have been able to 
pay for their patents, or buy their robes : but this 
will certainly be the condition of their fucccfibrs, 
if fuch a bill mould pafs, as they fay is now in- 
tended, which I will fuppofe 5 and believe many 
perfons, who may give a vote for k, are not a- 
ware of. 

However, this is the a& which is now attempt- 
ed to be repealed, or at lead eluded j fome are for 
giving bifhops leave to let fee-farms, others would 
allow them to let leafes for* lives ; and the moil 
moderate would repeal that claufe, by which the 
bifhops are bound to let their lands at half value. 
The reafons for the rife of value in lands, are 
of two kinds. Of the firft kind, are, long peace 
and fettlement after the devaftations of war; 
plantations, improvements of bad foil, recovery 
of bogs and marines, advancement of trade and 
manufactures, increafe of inhabitants, encourage- 
ment of agriculture, and the like. 

But there is another reafon for the rife of land,, 
more gradual, conftant and certain ; which will 
have its effects in countries, that are very far from 
flouriihing in any of the advantages I have juft 
mentioned : I mean, the perpetual decreafe in the 
value of gold and Jtlver. I (ball difcourfe upon 
thefe two different kinds, with a view towards the 
bill now attempted. 

As to the firft : I cannot. fee how this kingdom 
is at any height of improvement, while four 

parts 
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parts in five of the plantations, for 30 years paft, 
have been real di (improvements ; nine in ten of 
the quickfet-bedges being ruined for want of care 
or (kill. And as to the foreft-trees, they being 
often taken out of woods, and planted in Gngie 
rows on the tops of ditches, it is impoffible they 
fhould grow to be of ufe, beauty, or fhelter. Nei- 
ther can it be faid, that the foil of Ireland is im- 
proved to its full height, while fo much lies all 
winter under water, and the hogs made almoft 
defperate, by the ill cutting of the turf. There 
hath, indeed, been feme little improvement in the 
manufactures of linen and woollen, although very 
fhort of perfection j but our trade was never in A> 
low a condition: and as to agriculture, of which 
all wife nations have been fo tender, the defla- 
tion made in the* country, by ehjrroffing graders, 
and the great yearly importation of corn frdrh 
England, are lamentable inftances under tthgt 
difcourageraent it lies*, 

But* notwitiftandmg aH tbefe mortifications, I 
fuppofe there is .no iweH-wifllex to his^dHtltfjr 
without a little hope, that in time the kiftgdom 
may be on a better foot in feme of the articles a- 
bove mentioned. But it would be hard, if eccle- 
fiaftical bodies fhould be the only perfons exclud- 
' ed from any fhare in public advantages, which 
yet can never happen, without a greater fhare of 
profit to their tenants : if God fends rain equally 
upon the juji and the unjufl^ why fhould thofe, who 
wait at his altars, and are inftru&ors of the peo- 
ple* 
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pic, be cut off from partaking in the general be- 
nefits of law or of nature ? 

But, as this way of reafoning may feem to bear 
a more favourable eye to the clergy, than per- 
haps will fuit with the prefent difpofition or fa- 
(hion of the age 5 I fhall therefore dwell more 
largely upon the fecond reafon for the rife of 
land, which is the perpetual decreafe of the value of 
gold andjilver. 

This may be obferved from the courfe of the 
Roman hiftory, above two thoufand years before 
thofe inexhauftihle filver mines of Fotofi were 
known. The value ot an obolus> and of every o- 
ther coin, between the time of Romulus and that 
of Auguftus, gradually funk above five parts in 
fix, as appears by feveral pafiages out of the beft 
authors. And yet, the prodigious wealth of that 
Hate did not arife from the encreafe of bullion in 
the world, by the difcovery of new mines, 
but from a much more accidental caufe, which 
was the fpreading of their conqueft, and thereby 
importing into Rome and Italy, the riches of the 
eajl and ivejl. 

When the feat of empire was removed to Con* 
ftantinople, the tide of money flowed that way, 
without ever returning ; and was fcattered in Afia. 
But when that mighty empire was overthrown by 
the northern people, fuch a flop was put to all 
trade and commerce, that vaft funis of money 
were buried, to efcape the plundering of the con- 
querors ; and what remained, was carried off by 
thofe ravagers. 

It 
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It were no difficult matter to compute the value 
of money in England during the Saxon reigns ; 
but the monkifh and other writers fince the con- 
queft, have put that matter in a clearer light, by 
the feveral accounts they have given us of the va- 
lue of corn and cattle in years of dearth and plen- 
ty. Every one knows, that king John's whole 
portion, before he came to the crown, was but 
five thoufand pounds, without a foot of land. 

I have likewife feen the fteward's accounts of 
an ancient noble family in England, written in La- 
tin between three and four hundred years ago, 
with the feveral prices of wine and victuals, to 
confirm my obfervations. 

I have been at the trouble of computing (as 
others have done) the different values of money 
for about four hundred years pad. Henry duke 
of Lancailer, who lived about that period, found- 
ed an hofpital in Leicefter, for a certain number 
of old men, charging his lands with a groat a 
week to each for their maintenance,, which is to 
this day duly paid them. In thofe times, a pen- 
ny was equal to ten pence halfpenny, and fome- 
what more than half a farthing in ours; which 
makes about eight ninths difference. 

This is plain alfo'from the old cuftom upon ma- 
ny cftates in England to let for leafes of lives, 
(renewable at pleafure) where the referved rent is 
ufually about twelve pence a pound, which then 
was near the half real value : and although the 
fines be not fixed, yet the landlord gets altogether 
not above three fhillings in the pound of the worth 

of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



the POWEH op BISHOPS. a4t 

•ofxhis land: and the tenants are fo wedded to 

this cuftom, that, if the owner ftrffer three lives 

to expire, none of them will take a leafe on other 

conditions ; or if he brings in a foreigner who 

will agree to pay a reafonable rent, the other te*« 

nants, by all manner of injuries, will make that 

foreigner fo uneafy, that he muft be forced tb 

tjait the farm ; as the late Earl of Bath felt, by 

the experience of above ten thoufand pounds loft. 

The gradual decreafe, for about two hundred 

years after, was not confiderable ; and therefore 

I do dot rely on the account given by fome hifto- 

rians, that Harry the feventh left behind him 

eighteen hundred thoufand pounds; for although 

the Weft-Indies were difcovered before his death, 

and although he had the beft talents and inftru- 

ments for exacting of money, ever pofiefled by any 

prince fince the time of Vefpafian (whom he re- 

fembled in many particulars) yet I conceive, that 

. in his days, the whole coin of England could 

hardly amount to fuch a fum. For in the reign 

of Philip and Mary, Sir ■ - Cockain of Derby- 

fhire, the beft houfe-keeper of his quality in the 

county, allowed his lady fifty pounds a year for 

maintaining the family, one pound a year wages 

to each fervant, and two pounds to the fteward ; 

as I was told by a perfon of quality, who had feefi 

the original account of his ceconomy. Now, this 

fum of fifty pounds, added to the advantages of 

a large domain, might be equal to about five 

hundred pounds a year at prefent, or fomewhat 

more than four fifths* 

Vol. IV. X The 
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The great plenty of filver in England began in 
queen Elizabeth's, reign, when Efiake and others 
took raft quantities of coin and bullion from the 
Spaniards, either upon their own American coafts, 
or in their return to Spain. However, fo much 
hath been imported annually from that time to 
this, that the value of money in England, and 
moft parts of Europe, is funk above one half with- 
in the fpace of one hundred years, notwithftan- 
ding the great export of filver for about eighty 
years paft to the Eaft-Indies, from whence it 
never returns. But gold not being liable to the 
fame accident, and by new difcoveries grown 
every day more plentiful, feems in danger of be- 
coming a drug. 

This hath been the progrefs of the value of mo- 
ney in former ages, and muft of neceffity conti- 
nue fo for the future, without fome new invafion 
of Goths and Vandals to deftroy law, property 
and religion, alter the very face of nature, and 
turn the world upfidc down. 

I muft repeat, that what I am to fay upon the 
fubje£fc, is intended only for the convi&ion of thofe 
among our own party , who are true lovers of the 
churchy and would be glad it mould continue in 
a tolerable degree of profperity to the end of the 
world. 

The church is fuppofed to laft for eref, both in 
its difciplihe and do&rine, which is a privilege 
common to every petty corporation, who muft 
likewife obferve the laws of their foundation. If 
a gentleman's eftate, which now yields him a 

thoufand 
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thoufand pounds a year, had been fet for ever at 

the higheft value, even in the flouriftiing days of 

king Charles the fecond, would it now amount to 

above four or five hundred at moil? What if this 

hod happened two or three hundred years ago * 

would the referved rent at this day be any more 

than a frnall chiefry ? Suppofe the revenues of a 

bifhop to have been under the fame circumftances 5* 

could he now be able to perform works of hofpi- 

tality and charity ? Thus, if the revenues of a 

biihop be limited to a thoufand pounds a year ; 

how wiH bis fucccflbr be in a condition to fupport 

his ftation with decency, when the fame deno«* 

mination of money fliall not anfwer an half, a 

quarter, or an eighth part of that fum ? which 

njmft unavoidably be the confequence of any bill 

to elude the limiting aft, whereby the church was. 

preferred from utter ruin. 

Hie fame reafbn holds good in all corporations 
whatfoever, who cannot follow a more pernicious 
pra&ice than that of granting perpetuities, for 
which many of thqn fmart to this day ; although 
the leaders among them are often & ftupid as not 
to perceive it, or fometimes fo knavifh as to find 
their private account in cheating the community. 
Several colleges in Oxford were aware of this 
growing evil about an hundred years ago j and in- 
ftead of limiting their rents to a certain fum of mo- 
ney, prevailed with their tenants to pay the price of 
fo many barrels of corn, to be valued as the market 
went at two feafons (as I remember) in the year. 
For a barrel of corn is of a real intrinfic value* 
X z which 
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which gold and filver are not : and by this inven- 
tion, thefe colleges have preferved a tolerable fub- 
fiftence for their fellows and ftudents to this day. 

The prefent bifhops will indeed be no fufferers. 
by fuch a bill; becaufe, their ages confidered, they 
cannot expeft to fee any great decreafe in the 
value of money; or at woift they can make it up 
in the fines, which will probably be greater than 
ufual upon the change of leafes into fee-farms or 
lives ; or without the power of obliging their 
tenants to a real half value. And, as I cannot 
well blame them for taking fuch advantages (con* 
fidering the nature of human kind) when the 
queftion is only, whether the money (hall be put 
into their own, or another man's pocket : fo they 
will never be excufable before God or man, if they 
do not, to their death, oppofe, declare, and proteft 
againft any fuch bill, as muft in its confequences 
complete the ruin of the church, and of their own 
order in this kingdom. 

If the fortune of a private perfon be diminifhed 
by the weaknefs or inadvertency of his ancestors, 
in letting leafes for ever at low rents, the world 
lies open to his induftry for purcbafing of more.* 
but the church is barred by a dead hand; or, if it 
were otherwife, yet the cuftom. of making be- 
quefts to it, bath been out of pra&ice for almoft 
two hundred years, and a great deal diw&ly con* 
tmry hath been its fortune. 

I. have been aflured by a. perfon of fome confe- 
quence, to whom I am likewife obliged for the 
accoiuu of fQOie oihejr fa&s already related, that 

tbfi: 
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the late f bifhop of Salifbury (the greateft whig 
of that bench in his days) confeffed to him, that 
the liberty, which biihops inEnglandhave of letting 
leafes for lives, would, in his opinion, be one day 
the ruin of epifcopacy there; and thought the 
church in this kingdom happy by the limita- 
tion *8t. 

And have we not already found the effect of 
this different proceeding in both kingdoms ? Have 
not two Engjilh prelates quitted their peerage and : i 
feats in parliament, in a nation of freedom, for the 
fake of a more ample revenue even in this unhap- 
py kingdom, rather than lie under the mortifica- 
tion of living below their dignity at home? for 
.which, however, they cannot be juftly cenfured. 
1 know indeed fome perfons, who offer, as an ar- 
gument for repealing the limiting bill, that it 
may in. future ages prevent the practice of pro- 
viding this kingdom with bifliops from England,, 
when the only temptation will be removed. And 
they alledge, that, as- things have gone for fome 
years part, gentlemen will grow difcouraged from: 
fending their fons to the univerfity, and from* 
fuffering them to enter into holy orders, when; 
they are likely to languifh under a curacy or fmall 
vicarage to the end of their lives :. but this is all 
a vain imagination ; for the decreafe in the value 
of money will equally affeifc both kingdoms :.and 
befides, when bifhoprics here grow too fmall to» 
invite over men of credit and confequence,. they 
will be left more fully to the difpofal of a chief/ 
X £ governor,, 

JvDr.Bwrnet; 
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governor, who can never fail of fome worthIe/5^ 
illiterate chaplain, fond of a title and precedence- 
Thus will that whole bench, in an age or two, be 
compofed of mean, ignorant, fawning gownmen, 
humble fuppliants and dependents upon the court 
for a morfel of bread, and ready to ferve every 
turn that (hall be demanded from them, in hopes 
of getting fome commendatn tacked to their fees \ 
which muft then be the trade, as it is now too- 
much in England, to the great difcouragement of 
tne inferior clergy. Neither is that pra&ice with- 
out example among us. 

It is now about eighty-five years fincethe paf- 
fing of that limiting ad, and there is but one in- 
stance in the memory of man, of a bifhop's leafe 
fcroken, upon the plea of not being ftatutable ; 
which, in every body's opinion, could liave been 
loft by no other perfon than he, who was then te- 
nant, and happened to be very ungracious in his. 
county. In the prefent f bifhop of Meath*scafe, that 
plea did not avail, although the leafe were notori- 
oufly unftatutablc ; the rent referved,being,as I have 
been told, not a feventh part of the real value; yet 
the jury, upon their oaths, very gravely found it to- 
be according to the ftatute ; and one of them was 
heard to fay, that he would eat hisjhoes^ before he 
would give a verdi& for the bifhop. A very few 
more have made the fame attempt, with as little 
fuccefs. Every bifhop and other ecclefiaftical body 
reckon forty pounds in an hundred to be a reafon- 
ablc half value •, or if it be only a third part, it 

feldca* 
J Dr. Eyans, a WclAmao* 
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feldom or never breeds any difference between 
landlord and tenant. But when the rent is from 
five to nine or ten parts lefs than the worth, 
the bHbop, if he confuks the good of his fee, will 
be apt to expoftulate ; and the tenant, if he be 
an boned man, will have fome regard to the 
reafonaolenefs and juftice of the demand, fo as to 
yield to a moderate advancement, rather than 
engage in a fuit, where law and equity are dired- 
fy again ft him. By thefe means, the bifliops have 
been fo true to their trufts, as to procure fome 
feiall (hare in the advancement of rents ; although* 
it be notorious, that they do not receive the third 
penny (fines included) of the real value of their 
lands throughout the kingdom. 

I was never able to imagine what inconvenience 
could accrue to the public by one or two thoufand; 
pounds a year in the bands of a proteftant bifhop, 
any more than of a lay perfon *. The former,, 
generally fpeaking, liveth as pioufly and hofpita- 
bly as the other 5 pays his debts as honeftly, and 
fpends as much of his revenue among his tenants : 
befides, if they be his immediate tenants, you 
may dtftinguifh them at firft fight by their habits 
and horfes ; or, if you go to their houfes, by their 
comfortable way of living. But the misfortune 
is, that fuch immediate tenants, generally fpeak- 
ing, have others under them, and fo a third and 
fourth in fubordination, till it comes to the wet- 

der 

• This part of the paragraph is to be applied to the period 
when the whole was written, which was jq. I7*2> wjicn jcyetafc 
ff queen Anne's bifliops w«rc living.. 
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der (as they call him) who fits at a rack-rent, and 
lives as miferable as an Irifrt farmer upon a new 
leafe from a lay landlord. But fuppofe a bifhop 
happens to be avaricious, (as being compofed of 
the fame fluff with other men) the confequence to 
the public is no worfe than if he were a 'fquira; 
for he leaves his fortune to his fon or near rela- 
tion, who, if he be rich enough, will never think 
of entering into the church. 

And as there can be no disadvantage to the 
public, in a proteftant country, that a man fhould 
hold lands as a bijhop^ any more than if he were 
a, temporal perfon y fb it is of great advantage to 
the community, where a bifhop lives as he ought 
to do. He is bound in confcience to refide in 
his diocefe, and hy a folemn.promife to keep hof- 
pitality : his eftate is fpent in the kingdom, not 
remitted to England : he keeps the clergy to their 
duty, and is an example of virtue both to them 
and the people. Suppofe him an ill man ; yet 
his very character will withhold him from any 
great or open exorbitances. But in fa£t it mufl be 
allowed, that fome bifhopsof this kingdom„within 
twenty years part, have done very fignal and lading 
a£ls of public charity \ great inflances whereof 
are the * late and f prefent primate, and the 
Lord \ Archbifhop of Dublin that now is, who 
hath left memorials of his bounty in many parts 
of his province. I might add the bifhop of § 
Raphoe, and feveral others : not forgetting the 
late dean of Down, Dr. Pratt, who beftowed: 

one- 
*Ik..Marfo. f, Dr. Liad%. JDr.-King. ^Dx.Jofkr.. 
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one thoufand pounds upon the univerfity ; which 
foundation (that I may obferve by the way) if the 
bill propofed (hould pafs, would be in the fame 
circumftances with thebifhops, nor ever able again 
to advance the ftipends of the fellows and ftudents, 
as lately they found it neceflary to do ; the de- 
terminate fum appointed by the ftatute for com- 
mons, being not half fufficient, by the fall of mo- 
ney, ro afford neceflary fuftenance. But the par- 
ting of fuch a bill muft put an end to all ecclefi- 
aftical beneficence for the time to come ; and 
whether this will be fupplied by thofe who are to* 
reap the benefit, better than it hath been done by* 
the grantees of impropriate tythes, who received 
them upon the old church conditions of keeping: 
hofpitality, it will be eafy to conje&ure. 

To alledge, that paffing fuch a bill would be a 
good encouragement to improve bifhops lands,. % 
is a great error. Is it not the ^general method of 
landlords, to wait the expiration of a leafe, and' 
then cant their lands to the hjgheft bidder ? And 
what £hould hinder the fame courfe to be taken 
in church leafes, when the limitation is removed* 
of paying half the real value to the bifhop ? In rid- 
ing through the country,how few improvements do 
we fee upon the eftates of laymen, farther thaa 
about their own domains ? To (ay the truth, it is 
a great misfortune, as well to the public as to the 
bifhops themfelves, that their lands are generally 
ktto lords and great 'fquires, who in reafon were 
never defigned to be tenants ; and therefore may 
naturally murmur at the payment of rent, as a. # 

fubferviency; 
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fubferviency they were not born to. If the tenants 
to the church were honeft farmers, they would 
pay their fines and rents with chearfulnefs, im- 
prove, their lands, and thank God they were to 
give but a moderate half value for what they 
held. I have heard a man of a thoufand pounds 
a year talk with great contempt of bifhops leafes, 
as being on a worfe foot than the reft of his eftate; 
and he had certainly reafon : My anfwer was, that 
fuch leafes were originally intended only for 
the benefit of induftrious hutbandmen, who 
would think it a great blemng to be fo provided 
for, inftead of having his farm fcrewed up to the 
height, not eating one comfortable meal in a year, 
nor able to find (hoes for his children. 

I know not any advantage that can accrue by 
fuch abill, except the preventing of perjury in jury- 
men, and falfe dealing in tenants ; which is a reme- 
dy Kke that of giving my money to an highway- 
man, before he attempts to take it by force ; and 
f& I fhaH be fure to prevent the fin of robbery. 

I had wrote thus far, and thought to have 
made an end 5 when a bookieller fent me a fmaH 
pamphlet, entitled, The cafe of the Iahy> with feme 
queries ; full of the ftrongeft malice againft the 
clergy, that I have any where met with fince the 
reign of Toland, and others of that tribe. Thefe 
kind of advocates do infinite mifchief to our 
000 d cause, by giving grounds to the unjuft re- 
proaches of Tories and Jacobites, who 
charge us with being enemies to the church. If 
\ bear an hearty unfeigned loyalty to his majefty 

king, 
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king GEORGE and the houfe erf Hanover, not 
ihaken in the lead by the hardfhips we lie under, 
which never can be imputable to fo gracious a 
prince ; if I fincerely abjure the Pretender % and 
all popijb fuccejfbrs ; if I bear a due veneration to 
the glorious memory of the late king WILLIAM, 
who preferred thefe kingdoms from popery and 
Jlaveryvrith the expence of his blood, and hazard 
of his life ; and laftly, if I am for a proper in- 
dulgence to all d(ffenters $ I think nothing more 
can be reafonably demanded of me as a Whig, 
and that my political catechifm is full and com- 
plete. But whoever, under the fhelter of that par- 
ty denomination, and of many great profeffions 
of loyalty, would deftfoy, or undermine, or injure 
the church eftablifhed ; I utterly duown him, and 
think he ought to choofe another name of diftinc- 
tion for himfelf and his adherents. I came into 
the caufe upon other principles, which, by the 
grace of God, I mean to preferve as long as I live. 
Shall we juftify the accufations of our adverfaries? 
Hoc Ithacus velit. The Tories and Jacobites will 
behold us, with a malicious pleafure, determined 
upon the ruin of our friends. For is not the pre- 
fent fet of bifhops almoft entirely of that number, 
as well as the great majority of the principal clergy ? 
And a fhort time will reduce the whole by vacan- 
cies upon death. 

An impartial reader, if he pleafes to examine 
what I have already faid,will eafily anfwer the bold 
queries in the pamphlet I mentioned ; he will be 
convinced, that the reafcnjiilljlrongly exi/is, for 

which 
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which that limiting law was enafted. A reafonat>fc 
man will wonder, where can be the infufferable 
grievance, that an eccleftajiical landlord fhould ex- 
pert a moderate or a third part value in rent for 
his lands, when his title is at leqfi as ancien t 
and as legal as that of a layman 5 who is yet but 
feldom guilty of giving fuch beneficial bargains. 
Has the nation been thrown into confufion ? And 
have many poor families been ruined by rack-rents 
paid for the lands of the church ? does the na- 
tion cry out to have a law that mult in time fend 
their bimops a-begging ? But God be thanked, 
the clamours of enemies to the church, is not yet 
the cry, and I hope will never prove the voice of 
the nation. The clergy, I conceive, will hardly 
allow that the people maintain them, any more 
than in the fenfe that all landlords whatfoever 
are maintained by the people. Such aflertions as 
thefe, and the infinuations they carry along with 
them, proceed from principles which cannot be 
avowed by thofe, who are for preferving the hap- 
py conjlitution in church and Jlate. Whoever were 
the propofers of fuch queries, it might have pro- 
voked a bold writer to retaliate, perhaps with , 
morejuftice than prudence, by (hewing at whole 
door the grievance lies, and that the bifhops at 
leajl are not to anfwer for the poverty of tenants. 
To gratify this great reformer, who enlarges 
the epifcopal rent-roll aimoft one s half, let me fup- 
pofe that all the church lands in- the kingdom 
were thrown up to the laity ; would the tenants 
in fuch a cafe fit eafier in their rents than they 

do 
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. do now ? Or, wbuld the money be equally fpent 
in. the kingdom? No 5 the farmer would be 
fcrewed up to the utmoft penny by the agents 
and ftewards of abfentees, and the revenues em- 
ployed in making a figure at London ; to which 
city a full third part of the whole income of Ire- 
land is annually returned, to anfwer that fingle 
article of maintenance for Iri(h landlords. 

Another of his quarrels is againft pluralities 
and non-refidence : as to the former, it is a word 
of ill- name, but not well underftood. The cler- 
gy having been dripped of the greateft part o£ 
their revenues, the glebes being generally loft, 
the tythes in the hands of laymen, the churches 
demoliflied, and the country depopulated ; in or- 
der to preferve a face of chriftianity y it was necef- 
fary to unite fmall vicarages fufficient to make a 
tolerable maintenance for a minifler. The profit 
of ten or a dozen of thefe unions feldom amounts 
to above eighty or an hundred pounds a year. 
If there be a very few dignitaries y whofe prefer- 
ments are perhaps more liable to this accufation, 
it is to be fuppofed, they may he favourites of the 
time ; or perfons of fuperior merit, for whom 
there hath ever been fome indulgence in all go- 
vernments. 

As to non-refidence, I believe there is no chrif- 
tian country upon earth, where the clergy have 
lefs to anfwer for upon that article. I am confi- 
dent there are not ten clergymen- in the kingdom, 
who, properly fpeaking, can b« termed non-reft- 
dents ; for furely we are not to reckon in that 

Vol,. IV. Y number 
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number thofe, who for want of glebes are forced 
to retire to the neareft neighbouring village for a 
cabin to put their heads in ; the leading man of 
the parifh, when he makes the greateft clamour, 
being lead difpofed to accommodate the mimfter 
with an acre of ground. And indeed, confider- 
ing the difficulties the clergy He under upon this 
head, it hath been frequent matter of wonder to 
me, how they are able to perform that part of 
their duty fo well as they do. 

There is a # noble author, who hath lately ad- 
drefled to the houfe of commons an excellent 
difcourfe for the encouragement of agriculture ; full 
of moft ufeful bints, which I hope that honour- 
able affembly will confider as they deferve. I 
am not a ftranger to his lordfliip ; and, except- 
ing in what relates to the church, there are few 
'perfons with whofe opinions I am better pleafed 
to agree ; and am therefore grieved when 1 find 
him charging the inconveniencies in the payment 
of tythes upon the clergy and their proBors. His 
lordfliip is above confidering a very known and 
vulgar truth, that the meaneft farmer hath all 
manner of advantages againft the mod powerful 
clergyman, by whom it is impoffible he can be 
wronged, although the minifter were ever fo evil 
difpofed ; the whole fyftem of teazing, perplexing, 
and defrauding the proclor, or his majler, being as 
well known to every ploughman, as the reaping or 
fowing of his corn, and much more artfully prac- 
tifed. Befides, the leading man in the parifh 

mull 
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fnuft have his tythes at his own fate, which is 
hardly ever above one quarter of the value. And 
I have heard it computed by many fkilful obferv- 
ers, whofe intereft was not concerned, that the 
clergy did not receive throughout the kingdom 
one half of what the laws have made their due. 

As to his lordfhip's difcontent againft the 
bijhops-court) I (hall not interpofe farther than in 
venturing my private opinion, that the clergy 
would be very glad to recover their juft dues by a 
morejbort, deci/ive, and compulfive method, than 
fuch a cramped and limited jurifdi&ion will allow. 
His lordfhip is not the only perfon difpofed to 
give the clergy the honour of being the file en- 
courages of all new improvements. If hops, 
hemp) fax, and twenty things more are to be 
planted, the clergy alone muft reward the induf- 
trious farmer by abatement of the tythe. What 
if the owner of nine parts in ten would pleafe to 
abate proportionally in his rent ioi dvefy aCf* 
thu* improved ? Would not a man juft dropt 
from the clouds, upon a full hearing, judge the 
demand to be at leaft as reafonable ? 

I believe no man will difpute his lordfhip's 
title to his eftate ; nor will I the jus divinum of 
tythes , which he mentions with fome emotion. I 
fuppofe the affirmative would be of little advan- 
tage to the clergy, for the fame reafon that a 
maxim in law haih more weight in the world, 
than an article of faith. And yet I think there 
may, be fuch a thing as facrilege ; becaufe it is 
frequently mentioned by Greek and Roman au* 
Y z thors, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



*$6 ARGUMENTS, &c. 

thors, as well as defcribed in holy writ. This I 
am fure of 5 that his lordfhip would at any time 
excufe a parliament for not concerning itfelf 
5n his properties without his own confent. 

The obfervations I have made upon his lord- 
Ihip's difcourfe, have not, I confefs, been altoge- 
' ther proper to my fubjeft : however, fince he 
hath been pleafed therein to offer fome propofals 
to the houfe of commons with relation to the 
clergy, I hope he will excufe me for differing 
from him ; which proceeds from his own principle, 
the defire of defending liberty vad property, that he 
hath fo ftrenuoufly and conftantly maintained. 

But the other writer openly declares for a law 
impowering the bifhops to fet fee-farms ; and 
fays, Whoever intimates, that they will deny their 
confent to fuch a reafonable* law, which the whole 
nation cries for, are enemies to them and the church. 
Whether this be his real opinion, or only a ftrain 
of mirth and irony, the matter is not much. 
However, my fentiments are fo dire&ly contrary 
to his, that, I think, whoever impartially reads 
and confiders what I have written upon this argu- 
ment, hath either no regard for the church efta- 
blifhed under the hierarchy of bifhops, or will ne- 
ver confent to any law, that fhall repeal or elude 
the limiting claufe relating to the real half value, 
contained in the act of parliament decimo Caroli, 
For the prefervation of the inheritance, rights, and pro- 
fits of lands belonging to the church, andperfons eccle- 
fajlical : which was grounded upon reafons, that 
-da flill, and mud for ever fubfift* 

oa. *i. 1723. , The 
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The PresbtteriansPlea of Merit in order 
to take off the Test, impartially examined* 

Written in. the year 1731. * 

\T7E have been told in the common news-pa- 

* * pers, that all attempts are to be made 
this feffion by the presbyteriatts and their abettors* 
for taking off the teft ; as a kind preparatory flep 
to make it go down fmoother in England. For 
if once their light would fo Jhine, the papifis, de- 
lighted with the blaze, would all come in and 
dance about it. This I take to be a prudent me- 
thod ; like that of a difcreet phyfician, who firft 
gives a new medicine to a dog, before he pre- 
scribes it to a human creature f. 

The 

* See a letter on the fubject, P. 209, of this volume ; which 
was reprinted in Ireland on the fame occafion that produced this, 
and the three following trails. 

f The author begins this tract in the true vein of wit and 

fpirit, by faying, " We have been told in the common news- 

* c papers, that all attempts are to be made this, feffion by the 
•• prejbyter'urns and their abettors, for taking off the tcft ; as a 
** kind of preparatory ftep to make it go down fmoother in 
« 4 England. For if once their fight -would Jo Jbint, the papifti^. 
" delighted with the blaze, would all come in and dance about 
•' it. This I take to be a prudent method ; like that of a dif- 
M creet phyfician, who firft gives a new medicine to a dog, be- 

** fore he prefcribes it to a human creature." 1 have quoted 

this fliort paflage for the ftyle, as well as the matter ; and I 
dare fay, even from hence you will be confirmed in one general' 
oblervation, that Swift maintains and conducts his metaphors 
and allufions, with a juftnefs particularly delicate and cxacl, and. 
without the lcaft ftifiuefs or affectation. I hare formerly men- 
X 3, tioncdl 
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The presbyterians have, ever Gnce the revolu- 
tion, directed their learned cafuifts to employ 
their pens on this fubjeft, by fhewing the merits 
and pretenfions, upon which they claim this 
jujlice, as founded upon the fervices they did to- 
wards the reftoration of king Charles the fecond, 
and at the revolution under the prince of Orange. 
\Vhich picas I take to be the mod lingular in 
their kind, that ever were offered in the face of 
the fun againft the mod glaring lights of truth, 
and againft a continuation of public fadls known 
to all Europe for twenty years together. I fhall 
therefore, impartially examine the merits and 
conduct of the pre/byterians upon thofe two great 
events-, and the pretenfions to favour, which. 
they challenge upon them. 

Soon after the reformation of the church in 
England under Edward the fixth, upon queer* 
Mary's fucceeding to the crown (who reftored 
popery J many protejiants fled out of England ta 
efcape the perfecution raifed againft the churchy 
as her brother had left it eftablifhed. Some of 
thefe exiles went to Geneva ; which city bad re- 
ceived the doftrine of Calvin, and rejected the 
government of bifhopa ; with many other refine- 
ments. Thefe Englifh exiles readily embraced 
the Geneva fyftem •, and having added further im- 
provements of their own, upon queen Mary's 

death 
tioned in what degree of contempt and hatred he held the Di£- 
fenters, efpecially the prefbyterians [above, p. aio.J and I need 
only add, that as this pamphlet was written for the meridian of 
Ireland, it ought -to have been placed with the other tra&s-on the 
fame fubject, Oi rery.— And fo it is placed in this edition. 



* Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PLEA of MERIT. 



259 



death returned to England ; where they preached 
up their new opinions, inveighing bitterly againft 
epifcopacy, and all rites and ceremonies, however 
innocent and antient in the church : building up- 
on this foundation ; to run as far as poffible 
from popery, even in the rnoft minute and indiffe- 
rent circumflances. This fa&ion, under the 
name of puritan, became very turbulent during 
the whole reign of queen Elizabeth, and were al- 
ways difcouraged by that wife queen, as well as 
by her two fucceffbrs. However, their numbers 
as well as their infolence and perverfenefs fo far 
increafed, that foon after the death of king 
James the firft, many inftanccs of their petulancy 
and fcurrility are to be ken in their pamphlets 
written for fome years after (which was a trade 
they began in the days of queen Elizabeth) par- 
ticularly with great rancour againft the bifhops* 
the habits, and the ceremonies : fuch were thofe 
fcurrilous libels under the title of Martin Map- 
prelate, and feveral others. And although the 
Earl of Clarendon tells us, until the year 1640 
(as I remember) the kingdom was in a ftate of 
perfect peace and happinefs, without the leaft ap- 
pearance of thought or defign towards making 
any alterations in religion or government ; yet I 
have found, by often rummaging for old books in 
Little Britain and Ducklane, a great number of 
pamphlets printed from the year 1630 to 1640, 
full of as bold and impious railing expreffions a- 
gainft the. lawful power of the crown, and the 
order of bifliops, as ever were uttered during the 

rebellion, 
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rebellion, or the whole fubfequcnt tyranny of that 
fanatic anarchy. However, I find it manifefl, 
that puritamfm did not ere& kfelf into a new fc- 
parate fpecics of religion, till fome time after the 
rebellion began. For in the latter times of king 
James the firft, and the former part of his fon, 
there were feveral puritan bifhops, and many pu<- 
titan private clergymen \ while people went, as 
their inclinations led them, to hear preachers of 
each party in the parifh churches 5 for the puritan 
clergy had received epifcopal orders as well as the 
reft. But foon after the rebellion broke out, the 
term puritan gradually dropt, and that of pref- 
byterian fucceeded \ which fe£k was m two or 
three years eftablHhed in all its forms, by what 
they called an ordinance of the lords and con> 
mons, without confulting tbe king, who was then 
at war againft his rebels. And from this period, 
the church continued under perfeeution, until 
monarchy was reftored in the year 1660. 

In a year or two after, we began to hear of a 
new party rifen, and growing in the parliament,, 
as well as the army, under the name of indepen- 
dent : it fpread, indeed, fomewhat more in the 
latter, but not equal with the pre/byterians % either 
in weight or number, until the very time the 
king was murdered. 

When the king, who was then a prifoner in 
the ifle of Wight, had made his laft conceffions 
for a peace to the commiflioners of the parlia- 
ment, who attended him there ; upon their re- 
turn to London, they reported his majefty's a»- 

£wcr 
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fwer in the houfe. Whereupon a number of 
moderate members, who, as Ludlow fays, had 
fecured their own terms with that prince, ma^ 
naged with fo much art, as to obtain a majority 
in a thin houfe for palling a vote, That the king's 
conceffiom were a ground for a future fettlement. 
But the great officers of the army joining with . 
the difcontented members, came to a refolution 
of excluding all thofe who had confented to that 
vote ; which they executed in a military way. 
Ireton told Fairfax the general, a rigid pre/byte- 
rian 9 of this refolution ; who thereupon iflued his 
orders for drawing out the army the next morn- 
ing, and placing guards in Weftminfter-haH, the 
court of reque/fsf and the lobby ; who, in obedience 
to the genera], in conjunction with thofe mem- 
bers who had oppofed the vote, would let no mern- 
ber enter the houfe, except thofe of their own 
party. Upon which the queftion for bringing the 
king to juftice, was immediately put, and carried 
without oppofition, that I can find. Then an or- 
der was made for his trial ; the time and place 
appointed \ the judges named, of whom Fairfax 
himfelf was one; although, by the advice or 
threats of his wife, he declined fitting among 
them. However, by frefh orders under his own 
hand, which I have feen in print, he appointed 
guards to attend the judges at the trial, and to 
keep the city in quiet ; as he did like wife to pre- 
vent any oppofition from the people upon the day 
of execution. 

From what I have already deduced, it appears 

manifeft*, 
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manifeft, that the differences between thefe two 
feels, prejbyterian and independent, did not then a- 
mount to half fo much as what there is between 
a whig and tory at prefent among us. The de- 
fign of utterly extirpating monarchy and epifco- 
pacy, was equally the fame in both 5 evidently 
the confequence of the very fame principles, up- 
on which the prejbyterians alone began, continued, 
and would have ended in the fame events ; if, 
towards the conclufion, they had not been beard- 
ed by that new party, with whom they could not 
agree about dividing the fpoil. However, they 
held a good fhare of civil and military employ- 
ments during the whole time of the usurpation ; 
and their names, anions and preferments are fre- 
quent in the accounts of thofe times : For, I 
make no doubt, that all the prudent prejbyterians 
complied, in proper feafons falling in with the 
ftream \ and thereby got that fhajre in employ- 
ments, which many of them held till the reftora- 
tion, and perhaps, too many of them after. In 
the fame; manner, we find our wifeft tories in both 
kingdoms, upon the change of hands and meafures 
at the queen's death, have endeavoured, for feve- 
ral years, by due compliances, to recover the time 
they had loft by a temporary obftinacy ; wherein 
they have well Succeeded, according to tJieir de- 
grees of merit ; of whofe names I could here 
. make honourable mention, if I did not fear it 
might offend their modefty. As to what is al- 
ledged, that fome of the prejbyterians declared 0- 
penly againft the king's murder j I allow it to be 

true* 
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true. But, from what motives? No other can 
poflibly be affigned than perfeft f]pite, Tagc, and 
envy, to find themfelves wormed out of all power 
by a new infant fpawn of independents fprung 
from their own bowels. It is true, the differences 
in religibus tenets between them, are very few 
and trifling ; the thief quarrel, as far as I re- 
member, relating to congregational and national 
aflemblies. But, wherever intereft or power 
think fit to interfere, it little imports what prin- 
ciples the oppofite parties think fit to charge up- 
on each other ; for we fee at this day, that the 
tories arc more hated by the whole fet of zealous 
tvhigii than the very papifts themfelves \ and, in 
efFedfc, as much unqualified for the fmalleft of- 
fice ; although both thefe parties aflert themfelves 
to be of the fame religion, in all its branches of 
do&rine and difcipline ; and profefs the fame 
loyalty to the fame protejlant king and his heirs. 

If the reader would know what became of this 
independent party, upon whom all the mifchief is 
charged by their pre/byterian brethren, he may 
pleafe to obferve, that, during the whole ufurpa- 
tion, they contended, by degrees, with their pa- 
rent fe£b, and, as I have already faid, fhared in 
employments 5 and gradually, after the reftora- 
tion, mingled with-the mafs of prejbyterians ; ly- 
ing ever fince undiftinguilhed in the herd of 
dffinters. 

The presbyterian merit is of as little weight, 
when they alledge themfelves inftrumental to- 
wards the king's reftoration. The kingdom grew 

tired 
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tired with thofe ridiculous models of govern- 
ment 9 firft by a houfe of lords and commons, 
without a king ; then without bifhops ; after- 
wards by a rump # and lords temporal ; then by 
a rump alone ; next by a (ingle perfon for life, 
in conjunction with a council -, by agitators ; by 
major-generals; by a new kind* of reprefenta- 
tives from the three kingdoms ; by the keepers of 
the liberties of England ; with other fchemes 
that have flipped out of my memory. Cromwell 
was dead *, his fon Richard, a weak ignorant 
wretch, who gave up his monarchy, much in the 
fame manner with the two ufurping kings of 
Brentford ; f the people harafled with taxes, and 
other oppreflions. The king's party, then called 
the Cavaliers, began to recover their fpirits. 
The few nobility fcattered through the kingdom, 
who lived in a moft retired manner, obferving 
the confufion of things, could no longer endure 
to be ridden by bakers, cobiers, brewers, and the 
like, at the head of armies, and plundering every 
where like French dragoons. The rump affem- 
bly grew defpieable to thofe who had raifed them : 
the city of London, exhaufted by almofl twenty 
years contributing to their own ruin, declared a- 
gainft them. The rump f after many deaths and 
refurre&ions, was, in the moft contemptuous 
manner, kicked out, and burnt in effigy. The 

excluded 

* This name was given to that part of the houfe of commons 
which remained after the moderate men had been expelled by 
military force. Hawkef. 

f In the Rehearfal. Htvihf* 
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excluded members were let in ; a free parliament 
called, in as legal a manner as the times would 
allow ; and the king teftofed. 
- The fecond claim of preshyterian merit, ifc 
founded upon their fervices againft the dangerous 
defigns of king James the Second; while that 
prince was u fin g all his endeavours to introduce 
pdpery, which he openly profefTed upon, his com- 
ing to the crown : to this they add their eminent 
fervices at the revolution under the prince of CD- 
Tan ge. 

Now, the quantum of preshyterian merit, during 
the four years reign of that weak, bigotted, and 
ill-advifed prince, as well as ; at the time of the 
revolution, will eafily be computed, by a recourfe 
to a great number of hiftories, pamphlets and 
public papers, printed in thofe times, and fome 
afterwards ; befides the verbal teftimonies o£ 
many perfons yet alive, who are old enough to 
nave known and obferved the diffenters conduit 
in that critical period. 

It is agreed, that upon king Charles the fe- 
cond's death, foon after his fucceflbr had public- 
ly owned himfelf a Roman catholic^ he began 
with his firft carefles to the church party 5 from 
whom having received very cold, difcouraging 
anfwers, he applied to the prejbyterian leaders and 
teachers : being advifed by his priefts and popijh 
courtiers, that thefafeft method towards introdu- 
cing his own religion, would be by taking off the 
facramental tejl y and giving a full liberty of con- 
fcience to all religions, (I fuppofe that profefled 
Vet. IV, Z chriftianity.) 
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chriftianity.) It fecms that the prejhyteriams in tht 
later years of king Charles the fecond, upon, 
account of certain plots (allowed by biftop Bur- 
net to be genuine) had been for a fhort time for- 
bid to hold their conventicles. Whereupon thefe 
charitable Chriftians, out of perfeA refentment 
<againft the church, received the gracious offers 
of king James with the ftrongeft profeffions of 
loyalty, and higheft acknowledgements for his 
favour. I have fecn feveral of their addrefles* 
full of thanks and praifes, with bitter infinua* 
tions of what they had fuffered ; putting them- 
felves and the pap'tjis upon the fame foot, as fel- 
low-fufferers for confcieiice ; and with the ftile of 
our brethren the Roman catholics. About this time 
began the project of chfeting (which hath fince 
been pra&ifed many times with more art and 
fuccefs) where the principal gentlemen of the 
kingdom were privately catechifed by his majefty, 
to know whether, if a new parliament were call- 
ed, they would agree to pafs an a£t for repealing 
the facramentalt ejl 9 and eftablifhing a general li- 
berty of confcience. But he received fo little en- 
couragement, that, defpairing of fuccefs, he had 
recourfe to his difpenfing power, which the judges 
had determined to be part of his prerogative. 
By colour of this determination, he preferred fe- 
veral presbyterians, and many papijls, to civil and 
military employments. "While the king was thus 
bulled, it is well known that monfieur Fagel, 
the Dutch envoy in London, delivered the opi- 
nion of the prince and princefc of Orange con- 
cerning 
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cerning the repeal of the teft : whereof the king 
had fent an account to their highneffes, to know 
how far they approved of it. The fubftance o£ 
their anfwer, as. reported by Fagel, was this, that 
their highnejfes thought very well of a liberty §f con- 
Jkience ; hut by no means of giving employments to 
any other perfins than thofe who were of the national 
church. This opinion was confirmed by feveral 
reafons : I cannot be more particular, not having 
the paper by me, although it hath been printed 
m many accounts of thofe times. And thus 
much every moderate churchman would perhaps 
fubmit to : but to truft any part of the civil power 
in the hands of thofe, whofe interefl, inclination* 
Cpnfctence, and former pra&ices, have been whol- 
ly turned to introduce a different fyftem of reli- 
gion and government, hath very few examples 
in any chriflian ftate \ nor any at all in Holland* 
the great patronefs of univerfal toleration. 

Upon the firfl intelligence king James received 
of an intended invafion by the prince of Orange* 
among great numbers of papijk to increafe his 
- troops he gave com miffions tofcverzlpresbyterians; 
fome of whom had been officers under the rump : 
and particularly be placed one Richards, a noted 
presbyterian, at the head of a regiment, who had 
been governor of Wexford in Cromwell's time* 
and is often mentioned by Ludiow in his Me- 
moirs. This regiment was raifed in England 
againft the prince of Orange : the colonel made 
his fon a captain, whom I knew, and who was 
as zealous a presbyterian as his father. However,, 
Zz at 
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at the time of the prince's landing, the father* 
eafily foreseeing how things would go, went over 
Kke many others to the prince, who continued 
him in his regiment ; but coming over a year or 
two after, to aflift in raifing the fiege of Derry, 
he behaved himfelf fo like either a coward or a 
traitor, that his regiment was taken from him. 

I will now confider the condutt of the church 
party during the whole reign of that unfortunate 
king. They were fo unanimous again ft promi- 
fhig to pafs an a& for repealing the teft, and efta- 
blifbing a general liberty of confeience, that the 
iftng durft not truft a parliament * but, encoura- 
ged by the prof eflions of loyalty given him by his 
presbyterian friends, went on with his difpenfing 
power. 

.- The church clergy at that time are allowed to 
have written the beft colle£Hon of tra£ls again ft 
popery, that ever appeared in England j which are 
jto this day in the higheft efteem. But upon the 
firi&eft enquiry, I could never hear of above one 
Or twp papers publifhed by the pr^sbyteriqns, at that 
time, upon the fame fubjedh Seven great prelates 
(he of Canterbury among the reft) were fent to 
the tower for prefenting a petition, wherein 
they delired to be excufed in not obeying an ille- 
gal command from the king. The biihop of Lon- 
don, Dr. Compton^was fummoaed to a nfwer be- 
fore the commiflioners for ecclefiaftical affairs, for 
not fufpending Dr. Sharp (afterwards Archbifliop 
of York) by the king's command. If the />/-$£■ 
byteriam exprefled the fame zeal upon any occa- 

fion A 
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fion, the inftances of it are not, as I can find, 
left upon record, or tranfmitted by tradition* 
The proceedings againft Magdalen college in Ox- 
ford, for refuting to comply with the king's man- 
date for admitting a profefled papifl upon their 
foundation, are a (landing proof of the courage 
and firmnefs in religion fhown by that learned 
fociety, to the ruin of their fortunes. The pre/- 
byterians know very well, that, I could produce 
many more inftances of the fame kind. But thefe 
are enough, in fo fhort a paper as I intend at pre- 
fent. 

It is indeed very true, that after king William 
was fettled on the Englifh throne, the presbyterians 
began to appear, and offer their credentials, and 
demand favour : and the new king having been 
originally bred a Calvimft, was defirous enough to. 
make them eafy (if that would do it) by a legal 
toleration \ although in his heart he never bore 
much affe£tion to that feft ; nor defigned to fa- 
vour them farther than as it flood with the pre- 
fent fcheme of politics ; as I have long fince been? 
affured by the greateft men of whig principles at 
that time in. England* 

It is likewife, true,. nor will it be denied, that 
when the king was poflefled of the Englifli crown,, 
and the remainder of the quarrel was left to be 
decided in this kingdom ; the presbyterians wifely 
chofe to join with the proteftant army, rather thai* 
with that of king James their old friend, whole: 
affairs were then in a manner defperate. They 
were, wife enough to know, that this kingdqm„ 
Z-i dividedl 
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divided againft itfelf, could never prevail againft 
the united power of England. They fought pro 
oris et facts ; for their eilates and religion : which 
latter will never fuffer fo much by the church of 
England, as by that of Rome, where they are 
counted heretics as well as we : and confequent- 
ly they have no other game to play. But what 
merit they can build upon having joined with a 
proteftant army, under a king they acknowledged, . 
to defend their own liberties and properties a* 
gainft a popijb enemy under an abdicated king,, 
is, I confefs, to me abfolutely inconceivable ; ancfc 
I believe wilt equally he fb for ever to any rea- 
sonable man. 

When thefe fe&aries were fcveral years ago> 
making the feme attempt for aboliOiing the tenV 
many groundlefe reports were induftrioufly and' 
leafonably fprcad, of an invafion threatened by 
the preUnder on the north of Ireland. At which 
time the presbyterians in their phamphiets argued? 
in a menacing manner, that if the pretender 
ihould invade thofe parts of the kingdom, where 
the number$ and eftates of the difienters chiefly 
lay, they would fit ftill, and let us fight our o<w& 
battles ; fince they were to reap no advantage,, 
which ever fide mould be- vi&ors. If this were 
- the courfe they intended to take in fueh a cafe, 
I defire to know, how they could contrive fafeljr 
to (land neuters, otherwife than by a compaft 
with the pretender and his- army to fupport their 
neutrality, and proteft them againft the force* 
of the crown? This is a neceufyy fuppofition & 

becaufc 
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Vecaufe they muft otherwife have inevitably been 
*» prey to both. However, by this frank declara- 
tion, tbey fufficiently {hewed their good will, 
and confirmed the common charge laid at 
their door, That a Scottifh or northern pref~ 
byterian hates our epifcopal eftabliihed church 
more than popery itfelf. And the reafon for this* 
hatred is natural enough \ becaufe it is the church 
alone, that ftands in the way between them and* 
power ; which popery doth not. 

Upon this occafion I am in fome doubt, whe- 
ther the political fpreaders of thofe chimerical in*, 
vafions, made a judicious choice in fixing the: 
northern parts of Ireland for that romantic enter- 
prife. Nor canT well underftand the wifdom of 
the prejbyterians in countenancing and confirming: 
thofe reports ; becaufe, it feem* to caft a, moft; 
infamous reflection upon the loyalty and religious- 
principles of their whole body \ for if there had 
been any truth in the matter, the confequencfc 
muft have been allowed, that the pretender count- 
ed upon more.afliftanee from his father's friend* 
the presbyterians % by choofing to land in thofe vcrp 
parts, where their number, wealth and power 
moft prevailed, rather than among tfefe of his 
own religion. And therefore,, in charity to this 
feft, I rather incline to believe,, that thofe reports 
of an mvafion were formed and fpread by the 
race of fmall politicians, in order to do a feafon* 
able job. 

As to popery in general, which, for a thoufand 
years paft, hath been introducing and multiplying 

corruptions. 
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corruptions both in do&rine and difcipline ; I look 
tipon it to be the mofl abfurd fyftem of Chriftia- 
nity profefTed by any nation. But I cannot ap- 
prehend this kingdom to be much in danger from 
it. The eftates of papifls .are very few ; crumb- 
ling into parcels, and daily diminifhing; their 
common people are funk in poverty, ignorance 
and cowardice, and of as little confequence as 
women and children. Their nobility and gentry 
are at leafl one half ruined, banifhed, or convert- 
ed : they all foundly feel the fmart of what they 
fuffered in the laft lrifh war. Some of them arc 
aJ ready retired into foreign countries ; others, as 
I am told, intend to follow them ; and the refl* 
I believe, ta a man, who ftHl poflefs any lands, 
are abfolutely determined never to hazard them 
again, for the fake of eflablifhing their fuperfti- 
tion. If it hath been thought fit, as fome ob- 
fcrve, to abate of the law's rigour a gain ft popery 
in this kingdom, I am confident it was done for 
very wife reafons, confidering the fituation of af- 
fairs abroad at different times, and the intereft of 
the protejiant religion in general. And as I do 
not find the lead fault in this proceeding, fo I do 
not conceive, why a funk difcarded party, who 
neither exped-r. nor defire any thing more than a 
quiet life, Jhould, under the names of high-flyers^ 
Jacobites^ and many other vile appellations, be 
charged fo often in prints and at common tables, 
with endeavouring to introduce popery and the 
pretender ; while the papifls abhor them above all 
other men, on account of fcverities againft 

theis* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PLEA of JVIERIT. 273 

their priefts in her late majefty's reign, when the 
noiv dj/banded reprobate party was in power. This 
I was convinced of fome years ago, by a long 
journey into the fouthern parts ; where I had the 
curiofity to fend for many priefts of the parifhes 
I palTed through j and, to my great fatisfaclion, 
found them every where abounding in profeffions 
of loyalty to the late king George, for which they 
gave me the reafons above-mentioned : at the 
fame time, complaining bitterly of the hard (hips 
they fuffered under the Queen's laji mini/try. 

I return from this digreffion to the modeft de- 
mands of the pre/byterians for a repeal of the facra- 
mental teft, as a reward for their merits at the re- 
Jioration and the revolution ; which merits I have 
fairly reprefented, as well as my memory would 
allow me. If I have committed any miftakes, 
they mult be of little moment. The fa&s and 
principal circumftances are what I have obtained 
and digefted from reading the hiftories of thofe 
times written by each party 5 and many thoufands 
have done the fame as well as I, who, I am fure, 
have in their minds drawn the fame conclufions. 
This is the faction, and thefe the men, who 
are now refuming their applications, and giving 
in their bills of merit to both kingdoms upon two 
points, which, of all others, they have the Ieaft 
pretenfions to offer. I have collected the facts 
with all poffible impartiality, from the current 
hiftories of thofe times ; and have fhown, al- 
though very briefly, the gradual proceedings ef 
tboie fe&aries, under the denominations of purU 

taniy 
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tans, prejbperians and indepmdents, for about the 
fpace of an hundred and eighty years, from the 
beginning of queen Elizabeth to this prefent time. 
But notwithftanding all that can be faid, thefe 
very fchifmatics (for fucb they are in temporals 
as well as fpirituals) are now again expe&ing, fo- 
liciting and demanding (not without iniinuated 
threats, according to their cuftom) that the par- 
liament fhould fix them upon an equal foot with 
the churdh eftabliihed. I would fain know to 
what branch of the legiflature they can have the 
forehead to apply. Not to my lords the bifhops* 
who muft haivc often read how the predeceflbrs 
of this very fa£Hon, acting upon t]be fame 
principles, drove the whole bench out of' the 
houfe; who were then* and hitherto continue* 
one of the three eftates.: not to the temporal 
peers* the fecondof the three eftates-, who muft 
have heard, that immediately after thofe- rebellions 
fanatics, had mucdered their king, they voted a 
houfe of lords to be uieleip and dangerous, and 
would let tbem fit no longer, other wife than when 
elected as commoners : not to the houie of com* 
Dions ; who muft have heard, that in thofe fana- 
tic times the prejbyterian and independent com- 
manders in the army., by militacy power, expelled 
all the moderate meji out of the houfe, and left 
a rump to govern the nation : laftly, not to th$ 
Ciown ; which thofe very faints, deftined ta rule the 
tartbj trampled under their feet, and then, in cold 
blood, murdered the bleffcd wearer. 

But 
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But the feffion now approaching, and a clan of 
diflenting teachers being come up to town from 
their northern head-quarters, accompanied by 
many of their dders and agents, and fupported 
by a general contribution, to folicit their efta- 
blifhment, with a capacity of holding all military 
as well as civil employments, I think it high time 
that this paper mould fee the light. However, I 
cannot conclude without freely confeffing, that if 
the presbyterians fhouid obtain their ends, I could 
not be forry to find them miftaken in the point, 
■which they have moft at heart Jjy the repeal of 
the ttft ; I mean the benefit of employments. 
For, after all, what alTurance can a Scottifh north- 
ern difienter, born on lrifli ground hate, that he 
fhall be treated with as much favour as a TRUE 
SCOT born beyond the Tweed ? 

I am ready enough to believe, that all I have 
fatd will avail but little. I have the common ex- 
cufe of other men, when I think myfelf bound 
by all religious and civil ties, to difcharge my 
conscience, and to warn my countrymen upon this 
important occafion. It is true, the advocates for 
this fcheme promife a new world, afterthis blefied 
work fhall be completed ; that all animofity and 
] tfa&ion muft immediately drop ; that the only di- 
JUnction in this kingdom will then be of papift 
and proteftant ; for as to whig and tory, high church 
and low churchy yaeobite and Hanoverian, court 
and country party , EngHJh and Irijh interefls, dif~ 
/enters and conformijls, new light and old light, A- 
nabaptift and Independent , Quaker and Muggletoni- 

an : 
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an; they will all meet, and jumble together into 
a perfect harmony, at the feffions and aflizes, on 
the bench, and in the revenues ; and, upon the 
whole, in all civil and military trufts, not except- 
ing the great councils of the nation. For it is 
wifely argued thus : That a kingdom being no 
more than a larger knot of friends met together, 
it is againft the rules of good manners to fhut 
any perfon out of the company, except the papifts y 
w^o profefs themfelves of . another club. 

I am at a lofs to know, what arts the presbyte- 
rian feet intends to ufe, in convincing- the world 
of their loyalty to kingly government, which (long 
before the prevalence, or even the birth of their 
independent rivals) as foon as the king's forces were 
overcome, declared their principles to be againft 
monarchy, as well as epifcopacy and" the houfe 
of lords, even until the king was reftored : at 
which event, although they were forced to fub- 
mit to the prefent power, yet 1 have not heard, 
that they did ever to this day renounce any one 
principle by which their predeceflbrs then acted; 
yet this they have been challenged to do, or at 
lead to ftew that^ others have done it for them, 
by a certain * doctor, who, as I am told, hath 
much employed his pen in the like difputes. I 
own, they will be ready enough to infinuate them- 
felves into any government : but if they mean to 
be honeftand upright, they will, and muft endea- 
vour by all means which they fhall think lawful, 
to introduce and eftablifli their own fcheme of 

religion, 
* The late Dr. Tisdal, who died June 173$. 
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*eligk>n, as neareft approaching to the word of 
God, by cafting out aH fuperftitibus ceremonies, 
ecclefiaftical titles, habits, diftin&ions, and fupe* 
riorities, as rags of popery, in order to a thoraugh 
reformation ; and as in charity bound to promote 
the falvation of their countrymen, wifhing with 
St. Paul, that tfo who(e kingdom were as they are. 
But what aflurance will they pleafe to give, that, 
when their fe&fball become the national efta- 
blifhed worship, they will treat us dissenters 
< as we have treated them ? Was this their courfe • 
of proceeding during the dominion of the faints ? 
Were not all the remainders of the epifcopal 
church in thofe days, efpecially the clergy, under 
a perfecution for above a dozen years, equal to 
that of the primitive Chrifljans under -heathen 
emperors ? That this proceeding was fuitable to 
their principles,, is known enough ; for many of 
their preachers then writ books, exprefly againfl 
allowing any liberty of confcience in a religion 
different from their own ; producing many argu- 
ments to prove that opinion, and, among the reft, 
one frequently infifled on, That allowing fuch a 
liberty, would be, to ejldblijh iniquity by a law *. 
Many of thefe writings are yet to be feen ; and, 
I hear, have been quoted by the doctor above- 
mentioned. 

As to their great objection of proftituting that 

holy inftitution, the blefTed facrament, by way of 

a teft before admittance into any employment ; I 

Vol. IV. ' A a afk, 

* Sec many hundred quotations to prove this, in the trcatiie 
called, Scotch frejbjttrian Ehqucnct. 
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a(k, whether tfcey would not be Content to ffceeife 
it, tf/frr /A«V own manner, for the office of a judge* 
for that of a commiffioner in the revenue, for at 
regiment of horfe, or to be a lord juftiee* I be- 
Keve they would fcruple it as little* as a long 
grace before and after dirmer, which they can fay 
without betiding a knee; fbr as I have been told, 
their manner of taking bread and wine in their 
Conventicles, is performed with little more folem* 
nity than at their common meals. And there- 
fore, fince they look upon our pra&ice in receiv- 
in the elements to be idolatrous, they neither can, 
nor ought in corrfcience to allow us that liberty, 
otherwife than by donnivante, and a bare- tolera- 
tion, like what is permitted to the papijls. But 
hft ivejbou/d offend theni, I am ready tb change 
this teft for another ; although I am afraid, that 
fan&ified reaf6n is by no means the point where 
the difficulty pinches, and is only offered by pre- 
tended churchmen ; as if they could be content 
with our believing that the impiety and profana- 
tion of making the facrament a teft, were the only 
objection. I therefore propofe, that before the 
prefent law be repealed, another may be eria£fced, 
That no man fhall receive any employment, before 
he fwears himfelf to be a true member of the 
church of Ireland, in doctrine and difcipline, &c. . 
and that he will never frequent or communicate 
with any other form of worfhip. It (hall likewife 
be further ena&ed, that whoever offends, £sV. 
fhall be fined five hundred pounds, impriibned 
for a year and a day, and rendered incapable of 

all 
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all public tf ufl; % ever. Otherwise, I 4o infift, 
ihat th0f6Tp}eiHi > indulgent, external profeilbrs of 
0jur national: religion (hall either giye up that fal*. 
lacious hypocritical reafon for taking off the teft* 
or f feely co$fefs, that they defire to have a gate 
wide open for every ieft, withoutany teft at aU> 
£jxcept that of f wearing; loyalty to the king; 
ivb^ch, howevef, confidering their principles with 
regard to monarchy yet unrenounced, might, if 
they would pkafe to look <teep enough into their 
own heart*, piove a more bitter teft, tha* any o* 
$|*er tfeat *be Jaw ha*h ye/t invented. 

jfor from the firft <ipjg tbat; thefe fe&arie* ap* 
pgarol ia the world, it hath been always foun4 
hy their whole pfweedings, that they profeffed_ 
an utter hatred to kingly government. I can re* 
cpllccT: at prefent three civil eftablifhnaents* 
where Calvinifi6, mi fame other reformers who 
rejected epifiopaicfr poflefs the fupreme power; 
and thtfe are all republic*; I mean, Holland* 
Geneva, and the reformed Swift cantons. I do 
not fty this in diminution or difgracc to com* 
monweaUhs ; wherein I con-fefs 1 have much al* 
tered many opinions under which I was educat- 
ed, having been led by fome obfervation, long 
experience, and a thorough deteftation for the 
comipiiem$ of mankind : infomuch, that I am 
now. juftly liable to the ceniure of Hobbes, who 
complains, that the. youth of England imbibe ill 
opinions from reading the hiftories of ancient 
Greece and Rome, thofe renowned fcenes of li- 
bdrjfy and every virtue. 

A a 2 But 
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But as to monarch^, *ho muft be fuppofed 
well to ftudy and underftand tbeir own intereft; 
they will beft confider, whether thofe people, 
who in all their ac~ti6ns, preachings and writings, 
nave openly declared themfelves againft regal 
power, are to be fafely placed in an equal degree 
of favotif 'and truft with thofe, who have been al- 
ways found* the true and only frierids to the Eng- 
lifh eftablifhmerit. From which- confideration, 
I could have added one more article', to my new 
left, if I had thought it worth my*ime. 

I have been' allured by fornte perforis who were 
preferit^ tha£ feveral or" thefe diflTenting -teachers, 
upon their^rft arrival hithfer to folicit the repeal 
of the teft, were pleafed to exprefs their grati- 
tude, by publicly drinking the healths of certain 
eminent patrons, whom they pretend to have 
found among us. If this be true, and that the 
teft muft be delivered up by the very fuperiors ap- 
pointed A defend it i the affair is already in effect 
at an end. Wh at fecret reafons thofe patrons may 
havegiven for fuch a return of brotherly love, I 
(hall not enquire : for, O my foul \ come not thou in- 
to their fecret \ unto their affembly, mine honour, bt 
pot thou united. For in their anger they few a 
man y and in their fdf will they digged down a wall. 
Curftd be their anger, for it was- fierce -, and their 
wrath, for it was cruel. I will divide them in Ja- 
cob, andfeatter them in Ifrael. 
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The Advantages propofed by repealing the 
Sacramental Test, impartially confi- 
dered. 

Written in the year 173a. 

\T7 H O E V E R writes impartially upon this 
* * fubje&, muft do it not. only as a mere 
fecular man, but as one who is altogether indif- 
ferent to any particular fyftem of chriftianity- 
And I think, in whatever country that religion 
predominates, there is one certain form of wor- 
fhip and ceremony, which is looked upon as the 
eftablilhed ; and confequently, only the priefts of 
that particular form are maintained at the public 
charge ; and all qivil employments bellowed a- 
mong thofe, who comply (at leaft outwardly) 
with the fame efcablifhment. 

This method is ftri£Uy obferved, even by our 
neighbours the Dutch, who are confeflfed to al- 
low the fulled liberty of confeience of any chri- 
ftian ftate \ and yet are never known to admit 
any perfons into civil offices, who do not con- 
form to the legal worfhip. As to their military 
men, they are indeed not fo fcrupulous ; being 
by the nature of their government under a ne- 
ceflity of hiring foreign troops, of whatever reli- 
gious denomination, upon every great emergency, 
and maintaining no fmall number in time of 

peace* 

This caution, therefore, of making one cfla- 
Aaj blilhecl 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



182 The ADVANTAGES PROPOSED 

blifhed faith, feems to be univerfal, and founded 
upon the ftrongeft reafons ; the mi (taken or af- 
fected zeal of ofcftinacy and enthufiafm having: 
produced fuch a number of horrible deftructive 
events throughout all Chriftendom. For, who- 
ever begins to think- the national worihip is wrong 
in any important article of practice or belief^ 
will, if he he ferious, naturally have a zeal to 
make as^many profelytes as he can : and a nation 
may poffibly have an hundred different feels, with 
their leaders ; every one of which hath an equal 
light to plead, that they muft obey God rather than 
man ; muft cry aloud andfparc not / muft lift up 
their voice like a trumpet. 

This was the very cafe of England during the 
fanatic times. And againft all this, there feems 
to be no defence, but that of fupporting one e- 
ftablifhed form of doclrine and difcipline ; leav- 
ing the reft to a bare liberty of confidence, but 
without any maintenance or encouragement from 
the public. 

Wherever this national religion grows fo corrupt 
or is thought to do fo by a very great majority of 
landecf people joined to the governing party, 
whether prince or fenate, or both, it ought to be 
changed ; provided the work might be done 
without blood or confufion. Yet, whenevef fuch 
a change (hall be made, fome other eftabliftunenC 
muft fucceed, although for the worfe ; allowing 
all deviations* that would break the union-, to be 
only tolerated. In this fenfe, thofe who affirm 
that every law* which is contrary to the law of 

Got, 
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God, is *oid in itfelf, fee*& to be raiftaken : for 
many laws in popijh kingdoms and Jftates, many 
more among the Turks, and perhaps not a few in „ 
other, countries, are dire&ly againft the divine 
laws ; and yet, God knows, are very far from be- 
ing void in the executive part. 
, Thus for inflancc, if the three eftates of parlia- 
ment in England (whereof the lords fpiritual, 
who reprefent the churchy are one) mould agree 
and obtain the royal afTent to abolifh epifcopacy, 
together with the liturgy, and the whole frame of 
the Englifh church, as burthenfotne\ dangerous y and 
contrary to holy fcripture ; and that presbytery y ana- 
baptifnty quakerifmy independency, muggletuni(tmfm % 
hroivnifmyfamilifmy or any other fubdivided feft a- 
mong us, ihould be eftablifhed in its place, with- 
out queftion all peaceable fubjefts ought paflively 
to fubmit ; and the predominant feci muff be- 
come the religion* eftablifhed ; the public main- 
taining no other teachers not admitting any per- 
fons of a different religious profeflion into civil 
offices, at leaft if their intention be to preserve 
the nation in peace. - 

Suppofing then, that the prefent fyftem of 
religion were abolifhedj and presbytery^, which 
I find ftands the faireft, with its fynods and claf- 
fes, and all its forms and ceremonies eflential or 
circumftantial, were erefted into the national 
worfhip ; their teachers, and no others, could 
have any legal claim to be fupported at the public 
charge, whether by ftipenda or tythes, and only 

the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



28 4 The ADVANTAGES PROPOSED 

the reft of the fame faith to be capable of civil 
employments. 

If there be any true reafoning in what I have 
]*id down, it fhould feem that the project now 
in agitation for repealing the teft aft, and yet 
leaving the name of an eftablifhment to the pre- 
fent national church, is altogether inconfi (lent; 
and may admit of confequences, which thofe who 
are the mod indifferent to any religion at all, are 
poflibly not aware of. 

I prelume, whenever the tejl (hall be repealed,, 
which obliges all men, who enter into office un- 
der the crown, to receive the facrament according 
to the rites of the church of Ireland ; the way 
to employments will immediately be left open to 
all dijfenters (except papijls) whofe confciences. 
can fuffer them to take the common oaths in fuch 
cafes prefcribed ; after which, they are qualified 
to fill any lay-ftation in this kingdom, from that 
of chief governor to an excifc-roan. 

Thus,pf the three judges on each bench, the firft 
may be a prejbyterian % the fecond a free-will baptijly 
and the third a church-man\ the lord chancellor may 
be an independent * the revenues may be managed 
by feven commiflioners of as many different 
fe£ts ; and the like of all other employments : 
not to mention the ftrong probability, that the 
lawfulnefs of taking oaths may be revealed to the 
quakers, who then will ftand upon as good a foot 
for preferment, as any other loyal fubje£ls. It 
is obvious to imagine, under fuch a motley admi- 
niftration of affairs^ what a clafbing there will be 
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of interefl^and inclinations; whit p'ullings and 
hawlings backwards and forwards? what a zeal 
and bias' iff r each religionift to advance his own 
tribe, and- deprefs the others. For I fuppbfe no- 
thing will be readier granted, than that, how in- 
different foever rnoft men are in faith and morals, 
yet, whether out of artifice, natural complexion, 
or love of contradiftioh, none are more obftinate 
in maintaining their own' opinions, and worrying 
all who differ from them, fi than thofe who publicly 
(hew the leaft fenfe either df religion or common 
honefty. " " ' '. r 

" As to the latter, tiftiop Burnet tells us, that 
the presbyterians in the fanatie times profeflefd 
themfelves to be above morality 5 wbicfc, as we 
find in fome of their writings, was numbered 
among the beggarly elements j and accordingly, at 
this day, no fcruples of confidence with regard to 
conformity are in any trade or calling inconfi ftent 
with the greateft fraud, dppreffion, perjury, op 
any other vice. > 

This brings to my memory a paffage in Mon- 
taigne, of a common proftitute, who in theftorm- 
ing of a town, when a foldier came up to her 
chamber and offered violence to her chaftity, ra- 
ther chofe to venture her neck by leaping out of 
the window than fuffer a rape ; yet ftUl continued 
her trade of lewdnefs, while (he had any cufto- 
mers left. 

I confefs, that in my private judgement an 
unlimited permiflion of all feds whatsoever (ex- 
cept papijls) to enjoy employments, would be left 

pernicious 
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perpicioua tp the; -p viblic, titan a fair flfruggle be- 
tween two, contenders* hecaufe, jn the former 
caie, fuch a jumble of principles might poffibly 
have the cffe& -of contrary poifons mingled to- 
gether ; which a ftrong conftitutian might per* 
haps b$ *hle for fome time to furvive. 

But, however, I (hall take the other and more 
probable fuppofit^on, U?at this battle for employ*, 
ments h to be fought only between the pre(by* 
teri*n$ f and thofe of the church yet eftabli(he4# 
I (hall not en^r into the merits pf cither fide, by 
examining, which of the two is the better fpirU 
tua) ce^onomy, or "which is mod fuited tp our 
civil conflituticn : but the queftjon turns upon 
this point; when the prefbyterians (hall have 
got their (hare of employments, (which nruft be 
one fuU half, or elfe_. they cannot look upon 
themfelves as fairly dealt with) I a(k, whether 
they ought not, by their own principles, and by 
the flri&eft rules of conference, to ufe the utmoft 
of their (kill, power and influence, in prdef to re- 
duce the whole kingdom to* an uniformity in re- 
ligion, both w tp do^rine and difcipline moil 
agreeable to ths word of Qod- Wherein if they 
can fueceed withput Wood (as under the prefent 
difpofuion of things i* i« very poflible they .may) 
it is to be hpped tbey will 3* leaft be fatisfied: only 
I would warn them, of a. few 4»$cujtie$. Tbe 
firft is, of compromifing among themfelves that 
important cpntroverfy about the old light and the 
new 5 ^which othei wife may after this eftabli(h- 
mept fpllt them a$ wi4e a$ papift an/i proteftant, 

whig 
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and confequently the work will be to begirt again : 
for in religic?tHs Quarrels', it is of little moment, 
now ftxrof fmatt the din%rfcm&s are ; e%cia!fy 
■\frhen the difyute is only about power. Tbtfs thtf 
2ttalouspre^terian^ of : the North arfc rndPg atfcrt^ 
a\ed ftom the- effaWiffeeti clergy, tfcan fre¥n the 
Romifli pr^^fH ; taking the fotrner With idol^ 
trotifr worlhip* a* difguife^ pajtifl** eeternonyw 
rmmgers, and many other terms of aft ; and fhi* 
for a very powerful reafbn ; tecaufe the clergy 
ftand in their way, which the poptfli priefts-do 
not. Thus I am inured, tliat ttte guartel between 
old and new Hgbt>mcft is inanaged with triors 
rage and rancour, than any other dlfpute of the 
Kighefl: importance ; and this, becatife it ferves 
to leflen or increafe their feveral congregations, 
from whom they receive their contributions. 

Another difficulty, which may e^nbarrafs the* 
pffcfbyteriaris after their eftablifhfnents, will be, 
how to adjuft their claim of the kirk's indepen- 
dency on the civil power, with the cortftittitfoft 
of this monarchy j a point fo delicate, that it 
bath often filled the heads of great patriots with 
dangerous notions of the church-clergy, without 
the l6a(t ground of ftffpiciorr. 

As to the prefbyterians allowing liberty of con- 
feietiee to thofe of epifcopal principles when their 
dwta kirk (hall be predominant ; their Writers are fo 
univeffally agreed in the negative, as we41 as their 
jfra&ice during Oliver's reign, that I believe no 

reafonable 
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reafopable churchman (who. mud then be a dif- 
fenter) will expe& it. 

I (hall here take notice, that in the divifion of 
employments among the prefbyterians, after this 
approaching repeal of the teft-a&, fuppofing them 
in proper time to hare an equal {hare, the odds 
will be three or four to one on their fide in any 
farther fcheme they may have towards making 
their religion national.. For, I reckon all thofc 
gentlemen fent over from England, whatever re- 
ligion they profefs or have been educated in, to 
be of that party : fince it is no mark of prudence 
for any perfons to oppofe the current of a nation, 
where they are in fome fort only fojourners *, un- 
lefs they have it in direction. 

If there be any maxim in politics not to be 
controlled, it muft be the following : That thofe 
whofe private intereft is united with the intereft 
of their country, fuppofing them to be* of equal 
underftanding with the reft of their neighbours, 
will heartily wifti, that the nation (hould thrive. 
Out of thefe are indubitably excepted all perfons, 
who are fent from another kingdom to be em- 
ployed in places of profit or power 5 becaufe they 
cannot poflibly bear any affection to the place 
where they fojourn, even for life 5 their fole bu- 
finefs being to advance themfelves by following 
the advice of their principals. I except likewife 
thofe perfons* who are taken into offices, although 
natives of the land; becaufe they are greater 
gainers while they keep their offices, than they 

could 
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trouldpoflibly be by mending the miferable condi- 
tion of their country. 

I except, thirdly, all hopers, who by balancing 
accounts with themfeives, turn the fcale on the 
fame fide -, becaufe the ftrong expectation of a 
good certain falary, will outweigh the lofs by- 
bad rents received out of lands in moneylefs 
times. 

If my lords the bifhops, who I hear are now 
employed in a fcheme for regulating the conduct 
and maintenance of the inferior clergy, (hall, in 
tricir wifdom and piety, and love of the church, 
confent to this repeal of the teft> I have not the 
lead doubt, that the whole reverend body will 
chearfully fubmit to their fpiritual fathers ; of 
whofe paternal tendernefs for their welfare they 
have already found fo many amazing inflances. 

I am not therefore under the lead concern 
about the clergy on this account. They will (for 
fome time) be no great fufferers by this repeal ; 
becaufe I cannot recoiled among all our fe&s any 
one, that giveth latitude enough to take the oaths 
required at an inftitution to a church-living ; and 
until that bar (hall be removed, the prefent epis- 
copal clergy are fafe for two years. Although 
it may be thought fomewhat unequal, that in the 
tiorthern parts, where there may be three dljfenters 
to one churchman* the whole revenue (hall be 
engroffed by him who hath fo fmall a part of the 
cure. 

It is true indeed, that this difadvantage, whjcft 

the dijfenters at prefent lie under, of a difability 

Vol. IV. Bb to 
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to receive church-preferments, will be eafily re- 
medied by the repeal of the teft. For the dijfen- 
////g teachers are under no incapacity of accepting 
civil and military employments, wherein they 
agree perfectly with the popijb clergy ; among 
whom great cardinals and prelates have been com- 
manders of armies, chief minifters, knights of 
many orders, ambaffadors, fecretaries of (late, 
and in moft high offices under the crown ; al- 
though they aflert the indelible char after, which 
no fe&arics among us did ever aflume. But that 
many, both presbyterians and independents, com- 
manders as well as private foldiers, were profefTed 
preachers in the time of their dominion, is al- 
lowed by all. Cfomwell himfelf was a preacher; 
and hath left us one of his fermons in print, ex- 
actly in the fame ftyle and manner with thofe of 
our modern prcsbyterian teachers : fo was colonel 
Howard, Sir George Downing, and feveral o- 
thers whofe names are on record. I can there- 
fore fee' no reafon, why a painful presbyterian 
teacher, as foon as the teft fhall be repealed, may 
not be privileged to hold, along with the fpiritual 
office and (Upend, a com million in the army or 
the civil lift in commendatn : for, as I take it, the 
church of England is the only body of Ghriftians, 
which in effect difqualifies thofe, who are em- 
ployed to preach its do&rine, from (haring in the 
civil power, farther than as fenators : yet this 
was a privilege begun in times of popery, many 
hundred years before the reformation, and wo- 
ven 
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ven with the very inftitution of our limited mo- 
narchy. 

There is indeed another method, whereby the 
(Upends of diflentin^ teachers may be raifed, and 
the farmer much relieved ; if it fhould be thought 
proper to reward a people fo defending, and fo 
loyal by tbeir principles. Every bifhop, upon the 
vacancy of a church-living, can fequefter the pro- 
fits for the ufe of the next incumbent. Upon a 
lapfe of half a year, the donation falls to the 
archbifliop, and after a full year to the crown, 
during pleafure. Therefore it would be no hard* 
{hip for any clergyman alive, if (in thofe parts of 
Ireland, where the number of fe&aiies much ex* 
ceeds that of the conformifts) the profits, when 
fequeftered, might be applied to the fupport of 
the diffenting teacher, who hath fo many fouls to 
take care of ; whereby the poor tenants would be 
much relieved in thofe hard times, and in a bet- 
ter condition to pay their rents- 

But there is another difficulty in this matter, 
againft which a remedy doth not fo readily occur. 
For fuppofing the tejl-afi repealed, and the diuen- 
tcrs in confequence fully qualified for all fccular 
employments ; the queftion may ftill be put, 
whether thofe of Ireland will be often the perfons 
on whom they fhail be bellowed ; becaufe it is 
imagined, there may be * another feminary in 
view, more numerous and more needy, as well as 
more meriting, and more eafily contented with 
fuch low offices ; which fome nearer neighbours 
B b 2, hardly 

* Scotland, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



f 



ao* The ADVANTAGES PROPOSED 

hardly think it worth ftining from their chim- 
ney-fides to obtain. And I am told, it is the 
common practice of thofe who are (killed in the 
management of bees, that when they fee a foreign 
fwarm at fome diftance, approaching with an in- 
tention to plunder their hives, thefe artifts have a 
trick- to divert them into fome neighbouring a- 
piary, there to make what havock they pleafe. 
This I fhould not have hinted, if I had not known 
it already to have gotten ground in many fufpec- 
ting heads j for it is the peculiar talent of this 
nation to fee dangers afar off: to all which I can 
only fay, that our native presbyferians muft by 
.pains and induftry raife fuch a fund of merit y as 
will anfwer to a birth fix degrees more to the 
North. If they cannot arrive at this perfection, 
as feveral of the eftablifhed church have compared 
by indefatigable pains, I do not well fee, how 
their affairs will much mend by repealing the 
ieji : for to be qualified by law to accept an em- 
ployment, and yet to be disqualified in fact, as it 
will much increafe the mortification, fo it will 
withdraw the pity of many among riieir well- 
wifhers, and utterly deprive them of that merit 
they have fo long made, of being a loyal, true 
proteftaht people, perfecuted only for religion. 

If this happen to be their cafe, they muft wait 
maturity of time ; until they can, by prudent, 
gentle fteps, make their faith become the religion 
eftablifhed in the nation : after which, I do not in 
the lead doubt, that they will take the moft ef- 
fectual methods to fecurc their power . againft 

thofe, 
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thofe, who muft then be diffenters in their turn; 
whereof, if we may form a future opinion from 
prefent times, and the difpofitions of diffenters, 
who Jove to make a thorough reformation, the 
numbeF and qualities will be very inconfiderable. 
Thus I have, with the utmoft fincerity, after 
long thinking, given my judgment upon this ar- 
duous affair 5 but with the utmoft deference and 
fubmiflion to public wifdom and power. 
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Queries relating to the Sacramental Test. 

Written in the year 173a. 

QUEIIY,\^7IIETHER hatred and violence 
* » between parties in a date be not 
more inflamed by different views of intereft, than 
by the greater or lefler differences between them, 
cither in religion or government ? 

Whether it be any part of the quefiion at this 
time, which of the two religions is worfe, popery 
or fenaticifm ; or not rather, which of the two 
(having Both the fame good will) is in the hope- 
fulled condition to ruin the church ? 

Whether the fe&aries, whenever they come to 
prevail, will not ruin the church as infallibly and 
effectually as the papifts ? 

Whether the prevailing fe&aries could allow 
liberty of confeience to d]Jfenters y without belying 
jli their former practice, and almoft all their 
former writings ? 

Whether many hundred thoufand Scotch prefr 
byterians are not full as virulent againft the epif- 
copal church, as they are againft the papifts ; or 
as they would have us think the papifts are againft 
them ? 

Whether the Dutch, who are moil diftinguifh- 
cd for allowing liberty of confeience, do ever ad- 
mit any perfons, who profefs a different fcheme 
of wcrfhip from theirown, into civil employments, 
although they may be forced by the nature of their 
government to receive mercenary troops of all re- 
ligions ? 

Whether 
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Whether the diffenters ever pretended, until of 
late years, to defire more than a bare toleration I 

"Whether, if it be true, what a forry pamph- 
leteer aflerts, who lately writ for repealing the 
te/I, that the diffenters in this kingdom are equally 
numerous with the churchmen, it would not be 
a neceflary point of prudence by all proper and 
lawful means to prevent their further increafe ? 

The great argument given by thofe, whom 
they call low churchmen, to juftify the large 
tolerations allowed to diffenters hath been, that 
by fuch indulgencies the rancour of thofe feAa- 
ries would gradually wear off, many of them 
would come over to us, and their parties in a lit- 
tle time crumble to nothing* 

£>uery> Whether, if what the above pamph- 
leteer afferts, that the fe&aries are equal in num- 
bers with conformifls be true, it doth not clearly 
follow, that thofe repeated tolerations have ope- 
rated dire&ly contrary to what thofe low church 
politicians pretended to forefee and expecl: ? 

Whether any clergyman, however dignified or 
diftinguifhed, if he think his own profeffion moft 
agreeable to holy feripturc and the primitive 
church, can realty wifh in his heart, that aH fcc- 
iaries mould be upon an equal foot with the 
churchmen in the. point of civil power and em- 
ployments ? 

Whether epifcopacy, which is held by the 
church to be a divine and apoflolical infiitution* 
be not a fundamental point of religion, particu- 
larly inthat efiential one jofcpn&mng holy orders! 

Whether 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



y 



2g6 QJJERIES relating to 

Whether by neceflary confcquences the feveral 
. expedients among the fe&aries to constitute their 
teachers are not abfolutely null and void ? 

"Whether the fe&aries will ever agree to ac- 
cept ordination only from bifhops ? 

Whether the bifhops and clergy will be content 
to give up epifcopacy, as a point indifferent, with- 
out which the church can well fubfift ? 

Whether that great tendernefs .towards fe&a- 
ries, which now fo much prevails,, be chiefly ow- 
ing to the fear* of popery, or to that fpirit of A- 
theifm, Deifm, Scepticifm, and univerfal immo- 
rality, which all good men fo much lament ? 

Granting popery to have many more errors in 
religion than any one branch of the fe&aries, let 
us examine the a&ions of both, as they have each 
affe&ed the peace of thefe kingdoms, with allow- 
ance for the fhort time which the fe&aries had 
to aft in, who are in a manner but of yeflerday* 
The papijls) in the time of king James II. ufed all 
endeavours to eftablifh their fuperftition, wherein 
they failed by the united power of Englifh church- 
proteftants with the prince of Orange's affiftance. 
But it cannot be aflerted, that thefe bigotted/j- 
pijls had the leaft defign to oppofe or murder the 
king, muchlefs toabolifh kingly government; nor 
was it their intereftor inclination to attempt either. 

On the other fide, the Puritans, who had al- 
moft from the beginning of queen Elizabeth's 
reign been a perpetual thorn in the church's &de % 
joining with the Scotch enthufiafts in the time of 
king Charles the firft, were the principal caufe^f 

the 
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the Irifh rebellion and majjacre , by diftreffing that 
prince, and making it impoflible for him tofend* 
over timely fuccours. And after that pious 
prince had fatisfied his parliament in every (ingle 
point to be complained of, the fame fedtaries, by 
poifoning the minds and affections of the people 
with the mofl falfe and wicked reprefentations of 
their king, were able, in the compafs of a few* 
years, to embroil the three nations in a bloody 
rebellion at the expence of many thoufand lives 5 
to turn the kingly power into anarchy ; to mur- 
der their prince in the face of the world, and (in 
their own ftyle) to deftroy the church root and branch. 

The account, therefore, flands thus : The pa~ 
ptfts aimed at one pernicious ad, which was, to 
deftroy the protejlant religion j wherein, by God's 
mercy, and the affi fiance of our glorious king 
William, they abfolutely failed. The fe&aries at- 
tempted the three mod infernal a&ions that 
could poffibly enter into the hearts of men forfa- 
ken by God \ which were, the murder of a mod 
pious king, the deftru£tion of the monarchy, and 
the extirpation of the church \ and fucceeded in 
them all. 

Upon' which I put the following queries : 
Whether any of thofe feftaries have ever yet, in 
a folemn public manner, renounced any one of 
thofe principles, upon which their predeceflbrs 
then a&ed ? 

Whether, confidering the cruel perfecutions of 
the epifcopal church, during the courfe of that 
horrid rebellion, and the confequences of it, un- 
til 
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til the bappy rejlor ation $ it Is not manifeft, that 
the perfecuting fpirit lies fo equally divided be- 
tween the paptfts and the fe&arics, that a feather 
would turn the balance on cither fi<k ? 
- And therefore, laftly, Whether any perfon of 
common underftanding, "who profefleth himfclf a 
member of the church eftablifhed, althougb, per- 
haps, with little inward regard to any religion, 
(which is too often the cafe) if he loves the peace 
and welfare of his country, can, after cool think- 
ing, rejoice to fee a power placed again in the 
h^rfds of fo reltlefs, fo ambitious, and io merci- 
lcfs a faction, to a£t over all the feme parts a fe- 
cend time ? 

Whether the candour of that expreffion, fo fre- 
quent, of late, in fermons and pamphlets, of the 
Jirengtb and number of the papifls in Ireland, can 
bejuftified? For, as to their number, however 
great, it is always magnified, in proportion to the 
zeal or politics of the fpeaker and writer ; but, it 
is a grofs impofition upon common reaibn, to ter- 
rify us with their ftrcngth- F or popery 9 under 
the circumftances it lies in this kingdom, although 
it be offenfive and inconvenient enough, from the 
confequences it hath to entrcafe the rapine, floth, 
and ignorance, as well a& poverty of the natives, 
is not properly dangerous in that fenfe, as fome 
would have us take it 5 becaufe it is univerfally 
hated by every party of a different religious pro- 
feffion. It is the contempt of the wife ; the beft 
topic for clamours -of defigning men 5 but the 
real terror only of fools. The landed popijh in* 

tereft 
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tereft in England far exceeds that among us, e- 
ven in proportion to the wealth and extent of each 
kingdom. The-little that remains here, is daily 
dropping into prote/f ant hands, by purchafe or de- 
feent ; and that affe&ed complaint of counterfeit 
converts, will fall, with the caufe of it, in half a 
generation, unlefs it be raifed or kept alive as a 
continual fund of merit and eloquence. 'Ehtpapijls 
are wholly difarmed : they have neither courage, 
leaders, money, or inclinations to rebel : they 
want every advantage, which they formerly pof- 
fefled, to follow that trade; and wherein, even 
with thofe advantages, they always mifcarried : 
they appear very eafy and fatisfied tinder that 
connivance, which they enjoyed during the whole 
laft reign ; nor even fcrupled to reproach another 
party, under which they pretend to have fufFered 
fo much feverity. 

Upon thefe con fi derations, I mufl confefs to 
have fofpen^ed much of my pity towards the 
great dreaders of popery ; many of whom appear 
to he hale, ftrong, attive young men ; who, as I 
am told, eat, drink, and fleep heartily ; and are 
very chearful (as they have exceeding good rea- 
fon) upon all other fubjects. However, I cannot 
too much commend the generous concern which 
oar neighbours, and others who come from the 
fame neighbourhood, are fo kind to exprefs for 
us upon this account ; although the former be 
farther removed from the danger of popery, by 
twenty leagues of fait water : hut this, I fear, is a 

digreffion. * 

When 
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When an artificial report was raifed here, ma* 
ny years ago, of an intended invafion by the pre- 
tender > (which blew over, after it had done its of- 
fice) the dijfenters argued, in their talk and in 
their pamphlets, after this manner, applying them- 
felves to thofe of the church : Gentlemen, if the 
pretender had landed, as the law now (lands, we 
durft not aflift you \ and therefore, unlefs you 
take off the tej}, whenever you (hall happen to be 
invaded in earned, if we are defired to take up 
arms in your defence, our anfwer fhall be, Pray, 
gentlemen, fight your own battles; we will If 
by quietly ; conquer your enemies by yourfelves, 
if you can ; we will not do your drudgery. This 
way of reafoning I have heard from feveral of 
their chiefs and abettors, in an hundred conver- 
sations ; and have read it in twenty pamphlets : 
and I am confident it will be offered again, if the 
proje& (hould fail to take off the teft. 

Upon which piece of oratory and reafoning I 
form the following query : Whether, in cafe of 
an invafion from the pretender^ (which is not 
quite fo probable as from the grand Jtgnior) the 
dijfenters can, with prudence and fafety, offer the 
fame v plea ; except they (hall have made a previ- 
ous ftipulation with the invaders ? And, whe- 
ther the full freedom of their religion and trade, 
their lives, properties, wives and children, are 
not, and have not always been-reckoned, fufficient 
motives for repelling invafionsj efpecially in our 
fe&aries, who call themfelves the trueft protejlants^ 
by virtue of their pretended or real fiercenefs a- 
gainft popery? Whether 
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WTiether omitting or neglefting to celebrate 
the day of the martyrdom of the bleffed king" 
Charles the firft, enjoined by aft of parliament, 
can be juftly reckoned a particular and diftin- 
guiftiing mark of good affeftion to the prefent go- 
vernment ? 

Whether, in thofe churches, where the faid day 
is obferved, it will fully anfwer the intent of the 
faid aft, if the preacher (haU commend, excufe^ 
palliate, or extenuate the murder of that royal 
martyr ; and place the guilt of that horrid rebel- 
lion, with all its confequences, the following u- 
furpations^ the entire deftroftion of the church, 
the cruel. and coritinuai perfecutionsof thofe who, 
could be difcovered to profefs its doftrines, with 
the enfuing Babel of fanaticifm, to the account of 
that bleffed king, who, by granting the petition 
of right, and pafling every bill that could be afk- 
ed for the fecurity of the fubjeft, had, by the con- 
feflion of thofe wicked men, before the war began, 
left them nothiiag^more to demand ? 

Whether fuch a preacher as I have named, 
(whereof there have been more than one> not 
many years pad, even in the prefence of vice- 
roys) who takes that courfe as a means for pro- 
motion, may not be thought to flep a little out 
of the common road in a monarchy, where the 
dependents of that moft bleffed martyr have 
reigned to this day ? 

I ground the reafon of making thefc queries on 
the title of the aft ; to which I refer the reader. 

, Vol. IV. Cc REASONS 
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. REASONS humbly offered to the Parliament 
of Ireland, for repealing the Sacramen- 
tal Test, in favour of the Catho- 
tics. * 

Written in the year 1731. 

IT is well known, that the firft conquerors of 
this kingdom were Englifh catholics, fubje£U 
to JEnglifti catholic kings, from whom, by their 
valour and fuccefs, they obtained large portions 
of land, given them as a reward^ for t\mv many 
vi&ories over the Irifli r to which merit, our bre- 
thren, the difienters of any deno*mnauo«i whatfc^ 
€ver, have not the kaft pretentions* 

It 

In the years 173Z atod I733> a» attempt was made for re- 
pealing the tejl-aft in Ireland, introductory cf a like attempt in 
England. The various arguments for it were anfaered in eve- 
ry fhape: but no way more effectually, than by examining what 
pretence the preibyteria&s had to (hare in all, the piivileges of 
£ov*rnment, either firom their own principles and behaviour, or 
compared with thofe of other fec"taries. Under the former head, 
they were fully filenced by our author, in The prcjbyteriaus plea 
of merit impartially examined [above, p. 1J7.] Th«y are now 
put in the balance with papUts, whom,- although they have fbme* * 
times ft/led their brethren in adyerfttyi yet, when placed in 
competition, they will hate at- brethren Kkewife. But let them 
here difputc the preference, and then put in their claim to hjt a 
part of their eftablifhment. 

* The author having before examined -the- ppcibyterians ple3 
of merit, with rcfpe£fc to their own principles and practices, 
has, in this tract, put them in the balance againft papifts. 
Ua-wkef. 
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It is ctMifefled, tfcat the pofterity of thofe firft 
•victorious catholics, were often forced td rife in 
their own defence, againft: new colonies from 
England, who treated them like mere native Irifh* 
with innumerable oppreflions, depriving them of 
their lands, and driving them, by force of arms* 
into the moil defolate parts of the kingdom; till 
in the next generation, the children of thefc ty- 
rants were ufed in the fame manner, by new Eng- 
lifh adventurers, which practice continued for 
many centuries. But it is agreed on all hands, 
that no infurredYions were ever made, except af- 
ter great opprejffions by frefli invaders* Where- 
as all the rebellions of puritans, prejbyterians, in* 
depetidentSj and other fe&aries, conftantly began 
before any provocations were given, except that 
they were not fuffered to change the government 
ih church and ftate, and feize both into their own 
hands; which however at laft they did, with the 
C c 2 murder 

This tn& Is written under the afTumcd character of a Roman 
Catholic ; by which means, the author attacks his adverfaries 
with a great advantage. He freely acknowledges the feveral a- 
trocious crimes of the papifts; but, at the fame time, palliates 
them (6 fldlfully, that, from that very acknowledgement, he en» 
ables himitlf to aim the heavier blows at the preibytefians. A 
paragraph cxtra&ed from the pamphlet will exemplify my mean- 
ing. [Here the particular paflage is quoted, beginning thus, 
" We allow the Catholics to be brethren of the dklenters,'* 
&c. p. 307. /. 31. ending/). 308. /. 26.] — The greateft art, and 
the keeneft ftrokes of irony, difplay themfelves throughout the 
vhole compofition : -and the conclufion of it is drawn up with a 
ncixtore of fcriovs and ironical arguments, that fecm to defy ail 
kinds of refutation. Orrery, 
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murder of their king, and of many thoufands of 
his bed fubje&s. 

The catholics were always defenders of monar- 
chy, as con fti tuted in thefe kingdoms ; whereas, 
our brethren the diffenters were always republi- 
cans, both in principle and practice. 

It is well known, that all the catholics of thefe 
kingdoms, both priefts and laity, are true whigs? 
in the bed and moft proper fenfe of the word ; 
bearing as well in their hearts, as in their out- 
ward profeflion, an entire loyalty to the royal 
houfe of Hanover, in the perfon and pofterity of 
George II. againft ihc pretender and all has adhe- 
rents. To which they think themfelvcs bound 
in gratitude, as well as confcience, by the lenity 
wherewith they have been treated fince the death 
of queen Anne, fo different from what they fuf- 
fered in the four lad years of that princefs, dur- 
ing the adminiftration of that wicked minifter, 
the earl of Oxford. 

The catholics of this kingdom humbly hope, 
that they have at lead as fair a title as any of their 
brother diffenters to the appellation of proteftants* 
They have always prottjled againft the felling, 
dethroning, or murdering their kings ; againft 
the ufurpations and avarice of the court of Rome ; 
againft deifm, athcifm y Socinianifm, quakeriftn, Mvg- 
gletonianifm^ fa?iaticiftn y BroivniJm f as well a* 
againft all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Heretics. 
Whereas the title of protejlants affumed by thc- 
whole herd of diffenters (except ourfelves) depend- 
eth entirely upon their protejling agaitift arch* 

bipiopt x 
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bi/bops, bifhopSy deans and chapters > witfrtheir re* 
venues ; and the whole hierarchy; which are the ve- 
ry expreffions ufed in the folemn league and cove* 
nant 9 * where the word popery is only mentioned 
ad invidiam ; becaufe the catholics agree with the 
epifcopal church in thofe fundamentals. 

Although the catholics cannot deny, that in 
the great rebellion, againft king Charles I. more 
foldiers of their religion were in the parliament 
array than in his majefty's troops 5 and that ma- 
ny jefuits and friars went about in the difguife 
of presbyterian and independent minifters to preach 
up rebellion, as the bed hiftorians of thofe times 
inform us ; yet the bulk of catholics in both king- 
doms preferved their loyalty entire. 

The catholics have fome reafon to think it a little 
hard, when their enemies will not pleafeto diftin- 
guifh between the rebellious riot committed by 
that brutal ruffian Sir Phelim O'Neal with his 
tumultuous crew of rabble, and the forces raifed 
afterwards by the catholic lords and gentlemen o£ 
the Englifh pale in defence of the king, after the 
Engliih rebellion began. It is well known, that 
his majefty's affairs were in great diftra&ion fome 
time before by an invafion of the covenanting Scot- 
tifli kirk rebels, and by the bafe terms the king 
C c 3 was. 

* A folertm league and covenant entered mto between the Scots 
and Englifh fanatics in the rebellion againft King Charles I. 1643* 
by whkh they folemnly engaged, among other things, "to endea- 
" vour the extirpation of prelacy* that is, church government bjr 
« c archbifhops, tiifhops, deans, archdeans, and all other epifcopai 
«' officers depending op that hierarchy*" J&a-wkcf* 
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was forced to accept, that they might be kept in 
quiet at a jun£fcure when he was every hour 
threatened at home by that fanatic party, which 
foon after fet all in a flame. And if the catholic 
army in Ireland fought for their king againft the 
forces fent over by the parliament then in a&ua? 
rebellion againft him, what perfon of loyal prin- 
ciples can be fo partial to deny, that they diet 
their duty by joining with the Marquis of Or- 
mond and other commanders, who bore their 
commiflions from the king? for which great 
numbers of them loft their li?es, and for- 
feited their eftates j a great part of the latter 
being now poflefled by many defendants from? 
thofe very men, who had drawn their fwords in* 
the fervice of that rebellious parliament which cut 
off his head, and deftroyed monarchy. And > 
What is more amazing, although the fame perfons* 
when the lri(h were intirely fubdued, continued 1 
inpowerunderthert//*?/*, were chief confidents* and 
faithful fubje&s to Cromwell-, yet being wife 
enough to forefee a reftoration, they feized the^ 
forts and caftles here out of the hands of their 
old brethren in rebellion, for the fervice of the king i 
juft faving the tide, and putting in a ftockof merit 
fufficient not only to preferve the land which the 
catholics loft by their loyalty, -but likewife to pre* 
ferve their civil and military employments, or be 
higher advanced. 

Thofe infurre&ions wherewith the catholics are 
charged, from the beginning of the feventeenth 
century to the great Englifh rebellion, were oc- 

cafionei 
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cafiorred by many oppreffiorrs they lay under* 
They had no intention to introduce a new reli- 
gion, but to enjoy the liberty of preferring the 
eld : the very fame which their anceftors profetTed 
from the time that chrijlianity was firft introduced 
into this ifland, which was by catholics ; but whe- 
ther mingled with corruptions, as feme ptetend, 
doth not belong to the queftion. They had no 
defign to change the government ; they never 
attempted to fight againft, to imprrfon, to betray, 
to fell, to bring to a trial, or to murder their king* 
The fchifm atics a&ed by a fpirit direflly contrary y 
they united in Tifolemn league and covenant to alter 
the whole fyftem of fpirrtual government efta^ 
blifhed in all chriftran nations, and of apoftolic 
Jnftitutron ; concluding the tragedy with the 
murder of the king in cold blood, and upon ma- 
ture deliberation ; at the fame time changing the 
monarchy into a commonwealth. 

The catholics of Ireland i it the great rebellion 
loft their eftates for fighting in defence of theif 
king. The fchrfmatics, who cut off the father** 
head, forced the fon to fly for his life, and over- 
turned the whole ancient frame of government, 
religious md civil ; obtained grants of thofe very 
eftates, which the catholics loft in defence of the? 
anttent conftitution, many of which eftates are 
at this day poftefled by the pofterity of thofe fchifm 
matics : and thus they gained by their rebellion, 
what the catholics loft by their loyalty. 

We allow the catholics v to be brethren of the 
diffenters 5 feme people, indeed, (which we ean^ 

not 
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coc ilbw) would hare them to be oor children, 
becauie «w both cinent from the church cftabliih- 
ci, and both agree in aboiiihing this perfecuting 
fccrameiitil tett ; by which negative discouragement 
we axe both rendered incapable of civil and mili- 
tary employments. Howerer, we cannot but 
wonder at the be Id familiarity of thefe fchif- 
matics, ii; calling the members of the national 
church their brethren and feitew pmtefiants. It is 
true, that all thefe feels (except the catholics) are 
brethren to each other in faction, ignorance, ini- 
quity, perverfenefs, pride, and (if we except the 
quakers) in rebel Hon. But, how the church- men 
can be filled their felkno proteftants, we cannot 
comprehend : becaofe, when the whole Babel of 
feclaries joined againft the church, the king, and 
the nobility, for twenty years, in a match at 
foot-ball, where the proverb exprefsly tells 
us, that all are fellows; while the three king- 
doms were, tofled to and fro, the churches and 
cities, and royal palaces, mattered to pieces by 
their balls, their buffets, and their kicks; the vic- 
tors would allow no more fellows at foot- 
ball; but murdered, fequeftered, plundered^ 
deprived, baniihed to the plantations, or enflaved 
all their oppofers who had loft the game* 

It is faid the world is governed by opinion; and 
politicians afliire us, that all power is founded 
thereupon. Wherefore, as all human creatures 
are fond to diftra&ion of their own opinions, and 
fo much the more, as thofe opinions are abfurd, 
ridiculous, or of little moment, it mult follow, 

that 
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-that they are equally fond of power. But no 6- 
pinions are maintained with fo much obftinacy 
as thofe in religion, efpecially by fuch zealots, 
-who never bore the leaft regard to religion, con,- 
fcience, honour, juftice, truth, mercy, or com- 
mon morality, farther than in outward appear- 
ance, under the mafk of hypocrify, to promote 
their diabolical defigns. And therefore, Bifliop 
Burnet, one of their oracles, tells us honeftly, 
that the faints of thofe fanatic times pronounced 
themfelves above morality; which they reckoned 
among beggarly elements; but the meaning of thcfe 
two laft words, thus applied, we confefs to be a- 
bove our understanding. 

Among thofe kingdoms and ftates which firft 
embraced the reformation, England appears to 
have received it in the mod regular way 5 where 
it was introduced in a peaceable manner, by the 
fupreme power of a king, * and the three eftates 
in parliament ; to which, as the higheft legiflative 
authority, all fubje&s are bound paflively to fub- 
mit. Neither was there much bloodflied on fo 
great a change of religion. But a confiderable 
number of lords, and other perfons of quality 
through the kingdom, ftill continued in their old 
faith, and were, notwithstanding their difference 
in religion, employed in offices, civil as well as 
military, more or lefs in every reign, until the 
teft acT: in the time of king Charles II. However, 
from the time of the reformation, the number of 
catholics gradually and confiderably kflened. So 

tha^ 
•Henry VIII. 
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that, ih the reign of king Charles I. England be- 
came in a great degree a proteftant kingdom, 
without taking the fe&afies into the number; 
the legality whereof, with refpeft to human laws, 
the catholics never difputed ; but the puritans ', and 
other fchifmatics, without the leaft pretence to 
any fuch authority, by an open rebellion, deftroy- 
ed. that legal reformation, as we obferved before, 
murdered their king, and changed the monarchy 
into a republic. It is therefore not to be wonder- 
ed at, if the catholics, in fuch a Babel of religions, 
chofe to adhere to their own faith left them by 
their ancefrnrs, rather than feek for a better a- 
mong a rabble of hypocritical, rebellious, delud- 
ing knaves, or deluded enthufiafts. 

We repeat once more, That if a national reli- 
gion be changed by the fUpreme legislative power, 
we eanhot difpute the human legality of fuch a 
change, put we humbly conceive, that if any 
confiderable party of men which differs from an 
'eftablifhment, either old or riew, can deferve li- 
berty of confidence, it ought to cGnfift of thofe, 
who, for want of c6nvi£ion, or of right uno*cr- 
ftanding the merits 6f each caufe, conceive them- 
felves bound in conscience to adhere to the reli- 
gion of their anceftofs ; becaufe they are of all 
others leaft likely to be authors of innovations ei- 
ther in church or ftate. 

On the other fide : if the reformation of reli- 
gion be founded upon rebellion againft the king,- 
without whofe confent, by the nature of our con- 
(Uttftion, no law can pafs ; if this reformation be 
; -" introduced 
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introduced by only ope of the three eftate*, I 

m^axj, the commons, and not by one half even of 

thofe commons, and this by the afliftance of a 

rebellious army - % again, if this reformation were 

carried on by the exclufion of nobles both lay anc^ 

fpiritual, (who conftiune the other part of the 

three eftates) by the murder of their king, and by 

abolifhing the whole fyftem of : government; the 

catholics cannot fee why the fucceffors of thofe 

fchifmatics, who are univerfalty accufed by all 

parties except themfelves, and a few infamous a- 

bettors, for Aill retaining the fame principles in 

religion and government, under which their pre- 

deceflors a£ted, mould pretend to a better (hare 

of civilor military truft, profit, and power, than 

the catholksy who during all that period of twenty 

years, were continually perfccuted with the ut* 

moft feverity, merely on account of their loyalty 

and conftant adherence to kingly power. 

We now come to thofe arguments for repeal- 
ing the facramental teft, which equally affecl; 
the catholics, and their brethren the diflenters. 

Firflj we r agree with our fellow-duTenters, that 
* perfecution merely for confcience' fake is again/l the 
genius of the go/pel. And fo like wife is any laiv for 
depriving men of their natural and civil rights 9 
which they, claim as men. We are alfo ready e- 
nough lo allow, that the ftnallejt negative d\fcm~ 
rage ments for uniformity's fake are fo many perfe* 
cutions. Becaufe, it cannot be denied, that the 
fcratch of a pin is in fome degree a real wound, 

* V\L Reafons for the repeal of the fccramcntal teffc 
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ars much as a flab through the heart. In like 
manner, an incapacity by law for any man to be 
made a judge, a colonel, or juftice of the peace, 
merely on a point of confidence, is a negative difcou- 
ragement, and confequently a real perfecution : 
for in this cafe, the author of the pamphlet quot- 
ed in the * margin, puts a very pertinent and 
powerful queftion : If God be the file Lord of the 
confidence, ivhyfbould the rights of confidence be fub- 
jeft to human jurifdiclion ? Ndw, to apply this to 
the catholics :. The belief of tranfubftantiation is a 
matter purely of religion and confidence, which doth 
not afifeft the political inter eft of ficiety, as fiuch : 
therefore , nvhyjbould the rights of confidence, ivhcre- 
dfGod is the file Lord, be fiubjecl to human jurifidic- 
tion ? And why mould God be deprived of this 
right over a catholic's conscience, any more than 
over that of any other diflenter ? 

And whereas another author among our bre- 
thren the diflenters hath very juftly complained, 
that by this perfecuting tefl-a& great numbers of 
true proteftants have been forced to leave the 
kingdom and fly to the plantations, rather than 
(lay here branded with an incapacity for civil and 
military employments ; we do affirm, that the ca- 
tholics can bring many more inftances of the fame 
kind; fome thoufands of their religion having 
been forced by the facramental teft to retire into 
other countries, rather than live here under the 
incapacity of wearing fwords, fitting in parlia- 
ment, and getting (hare of that power and profit 
+ which 

* See reafons againft the teft. 
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rich belong to fehem as fellow Srtftians, where* 
of they are deprived merely upon account of confei* 
CTtce, which would net allow them to take the facra- 
merit after* the manner prefer ibed in the liturgy* 
^fence it clearly follows in the word* of the 
feme* author, chat if we catholics are incapable 
<cf- employments , we are punifhed for our dijfent, that 
is ^ for our conference, which wholly turns upon politi* 
<eal confederations. 

The catholics are willing to acknowledge the 
kingV fupremacy, whenever their brethren the 
di€enters (hall pleafeto (hew them an example. 
* ^Further, the catholics, whenever their religion 
{ball come to be the national eftablifhed faith, 
are willing to undergo the fame tefl offered by 
the author already quoted. His words are thefe i 
21? end this debate, by putting it upon afoot which I 
hope will appear to every impartial perfon a fair and 
equitable one ; we catholics propofe, with fubmijfton 
p> the proper judges , that effectual fecurity be taken 
Ogainft perfecution, by obliging all, who are admitted 
into places of power and trufl, whatever their religi- 
$us profejfion be, in the mofl folemn manner to dif- 
claim perfecuting principles. It is hoped the public 
will take notice of thefe words, whatever their 
religious profeffton be ; which plainly include the 
catholics ; and for which we return thanks to our 
4itffenting brethren. 

And whereas it is obje&ed by thofe of the e- 
ftabliflied church, that if the fchifmaties and fa- 
natics were once put into a capacity of poflefling 
• Vol. IV. D d civil 

f Sec *e*fo*$ a$3tnft the tcit, 
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civil and military employments, they would ne«» 
ver be at eafe, till they had raifed their own way 
of worfhip into the national religion through all 
his majefty's dominions, equal with the true or- 
thodox Scottijh kirk s which when tney had once 
brought to pafs, they would no more allow liber* 
ty of confeience to epifcopal diffenters, than they 
did in the time of the great Englifh rebellion, 
and in the fucceeding fanatic anarchy, till the. 
king was reftored. There is another very learn- 
ed fchifmatical * pamphleteer, who in anfwer to a 
malignant libel, called, The prejbyterian plea of 'me- 
rit , £5V. clearly wipes off this afperfion, by allur- 
ing all epifcopal proteftants of the prefent church, 
upon his own word, and to his own knowledge, 
that our brethren the diffenters will never offer 
at fuch an attempt. In like manner the catholics, 
when legally required, will openly declare upon 
their words and honours^ that as loon as their net 
gative dif courage merits and their perfecution {hall be 
removed by repealing the facramental tefl^ they 
will leave it entirely to the merits of the caufe, 
whether the kingdom (hall think fit to make their 
faith the eftabliihed religion or not. 

Itnd again, whereas our presbyterian brethren 
in many of their pamphlets take much offence, 
that the great rebellion in England, the murder 
of the king, with the entire change of religion and 
government, are perpetually objected againft them 
both in and out of feafon, by our common ene- 
my the prefent conformifts j we do declare in the 

defence 
• Vindication tf tbc Protcftaat DUKnters, 
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defence df our faid brethern, that the reproach a- 
forefaid is an old vvorn-out thread-bare canty which 
they always difdained to anfwer : and I very well 
remember, that having once told a certain con- 
form i ft, how much I wondered to hear him and 
his tribe dwelling perpetually on fo beaten a fub- 
je£fc ; he was pleafed to divert the difcourfe with 
a foolifh ftory, which I cannot forbear telling to 
his difgrace. He faid, there was a clergyman 
in Yorklhire, who for fifteen years together 
preached every Sunday againft drunkennefs : 
whereat the parifliioners being much offended, 
complained to the archbifhop ; who having fent 
for the clergyman, and feverely reprimanded him, 
the minifter had no better an anfwer than by con- 
fefling the fa& ; adding, that all the parifh were 
drunkards ; that he defired to reclaim them from 
one vice, before he would begin upon another ; 
and fince they (till continued to be as great drunk- 
ards as before, he refolved to go on, except his 
grace jrould pleafe to forbid him. 

_We are very^ fenfible how heavy an accufation 
lieth upon the catholics of Ireland ; that fome years 
before king Charles II. was reftored, when theirs 
and the king's forces were entirely reduced, Tmd 
the kingdom declared by the rump to be fettled ; 
after all his majefty's generals were forced to fly 
to France, or other countries, the heads of the 
faid catholics^ who remained here in an enflaved 
condition, joined to fend an invitation to the 
Duke of Lorrain ; engaging, upon his appearing 
here with his forces, to deliver up the whole 
D dz ifland 
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ifland to his power, and declare him their fore* 
reign ; which, after the reftoration, was proved a- 
gainil them by dean Boyle, fince primate, who 
produced the very original inftrument at the board. 
The catholics freely acknowledge the facT; to be 
true; and at the fame time appeal to all the 
world, whether a wifer, a better, a more honour- 
able, or a more juftifiable project could have been 
thought of. They were then reduced to fiavery 
and beggary by the Englifli rebels, many thou- 
fands of men murdered, the reft deprived of tbeif 
eftates, and driven to live on a fmall pittance in 
the wilds of Connaught, at a time when either the 
rump or Cromwell abfolutely governed the three 
kingdoms. And the queftion will turn upon 
this, whether the catholics, deprived of all their 
polTeflions, governed with a rod of iron, and in 
utter defpair of ever feeing the monarchy reftored, 
for the prefervation of which they had fuffered fo 
jnuch, were to be blamed for calling in a foreign 
prince of their own religion, who had' a confider- 
able army to^fupport them, rather than fubmitf to 
fo infamous an ufurper as Cromwell, or furth a 
bloody and ignominious conventicle as the rtanpx 
And I have often heard not only our friends the 
diflenters, but even our common enemy the con- 
fqrmifts, who are converfent in the hiftory ot 
thofc times, freely confefs, that considering, the 
miferable fituation the Irifh were then in, tfcey 
could not have thought of a braver , or more vir* 
tuous attempt ; by which they might have beeA 
inftrumepts of reftoring the lawful monarch, at 

taft 
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ieaft to the recovery 6f England and Scotland* 
from thofe betrayers and fellers and murderers of 
his royal father. 

To conclude, whereas the laft quoted author 
complains very heavily and frequently of a brand 
tiiat lies upon them, it ia a gveat miftake : for the 
firft original brand hath been long taken off; 
only we confefs the fear will probably remain, and 
be vifible for ever to thofe who know the princi- 
ples by which they afted, and until thofe princi- 
ples fhall be openly renounced; elfe it muft con- 
1 tinue to all generations, like the mark fet upon 
Cain> which fome authors fay defcended to all his 
pofterity ; or like the Roman nofe and Auiiriai* 
lip, or like the long bag of flefh hanging down 
from the gills of the people in Piedmont. But 
as for any brands fixed on fchifmatics for feveral 
years paft, they have been all made with cold iron 3 
like thieves who by the benefit of the clergy are 
condemned to be only burned in the hand ; but 
efcape the pain and the mark by being in fee with 
fke jailor. Which advantage the fchifmatical 
teachers will never want, who, as we are affured, 
and of which there is a veryfrefh inftance y have 
the fouls and bodies and purfes of their people a 
hundred times more at their mercy, than the rj- 
tholic priefts could ever pretend to. 

Therefore, upon the whole, the catholics do 
humbly petition (without the leaf infnuaticn of 
threatening ) that upon this favourable jun&ure 
their incapacity for civil and military employ- 
ments may be wholly taken off, for the very fame 
D d 3 reafons 
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reafons (befides others more cogent) that are now 
offered by their brethren the diffenters. 



And your petitioners > as in duty bound y JbaU ever 
pray, &c. 

Dublin, Nov. 1733.. 



Id this controvert? the author wa* again viOorious, far tie 
Ufi was not repealed. Htrwkef. 
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Some Reasons againft the B 1 l l for fettling 
the tythe of Hemp, Flax, &e. by a Modus *. 

THE clergy did little expeft to have any 
caufe of complaint againft the prefent 
faoufe of commons 5 who, in the laft feflions, were 
pleafed to throw out a bill + fent them from the 
lords, which that reverend body apprehended 
would be very injurious to them, if it pafled into 
a law : and who, in the prefent feflions,' defeated 
the arts and endeavours olfchifmatks to repeal th« 
facramental tejt. 

For although it hath been allowed on all hands, 
that the former of thofe bills might, by its necef- 
fary confequences, be very difpleafing to the lay 
gentlemen of the kingdom for many reafons pure- 
ly fecular ; and that this laft attempt for repeal- 
ing the teft did much more affect at prtfent the 
temporal intereft, than the fpiritual 5 yet the 
whole body of the lower clergy have, upon both 
thofe occasions, exprefied equal gratitude to that 

honourable 

• Many eminent clergymen, who oppoied this icheme, applied 
to Dr. Swift to write againft it, which he readily contented to 
upon their giving him fone hints : and two days after, the fol- 
lowing reafbns were preientcd to feveral members of parliament, 
which had fb good an effect that the bill was dropped. Haivief. 

This pamphlet is entirely adapted to the clergy of Ireland. 
Bat I cannot avoid observing in it, a greater fund of calmnds, 
not a left degree of fpirit, than in many other of Swift's politi* 
cal writings. Orrery. 

f For the biibopi to divide Uvi»g*. Hawk£ 
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honourable houfe for their juftice and fteadincfs, 
as if the clergy alone were to receive the benefit. 

It mu(l needs be therefore a great addition to 
the clergy's grief, that fuch an aflembly as the 
prefent houfe of commons ihould now, with an 
expedition more than ufuai, agree to a bill for en*, 
couraging the linen manufacture, with a claufe, 
whereby the church is to lofc two parts in three 
of the legal tythe in flax and hemp* 

Some reafons why 1 the clergy think fueh a lawt 
will be a great hardfhip upon them, are, I con- 
ceive, thefe that follow. I (hall venture to enu- 
merate them, with all deference due to that ho* 
nourable aflembly. 

Firft, the clergy* fuppofe that they hare not, by 
any fault or demerit, incurred the dtfpleaiure of 
the nation's reprefentativea : neither can the de- 
clared loyalty of the prefent fet, from the higheft 
prelate to the lowed vicar, be in the lead difput- 
ed : becaufe there are hardly ten clergymen 
through the whok kingdom, for more than nine- 
teen 1 years pad, who have not been either pre- 
ferred entirely upon account of their declared 
affeclion to the Hanover line, or higher promot- 
ed as the due reward of the fame merit. 

There is not a landlord in the whtete Bng- 
c*om refiding fbme part of the y£af at his coun- 
try feat, who is not in his own confeience fully 
convinced, that the tythes of bis mijirfterhave 
gradua'ly firnV for fame years pad one- third) or 
ar lead oft e ftmi:h of their former value, excln- 

The 
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The payment of tythes in this kingdom is- fob* 
s£r. to fo many fraud** brangles, and other diffi- 
culties, not orfly ffom papt/is and drjfintersy but 
even from thofe who profefe themfelves prate- 
X/f ants > t ' lat ty tne expence y the trouble, and 
fyexarion of collating or bargaining for them^ 
' * they are of all other rents the moil precarious, 
; unccrtairi, and ill paid. 

The landlords in molt parilhes expert, as a 
compliment, that they (hall pay little more thari 
half the value of the tythes for the lands they 
hold in their owfn hands ; whicb often confift of 
large domains : and it is the minifter's intereft to 
t make them eafy upon that article, when he conu 
[ fidcra what influence thofe gentlemen have upon 
their tenants. 

The clergy cannot but think it extremely fe- 
vere, that in a bill for encouraging the linen 
manufacture they alone mnft be the fiifferers, 
who can leaft afford it. If, as I am told, there 
be a tax of three thoufand poundsf a-year paid by 
the public for a farther encouragement to thtt 
(aid. manufacture, are not the clergy equal fhar~ 
crs in the charge with the reft of their fellow* 
fubje&s? What fatisfa&ory reafon can be 
therefore given, why they alone fhould bear the 
whole additional weight, unlefs it will be aHedg- 
ed that their property is not upon an equal foot 
with the properties of other men ? They ac- 
quire their own fmall pittance by at leaft as ho* 
xxeft means as their neighbour*, the landlords* 
pofiefs their eftates j and have been always fiu* 

pofed, 
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pofed, except in rebellious or fanatical times, to 
have as good a title : for no families now in be- 
ing can (hew a more ancient. Indeed if it be 
true, that fome perfons (I hope they were not 
many) were feen to laugh when the rights of the 
$lergy were mentioned j in this cafe an opinion 
may poffibly be foon advanced, that they have no> 
rights at all. And this is likely enough to gain 
ground, in proportion as the contempt of all re- 
ligion (hall increafe, which is already in a very 
forward way. 

It is faid, there will be alfo added in this bill, 
a claufe for diminifliing the tythe of hops, in or- 
der to cultivate that ufeful plant among us : and 
here likewife the load is to lie entirely on the 
fhoulders of the clergy, while the landlords reap 
all the benefits. It will not be eafy to forefee 
where fuch proceedings arc like to flop : or whe- 
ther by the fame authority, in civil times, a par- 
liament may not as juftly challenge the fame 
power in reducing all things tythable, not below 
the tenth part of the product (which is, and ever 
will be the clergy's equitable right) but from a 
tenth part to a fixtieth or eightieth, and from 
thence to nothing. 

I have heard it granted by fldlful perfons, that 
the pfa&ice of taxing the clergy by parliament, 
without their own confent, is a new thing, not 
much above the date of feventy years ; before 
which period, in times of peace, they always 
faxed themfelves. But things are extremely al- 
tered at prefent : it is not now fufEcient to tax 

thenx 
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them in common with their fellow-fubje&s, 
•without impofing an additional tax upon them, 
from which, or from any thing equivalent, all 
their fellow-fubje&s are exempt 5 and this in a 
country prof effing chriftianity. 

The greateft part of the clergy throughout the 
kingdom have been ftript of their glebes by the 
confufion of times, by violence, fraud, oppreffion, 
and other unlawful means j all which glebes are 
now in the hands of the laity. So that they now 
are generally forced to lie at the mercy of land- 
lords for a fmall piece of ground in their parifhes, 
at a mod exorbitant rent, and ufually for a fhorf 
term of years, whereon to build a houfe, and 
enable tbem to refide. Yet, in fpite of thefe 
difadvantages, I am a witnefs, that they are ge- 
nerally more conftant refidents than their bre- 
thren in England •, where the meaneft vicar hath 
a convenient dwelling, with a barn, a gardtoi, and 
a field or two for his cattle ; befides the certainty 
of his little income from honeft farmers, able 
and willing not only to pay him his dues, but 
likewife f make him prefents, according to their 
ability, for his better fupport. In all which cir- 
cumftances, the clergy of Ireland meet with a 
treatment dire&ly contrary. 

It is hoped the honourable houfe will confider, 
that it isjmpoflible for the moil ill-minded, ava- 
ricious, or cunning clergyman to do the leaft in- 
j uft ice to the meaneft cottager in his parifh in 
any bargain for tythes, or other ecclefiaftical dues. 
He can at the utmoft only demand to have his 

tythe 
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tythe fairly laid out; and does not once in a 
hundred times obtain bis demand. But every 
tenant, from the pooreft cottager ( to the raoft 
fubftantiai farmer, can, and generally doth, im- 
pofe upon the minifter, by fraud, by theft, by 
lie v by perjuries, by infolence, and fometimes by 
force; notwithftanding the utmoft vigilance and 
(kill of himfelf and his pro&or. Infomuch, that 
it is allowed that the clergy, in general, receive 
little more than one half of their legal dues ; not 
including the charges they are at in collecting or 
bargaining for them. 

• The land rents of Ireland are computed to a- 
bout two millions, whereof one-tenth amounts to 
two hundred thoufand pounds. The beneficed 
clergymen, excluding thofe of this city, are not 
reckoned to be above five hundred ; by which 
computation they fhould each of them pofiefs two 
hundrql pounds a- year, if thofe tythes were e- 
qually divided, although in well cultivated corn 
countries it ought to be more \ whereas they 
hardly receive one half of that fum, with great 
defalcations, and in very bad payments. There 
are indeed a few glebes in the north pretty conG- 
derabie, but if thcfe.and all the reft were in like 
manner equally divided, they would not add 
five pounds a-year to every clergyman. There- 
fore, whether the condition of the clergy in ge- 
neral among us be juftly liable to envy, or able to 
bear a heavy burden, which neither the nobility 
nor gentry, nor tradefmen nor farmers, will 

touch 
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tpuch with one of their fingers 5 this, I fay, is 
fubmitted to the honourable houfe. 

One terrible circumftance in this bill is, that 
of turning the tythe of flax and hemp into what 
the lawyers call a modus, or a certain fum in lieu 
of a tenth part of the produft. And by this 
pra&ice of claiming a modus in many parifhes by 
ancient cuftom, the clergy in both kingdoms have 
been almoft incredible fufFerers. Thus, in the 
prefent cafe, the tythe of a tolerable acre of flax, 
which by a medium is worth twelve (hillings, is 
by the prefent bill reduced to four (hillings. 
Neither is this the worft part in a modus ; every 
determinate fum muft, in procefs of time, fink 
from a fourth to a four and twentieth part, or a 
great deal lower, by that neceflary fall attending 
the value of money, which is now at leaft nine- 
tenths lower all over Europe than it was four 
hundred years ago, by a gradual decline ; and 
even a third part at leaft within our own memo- 
ries, in purchafing almoft every thing required 
for the neceflities or conveniencies of life; as any 
gentleman can atteft, who hath kept houfe for 
twenty years paft. And this will equally afTe£l 
poor countries as well as rich. For, although I 
look upon it as an impoflibility that this kingdom 
fliould ever thrive under its prefent difad vantages, 
which without a miracle muft flill increafe ; yet 
when the whole cafti of the nation (hall fink to 
fifty thoufand pounds, we muft in all our traffic 
abroad, either of import or export, go by the gene- 
ral rate, at which money is valued in thofe coun- 
Vol. IV. E c tries, 
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tries, that enjoy the common privileges of human 
kind. For this reafon, no corporation (if the 
clergy may prefume to call themfelves one) 
fhould by any means grant away their properties 
in perpetuity, upon any conlidcration whatsoever; 
which is a rock that many corporations have fplit 
upon, to their great impoverishment, and fome- 
times to their utter undoing ; becaufe they are 
fuppofed to fubfift for ever, and becaufe no de- 
termination of money is of any certain perpetual 
intrinfic value. This is known enough in Eng- 
land, where eftates let for ever, fome hundred 
years ago, by feveral ancient noble families, do 
not at this prefent pay their poflerity a twentieth 
part of what they are now worth at an eafy rent. 

A tax affefting one part of a nation, which 
already bears its full fhare in all parliamentary 
impofitions, cannot poflibly be juft, except it be 
anfli&ed as a punifhment upon that body of men, 
which is taxed, for fome great demerit or danger 
to the public apprehended from thofe upon whom 
it is laid : thus, the papijis and non-furors have 
been doubly taxed for refufing to give proper fe- 
curities to the government \ which cannot be ob- 
je&cd againft the clergy. And therefore, if this 
bill ihould pafs, I think it ought to be with a pre- 
face, (hewing wherein they have offended, and 
for what difaffe&ion or other crime they are pu- 
niflied. 

If an additional excife upon aie, or a duty up- 
on flefii and bread were to be ena&ed, neither 
the victualler, butcher, or baker, would bear any 

more 
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more of the charge than for what themfelves con- 
futed; hut it would be an equal general tax 
through the whole kingdom : whereas, by this 
bill, the clergy alone are avowedly condemned to 
be deprived of their ancient, inherent, undifput*- 
efi rights, in order to encourage a manufacture 
by which a}l the reft of the kingdom are fuppofed 
to be gainers. 

This bill is dire&ly againft magna charta f 
whereof the firft claufe is for confirming the 
inviolable rights of holy church ; as well as con- 
trary to the oath taken by all our kings at thei* 
coronation, where they fwear to flefend and pro- 
tect the church in> all rjgltf S. > 

A tax laid upon employments, is a very diffe- 
rent thing. The poffeflbrs of civil and military 
employments are no corporation : neither are 
they any part of our conftitution 5 their falaries, 
pay, and perquifitefi are all changeable, at the 
pleafure of the prince who beftows them, al- 
though the army be paid from funds raifed and 
appropriated by the legiflature. But the clergy, 
as they have little reafbn to expe&, fo they defire 
no more than their ancient legal dues 5 only, in- 
deed, with the removal of many grievous impe- 
diments in the collection of, them ; which, it is 
to be feared, they mult wait for until more fa- 
vourable tinies. It is well known, that they have 
already, of their own accord, {hewn great in- 
dulgence to their people upon this very article of 
Jiaxy feldom taking above a fourth part of their 
tithe foe fmall parcels, and oftentimes nothing at 
E e 2 all 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



328 REASONS against settling 

all from new beginners : waiting with patience 
until the farmers were able, and until great quan- 
tities of land were employed in that part of hus- 
bandry; never fufpe&ing, that their good in- 
tentions fhould be perverted in fo lingular a man- 
ner to their detriment by that very affembljr, 
which, during the time that convocations (which 
are an original part of our conftitution, ever Cnce 
chrifliamty became national among us) are thought 
fit to be fufpended, God knows for what.feafon, 
or from what provocations ; I fay, from that very 
aflembly, who, during the intervals of convoca- 
tions, fhould rather be fuppofed to be guardians 
of the rights and properties of the clergy, than to 
make the leafl attempt upon either. 

I have not heard, upon inquiry, that any of 
thofe gentlemen, who, among us, without doors, 
are called the court-party, difcover the leaft zeal 
in this affair. If they had thoughts to interpofe, 
it might be conceived they would (hew their dif- 
pleafure againft this bill, which mud very much 
leflen the value of the king's patronage, upon 
promotion to vacant fees, in the difpofal of dean- 
ries, and other confiderable preferments in the 
church, which are in the donation of the crown; 
whereby the viceroys will have fewer good pre- 
ferments to beftow on their dependents, as well 
as upon the kindred of members, who may have 
a fuflicient flock of that fort of merit, whatever it 
may be, which may in future times moft prevaiL 

The diffetttersi by not fucceeding in their en- 
deavours to procure a repeal of the teft y have loft 

ngthing, 
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nothing, but continue in a full enjoyment of their 
toleration ; while the clergy, without giving the 
leaft offence, are, by this bill, deprived of a con- 
siderable branch of their ancient legal rights; 
whereby the fchifmatical party will have the plea- 
sure of gratifying their revenge- hoc Graii vo- 

here. 

The farmer will find no relief by this modus : 
becaufe, when his prefent leafe fhall expire, his 
landlord will infallibly raife the rent in an equal 
proportion upon every part of land where flax is 
fown, and have fo much abetter fecurity for pay- 
ment at the expence of the clergy. 

If we judge by things paft, it little avails that 
this bill is to be limited to a certain time, of ten, 
twenty, or thirty years. For no landlord will e- 
vcr confent, that a law fhall expire, by which he 
finds himfelf a gainer ; and of this there are ma- 
ny examples, as well in England as in this king- 
dom. 

The great end of this bill, is, by proper en- 
couragement, to extend the linen manufacture 
into thofe countries where it hath hitherto been 
little cultivated : but this encouragement of lef- 
fening the tithe of flax and hemp> is one of fuch a 
kind, as, it is to be feared, will have a dire&ly 
contrary effeft : Becaufe, if I am rightly inform- 
ed, no fet of men hath, for their number and for- 
tunes, been more induftrious and fuccefsful than 
the clergy, in introducing that manufacture into 
places which were unacquainted with it, by per- 
fuading their people to fowflax and hetnp> by pro-? 
E e 3 curing 
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curing feed for them, and by haying them in- 
ftru&ed in the management thereof; and this 
they did, not without reafonable hopes of increas- 
ing the value of their parifhes after fome time, as 
well as of promoting the benefit of the public 
But, if this modus fhould take place, the clergy 
"will be fo far from gaining, that they will be- 
come lofers by their extraordinary care, by hav- 
ing their bed arable lands turned to Jiax and himp f 
which are reckoned great impoveriftiers of land : 
they cannot, therefore, be blamed, if they fhould 
{hew as much zeal to prevent its being intro- 
duced or improved in iheir parifhes, as they hi- 
therto have mewed in the introducing and im- 
proving it. This, I am told, fome of them have 
already declared, at lead fo far as to refolve not 
to give themfelves any more trouble than other 
men, about promoting a manufacture, by the fuc- 
cefs of which, they only, of all men, are to be 
fufferers. Perhaps the giving even a further en- 
couragement than the law doth, as it now ftands, 
to a fet of men who might, on many accounts, 
be fo ufeful to this purpofe, would be no bad me- 
thod of having the great end of the bill more ef- 
fectually anfwercd : but this is what they are far 
from defiring j all they petition for,' is no more 
than to continue on the fame footing with the 
xeft of their fellow -fubje&s. 

If this modus of paying by the acre be to paft 
into a law, it were to be wifhed, that the fame 
law would not only appoint one or more from 
(urveyors in each pa/i& to meafure the buufc, on 

which 
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which flax and heinp arc fown, but alfo fettle the 
price of furveying, and determine, whether the 
incumbent or farmer id to pay for each annual 
furvey. Without fomething of this kind, there! 
fnuft conftantly be difputes between them, and 
the neighbouring juftkes 6f pe^ce muft be teazed 
as often as thofe difputes happen. 

I had written thus fat, when a paper was fent 
to me, with feveral reafons againft the bill; 
feme whereof, although, they have been- already 
touched, are put in a better light, and the reft 
did not occur to me. I (hall deliver them in the 
author's own words. 

I. That tithes are the patrimony of tbe church ; 
and, if not of divine original, yet at leaft of great 
antiquity. ; ' * ^ 

II. That all purchafes and leafes of tytheable 
lands, for many centuries pad, have been made 
and taken, fubjeft to the demand of tythes, and 
thofe lands fold and taken juft fo much the cheap- 
er on that account. * 

III. That if ' any lands are exempted front 
tithes, or .the legal demands of fuch tithes lefTen- 
ed by a£k of parliament, fo milch value is taken 
from the proprietor of the tithes, and vefled iri 
the proprietor of tbe lands, or his head tenants. 

IV. That no innbeent unoffending perfon can 
be fo deprived of his property 1 , without the greater! 
violation of common juftice. 

V. That to do this upon a profpeft of en- 
couraging the linen or any other manufacture, is 
atting upon a very miftaken afcdunjuft fuppofition ; 

1 inafmuch 
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inafmuch as the price of the lands fo occupied, will 
be no way leflened to the farmer by fuch a law. " 

VI. That the clergy are content chearfully to 
bear (as they now do) any burden in common 
with their fellow fubjefts, either for the fupport 
of his majefty's government, or the encourage- 
ment of the trade of the nation, but think it very 
hard that they mould be fingjed out to pay hea- 
vier taxes than others, at a time, when, by the de- 
creafe of the value of their parifhes, they are lefs 
able to bear them. 

VII. That the legiflature hatb heretofore dif- 
tinguifhed the clergy by exemptions, and not by 
additional loads ; and the prcfent clergy of the 
kingdom hope they have not deferved worfe- of 
the legiflature than their predeceflbrs. 

VTII. That by the original conftitution of thefe 
kingdoms, the clergy had the fole right of taxing 
themfelves, and were in pofleflion of that right as 
low as the reftoration ; and if that right be now 
devolved upon the commons by the ceflion of the 
clergy, the commons can be confidered in this cafe 
in no other light than as theguardians of the clergy, 

IX. That befides thofe tythes always in the 
pofleflion of the clergy, there are fome portions 
of tythes lately come into their pofleflion by pur- 
chafe ; that if this claufe fhouid take place, they 
would not be allowed the benefit of thefe purcha- 
fes upon an equal foot of advantage with the reft 
of their fellow-fubjefts. And that fome tythes 
in the hands of improprietors are under fettle- 
ments and mortgages. 

X. That 
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3L : That the gentlemen of this houfe fhould 
confider, that loading the clergy is loading their 
own younger brothers and children, with this ad- 
ditional grievance, that it is taking from the young- 
er and poorer to give to the elder and richer ; and, 

Laftly, That if it were at any time juft and 
proper to do this, it would however be too fevere 
to do it now, when all the tythes of the Icings 
dom are known for fome years paft to have funk 
above one third part in their value. 

Any income in the hands of the clergy, is at 
leaft as ufeful to the public as the fame income 
in the hands of the laity. 

It were more reafonable to grant the Clergy, in 
three parts of the nation, an additional fupport, 
than to diminifh their prefent fubfiftence. 

Great employments are and will be in the 
hands of Englimmen •, nothing left for the young- 
er fons of Irifhmen but vicarages, tide-waiters plai- 
ces, &c* therefore no reafon to make them worfe. 

The modus upon the Jiax in England, affe£ts 
only lands reclaimed fince the year 1690, and is 
at the rate of five millings the Englifti acre, which 
is equivalent to eight (hillings and eight pence IriuY, 
and that to be paid before the farmer removed it 
from the field. Flax is a manufa&ureof little con- 
fequence in England, but is the flaple in Ireland ; 
and if it increafes (as it probably will) muft in many 
places joftle out corn, becaufe it is more gainful. 

The clergy of the eftabliflied church have no 
intereft like thofe of the church of Rome, diftincl: 
from the true intereft of their country, and there- 
fore 
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fore ought to fuffcr under no diftin& uBpottiotis 
or taxes of any kind. 

.. The bill for fettling the tnpdus. oiflax in Eng* 
J«*nd, was brought in the firft ypar of the reign of 
king .George I", when the* clergy lay very unjuftly 
under the amputation of fome difeffedtjon; and 
to encourage the bringing in of fame fens in Lin- 
colnftiire which were not to be cpntinued under 
fiax; but it left all lands where jb<x had been 
fown before that time under the fame condition 
of tythingi in which they were before the paffing 
of that bill: whereas this bill takes away what the 
clergy are actually .pofleffed of. 

That the woollen manufacture is the ftaple of 
England, as the lin^n is that of Ireland, yet no 
attempt was ever made in England to reduce the 
tythe of wool for the encouragement of that ma- 
nufacture. This manufacture hath already been 
remarkably fcnfoUfed by the clergy, who have hi- 
therto been generally content with le£s than half, 
fome with fix^pencc £ garden, and fome have 
taken nothing. 

Employments, they fay, have been taxed ; the 
ieafons for which taxation will hot hold, with re- 
gard to property at lead, till employments become 
inheritances. The commons always have had fo 
tender a regard to property, that they 1 would never 
fnffer any law to pafs, whereby any ^particular per- 
ions might hcaggrieved, without their oitfn confent. 

N. B# Some alteration* have keen made in the 
bill about the modus, fince the above paper wai 
written^ $ but they are of little moment. 

A 
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A modcft PROPOSAL for preventing the 
Children of poor People in Ireland 
from being a burden to their Parents or Coun- 
try, and for making them beneficial to the 
Public. 

IT is a melancholy object to thofe, Who walk 
through this great town, or travel in tht 
country, when they fee the ftrtets, the roads, and 
cabin doors crowded with beggars of the female 
fex, followed by three, four, or fix children) all in 
rags, and importuning every paflfenger for an aim*. 
Thefe mothers, inftead 6t being able to work for 
their honeft livelihood, are forced to employ all 
their time in ftrolling, to beg fubfiftence for their 
helplefs infants, who, as they grow up, either turn 
thieves for want of work, or leave their dear ' na~ - 
five country to fight for the pretender in Spain, or 
fell themfelves to Barbadoes. 

I think it is agreed by all parties, that this pro-* 
digioas number of children in the arms, or on 
the backs, or at the heels, of their mothers, and 
frequently of their fathers, is in the prefent de- 
plorable ft ate of the kingdom a very great additional 
grievance ; and therefore, whoever could find out 
a fair, cheap and eafy method of making thefe 
children found and ufeful members of the com* 
monwealth, would deferve fo well of the publie, 
as to have his ftatue fet up for a preferver of the 
nation. 

But my intention is very far from being con- 
fined to provide only for the children of profejfed 

beggars : 
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beggars : it is of a much greater extent, and fhall 
take in the whole number of infants at a certain 
age, who are born of parents in effeft as little 
able to fupport them, as thofe who demand our 
charity in the ftreets. 

As to my own part, having turned my thoughts 
for many years upon this important fubje&, and 
maturely weighed thefevcrzl fchemes of our projec- 
tors, I have always found them grofly*miftaken 
in their computation. It is true, a child ju/? dropt 
from its dam may be fupportcd by her milk for a 
folar year, with little other nourifhment : at raoft 
not above the value of two {hillings, which the 
mother may certainly get, or the value in fcraps, 
by her lawful occupation of begging $ and it is 
exactly at one year old that I propofe to provide 
for tbem in fuch a manner, as, inftead of being a 
charge upon their parents, or the parijh, or want- 
ing food and raiment for the reft of their lives, 
they (hall, on the contrary, contribute to the 
feeding, and partly to the cloathing of many 
thoufands. 

. There is likewife another great advantage in 
my fcheme, that it will prevent thofe voluntary 
abortions, and that horrid pra&ice of women mur- 
dering their bqftard children, alas ! too frequent 
?unong us, facrificing the poor innocent babes, I 
doubt more to avoid the expence than the (harae, 
which would move tears and pity in the moft fa- 
vage and inhuman bread. 

The number of fouls in this kingdom being 
ufually reckoned one million and a half, of thefe 

leal- 
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1 calculate there may be about two hundred thou- 
fand couple, whofe wives are breeders ; from 
'which number I fubtraft thirty thoufand couple 
who are able to maintain their own children, (al- 
though I apprehend there cannot be fo many un- 
der the prefent diflreffes of the kingdom) but this 
being granted, there will remain an hundred and 
feventy thoufand breeders. I again fubtraft fifty 
thousand for thofe women, who mifcarry, or 
whofe children die by accident or difeafe within 
the year. There only remain an hundred and 
twenty thoufand children of poor parents annually 
born. The queftion therefore is, How this num- 
ber fhall be reared and provided for ? which, as 
I have already faid, under the prefent fituation 
of affairs, is utterly impoflible by all the methods 
hitherto propofed. For we can neither employ them 
in handicraft or agriculture ; we neither build 
houfes, (I mean in the country) nor cultivate 
land : they can very feldom pick up a livelihood 
byjlealing, till they arrive at fix years old, except 
where they are of towardly parts > although I con- 
fute they learn the rudiments much earlier j du- 
ring which time they can however be properly 
looked upon only as probationers ; as I have been 
informed by a principal gentleman in the county 
of Cavan, who protefted to me, that he never 
knew above one or two inftances under the age 
of fix, even in a part of the kingdom fo renowned 
for the quichef proficiency in that art. 

I am afltired by our merchants, that a boy or 
agirl before twelve years old, is no faleable com- 

Vol. IV. Ff modityj 
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modify; and even when they com* to this age, 
they will not yield above three pounds, or thiee 
pounds and half a crown at moft, on the ex- 
change ; which cannot turn to account either to 
the parents or kingdom, the charge of nutri- 
ment and rags having been at leaft four times 
that value. 

I (hall now therefore humbly propofe my own 
thoughts, which I hope will not be liable to the 
leaft objection. 

I have been aflured by a very knowing Ameri- 
can of my acquaintance in London, that a young 
healthy child well nurfed, is at a year old moft 
delicious, nourifhing, and wholefome food, whe- 
thtrjlewed, roqfted, baked, or boiled; and I make 
. no doubt that it will equally ferve in Tifricajfee, 
or a ragoujl. 

I do therefore humbly offer it to public confedera- 
tion, that of the hundred and twenty thoufand 
children already computed, twenty thoufand may 
be refer ved for breed, whereof only one- fourth 
part to be males ; which is more than we allow 
to Jheep, black cattle, or fwine ; and my reafon is, 
that thefe children are feldom the fruits of mar- 
riage, a circumfiance not much regarded by our favu~ 
ges, therefore one male will be fufficient to ferve 
four females. That the remaining hundred thou- 
fand may, at a year old, be offered in fale to the 
perfons of quality and fortune through the king- 
dom ; always advHing the mother to- let them 
fuck plentifully in the laft month, fo as to render 
them plump and fat for a good table. A child 

will 
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will make two dirties at an entertainment for 
friends; and when the family dines alone, the fore 
or hind quarter will make a reafonable dilh, and 
feafoned with a little pepper or fait, will be very 
good boiled on the fourth day, efpecially in winter. 
I have reckoned upon a medium, that a child 
juft born will weigh 1 2 pounds, and in a folar year, 
if tolerably nurfed, will encreafe to 28 pounds. 

I grant this food will be fomewhat dear, and 
therefore very proper for landlords, who, as they 
have already devoured mod of the parents, feem 
to have the bed title to the children. 

Infants' flefh will be in feafon throughout the 
year, but more plentiful in March, and a little 
before and after ; for we arc. told by a grave author, 
f an eminent French phyfician, that j^Z> being a 
frdific diet, there are more children born in Roman 
catholic countries about nine months after Lent, 
than at any other feafon ; therefore, reckoning 
a year after Lent, the markets will be more 
flatted than ufual, becaufe the number of popijb 
infants is at lead three to one in this kingdom ; and 
therefore it will have one other collateral advan- 
tage, by lefTening the number of papifts among us. 
I have already computed the charge of nurfing 
a beggar's child (in which lift \ reckon all cottagers, 
labourers, and four-fifths of the farmers ) to be a- 
bout two Shillings /*rtfttm/»*, rags included 5 and 
I believe no gentleman would repine to give ten 
(hillings for the carcafe of a good fat child, which, 
as I have faid, will make four diflxes of excellent 
F f 2 nutritive 

\ Rabelais. 
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nutritive meat, when he hath only fome particu- 
lar friend, or his own family to dine with him. 
Thus the fquire will learn to be a good landlord, 
and grow popular among his tenants \ the mother 
will have eight fhillings neat profit, and be fit for 
work, till fiie produces another child. 

Thofe, who are more thrifty {as I muft eonfefs the 
times require) may flay the carcafe ; the (kin of 
which, artificially drefled, will make admirable 
gloves for ladies , and fumtner boots for fine gentlemen* 

As to our city of Dublin, fhambles may be 
appointed for this purpofe in the mod convenient 
parts of it, and butchers we may be allured will 
not be wanting \ although I rather recommend 
buying the children alive, and dreffing them hot 
from the knife, as we do roajling pigs. 

A very worthy perfon, a true lover of his coun- 
try, and whofe virtues I highly eftecm, was late- 
ly pleafed, in difcourfing on this matter, to offer 
a refinement upon my fcheme. He faid, that 
many gentlemen of this kingdom, having of late 
deftroyed their deer, he conceived that the want 
of venifon might be well fupplied by the bodies of 
young lads and maidens, not exceeding fourteen 
years of age, nor under twelve ; fo great a num- 
ber of both fexes in every county being now ready 
to ftarve for want of work and fervice \ and thefe 
to be difpofed of by their parents, if alive, or o- 
therwife *by their neareft relations. But, with 
due deference to fo excellent a friend, and fo de- 
fending a patriot, I cannot be altogether in bis 
feotiments \ for, as to the males, my American 
• acquaintance. 
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acquaintance affured me, from frequent expe* 
rience, that their flefh was generally tough and 
lean, like that of our fchool-boys, by continual 
exercife, and their taftc difagreeable, and to 
fatten them would not anfwer the charge. Then, 
as to the females, it would, I think, with hum- 
ble fubmifiion, be a lofs to the public^ becaufe they 
foon would become breeders themfelves : and be* 
fides, it is not improbable, that fome fcrupulou* 
people might be apt to cenfure fuch a pra£Hce, 
(although indeed very unjuftly) as a little border- 
ing upon cruelty \ which I confefs, hath always 
been with me the ftrongeft obje&ion againft any 
projeft, how well foever intended. 

But in order tojuftify my friend, he confeffed, 
that this expedient was put into his head by the 
famous Salmanaazor, a native of the ifland of For- 
mofa, who came from thence to London above 
twenty years ago, and* in converfation, told my 
friend, that in his country, when any young per- 
fon happened to be put to death, the executioner 
fold the carcafe to perfons of quality as a prime 
dainty ; and that in his time the body of a plump 
girl of fifteen, who was crucified for an attempt 
to poifon the Emperor, was fold to his imperial 
Majejlfs Prime Minijler of State, and other great 
mandarins of the court, in joints from the gibbet % 
. at four hundred crowns. Neither indeed can I 
deny, that if the fame ufe were made of feveral 
plump young girls in this town* who, without 
one fingle groat to their fortunes, cannot ftir a- 
broad without a chair, and appear at a phy-houfe 
F f 3 and 
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-and affembliesm foreign "fineries which they w&et 
•will pay for, the kingdom would not be the worfe. 
Some perfons of a defponding fpirit are in 
great concern about that vaft number ©f poor 
people, who are aged, difeafed, or maimed; and 
I have been defired to empk>y ray thoughts, what 
courfe may be taken to eafe the nation of fe grie- 
vous an incumbrance. But I am not in the leaft 
pain upon that matter, becaufe it & very weH known 
that they arc every day dying and rotting, by cold 
'and famine, and: filth and vermin, as fail as can be 
reafonably expe&ed. And as to the young labour- 
ers, they are now in almoft as hopeful a condi- 
tion : they. cannot get work, and confetmentfy 
pine away for want of ticuriihment, to a degree,, 
that if at any time they are accidentally hired to 
common labour, they hare not ftrength to per- 
form it; and thus the country and themfelve* 
are happily delivered from the wife to come. 

I have too long digrefled,' and therefore fhail 
return to my fubjeft. I think the advantages by 
the propofal, which I Rave made, are obvious and 
many, as well as of the higheft importance. 

For, firfi, as I have already obferved, it wouM 
greatly leffen the number of papifis, with whom we 
are yearly over-run, being the principal breeders 
of the nation, as well as our moll dangerous ene- 
mies, ami who flay at home on purpbfe to deliver 
the kingdom to the Pretender, hoping to take theit 
advantage by the abfence of fo many good protefi- 
ants, who have chofen rather to leave their coun- 
try* 
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•fry, than (lay at home and pay tithes againft their 
-Conference to an epifcopal curate. 

Secondly ,The poorer tenants will have fomething 
Trainable of their own, which by law may be 
made liable to a diilrefs, and help to pay their 
landlord's rent; their corn and cattle being already 
fcized, and money a thing unknown. 

Thirdly, Whereas the maintenance of an hundred 
thoufand children, from two years old and upwards, 
cannot be computed at lefc than ten {hillings a 
-piece per ann. the nation's ftock will be thereby en- 
- created 50,000 1. per ann. befides the profit of a. 
new di(h introduced to the tables of all gentlemen 
of fortune in the kingdom, who have any refine- 
ment in tafte. And the money will circulate a- 
mong ourfelves, the goods being entirely of oar 
own growth and manufacture. 

Fourthly, The eonftant breeders, befides the 
gain of eight ihillings Jletting per anntrm by the 
fale of their thildren, will be rid of the charge 
of maintaining them after the firft year- 

Fifthly , This food would likewise bring great 
atftom to taverns 1 where the vintners will cer- 
tainly be fo prudent as to procure the be ft receipts 
for drefli ng it to perfection, and confequendy 
have their houfes frequented by all the fine get- 
tlethen, who juftly value themiclves upon their 
"knowledge in £ood earing 5 and a fkilful cook,, 
who understands how to oblige his guefts, will 
contrive to make it as expenfive as they pleafe. 

Sixthly, X nis would be a great inducement to 
marriage* which all wife nations have either en- 
couraged 
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couraged by rewards, or enforced by laws and pe» 
nalties. It would encreafe the care and tender- 
nefs of mothers towards their children, when 
they were fure of a fettlement for life to the poor 
babes, provided in fome fort by*the public, to 
their annual profit inftead of expence. We 
fhould foon fee an honeft emulation among the 
married women, which of them could bring the fat* 
tejl child to the market. Men would become as 

fond of their wives during the time of their preg- 
nancy, as they are now of their mares in foal, their 
cows in calf, otfows when they are ready to far- 

^owj nor offer to beat ©r kick tbefn (as is too 
frequent a pra&ice) for fear of a mifcarriage. 

Many other advantages might be enumerated* 
For inftance, the addition of fome thoufand car- 
cafes in our exportation of barreled beef: the 
propagation of fwines flejh> and improvement in 
the art of making good bacon, fo much wanted a- 
mong us by the great deft ruction oipigs, too fre- 
quent at our tables \ which are no way com- 
parable in tafte and magnificence to a well-grown, 
fat, yearly child, which, roafted whole, will make 
a confiderable figure at a Lord mayor's feaft, or 
any other public entertainment. But this, and 

. many others, I omit, being ftudious of brevity. 
Suppofing that one theufand families in the 

, city would be conftant cuftomers for infants flefb, 
befides others who might have it at merry meet- 
ings, particularly at weddings and chriflenings y I 

* compute, that Dublin would take off, annually, 
about twenty thoufand carcates \ and the reft of 

the 
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the kingdom (where probably they will be fold fome- 
what cheaper) the remaining eighty thoufand. 

I can think of no one objection, that will pof- 
fibly be raifed againft this propofal, unlefs it (hould 
be urged, that the number of people will be 
thereby much leflened in the kingdom. This I 
freely own, and it was indeed one principal de- 
fign in offering it to the world. I defire the 
reader will obferve, that I calculate my remedy 
for this one individual kingdom of Ireland, and 
for no other that ever was, is, or, I think, ever can 
be upon earth. Therefore, let no man talk to me 
of other expedients : of taxing our abfentees at five 
/hillings a pound : of ufing neither clothes nor houjhold 
furniture, except what is of our own growth and 
manufatlurt : of utterly rejeBing the materials and 
injlruments, that promote foreign luxury : of curing 
the expenfivenefs of pride, vanity, idlenefs, and gam- 
ing in our women : of introducing a vein of parfi* 
mony, prudence, and temperance : of learning to 
love our country, in the want of which we differ 
even from Laplanders, and the inhabitants of 
To pinamboo: of quitting our animqftties and fac- 
tions, nor ailing any longer like the Jews 9 who were 
murdering one another at the very moment their city 
was taken : of being a little cautious not to fell our 
country and confeiences for nothing: of teaching land'* 
lords to have at leaf one degree of mercy towards 
their tenants: laflly, of putting a fpirit of honejly, 
indujlry^ and Jit 11 into our Jhop~ keepers, who , if a 
refolution could now be taken to buy only our native 
foods 9 would immediately unite to cheat and exacl 

upon 
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upon us in the price , the meafure $ and the goodnc/sy 
nor could ever yet be brought to make one fair propofal 
of juft dealings though often and earnejtly invited to it. 

Therefore I repeat, let no man talk to me of 
thefe and the like expedients, * till he hath at leaft 
fome glimpfe of hope, that there will ever befome 
hearty and iincere attempt to put them in praBice. 

But, as to myfelf, having been wearied out for 
many years with offering vain, idle, vifionary 
thoughts, and at length utterly defpairing of fuc- 
cefs, I fortunately fell upon this propofal ; which, 
as it is wholly new, fo it hath fomething folid and 
real, of no expence and little trouble, full in our 
own power, and whereby we can incur no dan- 
ger in d'fobJiging England. For this kind of 
commodity will not bear exportation, the fleih 
being of too tender a confidence to admit a 
long continuance in fait ; oith%K pcrh*ps % 1 could 
name a country, which would be glad to eat up our 
whole nation 'without it. 

After all, I am not fo violently bent upon ray 
own opinion, as to reje& any offer propofed by 
wife men, which {hall be found equally innocent, 
cheap, eafy, and effe&ual. &ut before fomething 
of that kind fliall be advanced in contradiction 
to my fcheme, and v offering a better, I defire the 
.author or authors will be pleafed maturely to con- 
fider two points. Firft y As things now ftand, 
how they wiH be able to find food and raiment 

fox 

* Thefe expedients had been propoied before, fome of them 
by the Dean ; and to urge the practice of them, by Jhewiiig tbt 
§nly alternative, fcems to have been the dcfijpi of tbif pa^flt. 
iXUrwkcf. 
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for a hundred thoufand ufelefs mouths and backs. 
And, fecondtyyThzrc being a round naillicfn of 
creatures in human figure throughout this king- 
dom, whofe whole fubfiftence, put into a com- 
mon flock, would leave them in debt two mil- 
lions of pounds Jkrling, adding thofe, who are 
beggars by profeflion, to the bulk of farmers, 
cottagers, and labourers, with their wives and 
children, who are beggars in effe£t ; I defire thofe 
politicians who diflike my overture, and may per- 
haps be fo bold to attempt an anfwer, that they 
will firft afk the parents of thefe moitals, whe- 
ther they would not, at this day, think it a great 
happinefs to have been fold for food at a year old, 
in the manner I prefcribe, and thereby have a- 
voided fuch a perpetual fcene of misfortunes, as 
they have fince gone through, by the opprejjion of 
landlords , the impojftbility of paying rent without 
money or trade y the want of common fu/lenance, with 
neither houfe nor clothes to cover them from the 
inclemencies of the weather, and the rwoft inevit- 
able profpecl of entailing the like , or greater miferies,_ 
upon their breed for ever. 

I profefs, in the fincerity of my heart, that I 
have not the leaft perfonal intereft in endeavour-, 
ing to promote this neceflary work, having no o* 
ther motive than the public good of my country, by 
advancing our trade % providing for infants^ relieving 
the poor, and giving feme pleafure to the rich. I 
have no children, by which I can propofe to get 
a fingle penny 5 the youngeft being nine years 
old, and my wife pall child-bearing. 

To 
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To the Honourable Houfc of Commons; in. 

The humble Petition of the 'Foot men 
in and about the City of DuSlin. 

Written in the year 173*. 



Humbly Jheweti, 

THAT your petitioners are a great and nu- 
merous y&r/V/y, endowed with feveral pri- 
vileges time out of mind. 

That certain lewd % idle, and diforderly perfons 
for feveral months paft, as it N is notorioufly 
known, have been daily feen in the public walks 
of this city, habited fometimes in green coats > and 
fome times laced 9 with long oaken cudgels in their 
hands, and without fwords } in hopes to procure 
favour, by that advantage, with a great number 
of ladies who frequent thofe walks •, pretending 
and giving themfelves out to be true genuine I- 
riih footmen : whereas they can be proved to be 
no better than common toupees, as a judicious 
eye may foon difcover, by their awkward, clumfy 9 
ungenteel gait and behavioijr $ by their unfkilful- 
nefs in drefs, even w^th the advantage of our ha- 
bits ; by their ill-favoured countenances, with an 
air of impudence and dulnefs peculiar to the reft of 
their brethren, who have not yet arrived at that 

tranfeendent 
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tTanfcendent pitch of aflurance j although it may 
be juftly apprehended, that they will do fo in 
time, if thefe counterfeits fhall happen to fucceed 
in their evil defign of paffing for real footmen^ 
thereby to render themfelves more amiable to the 
ladies. 

Your petitioners do farther alledge, that many 
of the faid counterfeits, upon a ftri£t examination, 
have been found in the aft of J} rut ting , Jtaring % 
/wearing, fwaggering, in a manner that plainly 
(hewed their bed endeavours to imitate us. 
Wherein, although they did not fucceed, yet by 
their ignorant and ungainly way of copying our 
graces, the utmoft indignity was endeavoured to 
be caft upon our whole profeffion. 

Your petitioners do therefore make it their 
humble requeft, that this honourable houfe (to ma* 
ny of whom your petitioners are nearly allied) will 
pleafe to take this grievance into your moft feri- 
ous confideration : humbly fubmitting, whether 
it would not be proper, that certain officers might 
at the public charge be employed to fearch for, 
and difcover all fuch counterfeit footmen ; to carry 
them before the next jufike of peace, by whofe 
warrant, upon the firft conviction, they fhould be 
ftripped of their coats and oaken ornaments, and 
be fet two hours in the flocks ; upon the fecond 
conviction, befides ftripping, to be fet fix hours in 
the (locks, with a paper pinned on their breafts, 
fignifying their crime, in large capital letters, 
and in the following words : A. B. commonly call- 
Vol.IV. Gg ed 
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ed A. B. Efq; a toupee, and a notorious impojor, 
%ubo prefumed to perfoliate a true Irijb footman. 

And for any other offence, the faid toupee (hall 
be committed to Bridewell, whipped three times, 
forced to hard labour for a month, and not to be 
fet at liberty till he (hall have given fufficient fc- 
curity for his good behaviour. 

Your hovo. rs will pleafe to obferve, with what 
lenity we propofe to treat thefe enormous offen- 
ders, who have already brought fuch a fcandal on 
our honourable catting, that feveral well-meaning 
people have miftaken them to be of our fraterni* 
ty y in diminution to that credit and dignity 
^whereby we have fupportcd our flat ion, as we al- 
ways did, in the ivorft of times. And we farther 
beg leave to remark, that this was manifeftly 
done with a feditious defign, to render us left 
capable of ferving the public in any great employ- 
ments, as feveral of owe fraternity, as well as our 
ancejlors, have done. 

We do therefore humbly implore your honours 
to give neceflary orders for our relief in this pre- 
fent exigency : And your petitioners (as in duty 
bound) (hall ever pray, &V. 



A PRO- 
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A PROPOSAL for giving badges to the 
Beggars in all the Parifhes of Dublin. 

By the Dcan-of St. Patrick's. 
Written in the year 1737. 

IT hath been a general complainf, that the poor- 
houfe (efpecially fince the new conftitution 
by a£l of parliament) hath been of no benefit to 
this city, for the eafe of which it was wholly in- 
tended. I hao\the honour to be a member of it 

-many years before it was new-modelled by the 
legiflature; not from any perfonal regard, but 
merely as one of the two deans, who are of 
courfe put into irioft; commiffions that relate to 
the city j and I have likewife the honour to have 
been left out of feveral commiffions, upon the 
fcore of party, in which my predeceflbrs, time out 

,of mind, have always been members. 

The firft commiffion was made up of about 
fifty perfons, which were, the Lord Mayor, Al- 
dermen, and Sheriffs, and fome few other citi- 

. zens ; the Judges, the two Archbifhops, the two 
Deans of the city, and one or two more gentle- 
men. And I muft confefs my opinion, that the 
diflblving the old commiffion, and eftablifhing a 
new one, of near three times the number, have 
been the great caufe of rendering fo good a de-> 

• fign not only ufelefs, but a grievance inftead of 
Ggz a benefit 
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a benefit to the city. In the prefent commifficra, 
all the city clergy are included, befides a great 
number of 'Squires, not only thofe who refide in 
Dublin and the neighbourhood, but feveral Who 
live at a great diftance, and cannot poffibly have 
the leaft concern for the advantage of the city. 

At the few general meetings that I have at- 
tended fince the new eftabliihment, I obfenred 
very little was done, except one or two a&s of ex- 
treme juftice, which I then thought might as well 
have been fpared : and I have found the court of 
•ffiflants ufually taken up in little wrangks about 
coachmen, or adjufting accounts of meal and 
fmall beer; which, however neceffary, might 
fometimes have given place to matters of much 
greater moment, 1 mean fome fchemes recom- 
mended to the general Board, for atifweritig the 
cbicf ends in cre&uig and cftablifliing fuch a 
pooi>houfe, and endowing it with fo confidcrable 
a revenue : and the principal end I take to have 
been, that of maintaining the poor and orphans of 
the city, where the parishes arc not able to do it \ 
and clearing the ftreets from all (trailers, foueign- 
ers, and fturdy beggars, with which, to the uni- 
verfal complaint and admiration, Dublin is more 
infefted fine* tbe eftablifhment of the poor-boufe, 
than it was ever known to be fince its firftercfison. 
' As the whole fund for fupporting this hofpital 
is raifed only from the inhabitants of the city, fo 
there can be hardly any thing more abfurd than 
to fee it mifemployed in maintaining foreign beg- 
gars, and baftardsj or orphans of farmers, whofc 

Qountrj 
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country landlords never contributed one fliilling 
towards their fupport. I would engage, that half 
this revenue, if employed with common care, and 
no very great degree of common honefty, would 
maintain all the real obje&s of charity in this 
city, except a fmall number of original poor in 
every parifh, who might, without being burden- 
fome to the parifhioners, find a tolerable fupport. 

I have for fome years pad applied myfelf to fe- 
veral Lord-Mayors, and the late Archbifhop of 
Dublin, for a remedy to this evil of foreign beg- 
gars \ and they all appeared ready to receive a 
very plain propofal, I mean that of badging the 
original poor of every parifli, who begged in the 
ftreets ; that the faid beggars fhould be confined 
to their own pariflies ; that they mould wear their 
badges well fown upon one of their moulders, al- 
ways vifible, on pain of being whipped and turn- 
ed out of town ; or whatever legal punifhment 
may be thought proper and effe&ual. But, by 
the wrong way of thinking in fome clergymen, 
and the indifference of others, this method was 
perpetually defeated, to their own continual dif- 
quiet, which they do not ill deferve $ and if the 
grievance affcfled only them, it would be of lefs 
confequence \, bccaufe the remedy is in their own 
power : but, all ftreet- walkers and fhop-keepers 
bear an equal (hare in its hourly vexation* 

I never heard more than one objection againft 
this expedient of badging the poor, and confining 
jheir walks to their f^veral pariflies. The objec- 
tion was this ; What fhall we do with the foreign 
Gg3 beggars i 
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fcggars ? mnft they be left to (larve ? I anfwer- 
ed, No j but they mud be driven or whipped out 
of town 5 and let the next country parifh do as they 
pleafe, or rather, after the pra&ice in England, 
fend them from one parifh to another, until they 
reach their own homes. By the old laws of Eng- 
land flill in force, every partfh is bound to main- 
tain its own poor y and the matter is of no fucb 
confequence m this point as fome would make it, 
whether a country parifh be rieh or poor. In the 
temoter and poorer parifhes of the kingdom, all ne- 
eeflaries for life, proper for poor people, are com- 
.paratively cheaper ; I mean,butter-milk, oat-meal* 
potatoes, and other vegetables ; and every farmer 
or cottager, who is not hknfelf a beggar, can 
fometlmes fpare a fup or a morfcl, not worth the 
fourth part of a farthing, to an indigent neigh- 
bour of his own parifli, who is difaMed from 
work. A beggar native of the pariih is known, 
to the ^Squire, to the church miniftcr, to the po- 
pifh prieft, or the conventicle teaeher, as well a* 
to every farmer : he hath generally fome relation* 
able to Hve, and contribute fomething to hi* 
maintenance : none of which advantages can be 
reafonably expected on a removal to places where 
he is altogether unknown. If he be not quite 
maimed, he and his trull, and litter of brats (if 
he has any) may get half their fupport by doing 
fome kind of work in their power, and thereby 
be lefs burdenfome to the people- In fliort, all 
neceffaries of life grow in the country, and not in? 
cities, and are cheaper wficre they grow 5 nor is 

it 
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It equitable, fhat beggars mould put us to the 
charge of giving them vi&uals, and the carriage 
too. 

But, when the fpirit of wandering takes him, 
attended by his females and their equipage of 
children, he becomes a miifance to the whole 
country : he and his female are thieves, and teach 
the trade of dealing to their brood at four years 
old; and if his infirmities be counterfeit, it is 
dangerous for a fingle perfon unarmed to meet 
him on the road. He wanders from one coun- 
try to another, but ftill with a view to this town* 
thither he arrives at laft, and enjoys all the pri- 
sieges of a Dublin beggar. 

I do not wonder, that the country Yquires 
fliould be very willing to fend up their colonies j, 
Iwt why the city mould be content to receive 
them, is beyond my imagination. 

If the city were obliged by their charter to» 
maintain a thoufand beggars, they could do it 
cheaper by eighty per cent* a hundred miles off* 
than in this town, or in any of its fuburbs. 

Thcie is no village in Connaught^ that in pro- 
portion (hares fo deeply in the daily increasing 
miferies of Ireland, as its capital city ; to which 
miferies there hardly remained any addition, ex- 
cept the perpetual (warms of foreign beggars, who* 
might be banilbed in a month, without expence* 
and with very little trouble. 

As I am , perfonally acquainted with a great 
number of ftreet-beggars, I find fome weak at- 
tempts have been made ia one or two parHhes to 

promote 
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promote the wearing of badges 5 and my firft 
queftion to thofe who a(k an alms is, Where is 
your badge ? I have, in feveral years, met with 
about a dozen who were ready to produce them, 
fome out of their pockets, others from under 
their coat, and two or three on their moulders, 
only covered with a fort of capes, which they 
could lift up, or let down upon occafion. They 
are too la^y to work \ they are not afraid to (leal, 
nor afhamed to beg, and yet are too proud to be 
feen with a badge, as many of them have con- 
feffed to me, and not a few in very injurious 
.terms, particularly the females. They all look 
upon fuch an obligation as a high indignity done 
to their office. I appeal to all indifferent people, 
whether fuch wretches deferve to be relieved. As 
to myfelf, I muft confefs, this abfurd infolence 
hath fo affefted me, that, for feveral years paft, I 
have not difpofed of one fingle farthing to a ftreet- 
beggar, nor intend to do fo until 1 fee a better re- 
gulation ; and I have endeavoured to perfuadeall 
my brother-walkers to follow my example, which 
mod of them aflure me they do. For, if beggary 
be not able to beat out pride, it cannot deferve 
charity. However, as to perfons in coaches and 
. chairs, they bear but little of the perfecution we 
fuffer, and are willing to leave it entirely upon us. 
To fay the truth, there is not a more undeferv- 
ing vicious race of human kind, than the bulk of 
, thofe who are reduced to beggary, even in this 
beggarly country. For, as a great part of our 
.public miferiea is originally owing to our own 

faults 
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faults (but what thofe faults arc, I am grown by 
experience too wary to mention) fo I am confi- 
dent, that among the meaner people, nineteen in 
twenty of thofe who are reduced to a ftarving 
condition, did not become fo by what the law- 
yers call the work of God either upon their bo- 
dies or goods; but merely from their own idle- 
nefs, attended with all manner of vice6, particu- 
larly drunkennefs, thievery, and cheating. 

Whoever inquires, as I have frequently done, 
from thofe who have afked me an alms, what 
was their former courfe of life, will find them to 
have been fervants in good families, broken 
tradefmen, labourers, cottagers, and what they 
call decayed houfekeepers $ but (to ufe their own 
cant) reduced by lofles and croffes, by which no- 
thing can be under flood but idlenefs and vice. 

As this is the only chriftian country where 
people, contrary to the old maxim, are the po- 
verty, and not the riches of the nation ; fo the 
blefling of increafe and multiply is by us converted 
into a curfe : and, as marriage hath been ever 
countenanced in all free countries, fe we fhoukl 
be lefs miferable, if it were difcouraged in ours, 
as far as can be confident with chriftianity. It 
isfeldom known in England, that the labourer* 
the lower mechanic, the fervant, or the cottager* 
thinks of marrying, until he hath faved up a ftock 
of money fufficient to carry on his bufinefs ; nor 
takes a wife without a fuitable portion ; and as 
feidom fails of making a yearly addition to that 
ftockj with a view of providing for his children. 

But 
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But in this kingdom, the cafe is dire&ly contra- 
ry, where many thoufand couples are yearly mar J 
ried, whofc whole united fortunes, bating tbef 
rags on their backs, would not be fufficient to 
purchafe a pint of butter-milk for their wedding- 
fupper, nor have any profpeft of fupporting their 
honourable Jiate but by fervice, or labour, or thieve- 
ry. Nay, their happinefs is often deferred until 
they find credit to borrow, or cunning to (leal a 
{hilling to pay their popifh prieft, or infamous 
couple-beggar. Surely no miraculous portion of 
wifdom would be required, to find fome kind of 
remedy againft this deftru&ive evil, or at leaft, 
not to draw tl?e confequences of it upon our de- 
caying city 5 the greateft pajt whereof muft, of 
courfe, in a few years, becoine defolate, or in 
ruins. 

In all other nations, that are not* abfoluteJy 
barbarous, parents think themfelves bound, by 
the law of nature and reafon, to make fome pro- 
vifion for their children ; but, the reafon offered 
by the inhabitants of Ireland for marrying, is, 
that they may have children to maintain them 
when they grow old, and unable to work. 

I am informed, that we have been, for fome 
time pad, extremely obliged to England for one 
very, beneficial branch of commerce; for, it 
feems they are grown fo gracious as to tranfmit 
us continually colonies of beggars, in return for 
a million of money they receive yearly from 
hence. That I may give no offence, I profefs to 
. mean real Englifh beggars, in the literal meaning 

of 
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^,of the word, as it is ufually undcrftood by prote- 

r ftants. It feems the juftices of the peace, and 

„ parifh-officers in the weftern coafts of England, 

Llf have a good while followed the trade of export- 

ing hither their fupernumerary beggars, in order 

~. advance the Englifli proteftant intereft among us ; 

f_ and thefe they are fo kind to fend over gratis* 

^ and duty-free. I have had the honour, more 

than once, to attend large cargoes of them from 

_ Chefter to Dublin : and I was then fo ignorant 

^ as to give my opinion, that our city fliould re- 

' ceive them into Bridewell} and, after a month's 

refidence, having been well whipt twice a-day, 

Ted with bran and water, and put to hard labour, 

they fhould be returned honeftly back, with 

thanks, as cheap as they came : or, if that were 

not approved of, I propofcd, that whereas one 

Englifhman is allowed to be of equal intrinfic va- 

' lue with twelve born in Ireland, we fhould, in 

\ t juftice, return them a dozen for one, to difpofe of 

as they pleafed. 

As to the native poor of this city, there would 
be little or no damage in confining them to their 
fcveral parifhes. For inftance ; a beggar of the 
parifh of St. Werburgh's, or any other parifh 
here, if he be an object of compaffion, hath an 
equal chance to receive his proportion of alms 
from every charitable hand ; becaufe the inhabi- 
tants, one or other, walk through every ftreet in 
town, ajid give their alms, without confidering 
the place, wherever they think it may be well 
difpofed of ; and thefe helps, added to what they 
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get in eatables, by going from houfe to houfe a* 
raong the gentry and citizens, will, without be- 
ing very burthenfbme, be fufficient to keep them 
ajive. 

It is true, the poor of the fuburb -parifhes will 
not have altogether the fame advantage, becaufe 
they are not equally in the road of budnefs and 
paflengers : but here it is to be confidered, that 
the beggars there, have not fo good a title to pu- 
blic charity, becaufe mod of them are ftrollers 
from the country, and compofe a principal part 
of that great nuifance which we ought to remove. 

I fliould be apt to think, that few things can 
be more irkfome to a city minifter, than a num- 
ber of beggars which do not belong to his diftrid, 
whom he hath no obligation to take care of, who 
are no part of his flock, and who take the bread 
out of the mouths of thofe to whom it properly 
belongs. When I mention this abufe to any mi- 
nifter of a city-parifh, he ufually lays the fault 
upon the beadles, who, he fays, are bribed by the 
foreign beggars ; and, as thofe beadles often keep 
ale-houfes, they find their account in fuch cu- 
ftomers. This evil might eafily be remedied, if 
the parifhes would make fome faiall addition to 
the falaries of a beadle, and be more careful in 
the choice of thofe officers. But, I conceive 
there is one effe&ual method, in the power of e- 
very minifter ta put in pra&ice 5 I mean, by 
making it the intereft of all his own original poor 
to drive out intruders ; for, if the pariih beggars 
were ahfolutely forbidden by the minifter and 

church 
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church officers to fuffer ftrollers to come into the 
parifti, upon pain of themfelves not being permit- 
ted to beg alms at the church-doors, or at the 
houfes and (hops of the inhabitants, they would 
prevent interlopers more effectually than twenty 
beadles. 

And here I cannot but take notice of the great 
indifcretion of our city fliop-keepers, who fuffer 
tbeir doors to be daily befieged by crowds of beg- 
gars, (as the gates of a lord are by duns) to the 
great difguft and vexation of many cuftomers, 
whom I have frequently obferved to go to other 
fhops, rather than fuffer fuch a perfecution 5 which 
might eafily be avoided, if no foreign beggars 
were allowed to infcft them. 

Wherefore I do aflert, that the (hop-keepers, 
who are the greateft complainers of this griev- 
ance, lamenting that for every cuflomer they are 
worried by fifty beggars, do very well deferve 
what they fuffer, when a 'prentice with a horfe- 
whip is able to lafli every beggar from the fhop, 
who is not of the parifti, and doth not wear the 
badge of that parifh on his fhoulder, well fatten- 
ed, and fairly vifible; and if this praftice were 
univerfal in every houfc, to all the fturdy vagrants^ 
we fhould, in a few weeks, clear the town of all 
mendicants, except thofe who have a proper title 
to our charity : as for the aged and infirm, it 
would be fufficient to give them nothing, and 
then they mull ftarve, or follow their brethren. 

It was the city that firft endowed this hofpital 5 
land thofe who afterwards contributed, as they 

Vol. IV. H h wer« 
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were fuch who generally inhabited here, fo they 
intended what they gave to be for the u£e of the 
city's poor. The revenues, which have been fince 
raifed by parliament, are wholly paid by the city, 
without the lead charge upon any other part of 
the kingdom ; and therefore, nothing could more 
defeat the original defign, than to mifapply thofe 
revenues on ftrolling beggars or baftards from the 
country, which bears no fhare in the charges we 
are at. 

If fome of the out-parifties be over-burdened 
with poor, the reafon mull be, that the greateft 
part of thofe poor are ftrollers from the country, 
who neftle themfelves where they can find the 
cheapeft lodgings, and from thence infeft every 
part of the town, out of which they ought to be 
whipped, as a mod infufferable nuifance, being 
nothing elfe but a profligate clan of thieves, 
drunkards, heathens, and whoremongers, fitter 
to be rooted out of the face of the earth, than 
fuffered to levy a vaft annual tax upon the city, 
which (hares too deep in the public miferies 
brought on us by the oppreffions we ly under from 
our neighbours, our brethren, our countrymen, 
our fellow proteftants, and fellow fubje&s. 

Some time ago, I was appointed one of a com- 
mittee, to enquire into the flate of the work- 
houfe •, where we found, that a charity was be- 
flowed by a great perfon for a certain time, which, 
in its confequences, operated very much to the 
detriment of the houfe; for, when the time was 
clapfed, all thofe who were fupported by that cha- 
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rity, continued on the fame foot with the reft on 
the foundation ; and, being generally a pack of 
profligate, vagabond wretches, from feveral parti 
of the kingdom, corrupted all the reft ; fo partial, 
or treacherous, or interefted, or ignorant, or mif- 
taken, are generally all recommenders, not only 
to employments, but even to charity itfelf. 

I -know it is complained, that the difficulty of 
driving foreign beggars out of the city, is charged 
upon the bellowers (as they are called) who find 
their accounts bed in fuffering thofe vagrants to 
follow their trade through every part of the town. 
But this abufe might eafily be remedied, and very 
much to the advantage of the whole city, if bet- 
ter falaries were given to thofe who execute that 
office in the feveral pariflies, and would make it 
their intereft to clear the town of thofe caterpil- 
lars, rather than hazard the lofs of an employ- 
ment that would give them an honed livelihood. 
But, if that.fhould fail, yet a general refolution 
of never giving charity to a dreet beggar out of 
his own pariili, or without a vifible badge, would 
infallibly force all vagrants to depart. 

There is generally a vagabond fpirit in beggars, 
which ought to be difcouraged, and feverely pu- 
nifhed. , It is owing to the fame caufes that drove 
them into poverty ; I mean, idlenefs, drunken- 
nefs, and rafh marriages, without the lead pro- 
fpe£l of fupporting a family by honed endeavours, 
which never came into their thoughts. It 'is ob- 
ferved, that hardly one beggar in twenty, looks 
upon himfelf to be relieved by receiving bread, 
H h 2 or 
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or other food ; and they have in this town been 
frequently feen to pour out of their pitchers 
good broth, that hath been given them, into the 
kennel; neither do they much regard clothes, 
unlefs to fell them ; for their rags are part of their 
tools with which they work ; they want only ale, 
brandy, and other ftrong liquors, which cannot 
be had without money : and money, as they con- 
ceive, always abounds in the metropolis. 

I had fome other thoughts to offer upon this 
fubjeft. But as I am a defponder in my nature, 
and have tolerably well difcovered the difpofition 
of our people, who never will move a ftep towards 
eafing themfelves from any one (ingle grievance; 
it will be thought, that I have already laid too 
much, and to little or no purpofe, which hath of- 
ten been the fate or fortune of the writer. 

April 22. 1737. 

J. Swift. 
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ADVICE to the Freemen of the City of 
Dublin, in the Choice of a Member to re- 
prefent thetn in Parliament. * 

THOSE few writers, who, fince the death of 
alderman Burton, have employed their pens 
in giving advice to our citizens, how they mould < 
proceed in electing a new reprefentative for the 
next feflions, having laid afide their pens ; I have 
reafon to hope, that all true lovers of their coun- 
try in general, and particularly thofe who have 
any regard for the privileges and liberties of this 
great and ancient city, i* ill think a fecond, and a 
third time, before they come to a final determi- 
nation upon what perfon they refolve to fix their 
choice. 

I am told, there are only two perfons, who fet 
up for candidates; one is the prefent lord 
mayor f, and the other J, a gentleman of good 
efteem, an alderman of the city, a merchant o£ 
reputation, and poflefTed of a confiderable office || 
under the crown. The queftion is, which of 
thefe two perfons it will be mod for the advan- 
tage of the city to elect ? I have but little ac- 
quaintance with either, fo that my enquiries will 
be very impartial, and drawn only from the ge- 
neral character and fltuation of both. 

H h 3 In 

• This piece was publifhed in the year 1733; and as it may- 
be ufeful upon a like occafion, we have here given it a place* 
\ Humphrey French, 
\ John Macarell. 
I RegUler to the barracks* 
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In order to this, I mud offer my countrymen 
and fellow citizens fome reafons, why I think 
they ought to be more than ordinarily careful at 
this juncture, upon whom they beftow their votes* 

To perform this with more clearnefs, it may 
be proper to give you a fliort (late of our unfor- 
tunate country. 

We confifr of two parties, I do not mean po- 
pifh and proteftant, high and low church, epifco- 
pal and feclarians, whig and tory ; but of thofe 
of Englifh who happen to be born in this king- 
dom, (whofe anceflors reduced the whole nation 
under the obedience of the Englifh crown) and 
the gentlemen fent from t'other fide to poflefc 
mod of the chief employments here : this latter 
party is very much enlarged and ftrengthened by 
the whole power in the church, the law, the ar- 
my, the revenue, and the civil adminiftration de- 
pofited in their hands : although, for political 
ends, and to fave appearances, fome employments- 
are flill depofited (yet gradually in a fmaller num- 
ber) to perfons born here : this proceeding, for- 
tified with good words and many promifes, is fuf- 
ficicnt to flatter and feed the hopes of hundreds, 
■who will never be one farthing the better, as they 
might eafily be convinced, if they were qualified 
to think at all. 

. Civil employments* of all kinds have been for 
feveral years pad with great prudence made pre- 
carious, and during pleafurc ; by which means 
the pofTefTors are, and mull inevitably be, for e- 
▼cr dependent : yet thofe very few of any confe- 
rence, 
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quence, which being dealt with fo fparing a hand 
to perfons born among us, are enough to keep 
hope alive in great numbers, who deGre to mend 
their condition by the favour of thofe in power. 

Now, my dear fellow citizens, how is it pofll- 
ble you can conceive, that any perfon, who holds 
an office of fome hundred pounds a year, which 
may be taken from him whenever power (hall 
think fit, will, if he mould be chofen a member 
for any city, do the lead thing when he fits in the 
houfe, that he knows or fears may be difpleaGng 
to thofe who gave him, or continue him in that 
ofEce ? Believe me, thefe are no times to expert 
fuch an exalted degree of virtue from mortal men> 
Blazing Jlars are much more frequently feen than 
fuch heroicai worthies. And I could fooner hope 
to find ten thoufand pounds by digging in my 
garden, than fuch a phoenix by fearchihg among 
tbe prefent race of mankind. 

I cannot forbear thinking it a very erroneous, 
as well as modern maxim of politics in the Eng- 

* liih nation, to take every opportunity of depref- 
fing Ireland, whereof an hundred inflances may 
be produced in points of the higheft importance, 
had within the memory of every middle-aged 
man : although many of the greateft perfons, a- 
rnong that party which now prevails, have former- 
ly, upon that article, much differed in their opi- 
nion from their prefent fuccefibrs. 

But fo the fac~i ftands at prefent. It is plain, 

* that the court and country party here (I mean in 
the houfe of commons) very feldom agree in any 

thing 
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thing but their loyalty to his prefent majeftyy 
their refolutions to make him and his viceroy eafy 
in the government, to the utmoft of their power, 
under the prefent condition of the kingdom. 
But the perfbns fent from England, who (to a 
trifle) are poflefled of the fole executive power in 
all its branches, with their few adherents in pof- 
ftflion who were born here, and hundreds of ex- 
pedants, hopersand promiflees, put on quite con- 
trary notions with regard to Ireland. They count 
upon an univerfal fubmiflion to whatever (hall be 
demanded ; wherein they aft fafely, becaufe none 
of themfelves, except the candidates, feel the 
lead of our preflures. 

I remember a perfon of diftinftion fome days 
ago affirmed in a good deal of mixed company, 
and of both parties, that the gentry from Eng- 
land, who now enjoy our higheft employments of 
all kinds, can never be poflibly lofers of one far- " 
thing by the greateft calamities that can befal this 
kingdom, except a plague that would fweep away 
a million of our hewers of woody and drawers of 
water : or an invafion that would fright our 
grandees out of the kingdom. For this perfon 
argued, that while there was a penny left in the 
treafury, the civil and military lift muft be paid; 
and that the epifcopal revenues, which are ufual- 
ly farmed out at fix times below the real value, 
could hardly fail. He infifled farther, that, as 
money diminifhed, the price of all neceiTaries for 
life muft of confequence do fo too, which would 
be for the advantage of all peifons in emplojr- 

ment^ 
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tnent, as well as of my lords the bifliops, and to 
the ruin of every body elfe. Among the compa- 
ny there wanted not men in office, befides one 
or two expe&ants : yet I did not obferve any of 
them difpofed to return an anfwer : but the con- 
fequences drawn were thefe: That the great 
men in power fent hither from the other fide, 
were by no means upon the fame foot with his 
majefty's other fubjccls of Ireland ^ they had 
no common ligament to bind them with us ; they 
fuffered not with our fufferings ; and, - if it were 
poffible for us to have any caufc of rejoicing, 
they could not rejoice with us. 

Suppofe a perfon, bom in this kingdom, (hall 
happen, by bis fervices for the Englifh intereft, to 
have an employment conferred on him worth four 
hundred pounds a year 5 and that he hath like- 
wife an eftate in land worth four hundred pounds 
a year more : fuppofe him to fit in parliament : 
then, fuppofe a land tax to be brought in» of five 
Shillings a pound for ten years ; I tell you how 
this gentleman will compute. He hath four 
hundred pounds a year in land : the tax he muft 
pay yearly is one hundred pounds ; by which, in 
ten years, he will pay only a thou fend pounds. 
But if he gives his vote againft this tax* he will 
lofe four thoufand pounds by being turned out of 
his employment, together with the power and in- 
fluence he hath, by virtue or colour of his em- 
ployment; and thus the balance will be againft 
him three thoufand pounds. 

I defire, 
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I deGre, my fellow-citizens, you will pleafe to 
call to mind how many perfons you can vouch 
for among your acquaintance, who have fo much 
virtue and felf-denial, as to lofe four hundred 
pounds a year for life, together t with the fmiles 
and favour of power, and the hopes of higher 
advancement, merely out of a generous love of 
his country. 

The contentions of parties in England are 
very different from thofe among us. The battle 
there, is fought for power and riches : and fo it is 
indeed among us : but, whether a great employ- 
ment be given to Tom or to Peter, they were 
both born in England, the profits are to be fpent 
there. All employments (except a very few) are 
beftowed on the natives ; they do not fend to 
Germany, Holland, Sweden, or Denmark, much 
lefs to Ireland, for chancellors, bifhops, judges, 
or other officers. Their falaries, whether well or 
ill got, are employed at home: and whatever 
their morals or politics be, the nation is not the 
poorer. 

The hotffe of commons in England have fre- 
quently endeavoured to limit the number of 
members, who fhould be allowed to have employ- 
ments under the crown. Several a&s have been 
made to that purpofe, which many wife men 
think are not yet effectual enough, and many of 
them are rendered ineffectual, by leaving the 
power of re-ele£Hon. Our houfe of commons 
confifts, I think, of about three hundred mem- 
bers ^ 
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bers ; if one hundred of thefe fhould happen to 
be made up of perfons already provided for, join- 
ed with expe£ters, compilers, eafy to be perfuad- 
ed> fuch as will give a vote for a friend who is in 
hopes to get foraething j if they be merry compa- 
nions, without fufpicion, of a natural bafhful- 
nefs, not apt or able to look forwards ; if good 
words, fmiles, and carefles, have any power over 
them, the larger part of a fecond hundred may be 
^very eafily brought in, at a molt reafonable rate. 
There is an Englifhman * of no long ftanding 
among us, but in an employment of |reat truft, 
power, and profit. This excellent perfon did 
lately publifh, at his own expence, a pamphlet, 
printed in England by authority, to juftify the 
bill for a general excife, or inland duty, in order 
to introduce that bleffed fcheme among us. What 
a tender care mud fuch an Englifh patriot for 
Ireland have of our intereft, if he mould conde- 
fcend to fit in our parliament ? I will bridle my 
indignation. However, methinks I long to fee 
that mortal, who would with pleafure blow us up 
all at a blaft : but, he duly receives his thoufand 
pounds a year ; makes his progrefs like a king ; 
is received in pomp in every town f and village 
where he travels, and fhines in the Englifh news- 
papers. 

I will now apply what I have faid to you, my 

brethren, 

* Edward Thompfon, Efq; member of parliament for York, 
and a Commiffioner of the Revenue of Ireland. 

f Mr. Thompfon was prefented with his freedom of Several 
corporations in Ireland* 
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brethren, and fellow-citizens. Count upon it, 
as a truth next to your creed, that no one perfon 
in office, of which he is not mafter for life, whe- 
ther born here or in England, will ever hazard 
that office for the good of his country. One of 
your candidates is of this kind, and I believe him 
to be an honeft gentleman, as the word honeft is 
generally underftood. But, he loves his employ- 
ment better than he doth you, or his country, or 
all the countries upon earth. Will you contri- 
bute to give him city fecurity to pay him the va- 
lue of his employment, if it fhould be taken from 
him, during his life, for voting on all occailons 
with the honeft country party in the houfe ? al- 
though I much queftion, whether he would do it, 
even upon that condition. 

"Wherefore, fince^here are but two candidates, 
I entreat you will fix on the prefent lord mayor. 
He hath {hewn more virtue, more a&ivity, more 
(kill,, in one year's government of the city, than 
an hundred years can equal. He jiath endea- 
voured, with great fuccefs, to banifh frauds, cor-" 
rupfions, and all other abufes, from amongft you. 

A dozen fuch men in power would be able to 
reform a kingdom. He hath no employment 
under the crown ; nor is likely to get or folicit 
for any ; his education having not turned him v 
that way. I will arTure for no man's future con- 
du£t; but he who hath hitherto pra&ifed the 
rules of virtue with fo much difficulty, in fo great 
and bufy a ftation, deferves your thanks, and the 
feeft return you can make him ; and you, my bre- 
thren, 
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thren, have no other to give him, than that of 
feprefenting you in parliament. Tell me not o£ 
your engagements and promifes to another. Your 
promifes were fins of inconfideration, at beft ; 
and you are bound to repent and annul them. 
That gentleman, although with good reputation, 
is already engaged on the other fide. He hath 
four hundred pounds a year under the crown, 
"which he is too wife to part with, by facrificing- 
fo good an eftablifliment to the empty names of 
virtue, and love of his country. I can affure 
you, the Drapier is in the interefts of the pre- 
fent lord mayor, whatever you may be told to the 
contrary. I have lately heard him declare fo in 
public company, and offer fome of thefe very rea*» 
fons in defence of his opinion ; although he hath 
a regard and efteem for the other gentleman, but 
would not anfwer the good of the city and the 
kingdom for a compliment. 

The lord mayor's feverity to fome unfair deal- 
ers, fhould not turn the honeft men among them 
againft him. Whatever he did, was for the ad- 
vantage of thofe very traders whofe difhoneft 
members he punifhed. He hath hitherto been 
above temptation to acT: wrong ; and therefore, as 
mankind goes, he is the mod likely to act right 
as a reprefentative of your city, as he conftantly 
did in the government of it. 



Vol. IV. I i Some 
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Some CONSIDERATIONS humbly offered 
to the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, 
the Court of Aldermen and Common Council 
of the Hon. City of Dublin, in the choice of 
a Recorder # . 



THE office of recorder to this city being 
vacant by the death of a very worthy gen- 
tleman ; it is faid, that five or fix perfons are fo- 
licking to fucceed him in the employment. I 
am a flranger to all their perfons, and to moil of 
their chara&ers ; which latter, I hope, will at this 
time be canvafled with more decency, than it 
fometimes happeneth upon the like occafions. 
Therefore, as I am wholly impartial, I can with 
more freedom deliver my thoughts, how the fe- 
veral perfons and parties concerned ought to pro- 
ceed, in electing a recorder for this great and an- 
cient city. 

And, firft, As it is a very natural, fo I can by no 
means think it an unreafonable opinion, that the 
fons or near relations of aldermen, and other de- 
ferving citizens, mould be duly regarded, as pro- 
per competitors for an employment in the city's 
difpofal : provided they be equally qualified with 

other 

* Upon the death of Mr. Stoyte, recorder of the city of 
Dublin* in the year 1733, fcveral gentlemen declared themfdves 
candidates to fucceed hi.n : upon which the Dean wrote this 
paper; and Eaton Stannard, Efq; (a gentleman of great worth 
and honour, and rery knowing in his profeffion,) was cle&ed, 
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other candidates ; and, provided that fuch em- 
ployments require ho more than common abili- 
ties, and common honefty. But, in the choice 
of a recorder, the cafe is intirely different. He 
ought to he a perfon of gpod abilities in his call- 
ing ; of an unfpotted character ; an able prac- 
titioner; one who hath occafionally merited of 
this city before : he ought to be of fome maturity 
in years ; a member of parliament, and likely to 
continue fo ; regular in his life ; firm in his 
loyalty to the Hanover fuccefRon ; indulgent to 
tender confciences •, but, at the fame time, a firm 
adherer to the eflablifhed church. If he be fuch 
a one, who hath already fat in parliament, it 
.ought to be enquired of what weight he was there ; 
whether he voted on all occafions for the good of 
his country, and particularly for advancing the 
trade and freedom of this city ; whether he be en- 
gaged in any faftion, either national or religious: 
and, laftly, whether he be a man of courage ; not 
to be drawn from his duty \yf the frowns or me- 
naces of power, nor capable to be corrupted by 
allurements or bribes. — Thefe, and many other 
particulars, are of infinitely more confequence 
than that fingle circumftance of being defcended, 
by a direct or collateral Hne, from any alderman, 
xft tliftinguifhed citizen, dead or alive. 

There is not a dealer or fhop-keeper in thii 
city, of any fubftance, whbfe thriving, lefs or 
more, may not depend upon the good or ill con- 
duct of a recorder. He is to watch every motion 
I i 2 in 
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in parliament, that may the leaft affeft the free- 
dom, trade, or welfare of it. 

In this approaching ele&ion, the commons, as 
they are a numerous body, fo they feem to be 
raoft concerned in point of intereft ; and their 
intereft ought to be moft regarded, becaufe it al- 
together dependeth upon the true intereft of the 
city. They have no private views ; and giving 
their votes, as I am informed, by balloting, they 
lie under no awe, or fear of difobliging competi- 
tors. It is therefore hoped, that they will duly 
confider, which of the candidates is moft likely 
to advance the trade of themfelves and their bro- 
ther citizens j to defend their liberties, both in 
and out of parliament, againft all attempts of 
encroachments or oppreflion. And fo God di- 
rect them in the choice of a recorder, who may, 
for many years, fupply that important office with 
fkill, diligence, courage, and fidelity. And kt 
all the people fay^ Amen. 



The 
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The Last Speech and Dying Words of 
Ebenezer Elliston, who was executed the 
2d-day of May 1722*. 

Publifhed at his defirc, for the common good. 



[Abtfut^he time tJiat the following fpeech was written, the 
town was much peftered with ftreet-robbers ; who, in a bar- 
barous manner, would ieize qo .gentlemen, and ta;ke them in- 
to remote corners, and, after they had robbed them, would 
leave them bound and gagged. It is remarkable, that this 
ipeech had fo good an efFett, that there have been very few 
robberies of that kind committed iince.] 



I Am now going to fuffer the juft punifh merit 
for my crimes, prefcribed by the law of God 
and my country. I know it is the conftant cu- 
ftpm, that thofe who come to this place fhould 
have fpeeches made for them, and cried about ia 
their own hearing, as they are carried to execu- 
tion i and truly they are fuch fpeeches, that al- 
though our fraternity be an ignorant illiterate 
people, they would make a man afhamed to have 
fuch nonfenfe and falfe £ngliih charged upon 
I1.3 him, 

• This piece had a moft excellent efle£t. The thieves, vaga- 
'bonds, and all the lower clafs of people, thought it the real work 
4>f Ebenezer EUifton, who had received the grounds of a good; 
education ; and the ftyk of this paper is fo natutal for a perfbn; 
m fuch ciicumftances, that it would almoft deceive the niedfli 
Judgment* Orrery, 
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him, even when he is going to the gallows^ 
They contain a pretended account of our birth 
and family, of the faft for which we are to die, 
of our fincere repentance, and a declaration of 
our religion. I cannot expett to avoid the fame 
treatment with my predeceflbrs. However, hav- 
ing had an education one or two degrees better 
than thofe of my rank and profeffion ; I have 
been confidering, ever fmce my commitment,, 
what it might be proper for me to deliver upon 
this occafion. 

And firft, I cannot fay, from the bottom of my 
heart,, that I am truly forry for the offence I have 
given to God and the world; but I am very 
xnuch fo, for the bad fuccefs qf my viUanies*. irr 
bringing me to this untimely end. For, it is. 
plainly evident, that, after having, fometime ago, 
obtained a pardon from the crown, I again took 
Tip my old trade j my evi! habits were fo rooted 
in me, and I was grown (b unfit for any other 
3rind of employment. And therefore, although, 
5n compliance with my friends,, I refolve to go to 
the gallows after the ufual manner, kneeling, 
with a book in my hand, and my eyes lift up ; 
yet I fhall feel no more devotion in my heart than 
I have obferved in my comrades, who have been 
drunk among common whores the very night Be- 
fore their execution. I can fay farther, from my 
own knowledge, that two of my fraternity, after 
they had been hanged, an4 wonderfully came to 
life, and made their efcapes, as it fometimes hap- 
pens, proved afterwards the wickedeft rogue? I e- 

ver 
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yer knew, and fo continued, until they were 
hanged again for good and all ; and yet they had 
the impudence, at both times they went to the 
gallows,, to finite their breads, and lift up their 
eyes to heaven all the way. 

Secondly* From the knowledge I have of my 
own wicked drfpoGtions, and that of my com- 
rades, I give it as my opinion, that nothing can 
be more unfortunate to the public, than the mec- 
cy of the government, in ever pardoning or tranf- 
porting us ; unlefs when we betray one another, 
as we never fail to do, if we are fure to be well 
paid, and then a pardon may do good ; by the 
fame rule, That it is better to have one fox in a 
farm, than three or four. But we generally make 
a fhift to return after being tranfported, and are 
ten times greater rogues than before,, and much 
more cunning. Befides, I know it by experience, 
that fome hope we have of finding mercy when 
we are tried,, or after we are condemned, is al- 
ways a great encouragement to us. 

Thirdly, Nothing is more dangerous to idle 
young fellows than the company of thofe odious 
cpmrnon whores we frequent, and of which this 
town is full : thefe wretches put us upon all mif- 
chief, ta feed their lufts and extravagancies: 
they are ten times more bloody and cruel than 
men i their advice is always not to fpare, if we 
are purfued ; they get drunk with us, and are 
common to us' all ; and yet, if they can get aay 
thing by it, are fure to be our betrayers. 

Now* 
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Now, as t am a dying mart, fomething I have 
done, which may be of good ufe to the public. I 
"have left with an honeft man (and indeed the 
only honeft man I was ever acquainted with) the 
names of all my wicked brethren, the prefent 
places of their abode, with a fhort account of the 
chief crimes they have committed ; in many of 
Vhich, I have been their accomplice, ami heard 
"the reft from their own mouths * I have likewife 
fet down the names of thofe we call our fetters, 
of the wicked houfes we frequent, and of thofe 
who receive and bay our ftolen goods. I have 
folcmnly charged this honeft man, and have re- 
ceived his promife, upon oath, that whenever he 
hears of any rogue to be tried for robbing, or 
houfe-breaking, he will look into m> lift, and, if 
he finds the name there of the thief concerned, 
to fend die whole paper to the government. Of 
this. I here give my companions fair and public 
warning, and hope they will take it. 

In the paper above mentioned, which I left 
with my friend, I have alfo fet down the names 
of feveral gentlemen who have been robbed in 
Dublin ftreets for three years paft : I have told 
the circumftances of thofe robberies; and fhewn 
plainly, that nothing but the want of common 
courage was the caufe of their misfortune. I 
have, therefore, defired my friend, that whenever 
any gentleman happens to be robbed in the 
ftreets, he will get that relation printed and pu- 
blished, with the firft letters of thofe gentlemens 
names j who, by their own want of bravery, are 

likely 
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likely to be the caufe of all the mifchief of that 
kind which may happen for the future. 

I cannot leave the world* without a fhort 
defcripticti of that kind of life which I have 
led for fome years paft ; and is exa£Uy the fame 
with the reft of our wicked brethren. 

Although we are generally fo corrupted, from 
our childhood, as to have no fenfe of goodnefs ; 
yet fomething heavy always hangs about us. 1 
know not what it is, that we are never eafy till 
we are half drunk among our whores and com- 
panions j nor fleep found, unlefs we drink longer 
than we can (land. If we go abroad in the day, 
a wife man would eafily find -us to be rogues by 
our faces, we have fuch a fufpicious, fearful, and 
con drained countenance » often turning back, 
and {linking through narrow lanes and alleys. I 
have never failed of knowing a brother thief by 
his looks, though I never faw him before. Every 
man among us keeps his particular whore, who 
is, however, common to us all, when we have a 
mind to change. When we have got a booty, if 
it be in money, we divide it equally among our 
companions, and foon fquander it away on our 
vices in thofe houfes that receive us ; for the ma- 
iler and miflrefs, and the very tapfter, go macks ; 
and befides, make us pay triple reckonings. If 
our plunder be plate, watches, rings, fnuff-boxes, 
and the like ; we have cuftomers in all quarters 
of the town to take them off. I have feen a 
tankard worth fifteen pounds fold to a fellow in 
— ■ - ■■~ ftreet for twenty '(hillings ; and a gold 

watch 
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watch for thirty. I have fet down his name, and 
that of fevrral others, in the paper already men- 
tioned. We have fetters watching in corners, 
and by dead wafts, to give us notice when a gen- 
tleman goes by ; efpecially if he be any thing in 
drink* I believe in my confcience, that if an ac- 
count were made of a thoufand pounds in ftolen 
goods ; confidering the low rates we fell them at, - 
the bribes we mail give for concealment, the ex- 
tortions of ale-houfe reckonings, and other ne- 
cefTary charges, there would not remain fifty 
pounds clear to be divided among the robbers. 
And out of this, we muft find cloaths for our 
whores, befides treating them from morning ta 
night f who, in requital, reward us with nothing 
but treachery and the pox. For, when our mo- 
ney is gone, they are every moment threatening 
to inform againft us, if we will not go out and 
look For more. If any thing in this worfd be like 
heH, as I have heard it defcribed by our clergy, 
the trueft pr&uf e of it muft be in the back-room 
of one of our ale-houfes at. midnight, where a 
crew of robbers and their whores are met toge- 
ther after a booty, amd ai*e beginning to grow 
drunk ; from which rime, tin til they ate pad 
their fenfes, is fucn a continued horrible Ttoife of 
curfmg, blafphemy, lewdnefs, fcurri!ity> and bra- 
tifli behaviour, fuch roaring and oonfufion, fucn a 
clutter of mugs and pots at each others heads ; 
that Bedlam, in comparifon, is a fober and order- 
ly pface. At lad they all tumble from their 
ftools'afld benches, and fleep away the reft of the 

night i 
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night ; and, generally, the landlord, or his wife, 
or fonie other whore who has a, ftronger head 
than the reft, picks their pockets, before they 
wake. The misfortune is, that we can never be 
eafy till we are drunk ; and our drunkennefs con- 
ftantly expofes us to be more eafily betrayed an4 
taken. 

This is a fhort picture of the life I have led ; 
which is more miferable than that of the pooreft 
labourer who works for four pence a day ; and 
yet, cuftom is fo ftrong, that, I am confident, if 
I could make my efcape at the foot of the gallows, 
I fhould be following the fame courfe this very 
evening. So that, upon the whole, we ought to 
be looked upon as the common enemies of man- 
kind ; whofe intereft it is to root us out, like 
wolves, and other mifchievous vermin, againft 
which no fair play is required. 

If I have done fervice to men, in what I have 
faid, I (hall hope I have done fervice to God ; 
and that will be better than a filly fpeech made 
for "me, full of whining and canting, -which I ut- 
terly defpife, and have never been ufed to ; yet 
fuch a one I expect to have my ears tormented 
with, as I am pafiing along the ftreets. 

Good people, fare ye well •, bad as I am, I leave 
many worfe behind me. I hope you {hall fee me. 
die like a man the death of a dog. 

THE 
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THE INTELLIGENCER. * 
Number I. 

IT may be faid, without offence to other cities 
of much greater confequence to the world* 
that our town of Dublin doth not want its due 
proportion of folly and vice both native and im- 
ported ; and as to thofe imported, we have the 

advantage 

* The IntelRgencer was a weekly paper, undertaken by the 
Dean and Dr. Sheridan in 1728, of which no more than twenty 
numbers were ever publiflied. The i(t, 3d, 5th, 7th, 9th, fome 
verfes in the 8th, and at the end of the loth, the 15th, and 
the 19th, were written by the Dean. The 5th and 7th, are 
put together, and printed as they were publilhcd by Mr. Pope in 
the 4th volume of their mifcellanies, under the title of An Effay 
tn the Fates of Clergymen, vol. ioth. The poetry in the 8th, is 
the dialogue between Mad Mculynox and Timothy ', which is print- 
ed, as it was alio clafled by Mr. Pope, in vol. 8th. The 
9th he intitled An EJfay on Modern Education, and by that name 
it will be found in vol. ioth ; the verfes at the end of the ioth, 
called Tim and the Fables, are printed in vol. 9th. The 15th is 
a pamphlet which Dr. Sheridan, having written a fhort introduc- 
tion, took into the Intelligencer, merely to fave the labour of 
writing a paper. It is printed in volume 4th, and intitled, AJbort 
View of the State of Ireland. No. 19th, is alfo a tract which has 
been before publiflied by itielf, and was taken into the Intelli- 
gencer for the fame reafon as the former. The Dean and the 
Doctor fbon became weary of a periodical work, in which they 
were difappointed of afliftance: the price was but one half- 
penny ; and fo few were fold, that the printer could not afford 
to engage a young man of proper qualifications to work up fuch 
hints as fhould be fent him ; of which there were enow, and 
■which the undertakers hoped thus to communicate with lefs la- 
bour to the public. The Intelligencers were collected into a vo- 
lume, and reprinted in England in 1730. 
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advantage to receive them laft, and confequently, 
after ouf happy manner, to improve and refine 
upon them. 

But, becaufe there are many effefts of folly and 
vice among us, whereof fome are general, others 
confined to fmaller numbers, and others again 
perhaps to a few individuals ; there is a fociety 
lately eftabliflied, who, at great expence, have e- 
re&ed an office of intelligence, from which they are 
to receive weekly information of all important e- 
vents and fmgularities , which this famous metro- 
polis can furnifh. Strict injuhctions are given to 
have the trueft information ; in order to which, 
certain qualified perfons are employed to attend 
upon duty in their feveral ports ; fome at the 
play-houfe, others in churches, fome at balls* ajfem- 
blies, coffee-houfes, and meetings for quadrille ; fome 
afthe feveral courts of jujlice, both fpiritual and 
temporal ; fome at the college, fome upon my lord- 
mayor and aldermen in their public affairs ; laftly, 
fome to converfe with favourite chamber-maids, 
and to frequent thofe ale-houfes and %-andy-Jhops 
where the footmen of great families meet in a 
morning ; only the * Barracks and parliament- 
houfe are excepted : becaufe we have yet found no 
f enfans perdus bold enough to venture their per- 
fons at either. Out of thefe, and fome other 
fiore-houfes, we hope to gather materials enow- 
to inform, or divert, or correEl, ox vex the town. 

Vol. IV. K k But 

* Barracks, Buildings for the lodgement of foldiers. 
f Enfans perfas, Forlorn hope. See preface to the Bifliop of 
$arum'« introduction, toI. 7. 
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But as faffs, pajages, and adventures of all 
kinds are like to have the greateft (hare in our paper, 
whereof we cannot always anfwer for the truth ; 
due care fhall be taken to hav* tbem applied to 
feigned names, whereby all juft offence will be 
removed; for, if none be guilty, none will have 
caufe to blufh or be angry 5 if otherwise, then the 
guilty perfon is fafe for the future upon his pre-* 
fent amendment, and fafe for the prefent from all 
but his own conference* 

There is another refolution taken among us, 
which I fear will give a greater and more general 
difcontent, and is of fo fingular a nature, that £ 
have hardly confidence enough to mention it,, 
although it be abfolutely neceffary by way of a- 
pology for fo bold and unpopular an attempt* But 
fo it is, that we have taken a defperatc counfel ta 
produce into the world every diftinguifhed a&ion,. 
either ol jujlice, prudence, geticrofity, charity, friend- 
fop* or public fpirit, which comes well attefted to- 
us. And although we fhall neither here be fo 
daring as tar aflign names, yet we fhall hardly for- 
bear to give fome hints, that, perhaps, to the 
great difpleafure of fuch defervirig perfona, majr 
endanger a difcovery. For we think thaA even 
virtue itfelf fhould Cubmit to fuch a rmrtificed'um % 
^s by its vifibility and example will render it 
rnore ufefuj to the world. But however, the 
readers of thefe papers need.not be in pain of be-, 
ing overcharged with fo; dull and ungrateful a 
fubjeft. And yet, who knows but fuch an occa- 
fion may be offered to us once in a year or two, 

after 
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after we have fettled a correspondence round the 
kingdom P 

But after all our boafts of materials fent us by 
our feveral emijfaries, we may probably foon fall 
fhort, if the town will not be pleafed to lend us 
farther afliftairce towards entertaining itfelf. The 
•world beft knows its own faults and virtues, and 
whatever is fent (hall be faithfully returned back* 
only a little embelliibed according to the cuftora. 
of axt tho&s. We <do therefore -demon d and ex- 
pecl contimaal advertifements" in great numbers to 
be fent to the printer of this paper, who hath 
employed a judicbus ficretary to collcft fifceh as 
may fee iwoft trieful for ttie puttie. 

And although we do not intend to expofe out 
own perfons by mentioning names, yet we are fo 
far from requiring the fame caution in our cor- 
rtfpondence, that, *>n the contrary, we exprefly 
tdhatge aflftd cvmmand them, in all fbe fa&s they 
fend us, to fet down the names, titles, and places 
fcf abode, at length j together with a very partiou*. 
lar defcription of the perfons, dreffes^ difpofttions of 
the feveral lords, ladies, '/quires, madams, lawyers* 
-gamefters, toupees, fots, wits, rakes, and informers y 
whom they fhall have occafion to mention 5 o- 
therwife it will not be poffible for us to adjuft our 
feyfe to the different qualities and capacities of 
the perfons concerned, and treat them with the 
refpeB or familiarity, that may be due to their 
fiations and characters, which we are determined 
to obferve with the utmoft ftri&nefs, that none 
may have caufe to complain. 

Kk.* NUMBER 
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Ipfe per omnes 
Ibit perfinas, et turbam rcddei in unam* 

THE players having now almoft done with 
the comedy called the Beggar's Opera for 
the feafon, it may be no unpleafant fpeculation, 
to refie& a little upon this dramatic piece, fo An- 
gular in the fubjeft. and manner, fo much an ori- 
ginal, and which hath frequently given fo very 
agreeable an entertainment. 

Although an evil tafte be very apt to prevail, 
both here and in London 5 yet there is a point, 
which, whoever can rightly touch, will never fail 
of pleafing a very great majority ; fo great, that 
^he diflikers out of dulnefs or affe&ation, will be 
filent, and forced to fa\l in with the herd : the 
point I mean, is what we call humour ; which, in 
its perfe&ion, is allowed to be much preferable 
to wit ; if it be not rather the mod ufeful and 
agreeable fpecies of it. 

I agree with Sir William Temple, that the 
word is peculiar to our Engliih tongue ; but I dif- 
fer from him in the opinion, that the thing itfelf 
is peculiar to the Englifh nation, becaufe the con- 
trary may be found in many Spanifh, Italian, and 
French produ&ions: and particularly, whoever 
hath a tajie for true humour will find an hundred 
inftances of it in thofe volumes printed in France 
under the name of Le Theatre Italien ; to fey 
nothing of Rabelais, Cervantes, and many others 

Now 
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Now I take the comedy, or farce, (or whatever 
name the critics will allow it) called the Beggar's 
Opera, to excel in this article of humour; and upon 
that merit, to have met with fuch pfpdigious ftffc- 
cefs, both here and in England. 

As to poetry, eloquence, and muftc, which are 
faid to have moft power over the minds of men \ 
it is certain that very few have a tafle or judgement 
of the excellencies of the two former: and if a. 
man fucceed in either, it is upon the authority of 
thofe few judges, that lend their tafle to the bulk 
of readers, who have none of their own. I am 
told there are as few good judges in muftc \ and 
that among thofe who crowd the operas, nine in 
ten go thither merely out of curioftty, fijbion, or 
affe Elation. 

But a tafle for humour is in fome manner fixed 
to tlje very nature of man, and generally obvious 
to the vulgar, except upon fubjefts too refined, 
and fuperior to their underftanding. 

And, as this tafle of humour is purely natural, 
fo is humour itfelf ; neither is it a talent confined 
to men of wit or learning : for we obferve it fome» 
times among common fervants, and the meaneft 
of the people, while the very owners are often 
ignorant of the gift they pofTefs. 

I know very well, that this happy talent is con- 
temptibly treated by critics under the name of low 
humour, ox low comedy, but I know likewife that 
the Spaniards and Italians, who are allowed to 
have the moft wit of any nations in Europe, do 
moft excel in it, and do moft eftcem it. 

Kk 3 By 
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By what difpofition of the mind, what influence 
of the ftars, or what fituation of the climate, this 
endowment is beftowed upon mankind, may be 
a queftion fit 4or philofophers to difcufs. It is cer- 
tainly the bed ingredient towards that kind of fa- 
tire, which is moft ufeful and gives the leaft of- 
fence; which, infteadof lafhing, laughs men out 
of their follies and vices ; and is the character*, 
that gives Horace the preference to Juvenal. 

And, although fome things are too ferious, 
folemn, or facred to be turned into ridicule, yet 
the abufes of them are certainly not ; fince it is 
allowed that corruptions in religion, politics, and- 
law, may be proper topics for this kind of fatire. 

There are two ends, that men propofe in writ- 
ing fatire : one of them lefs noble than the other, 
as regarding nothing further than the private fa- 
tisfaftion and pleafure of the writer ; but without 
*ny view towards perfonal malice : the other is a 
public fpirit, prompting men of genius and virtue 
to mend the world as far as they are able. And 
as both thefe ends are innocent, fo the latter is 
highly commendable. With regard to the former, 
I demand, whether I have not as good a title to 
laugh as men have to be ridiculous ; and to,expofe 
vice, as another hath to be vicious. If I ridicule 
the follies and corruptions of a court, a mini/fry^ 
or a fenate, are they not amply paid by penfions, 
titles, and power, while I expedr, and defire no 
other reward, than that of laughing with a few 
friends in a corner ? Yet if thofe, who take of- 
fence, 
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fence, think me in the wrong, I am ready to 
change the fcene with them whenever they pleafe. 

But, if my defign be to make mankind better, 
then I think it is my duty ; at leaft, I am fure it 
is the intereft of thofe very courts and minijiers,. 
whofe follies or vices I ridicule, to reward me 
for my good intentions : for if it be reckoned a 
high point of wifdom to get the laugher* on our 
fide ; it is much more cafy, as well as wife, to 
get thofe on our fide, who can make million* 
kugh when they pleafe. 

My reafon for mentioning courts and mimflers,, 
{whom I never think on but with the mojt profound 
veneration) is, becaufc an opinion obtains, that in 
the Beggar's Opera there appears to be fomc re* 
fle&ion upon courtiers and Jiatefmen f whereof I 
am by no means a judge. 

It is true indeed, that Mr. Gay, the author of 
this piece, hath been fomewhat fingular in the 
courfe of his fortunes \ for it hath happened, that 
after fourteen years attending the court 3 with a 
large ftock of real merit, a modeft and agreeable 
converfation, a hundred promifes y and Jive hundred 
friends , he hath failed of preferment 5 and upon 
a very weighty reafon 5 he lay under the fufpicion 
of having written a libel, or lampoon againft a 
great * minifter. It is true, that great minifter 
was demonftratively convinced^ and publicly 
owned his convi&ion, that Mr. Gay was not 
the author j but having lain under the fufpicion* 
it feemed very juft, that he fhould fuffer the pu- 

nifliment; 

• Sir Robert Walpolc, afterward* Earl of Orford. 
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nifhment ; becaufc, in this mod reformed age, 
the virtues of a prime minifter are no more to be 
fufpe&ed, than the chaftity of Caefar's wife. 

It mud be allowed, that the Beggar's Opera is 
not the firft of Mr. Gay's works, wherein he 
hath been faulty with regard to courtiers and Jlatef- 
mcn. For to omit his other pieces *, even in his 
fables, publifhed within two years pad, and de- 
dicated to the duke of Cumberland, for which 
he was promifed a reward, he hath been thought 
fomewhat too bold upon the courtiers. Anii al- 
though it be highly probable, he meant only the 
courtiers of former times, yet he a&ed unwarily, 
by not confidering, that the malignity of fome 
people might mifinterpret what he faid to the dif- 
advantage of prefent perfons and affairs. 

But I have now done with Mr. Gay as a poli- 
tician ; and (hall confider him henceforward on- 
ly as author of the Beggar's Opera, v wherein he 
hath, by a turn of humour, entirely n<ew, placed 
vices of all kinds, in the ftrongeft and moft odi- 
ous light; and thereby done eminent ferviceboth 
to religion and morality. This appears from the 
unparalleled fuccefs he hath met with : all 
ranhs % parties, and denominations of men, either 
crowding to fee his opera, or reading it with de- 
light in their clofets ; even minifters of date, 
whom he is thought to have mod offended (next 
to thofe whom the a&ors reprefent) appearing 
frequently at the theatre, from a confeioufnefs of 
their own innocence, and to convince the world 

how 
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how unjuft a parallel, malice, envy, and dtfajfc&ion 
to the government have made. 

I am affured, that feveral worthy clergymen in 
this city, went privately to fee the Beggar's Opera 
reprefented ; and that the peering coxcombs in the 
pit, amufed themfelves with making difcoveries, 
and fpreading the names of thofe gentlemen round 
the audience. 

I £hall not pretend to vindicate a clergyman, 
who would appear openly in his habit at a thea- 
tre, with fuch a vicious crew as might probably ' 
ftand round him, at fuch comedies and profane 
tragedies as are often reprefented. Befides, I 
know very well, that perfons of their fun&ion are 
bound to avoid the appearance of evil, or of giv* 
ing caufe of offence. But when the lord chancel* 
lors, who are keepers of the king's confeience j 
when the judges of the land, whofe title is reve* 
rend; when ladies, who are bound, by the rules of 
their fex, to the ftri&eft decency, appear in the 
theatre without cenfure; I cannot underftand, 
why a young clergyman, who goes concealed, out 
of curiofity, to fee an innocent and moral play, 
fhould be fo highly condemned : nor do I much 
approve the rigour of a great prelate, who faid, 
He hoped none of his clergy were there. I am glad 
to hear there are no weightier obje&ions againft 
that reverend bpdy planted in this city, and 1 wifh 
there never may. But I mould be very forryj 
that any of them mould be fo weak, as to imitate 
a court- chaplain in England, who preached a- 
gainft the Beggar's Opera, which will probably 

do 
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do more good, than a thoufand fermonsof fo flu* 
pid, fo injudicious, and fo proftittfte a divine. * 

In this hippy performance of Mr. Ga y, all the 
chara&ers are jail, and none of than carried be* 
yond nature, or hardly beyond pra&ice. It dis- 
covers the whole fyftem of that commonwealth* 
or that imptrmm in imperk of iniquity, eftablHH- 
ed among us, by which neither our lives, nor our 
properties are fecure, 'either in thfc high-ways, or 
in public aflfembiies, or otfi in our own houfes. 
h Ihews the tniferabte lim, and the txjn&ant fate 
of tfeofe abandoned wretches : for how litrffle they 
Tell their lives and foah $ betTayed by tteir whores ,, 
their comrades, and the rec&vm and purchbfirs of 
thofe thefts and robberies. Thfe cotntiy coWtaffi* 
Jikewife *fotiM> "which, wittatft saqniiing whe* 
tber it a4fe£fc$ tbeprefent *gfc, may poffibly be -nfe* 
fui in times to come. I mean, where the atftbot 
takes the occafion irf coiwparing thofe common rob* 
iters tf tbt public, *rnl tfeiir feveral ftfatagems of 
betraying, undenftmfrig, and banging oath other* 
to the feverai arcs of folmdam in times of con 
/uption. 

Thi* comedy likewife eapcrfeth, with great jut 
tice, that unnatural tafte for Italian mnfic among 
Jos, which is whoHy «nfuitaWe to onr northern 
vlmtaie, and the genius of the people, whereby we 
are overrun with Italian efftminzcy^ and Italian 
aonfcnfe. An old gentleman faid to mfe, that 

many 

* Dr. Thomas Heron, chaplain to the fbckty at Lincoln V 
inn, afterward bifhop of Bangor, after that archbilhop of Yorjtj 
*nd. now archbUhpp of Canterbury. 
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many years ago, when the pra&ice of an unna- 
tural vice grew frequent in London, and many 
were profecuted for it, be was Aire it would be 
the forerunner of Italian operas and fingers; and! 
then we fbould want nothing but ftabbing, or 
poifoning, to make jus perfect Italians. 

Upon the whole, I deliver my judgment, that 
nothing but fervile attachment to a party, affec- 
tation of Angularity, lamentable dullnefs, mifta- 
ken zeal, or ftudied hypecrify, can have the leaft 
reasonable objection againft this excellent moral 
performance of the celebrated Mr. Gat*. 

NUMBER XV. * 
Lamentations ii. 19* 

Arife, cry out in the night : in the beginning of thi 

watches, pour out thine heart like water before the 

face of the Lord : lift up thy hands towards him r 

for the life of thy young children, that faint for 

hunger in the top of every fire et, 

I Remember to have read an account, that an 
ode which Pindar writ in honour of the ifland 
Delos, was inferibed in the temple of Minerva at 
Athens, in large letters of gold. A public and 
very laudable acknowledgement for the poet's in- 
genuity, and for no more than a bare compli- 
ment ! Such was the encouragement given by 
the great and public fpirited Athenians. Had 
the fame poet, infpired by a noble and heroic ar- 
dor, 

* Sec above, p. 384. in the notes. 
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dor, by another ode, awakened and roufed their 
whole (late againft an invading enemy, or open- 
ed their eyes againft any fecret and wicked con- 
trivers of their deftru&ion, they would have e- 
re£ted him a ftatue at leaft. But, alas! that fpi- 
rit is fled from the world, and long fince neglect- 
ed. Virtue is become her own pay-mafter. My 
countrymen, I hope, will forgive me, if I com- 
plain there has been fo little notice taken of a 
fmall, but mod excellent pamphlet, written by the 
Drapier. It is entitled, A Jhort view ofthejtate 
of Ireland [above, p. 113.] — There never was any 
treatife yet publifhed, with a zeal more generous 
for the univerfal good of a nation, or a defign 
more feafonable, confidering our prefent lament- 
able condition r yet we liften not to the voice of 
the charmer. Whereas it mould have been in- 
fcribed in capital letters (as glorious as thofe of 
the poet) in the moft public part of every corpo- 
ration-town, through this whole kingdom, that 
people might behold the feveral unprovoked caufes 
of their poverty, our, offences towards heaven 
excepted. Nay, I will proceed farther, and fay, 
that every hcackaf every family ought to inftrufit 
his children, fo far in this moft incomparable 
pamphlet^ that they ftiould not only underftand, 
but be able to repeat by heart, every fingle para- 
graph through the whole. This was the method 
laid down by the wifeft law-giver that ever the 
world produced, to gain the hearts of the people, 
by working upon their memories : Deut. vi. 7. 
8. 9. And thou Jhall teach them diligently unto thy 

children, 
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children, andjhalt talk of them when thoufitttjiin thine 
houfe, and when thou walkeji by the way, and when thou 
liejl down y and when thm rifejl up. And thoujhalt 
bind them for afign upon thine hand, andiheyfhall be as 
frontlets between thine eyes. And thou Jhalt write 
them upon the pofls of thy houfe, and on thy gates. ' 

And where would be the great trouble, fince? 
we have little elfe to dp, if every man would read 
a le&ure of the fhort view every day in his family, 
after reading prayers ? Nor do I think the expence 
would be extravagant, if he fhould have every 
page of it reprinted, to be hung up in frames, in 
every chamber of his houfe ; that it might be as 
evident as the hand-writing on the wall. 

And fince I have ventured thus far to praife 
and recommend this moft inimitable piece, let me 
fpeak a few words in favour of its author. 

I would propofe to my countrymen, before all 

their money goes off (it is going as faft as pofli- 

ble) to convert it into a few flatues to the Dra-> 

pier, in thofe memorable parts of this kingdom, 

where our heroes have (hone with the greateft 

luftre, in defence of our liberty, and the Prote- 

Jlant Religion over all Europe •, at Derry, at En- 

nifkillen, at Boyne, at Aughrim. Nor would it be 

amifs tofet up a few more about our metropolis, with 

that glorious infeription, Libertas et Natale Solum. 

If our money were metamorphofed upon fucb 

a good occafion as this, it would not be in the 

power of any Cypfelus *, to get it into bis own 

Vol. IV. LI , coffers; 

* Cypfelus, a governor of Corinth, wh« contrived a tax 
which brought ah the money of that ftatc to himfclf in tzn 
years time, Arift. Polit. 
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coffers; and it would be the only method to pre- 
vent its being carried off, except our viceroys 
fliould a£l like the Roman prefects, and run a- 
way with our very ftatues. 

Courteous reader, mark well what follows. 

" I am a flu red, that it hath for fome time been 
* pra£lifed," tsfc. [Here thefiort view ofthejtate 
*f Ireland, above, p. 113. wasinferted verbatim.] 

NUMBER XIX. 

Sic vfls non vobis vellerafertis, oves. 

\_N. B. In the following difcoude the author perfonates a 
country gentleman in the North of Ireland. And this letter is 
ftppofed as directed to the Drapier.] 

HA V I N G, on the 1 2th of Oaober laft, re- 
ceived a letter, figned Atidrew Dealer , and 
Patrick Penny left, I believe the following-paper, juft 
come to my hands, will be a Sufficient anfwer to it. 

S I R, 

I AM a country gentleman, and a member of 
parliament^ with an eftate of about 1400I. 
a year 5 which, as a mrtbern landlord, I receive 
from above two hundred tenants : and my lands 
barving been let near twenty years ago, the rents, 
until very lately, were efteeined to be not above 
half value ; yet by the intolerable • fcarcity 
cfjilver, I lie under the greatcft difficulties in re- 
ceiving them, as well as in paying my labourers, 
or buying anything neceflary for my family from 

tradefmeB 9 

. t 
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tradtfmen, who are not able to be long out of 
their money. But the fufFerings of m€, and thofe 
of my rank, are trifles in comparifon of what the 
meaner fort undergo ; fuch as, the buyers and fel- 
lers at fairs and markets ; the Jlnpkeepers in every 
town ; the farmers in general 5 all thofe who tra- 
vel witb^fc, poultry, pedlary ware, and other con* 
venieneies to fell ; bur; more especially handicrafts* 
rnetty who work for us by the day 5 and common 
labourers, whom I have already mentioned. Both . 
thefe kind of people I am forced to employ until 
their wages amount to a double pifiole % or a moidote, 
(for we hardly have any gold of lower value left 
us) t® divide it among themfelves as they can : 
and this is gjenerally done at an ale-isufe t or brari^ 
dy~fiop / where, befides the coft of getting drunk, 
(which is ufually the cafe) they muft pay ten~penct 
or a- Jbilling for changing their piece into Jilver to 
fame bucklering fetto*)y who follows that trade* 
But* what \& infinitely worfe, thofe poor men, for 
want of due payment, are forced to take up their 
$at meal and other neceffaries of life at almoft 
double value ; and consequently, are not' able to 
difcharge half their feore, efpecially under the 
fcarcenefs of corn for two years paft, and the me- 
lancholy drfappointment of the prefent crop* 

The caufes of this, and a thoufond other evils, 
are clear and manifeft to you and all thinking 
men, although hidden from the vulgar: thefe in- 
deed complain of hard times, trie dearth of corn* 
the want of money, the badnefs of feafons ; that 
their goods bear no price, and the poor cannot 
LU find 
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find work : but their weak reafonings never carry 
them to the hatred and contempt borne us by our 
neighbours and brethren without the leaft grounds 
of provocation, who rejoice at our fufFerings, al- 
though fometimes to their own difadvantage. 
.They confider not the dead weight upon every be- 
neficial branch of our trade ; that half our reve- 
nues are annually fent to England •, with many 
other grievances peculiar to this unhappy king- 
dom ; which keeps us from enjoying the common 
benefits of mankind ; as you and fome other lovers 
of their country have fo often obferved with fuch 
good inclinations, and fo little effeft. 

It is true indeed, that under our circumftances 
in general, this complaint for the want oiftlver 
may appear as ridiculous, as for a man to be im- 
patient about a cutfingcr y when he is (truck with 
'the plague : and yet a poor fellow going to the 
•gallows may be allowed to feel the fmart of wafps, 
while he is upon Tyburn road. This misfortune 
is fo urging and vexatious in every kind of fmafl 
trafiic, and fo hourly prefling upon all perfons in 
the country whatfoever, that a hundred inconve- 
niencies of perhaps greater moment in themfelves, 
have been tamely fubmitted to with far lefs dif- 
quietude and murmurs. And the cafe feems yet 
the harder, if it be true, what many fkilful men 
,aflerr, that nothing is more eafy than a remedy; 
• and, that the want ofji/ver, in proportion to the 
f little gold remaining among us, is altogether as un- 
ttecefiary as it is inconvenient. Aperfon of distinc- 
tion affured me very lately, that, in difcourfirjg wi*h 

the 
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the # lord lieutenant before his Jail return to Englanc% 
his excellency faid, Hehadpreffedthe matter often , in 
proper time and place, and to proper perfons j and 
could not fee any difficulty of the leajl moment, that 
eould prevent us from being made eafy upon this article* 

Whoever carries to England twenty fevei* 
Englifli {hillings, and brings back one moidore of 
full weight, is a gainer of nine-pence Iri(h : in a 
guinea, the advantage is three-pence ; and two- 
pence in zpi/hle* The Bankers, who are ge- 
nerally matters of all our gold and fiver 9 with, 
this advantage, have font over as nuidh of the 
latter, as came into their hands. The value d£ 
one thoufand rnoidores in fiver would thus amount 
in clear profit to 37/. 10/. The Jhop\eepers y and 
other traders, who go to London to buy goods, 
followed the fame practice 5 by which we have 
been driven into this infupportabte diftrefs* 

To a common thinker k fhould feem, that no- 
thing would be more eafy* than for the govern- 
ment to redtfefs this evil, at any time they fliall 
pleafe. When the value of guineas was lowered 
in England from lis. 6d* to only 21 j*. the eon- 
fequences to this kingdom* Were obvious and ma- 
uifeft to us* all: and a fober man may be allowed 
at leaft to wonder,- although he dare not complain* 
why a new regulation of coin among us was not 
then made ; much more, why it hath never been 
fince. It would furely require no very profound 
flciii in algebra to reduce the difference of nine- 
pence \vl thirty fbiltings, or threepence in a' gu'we<*% 
Ll 3 ta 

• The U&i Cartrrcfe 
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to lefs than a farthing ; and fo fmall a fraction 
could be no temptation either to bankers to haz- 
ard their filler at fea, or tradefmen to load them- 
felves witbu in their journies to England. In 
my humbie opinion it would be no unfeaibnable 
-condefcenfion, if the government would gracioufly 
pleafe to fignify to the poor loyal proteflant fubjeefs 
of Ireland, either that this miferable want oijilvtr 
is not poflible to be remedied in any degree by 
the nicefl (kill in arithmetic -, or elfe, that it doth 
jnot ftand with the good pleafure of England, to 
fuffer any filver at all among us. In the former 
cafe, it would be.madncfs to expecfc knpoflibilities ; 
and in the other, we muft fubmit : for lives and 
fortunes are always at the mercy of the conqueror. 
The queRion hath been often put in printed 
papers, by the Drapier and others, or perhaps 
by the fame writer under different ftyles, why 
this kingdom ihould not be permitted to have a 
mint of its own for the. coinage of gold y filver and 
copper ; which is a power exercifed by many bi* 
fbops, and every petty prince in Germany ? But 
. this queftion hath never been anfwered j nor the 
lead application, that I have heard of, made to 
the crown from hence, for the grant of a public 
-mint ; although it ftands upon record * that feve* 
ral cities and corporations here had the liberty of 
coining filver. I can fee no reafons, why we a- 
lone of all nations are thus reftrainedj but fuch 
as I dare not mention : only thus far I may ven- 
ture, that Ireland is the firft imperial kingdom 

fince 
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fince Nirarod, which ever wanted power to coin 
their own money* 

I know very well, that in England it is lawful 
for any fubjeft to petition either the prince or the 
parliament) provided it be done in a dutiful and 
regular manner : but what is lawful for a fubje& 
of Ireland, I profefs I cannot determine : nor will 
undertake, that your printer fhall not be profe- 
cuted in a court ofjujlke, for publishing my wi/b* 
es, that a poor mop-keeper might be able to 
change a guinea or a moidore when a cuflomer 
comes for a crown x s worth of goods. I have 
known kfs crimes punifhed with the utmoft fe<- 
verity, under the title of difaffeclion. And I can- 
not but approve the wifdom of the ancients, who*, 
after Aftrea had fled from the earth, at leaft took 
care to provide three upright judges for hell. Mens 
ears among us are indeed grown fo nice, that 
whoever happens to think out of fafliion, in what 
.relates to the welfare of this kingdom, dare not 
fo much as complain of the toothach, left our 
weak and bufy dabblers in politics fhould be rea- 
dy to fwear againft him for difaffetliom 

There was a method pra&ifed by Sir Ambrofe 
Crawley, th« great dealer in iron-works, which I 
wonder the gentlemen of our country under this 
great exigence have not thought fit to imitate. 
In the feveral towns and villages where he dealt, 
and many miles round, he gave notes inftead of 
money (from two pence to twenty Jhillings ) which 
pafled current in all fhops and markets, as welt 
as in houjfes, where meat or drink was fold. I 

feci 
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fee no reafon, why the like practice may not be 
introduced among us with fome degiee of fuc* 
cefs ; or at leaft may not fcrve as a poor expedient 
in this our blejfed age of paper ; which as it dif- 
chargeth all oup greatefl payments, may be e- 
qually ufeful in the fmallcr, and may }uft keep us 
alive, unt ii an Englifh aft of parliament Jhall forbid it. 

I have been told, that among fome of our 
poorefl American colonies upon the continent* 
the people enjoy the liberty of cutting the little 
money among them into halves and quarters for 
the conveniencies pf fmall traffic. How happy 
/hould we be, in comporifci* of €mr prefer* t condi- 
tion, if the like privilege were granted to us? of 
employing the flieers for want of a mint, upon. 
our foreign gold, by clipping it into half-cro*Dnr f 
atidJhiHingSf and even lower denominations; for 
beggars mufl be content to live upon fcraps ; and 
it would be our felicity^ that thefe fcraps would 
never be exported to other countries, while any 
thing better was left. 

If neither of thefe projects wHi atfatJ, I- fee no* 
thing left us but to truck and barter our goods 
like the wild Indiana with eaeh> other, or with 
our too powerful neighbours' ; only with this dif* 
advantage on our fide,, that the Indians enjoy the 
product of their Own land ; whereas the better 
half of ours is fent away,, without fb much as a 
recompence in bugles or gtafi'm return. 

It muft needs be a very comfortable cireum- 
fiance in the prefent juncture, that fome thou** 
fend families are gpne^ are going, or preparing 
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to go from hence and fettle themfelves in Ame- 
rica : the poorer fort for want of work ; the far- 
mers, whofe beneficial bargains are now become 
a rack-rent too hard to be borne, and thofe who 
have any ready money, or can purchafe any by the 
fale of their goods or leafes, becaufe they find 
their fortunes hourly decaying, that their goods 
will bear no price, and that few or none have a- 
ny money to buy the very necefiaries of life, are 
hafttning to follow their departed neighbours. 
It is true, corn among us carries a very, high 
price ; but it is for the fame reafon, that rats 
'and cats and dead horfes have been often bought 
for gold in a town befieged. 
• There is a perfon of quality in my neighbour- 
hood, who, twenty years ago, when he was juft 
come to age, being unexperienced and of a gene- 
rous temper, let his lands, even as times went 
then, at a low rate to able tenants; and confe- 
quently, by the rife of land fince that time, look- 
ed upon his eftate to be fet at half value : but 
numbers of thefe tenants, or their descendants, 
are now offering to fell their leafes by cant, * e- 
ven thofe which were for lives, fome of them re- 
newable for ever, and fome fee-farms, which the 
landlord himfelf hath bought in at half the price 
they would have yielded feven years ago. And 
fome leafes let at the fame time for lives, have been 
given up to him without any confideration at all. 
This is the moft favourable faee of things at 
prefent among us ; I fay among us of the North* 

.who 
* Cant or auftion. 
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who arc efteerned the only thriving people of the 
kingdom. And how far, and how foon this mi- 
fery and deflation may fpread, is eafy to forefee. 

The vafts fums of money daily carried off by 
our numerous adventurers to America, have 
deprived us of our gold in thefe parts, aim oft as 
much as of ovrjilver. And the good wives who 
come to our houfes offer us their pieces of linen, 
upon which their whole dependence lies, for fo 
little profit, that it can nekher half pay their 
rents, nor half fupport their families. 

It is remarkable, that this enthufia&n fpread 
among our Northern people, of ffceltering them- 
felves in the continent of America, hath no other 
foundation than their prefent insupportable con- 
dition at home. I have made alt poffibie inquiu 
ries to learn what encouragement our people 
have met with r by any intelligence fro** thofe 
plantations, fuffieknt to muke them undertake 
fc tedious and hazardous- a voyage, in all feafbns 
of the year, a*d fo ill accommodated in- their 
(hips, that many of them hav& died miferably ia 
their paflage ; but could never get on€ fatisfeclory 
artfwer. Somebody* they know not who, had 
Written a letter to his f fiend or eotifin from 
thence,, inviting him by all means to come over ; 
that it was a fine fruitful country, and to be held 
for ever at a penny an acre. But the' truth of the 
fa& is this : the EngJHh eftabiifhed in thofe colo- 
nies are in great want of men to inhabit that tracl; 
of ground, which lies between them and the 
tviitl Indians, who are not reduced under their 

dominion*. 
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dominion. "We read of fome barbarous people, 
whom the Romans placed in their army for no o- 
ther fervice than to blunt their enemies fwords, 
and afterwards to fill up trenches with their dead 
bodies. And thus our people, who tranfport 
themfeives, are fettled in thofe interjacent tra£ls, 
as a fcreen againft the infults of the favages ; and 
may have as much lands as they can clear from 
the woods at a very reafonable rate, if they can 
afford to pay about a hundred years purchafe by 
their labour. Now, befides the fox's reafon, 
♦which inclines all thofe who have already ven- 
tured thither to reprefent every thing in a falfe 
light, as well for juftifying their own condu&, 
as for getting companions in their mifery ; the 
governing people in tbofe plantations have alfo 
wifely provided, that no letters {hall be fuffered 
to pafs from thence hither, without being firft 
viewed by the council ; by which our people here 
are wholly deceived in the opinions they have of 
the happy condition of their friends gone before 
them. This was accidentally discovered fbme 
months ago by an honeft man, who having 
tranfported himfelf and family thither, and find- 
ing all things direGly contrary to his hope, had 
the luck to convey a private note by a faithful 
hand to his relation here, entreating him not to 
think of fuch a voyage, and to difcourage all his 
friends from attempting it. Yet this, although 
it be a truth well known, hath produced very 

little 

* The fox who, having loft his tail, would have perfuaded the 
left to cut off theirs. 
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Il:tle dFecl % which la no manner of wonder : for 25 
it is natural to a man in * fever to turn often, al- 
though w i:hout any hopeof eafe \ or when he is pur- 
fued, to leap dewn a precipice to avoid an enemy 
ju.il at his back j ib, men in the extremeit. degree of 
miferyand want w ill naturally fir to the firil appear- 
ance of relief, let it be ever £b Tain or vitlonary. 

Yon may obferve, that I have very fuperficialiy 
touched the fuljecr. I began with, and with the 
utmoft caution r for I know how criminal the 
leaft complaint hath been thought, however fea- 
fonable, or juft, or hcneflly intended ; which bath 
forced me to offer cp my daily prayers, that it 
may never, at leaft in ray time, be interpreted by 
inaenclos as a falie, fcandalous, feditious, and dif- 
auecied action for a man to roar under an acute 
fit of the gcut ; which, befide the lofs and the 
danger, would be very inconvenient to one of my 
age, fo feverely afflicted with that diftemper. 

I wifh you good fuccefs, but I can promife you 
little, in an ungrateful office you have taken up, 
without the leaft view either to reputation or 
profit. Perhaps your comfort is, that none but 
villains and betrayers of their country can be vour 
enemies. Upon which I have little to fay, having 
not the honour to be acquainted with many of 
that fort ; and therefore, as you may eafily be- 
lieve, am compelled to lead a very retired life. 

/ am, Sir, Tour moji obedient, humble fervant, 

County of Down, ' A. North. 

Dec. 2. 1728. 

A fhort 
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A {hort Character of his Excellency Tho- 
mas Earl of Wharton, Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland : — With an Account of fome (mailer 
Tafts during his Government, which will not 
be put into the Articles of Impeachments 

Aug* 30. 117 10. 

THE kingdom of Ireland being governed by 
deputation from hence, its annals, fince the 
Englifh eftabli foment, are ufually digefted under 
the heads of the feveral governors : but the affairs 
and events of that ifland, for fome years pad, 
have been either fo infignifiqant, or fo annexed 
to'thofe of England, that they have not furniihed 
matter of any great importance to hiftory. The 
ftiare of honour, which gentlemen from thence 
have had by their condu£t and employments 
in the army, turns all to the article of this king- 
dom ; the reft, which relates to politics ; or the art. 
of government, is inconfiderable to the lafb de- 
gree, however it may be reprefented at court by 
thofe who grefide there, and would value them-* 
felves upon every ftep they make, towards finifh- 
ing the flavery of that people, as if it were gain- 
ing a mighty point to the advantage of England. * 

Generally fpeaking, the times which afford 
molt plentiful matter for ftory, are thofe in ' 
which a man would leaft choofe to live ; fuch, as 
under the various events and revolutions of war, 
the intrigues of a ruined fa£Hon, or the violence 
of a prevailing one, and laftly, th$ arbitrary, un- 

Vol. IV. M m lawful 
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lawful a£s of opprefllng governors. In the war, 
Ireland Has no fharc bat in fubordirration to us •, 
the fame may be faici of their factions, which, at 
prefent,. are but imperfect tranferipts of ours : 
but tfye third fubjeft for hiftory, which is arbi- 
trary p/fcwer and oppreffion, as it is that by 
which the people of Ireland have, for fome time, 
bcenrdrftingpifhed from all her majefty's fubjefts, 
fo beingt now at its greateft height under bis ex- 
cellency T, E. of W. a (hort account of his go- 
vernment, may be of fome ufe or entertainment 
to the prefent age, though I hope it will be incre- 
dible to the next* And becaufe this account may 
be judged rather an hiftory of his excellency, than 
of his government, I rruift here declare that I 
ha^enot the leaftview to his perfoir in any part 
of it. I have had the honour of much converfa- 
tion 'with his lordftiip* and am thoroughly con vin* 
ced how indifferent he is to applaufe, and how 
iafeniible of reprbath : which is* not a humour 
put on to ferve a turn, or keep a countenance, 
nop arifiog from the confeioufriefs of innocence, 
or any grandeur of mind, but the mere unaffec- 
ted bent of his nature. . 

He is without the fenfe of fhame or glory, as 
fome men are without the fenfe of fmellingy and, 
therefore, a good name to him is no more than a 
precious ointment would be to thefe. Whoever, 
for the fake of others* were to defcrifefc* the na- 
tuTe of a ferpent, a wolf, acrocoditej or a fox, 
ntuft be underftbod to do ic without any perfonal 
lo*e or hatred for the, animals themfehes. 

la 
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Iii the fame manner, his excellency fe one 
•whom I neither pcrfonally love nor hate. I fee 
'him at court, at his own houfe, and fometimcs 
at mine, (for I have the honour of his vifite) «nd 
^hen thefe papers are public, it is odds but he 
will tell me, as he once did upon a like occafioa, 
that he is damnably mauled 5 and then with the 
eafiett transition in the world, aflc about the 
weather, or time of the day : fo that I enter on 
the work with more chearfulnefs, becaufe I an 
fare neither to make him angry, nor any way 
hurt his reputation j a pitch of happinefs and fe- 
curity to which his excellency has arrived, and 
wtbich no philosopher before him could reach. 

I intend to execute this ,performance, by firft 
giving a chara&er of his excellency, and then re- 
lating fome faGs during his government, whiqh 
will ferve to confirm it. 

I know «er.y well, that rzzzz charter; ?*z 

beft known from their a&iont ; but, thefe being 
confined to his adminiftration in Ireland, his 
•character may, perhaps, take in fomething.more, 
whidh the narrownefs of the time, or the fcene, 
•hath not given him opportunity to exert. 

T s earl of W *i, 1 — d 1 * 

of I — i— — d, by the force of a wonderful confti- 
tution, hath patted, fome years, his grand cli- 
macteric, without any vrfible effe&s of old age, 
either on his body or his mind, and in fpite of a 
continual proftitution to thofe vices which ufually 
wear out both. His behaviour is in all the 
forms of a young man at five and twenty. Whe- 
M m 2 ther 
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ther he walks, or whittles, or fwears, or talks 
bawdy, or calls names, he acquits himfelf in each 
beyond a templar of three years (landing. With 
the fame grace, and in the fame ftyle, he wiil 
rattle his coachman in the middle of the ftreer, 
where he is governor of the kingdom : and all 
this is without confequence, becaufe it is in his 
character, and what every body expefts. He 
feems to be but an ill diifembler, and an ill liaf> 
though they are the two talents he mod pra&ifes, 
and moft values himfelf upon. The ends he has 
gained by lying, appeared to be more owing to 
the frequency, than the art of them : his lies be- 
ing fometimes detected in an hour, often in a 
day, and always in a week. He tells them freely 
in mixed companies, though he knows half of 
thofe that hear him to be his enemies, and is fure 
they will difcover them the moment they leave 
Jrim. He fwears folemnly he loves, and will 
ferve you ; and your back is no fooner turned, 
but he tells thbfe about him you are a dog and a 
rafcal. He goes conftantly to prayers, in the 
forms of his place, and will talk bawdy and blaf- 
phemy at the chapel door. He is a prefbyterian 
in politics, and an atheift in religion ; but 
he choofes at prefent to whore with a papift. In 
• his commerce with mankind, his general rule is, 
,to endeavour to impofe on their underftanding ; 
for which he has but one receipt, a compofition 
of lies and oaths : and this he applies indifferent- 
ly to a freeholder of forty millings and a privy 
couufellor ; by which the eafy and the honeft a»e 

often 
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often either deceived or amufed •, and, either 
way, he gains his point. He will openly take a- 
way your employment to-day, becaufe you ate 
not of his party ; to-morrow he will meet or fefSU 
for you, as if nothing at all had pafTed, lay his ^ 
hands, with much friendfhip, on your fhoulders,. 
and, with the greatefl cafe and familiarity, tell 
you, that the faction are driving at fomething in 
the houfe; that' you. muft be fure to attend, and 
to fpeak to all your friends to be there, though he 
knows, at the fame time, that you and your 
friends are againft him in the very point he men- 
tions: and, however abfurd, ridiculous and grofs 
•this may appear, he has often found it fuccefsful,. 
fome men having fuch an awkward bamfulnefs, 
they know not how to refufe on a fudden, and 
every man having fomething to fear or hope, 
which often hinders them from driving things to^ 
extremes with perfons of power, whatever provo- 
cations they may have received. He hath funk his- 
•fortune, by endeavouring- to ruin- one kingdom,, 
and hath raifed it by going far in the ruin of ano- 
ther. With a good natural underftandirrg, a great- 
fluency in fpeaking, and no ill tafte of wit, he is- 
generally the word companion in the world ; his; 
thoughts being wholly taken up between vice: 
and politics ; fo that bawdy, profanenefs, and bu- 
finefs, fill up his whole conversation. To gratify 
himfelf in the two firft, he makes ufe of fuitable. 
^Favourites, whofe talents reach no higher than to» 
entertain him with all the Iewdriefstbat pafTes ih; 
t&wiu As for bufinefs, he is faid to be very dex~ 
M,m^ toons. 
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terous at that part of it whkh turns upon ia- 
t/iguc ; and he feems to have transferred tbofe 
talents of his youth for intriguing with women* 
into public affairs. For, as fome vain young fel- 
lows, to make a gallantry appear of confequence* 
"will choofe to venture their necks, by climbing 
up a wall or window at midnight to a common 
wench, where they might as freely have gone in 
at the door, and at noon-day ; fo his excellency, 
either to keep himfelf in pra&ice, or advance the 
fame of his politics, affe£U the moft obfeure* 
troublefome and winding paths, even in the moft 
common affairs, thof? which would be brought a- 
bout as well in the ordinary forms, or would fol- 
low, of courfe, whether he intervened or not. 

He bearg the gallantries of his lady with tbc 
indifference of a ftoic •, and thinly them weU re^ 
compenfed by a return of children to fuppprt hi* 
family, without the fatigues of being a father. 
He has thr^e predominant paffions, wh^h you 
will feldom find united in the fame man, as aris- 
ing from different difpofitions of mind, and na- 
turally thwarting each other : thefe are, love of 
power, love of money, and love of pleafure ; they 
ride him fometimes by turns, and fometimes alt 
together: finqe he went into Ireland, he fcema 
moft difpofed to the feconc), and has met with 
great fuccefs, having gained by his government 
of under two years, five and forty thoufaqtf 
pounds, by the moft favourable computation, half 
in the regular way, and half in the prudential. 

He 
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He was never yet known to refufe or keep a 
promife. But here I defire to diftinguifh between 
a promife and a bargain 3 for he will be fare to 
keep the latter, when he has the faireft offer. 

Thus much for his excellency's character : I 
fhall now proceed to his actions, only during the 
tin>e he was governor of Ireland, which were 
tranfmjtted to me by an eminent perfon in bufi- 
nefs there, who had all opportunities of being 
well informed, and whofe employment did not lie 
at his excellency's mercy. 

This intelligence being made up of feveral facts 
independent of each other, I fhall hardly be able 
to relate them in due order of time, my corre- 
fpondent omitting that circumftance, and trans- 
mitting them to me juft as he recQlle&ed them ^ 
fo that the gentlemen of that kingdom, now in 
town, will, I hope, pardon me any flips I fhall 
make in that or any other kind, while I keep ex- 
actly to the truth. 

Tbornas Proby,Efq; chirurgeon-gencral of Ire- 
land, a perfon univerfaliy e deemed, and whom I 
have formerly feen here, had built a country 
houfe, half a mile from Dublin, adjoining to the 
park. In a corner of the park, juft under his 
houfe, he was much annoyed with a dog-kennel, 
-which belonged to the government i upon which 
he supplied to Thomas earl of Pembroke, then 
lord lieutenant, and to the commiflioners of 
.the revenue, for st leafe of about five acres of 
that part of the park. His petition was referred 
to the lord treafurcr here a and fent back for a re- 
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port, which was in his favour, and the bargain (a 
hard, that the lord treafurer ftruck off fome part 
of the rent r he had a leafe granted him, for 
which he was to build another kennel, provide 
ice yearly for the government, and pay a certain 
rent: the land might be worth about thirty (hit- 
lings an acre. His excellency, foon after his ar- 
rival in Ireland, was told of this leafe, and, by 
his abfolute authority, commanded Mr . Proby to 
furrender up the land -, which he was forced to 
do, after all the expenee he had been at, or elfe 
muft have expe&ed to lofe his employment : at 
the fame time, he is under an obligation to pay 
his rent, and I think he does it to this day. 
There are feveral cireumftances in this ftory which 
I have forgot, having not been fent to me with 
the reft 5 but I had it from a gentleman of that 
kingdom, who fome time ago was here. * 

Upon his excellency's being declared lord lieu- 
tenant, there came over to make his court one 

Dr. L — d, f w of D nC ge, noted 

in that kingdom for being the only clergyman 
that declared for taking off the facramental teft, 
as he did openly in their convocation, of which, 
he was a member. The merit of this, and fome 
other principles fuitable to it, recommended by 
Tom B— d— k, fo far ingratiated him with his 
excellency, that being provided of a proper chap- 
fain already, he took him however into a great 
degree of favour: the Doftor attended his exceP- 
fcney to Ireland •, and obferving a caft wench in 
the family to he in much confidence with my 

v ladj> 
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lady, he thought, by addrefling there, to have a 
fhort open pafTage to preferment. He met with 
great fuccefs in his amour 5 and walking one day 
with his miftrefs, after my lord and lady, in the 
caftle garden, my lady faid to his excellency, 
" What do you think ? we are going to lofe poor 
" Foydy," a name of fondnefs they ufually gave 
her. " How do you mean ?" faid my lord. 
€f Why, the doctor behind us is refolved to take 
cc her from us." " Is he, by G — d ? why then 
«• (G — d d — mn me) he mall have the firft bt- 
c< fhopric that falls." * 

The do&or, thus encouraged, grew a mod vio- 
lent lover, returned with his excellency for Eng- 
land ; andfoon after the b p — k of C — k fall- 
ing void, to (hew he meant fair, he married his 
damfel publicly here in London, and his excel- 
lency as honourably engaged his credit to get him 
the bifhopric 5 but the matter was reckoned fo in- 
famous, that both the a — chb ■ ps here, efpeci- 
ally his gr — ce of Y — k, interpofed with the 
queen, to hinder fo great a fcandal to the church; 
and Dr. Brown, provoft of Dublin college, being 
then in town, her majefty was pleafed to nomi- 
nate him : fo that Dr. L— d was forced to fit 
down with a moderate deanery in the northern 
parts of that kingdom, and the additional con^- 
fort of a fweet lady, who brought this her firft 
hufband no other portion, than a couple of olive- 
branches 

• It was confidently reported, as a conceit of his excellency, 
that, talking u[*on this fubjeft, he once faid, with great plea-v 
fure^ that he hoped to make his w— e a b— — p. 
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branches far his table, though t(he herfelf hardly 
knows by what hand they were planted. 

The queen referves all the great employments 
of Ireland to be given by herfelf, though often 
by the recommendation of the chief governor, ac- 
cording to his credit at xourt. The provoftfhip 
of Dublin college is of this number, which was 
now vacant, upon the promotion of Dr. Brown ; 
Dr. Benjamin P — «tt, a fellow of that college, 
and chaplain to the houfe of commons of that 
kingdom, as well as domeftic chap'lain to the 
duke of Ormond, was at that tiraenere, in at- 
tendance upon the Duke. He is a gentleman of 
good birth and fortune in Ineknd, and lived here 
in a very decent iigure : he is a perfbn of wit arid 
learning, has travelled and tonverfed in the beft 
company, and was very much efbeemed among 
us here, when I had the pleafure of his acquain- 
tance : but he had the original fin of being a re- 
puted Tory, and a dependent ^n the duke of 
Ormond: however, he -had many -friends among 
. the bifhops, and other nobility, to recommend 
htm to the queen : at the fame time, there was 
another fellow of that college, one Dr.^Hall, wno 
had much the advantage of P — tt in point of fe- 
niority 5 this gentleman bad very little introduced 
•himfelf into the world, but lived retired, though 
otherwife faid to be an excellent perfon, and very 
• deferving for his learning and tfenfe : he had 
been recommended from Ireland by feveral per- 
fons ; and his excellency, who had never before 
icen nor thought of him, after haying tried to 

injurs 
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injure the ecBege, by recommending perfons from 
this fide, at laftf^tup H— 11, with all imaginable 
zcal^ againft P — tt. I tell this ftory the more^ 
fully, becaufc it is affirmed, by his excellency's 
friends, that he never mademore ufc of his court 
fkill than at this time, to flop Dr. P — ttfs pro^ 
nation, not orsly from the pcdbnal* hatred he had 
to therftan, on account of his patron and prin~ 
ciples, bt*t that he might return to Ireland with J 
feme. little opinion- of his credit at court 5 which 
bad mightily fuffered by many difappointments, 
jrtpecially that of his chaplain Dr. L— d. It 
would be incredible ta relate the many artifices^ 
he irfed to this end, of which the deflor had 
trail y intelligence, and would fairly tell his excel- 
lency fo at his levees, who fometimes could 
not conceal his furprize, and then would pro- 
mife, with half a dozen oaths, never to con- 
cern himfelf one way or other : thefe were broke 
everyday, and every day detected. One morn- 
ing, after fome expoftulation between the do&or 
and his excellency, and a few additional oaths, 
that he would never oppofe him more, his excel- 
lency went immediately to the bifhop of E — y, 
and prevailed on him to go to the queen from 
him, and let her majefty know, that he never 
could content, as long as he lived, that Dr. P — tt 
ihould be provoft ; which the bifliop barely com- 
plied with, and delivered his meflage : though, 
at the fame time, he did the doctor all the good 
offices he could. The next day the do&or was 
again with his excellency, and gave him thanks 

for 
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for fo open a proceeding ; the affair was now paft 
disenabling ; and his excellency owned, he did 
not oppofe him direclly, but confefled he did it 
collaterally. The do&or, a little warmed, faid, 
<c No, my lord, you mean direclly you did not, 
" but indireclly you did." The conclufion was, 
that the queen named the do£tor to the place ; 
and, as a further mortification, juft upon the day 
of his excellency's departure for Ireland* 

But here I muft defire the reader's pardon, if I 
cannot digeft the following fa£ts in fo good a 
manner as I intended ; becaufe it is thought ex- 
pedient, for fomc reafons, that the world fhould 
be informed of his excellency's merits as foon as 
poflible. I will therefore only tranferibe the fe- 
veral paflages as they were fent me from Dublin, 
without either corredling the ftile, or adding any 
remarks of my own. As they are, they may 
ferve for hints to any perfon, who may hereafter 
have a mind to write memoirs of his excellency's 
life. 



A Reia- 
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A Relation of feveral Facts, exa&ly as they 
were tranfmitted to mc from Ireland about 
three Months ago, and at feveral times, from 
a Perfon of Quality, and in Employment 
there. 

TH E earl of Rochfort's regiment of dragoons 
was embarked for her majefty's fervice a- 
broad, on the 27th of Auguft 1709, and left 
their horfes behind them, which were fubfifled 
in order to mount another regiment to fill up 
their room ; as the horfes of lieutenant-general 
Harvey's regiment had -formerly mounted a regi- 
ment raifed, and ftill commanded by the duke of 
Ormbnd ; on which occafion the duke had her 
majefty's orders only for as much money as 
would fupply the charge of the horfes till the regi- 
ment was raifed, which was foon after, and then 
it was put on the eftablifhment, as other regi- 
ments. But that which was to fupply the earl 
of Rochfort's, had not a commiflion granted till 
the 29th of April 1710, and all the pay from the 
27th of Auguft to that time (being above 5700/.) 
was taken under pretence of keeping the horfes, 
buying new ones in the room of fuch as fhould 
be wanting or unferviceable, and for providing 
accoutrements for the men and horfes. As fqc 
the iaft ufe, thofe are always produced out of the 
funds for providing cloathing, and the duke of 
, Ormond did fo : as for horfes wanting, they arc 
.very few, and the captains have orders to pro- 
Vol. IV. Nn vide 
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▼ide them another way; the keeping the horfes 
did not amount to 700/. by the accounts laid be- 
fore the committee of parliament ; fo there was 
at lead 5000 /. charged to the nation, more than 
the real charge could amount to. 

Mrs. L — d, at firft coming over, expected the 
benefit of the box-money ; and accordingly talk- 
ed of felling it for about 200 /. but at laft wai 
told fhe muft expect but part of it, and that the 
grooms of the chamber, and other fervantsi 
would deferve a confideration for their atten- 
dance ; accordingly his excellency had it brought 
to him erery night; and, to make it worth his re- 
ceiving, my lady gave great encouragement to 
play: fo that, by a moderate computation, it a- 
mounted to near 1000/.; of which a fmall fharc 
was given to the grooms of the chamber, and the 
reft made a perquifite to his excellency. For 
Mrs. L — d having an hufband, and a bifhopric 
promifed her, the other pretenfioss were cut off. 

He met lieutenant general Langfton in the 
court of requefts, and prefented a gentleman to 
him, faying, " This is a particular friend of 
4f mine 5 he tells me he is a lieutenant in your 
€< regiment ; I muft defire you will take the firft 
" opportunity to give him a troop, and you will 
€€ oblige me mightily." The lieutenant-general 
anfwered, " He had ferved very well, and had 
€ * very good pretenfions to a troop, and that he 
u would give him the firft that fell." With this 
the gentleman was mighty well fatisfied, re- 
turned thanks, and withdrew. Upon which his 

excellency 
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excellency faid immediately, " I was forced to 
u fpeak for him, as a great many of his friends 
" have votes at elections ; but, damn him, he 
" is a rogue, therefore take no care for him." 

He brought one M — y to the duke of Ormond, 
and recommended him as a very honeft gentle- 
man, and defired his grace would provide for 
him ; which his grace promifed. So M — y with- 
drew. As foon as he was gone, his lordfhip im- 
mediately faid to the duke, " That fellow is the 
u greateft rogue in Chriftendom. ,, 

Colonel C — w — d having received pay, for 
fome time, in two or. three regiments, as captain, 
but never done any other fervice to the crown 
than eating and drinking in the expedition to Ca- 
diz under the duke of Ormond, finding he had 
not pretenfions enough to rife, after he ha4 fold 
the laft employment he had, applied to his excel- 
lency, who reprefented him in fuch a light, that 
he got above 900 1. as an arrear of half-pay, 
which he had no title to, and a penfion of 10 s. 
per day ; but he reckoning this as much too little 
for his wants, as everybody elfe did too much for 
his pretenfions, gave in a fecond petition to the 
queen for a further addition of 10s. a day; 
which being referred to his excellency, he gave 
him a favourable report.; by means whereof, 
it is hoped, his merit will be ftill farther reward- 
ed. He turned out the poor gate-keeper of 
Chapel-izod gate, though he and his wife were 
each above fixty years old, without affigning any 
caufe ; and they are now flarving. 

Nn 2 As 
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As for the bufinefs of the arfenal, it was th€ 
product of chance, and never fo much as thought 
of by the perfons who, of late, have given fo mar 
ny good reafons for the building of it ; till, upon 
enquiring into the funds, they were found to hold 
out fo well, that there was a neceffity of deftroy- 
ing fixty or feventy thoufand pounds ; otherwife, 
lis excellency, for that time, could hardly have 
lad the credit of taxing the kingdom : upon this 
occafion, many projects were propofed, all which, 
at la ft, gave way to the propofal of a worthy per- 
ion, who had often perfuaded the nation to do it- 
ielf a great deal of harm, by attempting to do it- 
felf a little good *, which was, that forty thoufand 
arms fhould be provided for the militia, and am* 
munition in proportion, to be kept in four arfenak 
to be built for that purpofe : this was according- 
ly put into the heads of a bill, and then this wor- 
thy patriot, with his ufual fincerity, declared, he 
would not content to the giving of money for any 
other ufe * as every body thought, by the words, 
he fpoke \ though afterwards he fhewed them, 
that his meaning was n^t to be known by the 
vulgar acceptation of words ; for he not only gave 
his confent to the bill, but ufed all the art and in- 
<iuflry he was mafter of, to have it pafs ; though 
the money was applied in it, to the building 
one arfenal only, and ammunition and other ftores 
proportionable, without one word of the militia. 
So the arfenal was conceived, and afterwards 
formed in a proper manner; but when it came to 
be brought forth, his excellency took it out of the 

hands 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THOMAS Earl of WHARTON, 425 

hands that had formed it, as far as he could, and, 
contrary to all precedents, put it out of the care 
of the ordnance-board, who were properly to 
have taken care of the receipt and payment of the 
money, without any further charge to th« public, 
and appointed his fecond fecretary, Mr. Denton, 
to be paymafter, whofe falary was a charge of a- 
bove five hundred pounds in the whole : then, 
thinking this was too fmall a charge to put the 
public to for nothing, he made an eftabliihment 
for that work, confirming of one fuperintendant at 
three pounds per week, eight overfeers at feveri 
pounds four (hillings a-week, and fixteen affifU 
ants at feven pounds four fhillings a-week, mak- 
ing in all feventeen pounds eight {hillings a-week t 
and thefe were, for the greater part, perfons who 
bad no knowledge of fuch bufinefs ; and their 
honefty was equal to their knowledge, as it has. 
fince appeared by the notorious cheats and ne- 
glects that have been made out againft them, in- 
fomuch, that the work that they have overfeen,, 
which, with their {alary* has coft near 3000 L 
might have been done for iefs than 1.800 1. if it 
had been agcecd for ty the yard ; which is the 
ufual method, and was fo propofed in the eftimate* 
And this is all a certainty, becaufe all that has 
been done, was only removing earth, which has 
been exactly computed by the yard, and might 
have been fo agreed for. 

Philip S — v — ge*, Efq; as chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, demanded fees of the commiffioners of 
the revenue for fealing writs in the queen's bufi- 
Na j fiuueli^ 
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nefs, and (hewed them for it fome precedents ; 
but they, not being well fatisfied with them, 
wrote to Mr. South, one of the commiflloners, 
then in London, to inquire into the practice 
there. He fent them word, upon inquiry, that 
fees were paid there, upon the like cafes ; fo they 
adjudged it for him, and conftantly paid him fees, 
Jf, therefore, there was a fault, it muft ly at their 
door, for he never offered to flop the bufinefs ; 
yet his excellency knew fo well how to choofe ait 
attorney and folicitor-general, that, when the cafe 
was referred to them, they gave it againft the 
chancellor, and faid, he had forfeited his place by 
it, and ought to refund the money, being about 
two hundred pounds per annum ; but never found 
any fault in the commiflioners, who adjudged the 
cafe for him, and might have refufed him the mo- 
ney, if they had thought fit. 

Captain Robert F— — d, father to the prefent 
e — 1 of K— -c, had a grant ff-om king Charles IL 
of the office df comptroller of the mufters, during 

the lives of captain C s B— — n, now e — -1 

of M h, and George F — * — d, elder brother 

to the prefent e — 1 of K^— * — e j which the faid 

Robert F d enjoyed, with a falary of 300 hper 

annum, and, after his death, his fon George enjoy- 
ed it ; till my lord G — lw — y did, by threats, 
compel him to furrender the faid patent for a pen- 
fion of two hundred pounds per annum, which he 
enjoyed during his life. Some time ago, the pre- 
fent e — 1 of K e, as heir to his father and 

brother, looked upon hirofejf to be injured by the 

furrender 
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furrender of faid patent, which fhould have come 

to him, the e 1 of M h being ftill living : 

therefore, in order to right himfelf, did petition 
her majefty ; which petition, & ufual, was re- 
ferred to the earl of Wharton, then lord lieute- 
nant ; who, being at that time in London, re- 
ferred it, according to the common method on 
fuch occafions, to the lord chancellor and lieute- 
nant-general lngoldfby, the then lords juftices of 
this kingdom 5 who, for their information, order- 
ed the attorney-general to enquire, whether the 
e 1 of K e had any legal-title to faid pa- 
tent, which he, in a full report, faid he had : and 
they referred it to the deputy vice-treafurer to 
enquire into the nature of the office, and to give 
them his opinion, whether he thought it wai 
ufeful and neceflary for her majefty's fervice. 
He gave in his report, and faid, he thought it 
both ufeful and neceflary ; and, with more honefty 
than wit, gave the following reafons : firft, that 
the mufter-mafter general computed the pay of 
the whole military lift, which is above two hundred 
thoufand pounds per annum : fo, having no check 
on him, might commit miftakes, to the great pre- 
judice of the crown : and, fecondly, becaufe he 
had himfelf found out feveral of thofe miftakes, 
which a comptroller might prevent. The lords 
juftices approved of thefc reafons, and fo fent over 
their report to my lord lieutenant, that they 
thought the office ufeful and neceflary •, but co- 
lonel P r, the mufter-mafter general, being 

then in London, and having given my lord lieu- 
tenant 
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tenant one thoufand pounds for his confent to en- 
joy that office, after be had got her majefty's or- 
ders for a patent, thought a check upon his office 
would be a troublefome fpy upon him •, fo he 
pleaded the merit of his thoufand pounds, and 
defired, in confideration thereof, that hk excellen- 
cy would free him from an office that would put 
it out of his power tc* wrorag the crown ; and, ay 
ftrengthen "his pretentions, put my lady rn mind 
of what money he had loft to her at play j who 
immediately, out of a grateful fenfe of benefits re- 
ceived, railed as much againft the lords juftice* 
report as ever (lie bad done againft the tories ; 
and my lord lieutenant, prompted by the fame 
▼irtue, made his report* that there needed no 
comptroller to that office, becaufe he comptrolled 
ithimfelfj which (now having given his word 
for it) he will, beyond all dotabt, effectually for 
the future : though, fince it has been plainly 
made appear, that, for want of fome control in 
that office, her majefty has been wronged of ma- 
ny hundred pounds, by the roguery of a clerk ; 
and that duiing the time of his excellency's go- 
Ternment ; of which there has been but a fmaH. 
part refunded, and the reft has not been enquired 
after, left it mould make it phrnly appear, that a 
comptroller in that office is abfolutely neceflary. 

His excellency being defirous, for a private 
reafon, to provide for the worthlefs fon of a worth- 
lefs father, who had lately fold his company, and* 
*of courfe, all pretentions to preferment in the ar- 
my, took this opportunity : A captain in the old- 
eft 
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eft regiment in the kingdom,- being worn out 
with fervice, deGrcd leave to fell ; which was 
granted him ; and accordingly, for a confidera- 
tion agreed upon, he gave a refignation of his 
company to a perfon approved of by the com- 
mander of the regiment ; who, at the fame time, 
applied to his excellency for leave for another 
captain of his regiment, who is an engineer in 
her majefty's fervice in Spain, and abfent by her 
majefty's licence : his excellency hearing that, 
(aid, they might give him a company in Spain, 
for he would difpofe of this here ; and foi not- 
withstanding all the commanders in the regiment 
could urge, he gave the company, which was re- 
gularly furrendered, to his worthy favourite ; and 
the other company, which was a difputable title, 
to the gentleman who had paid his money for 
that wfcich was furrendered. Talking one morn- 
ing, as he was d reding, (at leaft a dozen people 
prefent) of the debates in council, about the af- 
fairs of Trim, he faid, the lord chief juftice 
D had laid down as law, a thing for which 

a man ought to have his gown dripped off, and 
be whipped at the cart's a— e j and, in lefs than 
a quarter of an hour, repeated the expreffion a^ 

gain : yet, fome days after, fent Dr. L d to 

allure his lordftiip, he faid no fuch thing. Some 
time after, while he was in England, he ufed his 
utmoft efforts with the queen to turn him our, 
but could not : and when he came once again t 
he took an opportunity (when the judges were to 
wait on him) to fay to them, particularly to lord 

chiei 
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chief juftice D — •— , that, perhaps, fome officious 
perfons might fpread ftories, that he had endea- 
voured to do fome of them a prejudice in Eng- 
land, which, he afiured them, he never had ; but, 
on the contrary, would always, without diftinc- 
tion, (hew his regard according to merit - r which 
the lord chief juftice B was pleafed to ap- 
prove of, by faying, that was very honourable, 
that was very gracious j though he knew the con- 
trary himfelf. 

In England he bid Mr. Deering afiure all his 
friends and acquaintance here, that they and e- 
very body might depend on his favour, as they 
behaved themfelves; with which Mr. Deering 
was much pleafed, and wrote over to his friends 
accordingly ; and as foon as his back was turned, 
he jeeringly faid, " D — mn me, how eafily he is 
€< bit." When the Duke of Ormond was in the 
government, he gave to Mr. Anderfon Saunders 
the government of Wicklow-caftle, which has no 
falary, but a perquifite of fome land worth about 
12 1. per annum^ which Mr. Saunders gave to the 
free-fchool of the town •, but his excellency, not 
liking either the perfpn or the ufe, without any 
ceremony, or reafon given, fuperfeded him, by 
giving a commiffion for it to J — s the horfe-cour- 
fer, who lies under feveral odious and fcandalous 
reflections, particularly of very narrowly efcaping 
the gallows for coining. Some time after, his 
excellency landing the fecond time, he fent for 
Mr. Saunders, among others, defiling their good 
offices in the enfuing feffion, and that Mr. Saun- 
ders 
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ders would not take amifs his giving that place to 
J — s> for he allured him he did not know it be- 
longed to him, which is highly probable, becaufe 
men of his knowledge ufually give away things, 
without enquiring how they are in their difpofal. 
Mr. Saunders anfwered him, " He was very glad 
" to find what was done was not out of any par- 
«' ticular difpleafure to him, becaufe Mr. Whit- 
" fhed had faid at Wicklow, by way of apology 
" for what his excellency had done, that it was 
" occafioned by Mr. Saunders having it ; and 
" feeing his excellency had no ill intention againft 
(i him, was glad he could tell his excellency it was 
" not legally given away, for he had a cufto- 
" dium for the land out of the court of exche- 
(t qucr ; fo his excellency's commiflion could do 
" him no prejudice." 

Lieutenant-general Echlin had pay on this efta- 
blilhment as brigadier, till the middle of Octo- 
ber 1708, when he was removed from it by his 
excellency, becaufe his regiment went away 

at that time, and lieutenant-general G was 

put in his room. Some time after, major-gene- 
ral Rook, confidering the reafon why Echlin was 

removed, concluded, that G could not come 

on, till fome time in February after, becaufe his 
regiment was alfo out of the kingdom till that 
time ; and therefore, he being the eldeft general 
officer, that had no pay as fuch, was entitled to 
the brigadier's pay, from the time Echlin was re- 
moved till G was qualified to receive it ; he 

having done the duty. His excellency, upon hear- 
ing 
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ing the rcafon, owned it to be a very good on£, 
and told him if the money were not paid to G — 
he fhould have it, fo bid him go fee ; which he 
did, and found it was : then his excellency told 
bim he would refer his cafe to a court of general 
officers to give their opinion in it, which he faid 
mult needs be in his favour \ and upon that 
ground he would find a way to do him right ; 
yet when the general officers fat, he fent for feve- 
ral of them, and made them give the cafe againft 
Rook. 

When the profecution againft the diflenting 
minifters in Drogheda was depending, one Ste- 
phens, a lawyer in this town of Dublin, fent his 
excellency, then in London, a petition, in the 
name of the faid diflenting minifter, in behalf of 
himfelf and others who lay under any fuch pro- 
fectttion ; and, in about a fortnight's time, his ex- 
cellency fent over a letter, to the then lords jus- 
tices, to give the attorney and folicitor general's 
orders, to enter a noli profequi to all fuch fuits : 
which was done accordingly, though he never fo 
much as enquired into the merit of the caufe, or 
referred the petition to any body, which is a ju- 
fticc done to all men, let the cafe be never fo 
light. He faid he had her majefty's orders for it, 
but they did not appear under her hand ; and it 
is generally affirmed he never had any. 

That his excellency can defcend to fmall gains, 
take this inftance : there was 850 1. ordered by her 
majefty to buy new liveries for the ftate trumpets, 
meiTcngcrs, {JV. \ but with great induftry he got 

them 
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them made cheaper by 200 1. which he faved out 
of that fum ; and it is reported, that his fteward 
got a handfome confideration befide, from the 
undertaker. 

The agent to his regiment, being fo alfo to o- 
thers, bought a lieutenant's commiffion in a re- 
giment of foot, for which he never was to do any 
duty \ which fervice pleafed his excellency fo well, 
that he gave him leave to buy a company, and 
■would have had him kept both 5 but before his 
pleafure was known, the former was difpofed of. 

The lord lieutenant has no power to remove or 
put in a folicitor general without the queen's let- 
ter, it being one of thofe employments excepted 
out of his commiflion ; yet, becaufe Sir R — L — 
difobliged him, by voting according to his opi- 
nion, he removed him, and put in Mr. F ■■ , 
though he had no -queen's letter for fo doing, on- 
ly a letter from Mr. Secretary Boyle that her ma- 
jefty defigned to remove him. 

The privy council in Ireland, have a great fharc 
of the adminiftration, all things being carried by 
the confent of the majority, and they fign all 
orders and proclamations there, as well . as the. 
chief governor. But his excellency difliked fo 
great a fhare of power in any but himfelf : and 
when matters were debated in council, otherwife 
than he approved, he would flop them, and fay, 
€i Come, my lords, I fee how your opinions are, and 
€i therefore I will not take your votes /" and fo 
■would put an end to the difputc. 

Vol. IV. O o One 
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One of his chief favourites was a fcandalous 
clergyman, aconftant companion of his pkafures, 
who appeared publicly with his excellency, but 
never in his habit, and who was a hearer and 
fharer of all the lewd and blafphemous difcourfes 
of his excellency and his cabal. His excellency 
prcfented this worthy divine to one of the b — ps, 
with the following recommendation : " My lord* 

4< M is a very boneft fellow, and; has no fault 

€l but that he isalittletoo immoral.** He made this 
man chaplain to bis regiment, though he had 
been fo infamous, that a b— p in England re- 
fufed to admit hi a? to a living he had been pre- 
fented to, till the patron, forced hi ay to Ms by law. 

His excellency recommended the carl of I > 

to be one of the lords j.uftices in his abfence, and 
was much mortified, when he found lieutenant- 
general I by appointed, without any regard to 

his recommendation $ particularly becanfe the u- 
fual falary of a lord juftice in the lord: Lieutenant's; 
abfence, is 100 1 . per month, and he had bargain- 
ed with the earl for 40 1. 

I will fend you in a packet or two, forne par* 
ticulars of his excellency^ ufage of the convoca-, 
tion, of his" infan?QU& intrigues witfe Mrs. 
C — ngfby, an ; account of his arbitrary proceed- 
ings about the ek&ion of a magistrate in Trim, 
J, is barbarous injuftice to dean Jephfon^ and poor 
"Will Crow ; his deciding a cafe at hazard to get 
nay lady twenty guineas, but in fo, fcandalous 
and unfair a manner, that the auranteft {harper* 
would be afhamed of *, the common cuftoro of 

playing 
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playing on Sunday in my lady's-clofet ; the partie 

quarree between her ladyfhip and Mrs. L d 

and two young fellows dining privately and fre- 
quently at Clontarf, where they ufed to go in a 
hackney coach ; and his excellency's making no 
fcruple of drning in a hedge tavern whenever he 
was invited ; with fome other paflages, which, I 
hope, you will put into fome method, and corrccT: 
the (tile, and publifli as fpeedy as you can. 

Note, Mr. S ge, befides the perfecution a- 

bout his fees, was turned out of the council for 
giving his vote in parliament in a cafe where his 
excellency's own friends were of the fame opinion, 
till tbfcy were wheedled or threatened out of it by 
bis excellency. The particulars before mentioned I 
have not yet received ; whenever they come y I /halt 
ptib/ijb them in a fecend part. 



■■:-,■&£■ 
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Remarks on Dr. Swift's Tracts relating to 
Ireland. 

Taken from Mr. Deane Swift's Essay. 

Theft tracts may, for any thing I know to the contrary, be 
thought local and temporary ; and perhaps for that reafbn may 
chance to be neglected by fuccceding generations ; which happens 
to be the fate of almoft all other points of hiflory, excepting 
thole only which arc ftiffly fupported by the clamour and virulence 
of* contending parties, according to their feveral views and inte- 
refh in the commonwealth. But as the writings of Dr. Swift, 
and particularly the Drapier's letters, are founded on the fecure 
bafis of the laws of his country, and fupported throughout the 
whole with the warmeft zeal for liberty, they will for ever cona- 
mand the veneration of thofe who are not unworthy to enjoy the 
bit flings of our conflitution. For although it be a truth fcarce 
ever regarded, the fubject matter which happens^ to give riie to 
any political treatife whatlbever is but of httle confequence y that 
ipiiit which is conveyed in the writings of a patriot, who is e- 
jqually faitTiful to his King and country* being that alone which 
improvtth our faculties, and therefore hath a claim to all the 
deepeft of our attention, let what age or nation lbever boaft of 
the honour of his genius. But if the inhabitants of thefe na- 
tions, and particularly the people of Ireland, will continue to be 
like the dead adder, which refufcth to hear the voice of the 
charmer, charm he never Co wifely ; the time may come, when, 
for want of a patriot infpired like Dr. Swift to apprife them of 
their danger, they may be doomed to chains and flavery,' "by the 
contiivance of lbme wicked impoftor that may lie in wait for 
their definition. Confider, therefore, ye fbns of Ireland, what 
hardships had like to have been inflicted upon your wife, your 
courageous patriot ; confider what pcrfecutions were fet on foot 
againfl him by flaves and wretches, for no other crime but that 
of defending your liberties, or rather indeed for maintaining the 
very exigence of your country, againfl: one vile mfignificant 
mechanic. Think not becaufe that evil day is paft, that in the 
womb of time there cannot be any further projects to under* 
■nine your liberties. Have yc not feefl pretended patriots of late 

years. 
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years which have proftituted their impious pens to ferve the vileft 
purpofes ? But, thanks be to God! their writings have perifhed, 
and their names are univcrfally pronounced with abhorrence, 
contempt, and execration. Read therefore, and imbibe the po- 
litical principles oj£ Dr. Swift ; engrave them on the tablet of 
your hearts ; teach them unto your children's children ; and a- 
bove all things, remember to fix an indelible mark of infamy 
upon thole men, who by their words, their actions, and 
other wicked infinuating artifices, endeavour to fap the ^vitals of 
your liberty. For be aflured, that in the day of trial they will 
approve themfelves to their matters to be corrupted flaves and 
traitors to their country. 

As to the piece entitled, A jhort View of the State of Ireland^ 
-written in 1727, [above, p. 1 13.] I cannot but declare myfelf 
heartily forry, that I am forced to dilagree with Lord Orrery 
with regard to his critic on it, [above, p. 123.] For furely a- 
mong all the pleafures and delights which have any refpect unto 
this habitable world, there can be none more generous, more in- 
tellectual, and more divine, than to rejoice in the prosperity of 
our country. But, alas ! the miferies of Ireland being the effect*/ 
of a thoufand caufes, are, I am afraid, incurable. At leaft ail 
remedies but one (which is, aboliOiing the ufe of gold and filver 
out of the whole community ; a fcheme too philofbphical, and 
perhaps too chimerical for fo corrupted an age to reduce into 
practice) appear to be Co exceedingly defperate, that I verily be- 
lieve it would require a legiflator equal to the conductor of the 
Israelites out of tne land of Egypt, to make them a rich and 
flourifhing people, notwithstanding the fertility of their foil, and 
the temperature of their climate. 

I wonder, that any man could poflibly refide, for the greater 
part or eighteen years, in Ireland, without remarking, to hit 
infinite regret, that no people in the Chriftian world are fo defti- 
tute of raiment, food, and all the conveniencies of life, as the 
inhabitants of that wretched kingdom, notwithstanding that by 
God and nature it is perhaps the mod favoured country upon 
earth. Optima natio, pejjfima gens> was, I remember, Dr. Swift's 
periphrafis for Ireland, whenever his patriot indignation was 
raifed again ft the abfurdity of their conduct and politics. 

In the Jbort view, the Doctor enumerates fourteen caufbs of 

any country's flourifhing and growing rich, and then examines 

O o 3 what 
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what effects arifc from thcfc caufcs ia Ireland* I am well con- 
vinced, tJiat ibme few alterations have taken place fince 1727. 
But whether, in faO, thefc alterations have at all contributed to 
the intcrcit of the weal-public ; or whether it appears they have 
have had the leaft effect towards ban i filing complaint from our 
flrcets, is at preient one of the points to be confidered ; and the 
other is, how far the remarks of Dr. Swift are equally true at 
this day as they were in 1727. 

I cannot but infill upon it, that Ireland, with regard to twelve 
articles out of the fourteen, is juft in the fame condition, and 
labours under the fame difadvantages, 'this preient year 1754* a* 
it did in the year 1727. 

With refpect to the kventh article [above, p. 114. 118.] which 
concerns the improvement of land, and the encouragement of 
agriculture, Ireland is by far in a worfe fituation at preient than 
it was in 1727, notwithftanding many appearances to the con- 
trary. For although it be certain, that great improvements, 
and particularly the fineft roads perhaps in the world, have beea 
made fince that epoch, flocks and herds have been only thereby 
multiplied. And although it be aflerted by Lord Orrery [above 
p. 123.] that agriculture is cultivated (i. e. that the culture of 
land is cultivated) in Ireland ; the greater part of the hulband- 
men, the labourers and the poar, have, merely for the fake ot 
thofe curfed cattle, which are tht bane of Ireland, been driven 
out of their wretched habitations, and baniihed the country* 
helplds, naked, and forlorn ; to rot, ftarve, and pertfh in defo* 
late places, to the great diminution of the inhabitants. 

And as to the fourteenth article [above p. 1 15. 119.] the peo* 
pie of Ireland, by their folly, their madnefs, their luxury, and 
difregard to all public intereft, are, by many degrees, in a more 
wretched condition than they were in 1727 ; the mod commoa 
necefJaries, even their corn, thtir ale, and their potatoes, being, 
to the (hame and confuGon of their politics, imported from a- 
broad, as well as their tea, their claret, and their fpices. 

As to the. pamphlet entitled, A modeft propofal, &c, [above* 
P* $35'] it » s a humorous treatife, equally the product of defpair 
and benevolence ; and feemeth to have been written in the bit* 
ternefs of the Dean's foul, and principally addrefled to the con- 
sideration of thofe mercilefs tyrants which ftarve and opprefs, 
their fellow creatures, even to the fhaaic and deitruclion of their 

wuptrv^ 
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country.. His propofal is, to fatten up the children of beggars, 
cottagers and farmers, as they do lambs and pigs for the mar- 
kets, and fell their carcafcs to the rich ; a food which he declares 
to be very proper for landlords; who, as they have already de- 
voured mofc of the parents, feem to have the beft title to their 
children. 

As to Dr. Swift's political tracts relating to Ireland, wherein 
the rights of the clergy and the caufe of chriftianity are exprefsly 
and immediately concerned, I (hall only obferve in general, that 
Swift, being a thorough matter of politics, and far beyond all 
the wifeft of his contemporaries, deeply vcrfed in the hiftory of 
parties, could difcover, at a furprifing diftance, the natural con- 
fequences of thofe efforts which had been frequently made dur- 
ing the time he flourifhed, to fubvert our happy ce-nfHtution 
both of church and ftate ; infomuch that he appears, from a 
great variety of his tracts, to have been one of the mofl faga- 
cious watchmen that ever was known in the church of Chrift. 



END of VOL. IV. 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



»• , 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY * 
REFERENCE DEPARTMENT 



This book is under no circumstances to be 
taken from the Building 




























































































dbyGOQS 



, Digitized by VjOOQlC 



